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Bravura  Britten! 


The  Toronto  International  Festival  presents  the 
Canadian  Opera  Company's  production  of  Death  in 
Venice. 

Benjamin  Britten's  opera  is  set  against  the  cholera 
and  decay  of  Venice  in  the  summer  of  1911.  It  charts  the 
final  voyage  of  Aschenbach,  a  distinguished  writer 
whose  attraction  to  an  androgynous  Polish  boy  named 
Tadzio  leads  him  to  an  awareness  of  the  limitations  of 
the  intellect  and  finally  to  his  death.  Sung  in  English,  in 
its  Canadian  premiere.  With  Kenneth  Riegel  as 
Aschenbach  and  Alan  Monk  as  the  Traveller  and  six 
other  characters. 

Directed  by  Lotfi  Mansouri.  At  the  O'Keefe 
Centre,  June  24,  26,  28,  &  30  at  8:00  p.m.  Tickets  are 
$53,  $43,  $28  &  $18. 


It's  your  call.(416)  766-3271 


TDRQNTD 

INTERNATIONAL 

JUNE  1st  TO  30th  1984 

For  more  information  and  your  free  brochure  call 
the  Festival  Hotline  at  (416)  362-5863 
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15:  The  Rob 
Joyce  case 


It  was  "the  most  impressive 
political  victory  to  date  in  a  decade  of 
gay-related  job  struggles."  Why,  then, 
asks  writer  Stan  Persky,  did  much  of 
the  gay  community  and  the  gay  media 
(guess  who,  kids)  react  not  with 

cheers,  but  with  mere  polite  applause?  An  analysis  of  what  the  Joyce  victory 

— and  the  reactions  to  it  —  mean  for  gay  liberation. 


31:  Bom  to  lose  in  Syria 


It's  a  country  where  "men  are  intensely  sensual  creatures  who  touch  each  other  constantly,"  but  where 
homosexuality  is  punishable  by  death.  Gary  MacDonald  explores  the  lives  of  gay  men  in  Damascus,  where 
taxi  rides  can  turn  sexy,  but  where  sex  can  turn  "emotionless  and  mechanical." 


35:  Gay  and  Green 


Can  a  man  about  to  become  a  member  of  the  West  German  parliament  remain  "a  normal  Buddhist  faggot 
from  Frankfurt"?  Green  Party  member  Herbert  Rusche  is  trying  to  prove  he  can.  A  profile  by  John  Ely. 

26:  Death  in  Venice 

An  aging  gentleman  finds  himself  bewitched  by  a  ravishing  boy,  but  willingly  sumbits  to  this  "perilous 
sweetness."  John  Allec  previews  the  Canadian  premiere  of  Benjamin  Britten's  final  opera. 

37:  Passionate  Victorians 

British  author  Jeffrey  Weeks  reviews  the  first  volume  of  Peter  Gay's  Education  of  the  Senses,  and  reflects  on 
the  Victorians  we  still  are  today.  Also  in  our  big  book  section  this  month,  Helen  Sonthoff  on  Djuna  Barnes, 
a  look  at  the  work  of  Alice  Walker,  Burroughs's  Dead  Roads  and  the  death  of  Gay  News. 


43:  Video  ambiguities 


Artist  Paul  Wong's  Confused:  Sexual  Views  is  probably  "the  best-known  video  art  work  ever  made  in 
Canada."  And  almost  nobody  has  seen  it.  Kevin  Orr  reviews  the  "censorship  martyr"  and  finds  twenty-seven 
people  yakking  "about  everything  from  orgasms  to  white  jockey  shorts." 

55:  Lesbos  on  Cape  Cod? 

Not  exactly,  but  Elinor  Mahoney  and  her  lover  found  Provincetown  gave  them  a  chance  to  be 
"recognized  and  respected  as  a  lesbian  couple"  —  and  was  a  lot  more  fun  than  a  vacation  on  their  balcony. 
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and  listings  section 
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Sex  wars 

We've  decided  it's  time  we  gave  Chris  Bearchell  a  regular  space  in 

which  to  take  aim  at  her  favourite  subject:  the  battle  over  the 

control  of  sex.  This  month,  the  first  installment  of  "Combat 

Zone,"  page 8.  _^^ 

Mac  attack:  Two  months  ago,  we 

reintroduced  "Prison  Letters,"  warning  that  Mac's  new  provin- 
cial guardians  might  not  let  it  continue.  Well,  they  haven't.  But 
Mac  will  be  writing  again  once  he's  transferred  back  to  a  federal 
prison.  Watch  for  him. 

The  coven  Robert  Huguenin  as  Tadzio 
in  a  1974  production  of  Benjamin  Britten's  Death  in  \'enice. 
Photo  by  Nigel  Luckhurst.  Provincetown  photo  by  Lee  Lyons. 
Design  by  Rick  Bibout . 
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LETTERS 


Gays  and  racism:  asking  too  much? 


As  reported  in  tfie  US  press  recently, 
American  presidential  hopeful  Jessie 
Jackson  was  interviewed  seven  weeks  ago 
by  two  black  reporters  —  one  from  the 
Washington  Post,  the  other  from  the  New 
York  Times.  The  reporters  quoted  Jack- 
son's now  famous  anti-Semitic  slur 
"Hymie"  and  "Hymietown"  meaning 
"Jew"  and  New  York  City." 

Louis  Farrakhan,  a  Black  Muslim  lead- 
er and  a  Jackson  campaign  organizer, 
called  one  of  the  black  reporters  "Judas" 
and  threatened,  "One  day  soon  we  will 
punish  you  with  death." 

"God  save  black  Americans,"  wrote 
columnist  Carl  Rowan,  "from  Farra- 
khan's  assumption  that  a  black  reporter 
has  a  special  obligation  to  swallow  and 
forget  whatever  is  said  in  error  by  a 
political  candidate  who  is  black." 

To  quote  William  Safire,  "Sometimes 
solidarity  asks  too  much."  Sometimes 
gay  solidarity  asks  too  much. 

Take  for  example  Tim  McCaskell's 
poorly  written  article  on  racism  ( rBP, 
April).  Does  he  really  expect  the  gay  com- 
munity to  read  his  4,700  word  dirge  and 
swallow  it  whole?  Despite  the  small  dis- 
claimer at  the  end  of  the  article  to  the 
contrary,  every  quote  from  an  Asian  or 
black  makes  them  sound  like  whining, 
powerless  wimps  —  the  very  myth  Mc- 
Caskell  tried  to  dispell. 

Mr  McCaskell  was  obviously  suffering 
from  "high  pretension"  when  he  wrote: 
"If  my  colour  gives  me  power  in  terms  of 
opportunities,  language,  even  attractive- 
ness, then,  to  the  extent  that  I  use  that 
power  to  satisfy  my  needs  (and  who 
among  us  does  not  use  whatever  power 
we  have  to  satisfy  our  needs  to  some  ex- 
tent?), I  find  myself  part  of  a  system  that 
oppresses  those  who  are  less  powerful." 

For  those  of  you  uninitated  in  political- 
ly correct  jargon,  here  is  the  translation: 
" If  a  GWM  got  his  job / promotion  /  trick 
solely  because  he's  white  that  GWM  helps 
maintain  racism." 

The  article  also  stated  that  em  Asian 
man  lost  his  white  lover  to  a  younger 
Asian  man.  This  is  racism?  Losing  one's 
lover  to  someone  younger  happens  to  les- 
bians and  even  to  heterosexuals.  It's  not 
nice,  but  it  is  not  racist  either. 

According  to"Pei"  on  racism, "It's 
always  excluding  people  from  the  media, 
from  other  activities,  including  entry  into 
certain  bars." 

The  collective  of  The  Body  Politic,  of 
which  Mr  McCaskell  is  a  member,  con- 
sists of  fifteen  people,  and  contributors, 
columnists,  volunteers,  et  a/ make  up 
another  thirty-nine  people.  According  to 
Ed  Jackson,  only  six  Asians,  total,  have 
participated,  and  only  two  do  now.  If 
Asians  are  not  getting  fair  and  adequate 
gay  media  coverage,  part  of  the  blame 
can  be  laid  directly  on  TBP's  doorstep. 

As  one  who  has  been  going  to  the  gay 
bars  for  longer  than  I  care  to  admit  pub- 
licly, 1  have  never  never  heard  of  a  bar 
which  discriminates  racially.  If  the  gay 
community  is  to  combat  racism  we 
should  know  which  bars  to  boycott.  (The 
article,  as  long  as  it  was,  left  out  this 
information.) 

Mr  McCaskell  could  not  bring  himself 
to  advise  a  black  man  in  the  baths  to 
abandon  the  support  systems  of  straight 
society.  But  I  must  remind  you  that  every 
one  contemplating  coming  out  has  had  to 
make  that  decision.  Double  standard  is  a 


form  of  racism. 

Mr  McCaskell  claims  no  one  ever 
asked  him  where  he's  from.  A  better 
question  is  where  he's  coming  from.  No 
where  in  the  article  did  he  mention  that  he 
has  an  Asiem  lover.  Surely  by  mentioning 
this  fact,  the  reader  would  appreciate  Mr 
McCaskell's  understanding  of  racism, 
and  that  his  information  was  first-hand. 
Having  an  Asian  lover  would  lend  cre- 
dence to  your  insights.  Mr  McCaskell 
chose  not  reveal  this  fact.  As  to  the  rea- 
son, one  can  only  speculate,  and  one  will: 
At  best,  Mr  McCaskell's  objectivity 
might  be  called  into  question.  How  much 
credence  would  you  give  an  opponent  of 
oil  industry  nationalization  when  you 
learn  the  opponent  is  an  employee  of 
Shell  Canada? 

Yes,  Mr  McCaskell,  racism  is  alive  and 
well  in  the  world  and  it  is  ugly  and  insidi- 
ous. But  please  do  not  dump  on  the  gay 
community  just  because  it  was  once  pri- 
marily white  and  male.  Do  not  wallow  in 
guilt  as  your  article  did.  Do  take  the  ad- 
vice of  New  York  Post's  Liz  Smith: 
"Don't  join  encounter  groups.  If  you  do 
enjoy  being  made  to  feel  inadequate,  call 
your  mother." 

I  know  it  is  old  and  tired,  but  the  words 
of  Eleanor  Roosevelt  obviously  bear  re- 
peating: "Nobody  can  make  you  feel  in- 
ferior without  your  consent." 
Richard  Maddocks 
Toronto 

Tim  McCaskell  responds: 
Although  I  dislike  getting  the  last  word 
in,  I  found  Mr  Maddocks's  comments  so 
instructive  that  I  feU  I  couldn't  let  them 
pass.  They  illustrate  a  series  of  classic 
manoeuvres  used  by  people  trying  to 
avoid  recognizing  any  responsibility  for 
discrimination  against  minorities  — 
manoeuvres  used  against  gay  people  in 
general  as  well  as  against  people  talking 
about  racism. 

Manoeuvre  One:  Bring  up  irrelevant 
examples  of  prejudice  expressed  by  some 
member  of  a  minority  group.  Presumab- 
ly, if  Jessie  Jackson  can  do  it,  it's  all  right 
for  us  to  do  it. 

Manoeuvre  Two:  Accuse  people  who 
talk  about  the  oppression  they  face  of 
'  'whining ' '  and  being  '  'wimps.  "Both 
words  are  £ui  essentieil  part  of  the  homo- 
phobic vocabulary  as  well.  When  will  we 
learn  to  "take  it  like  a  man"? 

Manoeuvre  Three:  Trivialize  —  dis- 
crimination happens  to  all  of  us.  Why 
should  they  complain?  Of  course  anyone 
could  lose  a  lover  to  someone  younger, 
and  everyone  undergoes  trauma  and  con- 
front risks  in  coming  out.  But  for  people 
already  facing  racial  discrimination,  the 
loss  can  have  a  different  meaning,  the 
risks  can  be  greater. 

Manoeuvre  Four:  Accuse  the  messen- 
ger of  being  as  bigoted  as  anyone  else. 
The  people  at  TBPare  more  than  aware 
of  the  problems  and  limitations  caused  by 
the  racial  makeup  of  the  group  producing 
the  magazine.  That  awareness  was  one  of 
my  major  reasons  for  writing  the  article. 

Manoeuvre  Five:  Accuse  those  who 
speak  out  of  not  being  "objective."  It 
never  occurred  to  me  to  "reveal"  that  I 
have  an  Asian  lover.  I  figured  my  bias 
was  pretty  clear. 

Manoeuvre  Six:  Pay  lipservice.  Yes, 
racism  is  "ugly  and  insidious,"  but  don't 
talk  about  it.  It  makes  me  feel  guilty. 
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Illlilll 


"...those  who  concluded  some  time 

ago  that  formal  liaison  must  await  a  change 

in  police  behaviour  have  no  reason  to 

change  their  minds  now." 


Manoeuvre  Seven:  Blame  the  victim. 
Since  they  must  "consent"  to  the  dis- 
crimination they  face,  it  must  be  their 
fault. 

The  part  of  Mr  Maddocks's  letter  that 
I  did  like  was  his  clear  translation  of  my 
"politically  correct  jargon"  to:  "If  a 
GWM  got  his  job/promotion/trick  solely 
because  he's  white,  that  GWM  helps 
maintain  racism."  I  would  probably  say, 
"that  GWM  participates  in  a  racist  system 
and  has  a  responsibility  to  change  it."  But 
at  least  here,  my  message  seems  to  have 
come  through  loud  and  clear. 

Sparrow  support 

As  many  of  your  readers  know,  former 
Alderman  Allan  Sparrow  recently  had  a 
charge  of  sexual  assault  dismissed  at  a 
preliminary  hearing.  The  charge  was  an 
outrageous  one  and,  as  the  judge  said, 
"incapable  of  belief."  The  judge  also 
commented  on  the  police  "tainting"  the 
evidence. 

For  over  a  decade  Allan  has  been  a 
strong  supporter  of  minority  communi- 
ties and  a  forceful  advocate  of  social 
justice.  He  has  also  been  one  of  the  most 
vocal  critics  of  the  Toronto  police, 
prompting  the  Law  Union  of  Ontario  to 
comment  that  the  police  action  seemed 
designed  "to  embarrass  and  discredit  one 
of  their  most  credible  and  persistent 
critics." 

Allan's  legal  costs  are  in  excess  of 
$16,000. 1  am  coordinating  the  raising  of 
funds  for  Allan  and  1  would  encourage 
your  readers  to  contribute  what  they  can. 
Cheques  should  be  sent  to:  Sparrow  De- 
fense Fund,  c/o  Her,  Campbell,  136  Sim- 
coe  Street,  2nd  floor,  Toronto,  Ontario, 
M5H  3G4. 

It  is  important  for  the  community  at 
large  to  support  people  who  take  on  im- 
portant and  controversial  problems.  If 
your  readers  are  outraged  by  this  most  re- 
cent police  initiative,  they  should  take 
positive  action  by  contributing  to  the 
defense  fund.  All  contributions  will  be 
kept  confidential. 
Liz  White 

Sparrow  Defense  Fund 
Toronto 

Don't  count  on  dialogue 

Members  of  the  Board  of  the  Citizens* 
Independent  Review  of  Police  Activities 
are  pleased  that  The  Body  Politic  has  in- 
augurated a  column  on  the  police  written 
by  Glenn  Wheeler,  who  has  been  a  source 
of  first-rate  commentary  for  some  time. 

We  are  a  little  troubled,  however,  by 
the  credence  which  Wheeler  appears  to 
give  to  the  notion  of  dialogue  with  the 
police.  Peter  Maloney  is  quoted  as  saying 
that  the  tension  between  the  gay  com- 
munity and  the  police  is  aggravated  by 
the  lack  of  formal  liaison,  and  that  the 
decision  to  avoid  direct  contact  should  be 
reconsidered,  especially  in  the  light  of 
there  being  a  new  chief  in  office. 

Wheeler  does  raise  some  objections  to 
the  idea  of  dialogue,  but  we  believe  that 
they  are  greatly  understated.  There  is  no 
evidence  from  any  past  contacts  with  the 
police  that  there  is  any  serious  intent  to 
change  behaviour  or  attitudes  toward  the 
gay  community.  It  is  equally  true  that 
there  is  no  sign  of  the  police  changing  the 
general  patterns  of  abuse  which  we  moni- 


tor. The  force  is  as  resistant  to  really  sig- 
nificant reform  as  it  has  always  been. 

The  police  have  tried  "dialogue"  be- 
fore. In  1976,  the  Liaison  Group  on  Law 
Enforcement  and  Race  Relations  estab- 
lished committees  in  three  or  four  areas 
of  the  city  to  engender  more  "effective 
communication"  and  to  help  determine 
local  concerns.  In  reality,  they  amounted 
to  little  more  than  intelligence-gathering 
operations.  The  police  would  not,  and 
will  not,  admit  to  any  fault  in  their  deal- 
ings with  any  segment  of  the  city's 
population. 

We  should  keep  in  mind,  too,  that 
Chief  Marks  is  hardly  a  new  figure  in  the 
police  force.  Some  of  CIRPA's  Board 
members  vividly  remember  his  uncooper- 
ativeness  in  the  face  of  the  "meals  for 
prisoners"  issue  and  his  repeated  resis- 
tance to  requests  that  a  particularly  abu- 
sive officer  in  Alexandra  Park  be  trans- 
fered.  To  imagine  that  a  new  chief  will 
leave  wider  openings  for  new  ideas  and 
new  forms  of  dialogue  risks  creating 
illusions. 

There  is  no  question  that  a  division  of 
opinion  on  "dialogue"  exists  within  the 
gay  community  and  other  groups  in  this 
city.  But  those  who  concluded  some  time 
ago  that  formal  liaison  must  await  a 
change  in  police  behaviour  have  no  rea- 
son to  change  their  minds  now.  CIRPA 
does  not  rely  on  the  good  faith  of  the 
Metro  police,  and  we  believe  that  that  gay 
community  should  be  equally  wary. 
Mark  Wainberg,  President 
Citizens'  Independent  Review 
of  Police  Activities 
Toronto 


A  real  victoiy 


I  am  writing  in  response  to  your  April  ar- 
ticle about  the  Rob  Joyce  "Victory." 

Rob's  name  was  but  one  of  an  estima- 
ted 5,000  to  be  kept  on  a  semi-secret  list 
of  accused  child  molesters  here  in  BC  by 
the  government.  His  name  was  the  first  to 
be  removed  because  of  both  the  legal  and 
public  challenge  mounted  by  both  Rob 
and  his  many  hundreds  of  supporters. 

The  government  did  not  wait  until  the 
trial  to  remove  his  name  because  they 
knew  they  didn't  have  a  legal  foot  to 
stand  on.  We  do  realize  that  we  were 
denied  a  lot  of  valuable  publicity  that 
would  have  resulted  from  a  high-profile 
court  victory.  Nonetheless,  this  retreat  by 
the  Social  Credit  government  is  widely 
seen  as  the  first  major  victory  by  an  in- 
dividual in  some  time,  and  indeed  is  a 
precedent  for  others  to  follow. 

This  Human  Rights  Victory  is  the  first 
in  a  three-step  battle  that  we  face.  A  court 
date  is  yet  to  be  set  to  challenge  Rob's 
wrongful  dismissal,  to  fight  for  Job 
Rights  and  the  final  and  long  term  battle 
for  total  Gay  Rights. 

As  for  The  Body  Politic  article,  I  am 
particularly  upset  by  a  quotation  from 
Stuart  Alcock.  In  reference  to  the  case  he 
said  that  "since  it  didn't  actually  make  it 
to  court,  I  don't  expect  that  it  (is  a  prece- 
dent)." He  is  just  totally  wrong.  I  suspect 
no  one  from  your  paper  bothered  to 
check  the  legal  accuracy  of  this  statement 
before  printing!?  Ironically,  Stuart  him- 
self moved  the  unanimous  endorsement 
of  the  case  at  the  recent  BC  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Conference. 

A  lot  of  people,  gay,  lesbian  and 


THE  CLASSIC  LOOK. 


600  SHERBOURNE  STREET    967-0210 

236  BLOOR  STREET  WEST      922-2116 

TORONTO 

Dan  Burke,  Senior  Manager 
Lynne  Joyes,  Manager 


post*er,  n.  An  advertising  sheet  uniting  pictorial  image  and  printed  letter- 
ing, designed  to  engage,  inform,  persuade  and  be  posted  on  a  wall 
or  other  surface.  Syn.:  broadside,  proclamation,  playbill,  streamer, 
placard,  handbill,  showcard. 

pos»tefi*ty,  n.  1.  All  who  have  proceeded  from  a  common  ancestor; 
descendants  collectively.  Syn.:  offspring,  progeny,  issue.  2.  A 
gallery  dealing  solely  in  the  art  of  the  poster.  Daniel  Stroud, 
Leonard  Dutton  and  associates  of  POSTERITY  GRAPHICS 
LTD.  offer  Canada's  major  collection  of  contemporary  and  vin- 
tage art  posters  at  265  Queen  Street  East,  in  Toronto's  Lower  East 
Side.  Skilled  custom  mounting  available  Mon.  to  Sat.,  10:00  a.m.  to 
6:00  p.m.  861-1851. 


Celebration  '84: 
A  Sense  of  Occasion 

Opens  Friday,  June  1, 4:30  pm. 


An  exhibition  of  fantastic  garments  and 
spectacular  body  ornaments  from  36  North 
American  artists. 


Mfinswear:  A  Br'wf  History 

Thursday.  June  14, 9  pm  $6 

An  amusing  multi-media  live 
performance  look  at  men's 
fashions  from  cavemen  to  Ar- 
^mani.  conceived  by  Toronto 
jrdrobe  artist  Oavid  Buchan 


ing  up 

sday.  June21,9pm$6 


i^lic  and  tiamboyant 

pn  show  produced  by 

Bto  textile  artist  Tim 

Culminates  in  an  ex 
dinary  dance  party.  So 
Dress  Up  and  dance!. 


The  Art  Gallery  at 

Tickets:  869-8412  and  BASS  outlets     235  Oireens  Quay  West.  Toronto 
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'Wonderfully  trashy" 
BODY  POLITIC 

'  Vulgar. . .  very  funny  " 

-THE  STAR 

"  Splendid fy  Bizarre" 

-THl  St  N 
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BEHIND 

BARS 

THE  $a99  SEX  RIOT!!  1 

WEEKEND  LATE  SHOW 
SPECIAL 


BASIN  STREET  CABARET 

598-3013 


Jennie^s  Restaurant 


i^i 
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New  menu.  New  chefs.  Courtyard. 

Try  it. 

A  New  York-style  restaurant. 

Fabulous  continental  cuisine. 

Open  for  lunch  /dinner /Sunday  brunch. 

360  Queen  St  East,  Toronto  861-1461 

(Located  at  the  unglamorous  corner  of  Queen  and  Parliament) 


straight,  understand  what  the  case  is 
about  and  everywhere  I  go  people  ap- 
proach me  and  mention  how  "happy" 
and  "excited"  they  are  for  Rob  and  his 
victory. 

Rob  is  well  received  in  the  progressive- 
left  circles  of  Vancouver  and  just  recently 
w£is  elected  to  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  West  End  Community  Centre  by  a 
predominantly  senior  but  enthusiastic 
crowd.  His  personal  strength  and  integ- 
rity have  won  his  case  the  open  endorse- 
ment of  Margaret  Birrell  (BC  NDP 
Leadership  Candidate),  Alderpersons, 
MP's,  MLA's,  the  Press,  the  Provincial 
Council  of  the  BC  NDP  (not  known  in  the 
last  few  yccirs  for  sticking  its  neck  out  too 
far),  and  was  thunderously  applauded  by 
both  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Lower 
Mainland  Solidarity  Coalition  and  the 
Provincial  Steering  Committee  of  Soli- 
darity when  his  Victory  was  announced. 

As  full  time  co-ordinator  of  the  Lower 
Mainland  Solidarity  Coalition  I  can  per- 
sonally vouch  for  the  wide  support  of 
Rob's  case  amongt  both  community  and 
trade  union  members. 

1  hope  a  much  more  positive  and  up- 
beat article  about  Rob's  case  will  follow 
in  The  Body  Politic. 
Harry  Grunsky 
Vancouver 

Richard  Summerbetl  replies: 
It  was  my  understanding  that  Stuart 
Alcock  was  using  the  expression  "to  set  a 
precedent"  as  it  is  commonly  used  by 
non-lawyers,  to  refer  to  a  judicial  deci- 
sion of  sufficiently  prestigious  origins  to 
become  more-or-less  binding  on  subse- 
quent decisions  made  by  courts  of  the 
same  rank  or  lower.  (In  law,  this  principle 
is  referred  to  as  stare  decisis  —  a  term  you 
really  have  to  be  a  lawyer  to  use!)  Since 
no  judicial  decision,  binding  or  other- 
wise, was  made  in  Joyce's  win,  Alcock 
was  technically  correct  in  saying  that  no 
precedent  of  this  sort  was  set. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  less  common, 
but  still  accurate,  to  refer  to  pioneering  a 
new  avenue  of  legal  redress,  as  Joyce  did, 
as  a  "precedent."  This  sort  of  precedent 
doesn't  have  the  deceptive  "engraved  in 
stone"  quality  of  the  other,  but  it  can 
sometimes  be  more  important.  As  I  said 
in  my  previous  story  on  this  topic  (TBP, 
January /February),  "If  (Joyce's)  case 
forces  the  Canadiem  legal  system  to  safe- 
guard gay  social  service  workers  from  the 
arbitrary  application  of  sexual  stigma. . . 
we  may  all  have  a  more  promising 
future."  Giving  people  a  new  avenue  of 
legal  recourse  with  or  without  the  actual 
intervention  of  a  judge  is  an  important 
step  toward  putting  this  safeguard  into 
place. 


CARBON  COPIES 


May  4,  1984 

Mr  D  S  McGiverin 
Corporate  Executive  Offices 
The  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
2  Bloor  Street  East 
Toronto,  Ontario  M4W  3H7 

Dear  Mr  McGiverin: 
A  recent  issue  of  the  Toronto  Star  (April 
26)  informs  us  "at  least  28  men  ranging  in 
age  from  18  to  60  have  been  charged  with 
indecent  acts"  in  washrooms  of  The  Bay 
in  Oakville,  Ontario. 

First,  let  me  say  I  agree  with  The  Bay's 
management  that  department  store  wash- 
rooms are  an  inappropriate  place  for  sex, 
gay,  straight  or  otherwise.  In  fact,  the 
reason  most  of  the  civilized  world  has 
separate  washrooms  for  men  and  women 
is  to  prevent  sex  from  occurring  between 
the  two  in  washrooms.  That  The  Bay  has 
seen  fit  to  maintain  this  celibate  wash- 
room tradition  is  both  logical  and  under- 


standable given  The  Bay's  long  history  in 
Canada  and  the  fact  that  The  Bay  is  part 
of  tradition  in  Canada. 

What  is  neither  logical  nor  understand- 
able is  the  response  of  The  Bay's  manage- 
ment when  presented  with  a  non-celibate 
washroom. 

As  a  business  owner  of  several  years,  1 
know  as  well  as  you  that  the  best  way  to 
solve  a  business  problem  is  one  which  is 
quick,  quiet  and  cost-effective.  Dragging 
28  people  through  the  courts  and  the 
press  involves  heaven-only-knows  how 
much  time,  energy  and  money  expended 
by  heaven-only-knows  how  many  Bay 
management,  police,  lawyers,  prosecu- 
tors, judges,  court  clerks,  newspaper 
reporters,  etc,  none  of  which  is  quick, 
quiet  or  cost-effective. 

And  after  all  that,  your  problem  in  the 
washroom  is  not  solved,  the  effort  simply 
doesn't  work.  You  don't  believe  me?  I've 
never  been  to  your  Oakville  store,  but 
checked  with  your  staff.  The  washroom  is 
probably  still  inappropriately  active. 

What  the  gay  community  has  advocat- 
ed for  years  to  businesses  such  as  yours  to 
solve  the  problem  is  simple:  Station  a 
uniformed  security  guard  in  the 
washroom. 

This  is  quick  —  all  sexual  activity  will 
cease  immediately;  it  is  quiet  —  no  need 
to  upset  your  valued  customers  needless- 
ly; it  is  cost-effective,  as  a  uniformed 
guard  can  be  hired  at  minimum  wage, 
and  the  expensive  energies  of  the  judicial 
system  can  be  more  properly  spent  chas- 
ing high-priority  offenders  such  as  mur- 
derers, rapists  and  robbers  (including 
shoplifters). 

This  leaves  us  one  small  matter:  your 
company  clearly  chose  not  the  obvious 
solution  to  the  washroom  problem,  but 
instead  chose  to  leave  the  problem  un- 
solved £md  try  to  destroy  at  least  28  indiv- 
idual lives.  Perhaps  you  have  senior  man- 
agement which  is  not  interested  in  solving 
problems,  but  instead  gleefully  drools 
and  slobbers  over  the  prospect  of  hanging 
unnecessary  criminal  convictions  on  your 
customers  at  the  expense  of  taxpayers  and 
other  Bay  customers. 

Well,  Mr  McGiverin,  I  hope  your  man- 
agers had  their  perverted  fun.  You  have 
just  lost  me  as  a  customer,  and  I  am  urg- 
ing every  gay  person  I  know  to  do  as  I  am 
doing.  Enclosed  please  find  my  Bay  credit 
card  cut  in  half  and  a  cheque  paying  the 
balance  of  my  account.  Please  close  my 
account  immediately. 

No  longer  will  my  hard-earned  dollars 
support  the  prejudice  and  intolerance  yon 
and  your  management  team  have  insti- 
tuted against  gay  people.  Some  of  us  are 
far  enough  out  of  the  closet  that  we  are 
prepared  to  live  without  a  bloody-minded 
Bay  and  its  bigotry. 
Richard  Brown 
Toronto 


AIDS:  a  request  for  ideas 

I  am  working  on  the  politics  of  AIDS 
for  a  book  that  will  examine,  in  partic- 
ular, the  symbolic  ways  in  which  AIDS 
is  being  viewed.  I  am  particularly  in- 
terested in  anything  readers  might 
know  of  which  discusses  how  AIDS 
has  affected  the  way  we  think  about 
community,  spirituality,  medicine, 
sexuality  and  politics  as  a  result  of  the 
epidemic.  I  would  be  very  interested  in 
hearing  from  people  who  might  have 
relevant  comments  or  material. 
Dennis  Altman 
1326  Third  A  venue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94143 


The  Body  Politic  welcomes  your  letters. 
Address  them  to:  Letters,  The  Body  Politic, 
Box  7289,  StnA,  Toronto,  ON  MS  W 1X9. 
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ot  long  ago,  Ron  Ackerman 
was  an  up-and-coming  young 
cop  in  Moose  Jaw,  Sasicatche- 
wan,  maicing  $16  an  hour  and  enjoying 
his  job.  Today,  he's  making  $6  an  hour 
and  demanding  his  due.  "I  don't  want 
to  set  myself  up  as  a  defender,"  he  says, 
"but  I  feel  strongly  that  my  rights  as  a 
human  being  have  been  violated.  To  put 
it  very  bluntly,  I  am  not  the  only  gay 
policeman  in  the  world." 

Ackerman  was  suspended  from  the 
Moose  Jaw  police  department  last  June 
after  being  accused  of  sexually  molesting 
an  18-year-old  youth.  However,  the 
charge,  laid  under  the  Juvenile  Delin- 
quents Act,  was  dismissed  last  October 
and  Ackerman  figured  he  would  be  able 
to  go  back  to  work.  That  was  not  to  be. 
The  Moose  Jaw  board  of  police  commis- 
sioners dismissed  him  outright  under 
Section  36  of  the  Saskatchewan  Police 
Act.  They  didn't  want  a  homo  on  their 
police  force,  even  a  homo  who  was  one 
of  the  best  cops  they  had. 

Ackerman  didn't  know  it  at  the  time, 
but  his  fouble  began  in  a  park.  It's  one 
of  the  few  places  a  man  can  go  to  find 
sex  in  Moose  Jaw,  a  city  of  35,000  im- 
bued with  what  its  poHce  chief  describes 
as  "that  old-fashioned  Christian  ethic." 
People  don't  have  sex  in  this  park  be- 
cause there's  no  privacy.  Anyway,  Ron 
wasn't  there  to  find  sex.  "I  couldn't 
react  to  my  sexual  desires,"  he  says.  "I 
was  too  well-known.  I  had  been  on  TV 
talk  shows  and  used  to  work  with  youth 
groups.  My  face  was  very  well-known 
around  the  city.  But  I  could  get  away  to 
other  places.  Saskatoon  usually,  but 
sometimes  to  Edmonton  or  Vancouver. 
And  I  would  stay  as  far  away  from 
policemen  in  those  places  as  I  could." 

It  was  in  the  park  about  two  years  ago 
that  he  met  a  boy,  then  15  years  old,  and 
began  the  friendship  that  would  lead  to 
his  trouble.  The  boy  was  a  strange  kid. 
He  said  he  was  a  witch  —  a  high  priest  of 
the  Moose  Jaw  Satanic  Church.  The 
boy's  brothers  bullied  him,  and  he  craved 
care  and  affection.  "Stupid  me  was  too 
dumb  to  see  the  writing  on  the  wall,"  said 
Ron.  "I  lived  in  a  small  city  and  worked 
with  people  all  my  life.  I  never  experi- 
enced any  kind  of  thing  Hke  this." 

The  boy  came  by  the  police  station 
and  sat  in  Ackerman's  office,  and  they 
visited  the  art  gallery.  One  weekend, 
they  went  to  Saskatoon  and  stayed  at  a 
friend's  house. 

"We  slept  in  separate  beds.  Nothing 
happened.  I  knew  he  was  emotionally 
mixed  up  and  had  no  intention  of  using 
him  for  any  sexual  gain." 

The  boy's  mother  knew  her  son  was 
mixed  up,  but  she  blamed  it  on  Acker- 
man. "She  purported  that  I  had  made 
the  kid  into  some  kind  of  weirdo," 
Ackerman  says,  recalling  testimony 
from  his  trial  last  October.  "She  said 
that  I  had  caused  mental  duress  for  him 
and  for  her." 

Ackerman  shared  the  mental  duress. 
He  had  been  charged  under  the  Juvenile 
Delinquents  Act.  He  was  accustomed  to 
testifying  at  someone  else's  trial,  but  now 
found  himself  trying  to  persuade  a  judge 
that  he  hadn't  had  sex  with  a  minor. 

It  was  the  mother  who  pushed  it,  not 
the  kid.  When  the  Moose  Jaw  cops 
wouldn't  act  on  her  complaint,  she  went 
to  the  Attorney  General's  department  in 
Regina.  The  trial  was  closed  to  the  pub- 
lic because  of  the  kid's  age,  but  it  re- 
sulted in  the  charge  being  dismissed. 

Corporal  Ackerman  was  relieved  that 
it  was  over.  Now  he  could  go  back  to 
work  again  as  head  of  the  identification 
bureau  of  the  59-man  force.  It  was  a  job 
he  had  taken  over  in  1977  after  being 
sent  to  Ottawa  to  be  trained.  He  did  it  all 
himself  until  about  three  years  ago, 
when  the  other  cops  became  so  im- 
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pressed  with  the  way  Ackerman  could 
seal  convictions  with  photographs  and 
fingerprints  that  they  put  another  officer 
to  work  in  the  bureau. 

"It's  the  only  job  I'm  trained  to  do," 
Ackerman  says.  "It's  the  only  thing  I 
can  do."  He  had  joined  the  force  in 
1966,  when  he  was  18.  So  anxious  was  he 
to  get  back  to  work  that  he  was  going  to 
drop  by  the  station  on  the  way  home 


COPWATCH 
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from  the  courthouse  to  see  how  things 
were.  But  Fred  Kovack,  his  lawyer,  said 
he  shouldn't.  "Fred  wanted  to  keep 
everything  professional  and  wait  for  the 
department  to  make  the  next  move." 
They  got  in  the  lawyer's  car  and  heard 
on  the  radio  that,  acquittal  or  no  acquit- 
tal, Ackerman  would  be  dismissed. 

The  police  commission  had  decided  to 
use  Section  36  of  the  Saskatchewan  Pol- 
ice Act.  It  reads:  "Where  in  the  opinion 
of  the  board  (of  police  commissioners) 
there  are  reasonable  grounds  for  termina- 
ting the  services  of  a  member  on  the  basis 
of  incompetence,  mi.sconduct,  negligence 
in  the  performance  of  duty,  or  incapacity 
or  unsuitability  to  carry  out  the  duties  re- 
quired of  his  position,  the  board  shall  in- 
form the  member  of  the  grounds  and 
provide  him  with  sufficient  opportunity 
to  make  representations  to  it." 

The  commissioners  had  two  excuses 
for  resorting  to  Section  36.  Everyone 
knows  Ackerman  is  a  homo,  no  one 
likes  homos,  so  he  would  cause  animos- 


Despite  a  good  record  and  a  not-guilty  verdict  on  a 

molestation  charge,  Ron  Ackerman  finds  the  Moose 

Jaw  police  force  doesn't  want  him  anymore. 
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chief  proceeded  all  by  his  lonesome  and 
no  one  stood  in  the  way." 

The  union's  acquiescence  is  all  the 
more  mean-spirited  considering  that  the 
section  of  the  provincial  police  act  used 
to  get  rid  of  Ackerman  has  been  criti- 
cized by  the  Saskatchewan  Federation  of 
Police  Officers  as  being  unfair  to  cops. 
Union  officials  say  the  section  doesn't 
provide  policemen  any  protection  from 
malicious  complaints.  "It  was  an  admin- 
istration decision,  not  ours,"  Parry  says 
tersely. 

Mayor  Louis  H  Lewry  is  terse  at  first, 
too,  but  for  a  different  reason.  When 
asked  about  the  case,  the  combination 
mayor,  police-commission  chairman  and 
bon  vivant  has  a  simple  answer.  "The 
case  is  before  the  court  and  I  can't  talk 
about  a  case  that's  before  the  court. 
That's  a  principle  of  British  justice." 
However,  what  Louis  Lewry  says  is  not 
true.  The  case  is  before  the  Saskatche- 
wan Police  Commission,  which  will  hear 
Ackerman's  apppeal  of  the  Moose  Jaw 
police  association's  decision  in  July. 

Meanwhile,  Ackerman  lives  in  Regina 
with  his  lover  of  two  years.  (A  loving 
relationship  is  one  of  the  few  good 
things  to  have  come  along  for  Ackerman 
in  a  while.)  He  used  to  commute  to  his 
job  in  Moose  Jaw,  but  now  he  supervises 
100  men  at  a  security  firm  in  Regina. 
Moose  Jaw  is  40  miles  away  and  so  is  the 
ex-wife  that  he  moved  away  from  three 
years  ago.  His  13-year-old  son  and 
15-year-old  daughter  Hve  there,  too.  He 
came  out  to  his  wife  three  years  ago,  but 
their  divorce  didn't  come  through  until 
last  February. 

"She  was  very  upset  when  she  found 
out  that  I'm  gay...  that  I  love  men...  and 
have  to  pursue  a  different  lifestyle.  I 
went  through  a  couple  of  fiascoes.  Her 
lawyer  told  me  to  move  out  of  the  house 
and  I  did  because  I  didn't  want  to  cause 
a  fuss  for  the  kids.  We  went  through  sev- 
eral court  cases  over  property  and  I  got 
less  than  I  deserved  because  I  didn't 
want  to  admit  I  was  gay  and  didn't  want 
to  involve  my  lover  in  it.  I  lost  a  lot." 

Ackerman  knows  how  hard  it  would 
be  to  go  back  to  being  a  policeman  in 
Moose  Jaw.  People  in  Moose  Jaw,  two 
thirds  of  whom  are  retired,  haven't  had 
a  lot  of  experience  with  gay  people. 
Neither  have  Chief  Riley  or  Mayor  Louis 
Lewry,  but  that  doesn't  stop  them  from 
being  homophobic.  Asked  if  there's  any 
kind  of  gay  community  in  Moose  Jaw, 
Riley  says:  "There  hasn't  been  a  past 
history  of  problems  of  that  sort .' '  But  he 
hastens  to  add:  "Court  cases,  things  of 
that  nature." 

Louis  Lewry  is  less  charitable.  Asked 
what  he  thinks  of  gay  people.  His  Wor- 
ship hangs  up  the  telephone. 

But  Ron  Ackerman  believes  that  most 
of  the  people  he  worked  with  would  like 
to  see  him  back.  He  also  says  he  can  do 
his  job  now  just  as  well  as  he  could  before 
anyone  found  out  he's  gay.  "A  person 
doesn't  become  gay  overnight."  he  .says. 
"I  did  the  job  for  17  years  and  there  was 
no  complaint  about  my  work.  1  feel  that  1 
have  been  degraded  as  a  person  within  the 
comnumiiy.  I  have  become  a  second-class 
person  due  to  the  fact  thai  I'm  gay.  1  also 
feel  that  wherever  I  go,  this  situation  will 
follow  me. 
"I  want  to  clear  mv  name.'Tl 


ity  and  a  breakdown  in  morale.  He  was 
broke,  so  it  would  be  hard  for  him  to 
deal  with  the  good  people  of  Moose 
Jaw,  especially  the  people  to  whom  he 
owed  money. 

The  commissioners  left  unsaid  the  fact 
that  it  was  the  cost  of  defending  himself 
against  the  criminal  charge  that  drove 
Ackerman  into  bankruptcy  (it  took 
$5,000  to  prove  his  innocence).  The  com- 
missioners didn't  do  him  a  favour  when 
they  cut  off  his  pay  last  July.  And  17 
years  of  good  work  seemed  not  to  matter. 
Police  Chief  Ron  Riley  admits  that  there 
had  never  been  any  complaints  about 
Ackerman's  work.  "I  would  say  it's 
basically  a  good  record,"  he  says  of 
Ackerman's  years  with  the  force. 

Matters  weren't  helped  any  by  the 
several  run-ins  Riley  had  with  Ackerman, 
who  was  an  active  member  of  the  Moose 
Jaw  Policemen's  Association.  "When- 
ever I  had  anything  to  say,  I  said  it," 
Ackerman  explains.  "I  did  a  lot  of  work 
with  the  union."  It  was  Ackerman,  for 
example,  who  had  ironed  out  the  details 
of  the  force's  pension  plan.  "I  spent  a  lot 
of  nights  in  front  of  the  typewriter  work- 
ing on  the  plan,"  he  recalls. 

But  one  good  turn  doesn't  necessarily 
deserve  another  at  the  Moose  Jaw  Pol- 
icemen's Association.  Fred  Kovack  asked 
Max  Parry,  president  of  thea.ssociation, 
for  a  letter  of  support .  but  Parry  wasn't 
even  willing  to  provide  that. 

"I  feel  very  used,"  Ackerman  says, 
"after  working  so  hard  for  the  union.  1 
had  used  a  lot  of  my  free  time  to  sit  on 
committees  and  chair  meetings.  If  the 
union  had  stood  up  for  me,  this  whole 
thing  might  never  have  happened.  The 
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COMBAT  ZONE 

CHRIS  BEARCHELL 


The  magnificent  distraction 


For  months,  the  headlines  have  been  full 
of  talk  about  smut  —  with  an  emphasis 
on  kiddie  porn  and  murder /mutilation 
movies  —  leaving  good  citizens  every- 
where cringing  in  the  dark,  and  politi- 
cians plotting  the  real  mayhem:  guaran- 
teeing their  own  political  futures. 

Lately,  the  headlines  have  been  the 
result  of  the  last  round  of  public  hearings 
on  prostitution  and  pornography  by  Jus- 
tice Minister  Mark  MacGuigan's  Fraser 
Committee.  MacGuigan  hopes  to  pre- 
empt the  committee's  findings  by  ram- 
ming a  series  of  Criminal  Code  amend- 
ments through  the  next  session  of  Parlia- 
ment. Bill  C-57  would  expand  the  defini- 
tion of  obscenity  to  include  the  degrada- 
tion of  persons,  and  would  further  penal- 
ize prostitution  by  making  customers 
liable  to  prosecution. The  god-fearing 
must  be  made  to  tremble  if  they  are  to  be 
persuaded  that  the  armed  guardians  of 
social  order  need  more  power  to  do  their 
jobs  well. 

But  if  that  doesn't  work,  the  justice 
minister  will  at  least  have  succeeded  in 
putting  his  pet  issues  on  the  campaign 
agenda  for  the  election  that's  just  around 
the  corner  (an  election  during  which 
MacGuigan  still  nurtures  fantasies  that  he 
may  become  prime  minister).  There's 
nothing  like  law-and-order,  except  maybe 
sex,  to  take  the  voters'  minds  off  social 
and  economic  problems. 

Even  if  the  Fraser  Committee  were  to 
endorse  some  of  the  more  interesting  or 
innovative  ideas  it  has  heard,  it's  too  late. 
The  committee's  role  in  the  "discussion" 
w£is  set  a  long  time  ago:  to  become  an 
elaborate  distraction;  and  to  provide  the 
media  with  the  opportunity  to  create 
"appropriate"  public  opinion. 

A  good  chunk  of  the  mainstream 
media  has  been  happy  to  oblige.  Pornog- 
raphy and  prostitution  are  issues  that  lend 
themselves  to  a  lucrative  school  of  jour- 
nalism: sensationalism.  There  are  plenty 
of  vicarious  thrills  to  be  had  by  probing 
the  pain  of  rape  victims  and  the  fascin- 
ating horror  of  life  on  the  streets.  The 
latest  article  about  women  tearing  up  por- 
nography in  some  hotel  lobby  makes  a 
perfect  accompaniment  to  the  standard 
fare  of  sex  and  violence  that  dominates 
the  headlines  and  keeps  "decent  folks" 
nervous  behind  closed  doors. 

Sensational  "journalism"  is  most  ef- 
fective, and  most  insidious,  when  it         v^ 
works  in  cooperation  with  credible  insti- 
tutions like  the  police.  A  four-column 
story  in  the  April  18  Globe  and  Mail  was 
headlined:  "Hard-core  porn  for  rent; 
snuff  film  a  hit  with  children."  The  article 
quoted  homicide  detectives,  who  said  that 
at  least  one  of  the  killings  in  videotapes 
they'd  seized  was  real. 

Fortunately,  the  spectre  of  state  cen- 
sorship ensures  that  not  all  journalists  are 
naive  or  cavalier  about  police  interests  in 
the  debate.  Michael  Enright,  editor  of 
Qt4est  magazine,  said  in  a  letter  to  the 
Globe  April  25  that,  if  the  substance  of 
the  snuff  story  were  true,  the  Globe  had 
"fallen  over  a  journalistic  exclusive  of 
stupendous  dimensions."  As  Enright 
pointed  out,  no  one  has  ever  been  able  to 
authenticate  rumours  that  so-called  snuff 
films  include  actual  murders.  If  the  police 
now  have  the  evidence,  Enright  asked, 
when  will  they  lay  murder  charges? 

Ten  days  later,  Enright's  question  was 


answered.  In  a  Globe  feature  entitled 
"Where  is  all  that  pom?,"  Bryan  John- 
son explained  that  some  bureaucrats  and 
their  political  bosses  at  Queen's  Park 
were  afraid  to  be  quoted  if  their  views 
departed  from  the  all-party  pro-censor- 
ship "correct  line."  That  line  is  based  on 
the  widely  held  perception  that  the  pro- 
vince is  being  flooded  with  vile  and 
disgusting  smut.  Tory  culture  minister 
Susan  Fish,  for  example,  had  no  trouble 
assuring  Johnson  that  "everything  from 
so-called  snuff  movies  to  very,  very 
serious  exploitation  of  women  and 
children"  is  available  in  Ontario  video 
stores. 

The  facts,  as  Johnson  discovered  them, 
were  a  little  different.  Project  P,  the  joint 
Metro  Toronto /Ontario  Provincial  Police 
anti-porn  squad,  has  created  a  set  of 
guidelines  that  forbid  "any  form  of  pene- 
tration, sexual  act  combined  with  vio- 
lence, with  children  or  with  animals" 
(yes,  the  cops  really  talk  like  that).  Last 
year's  raids  for  videotapes,  based  on 
these  guidelines,  netted  Project  P  300  dif- 
ferent titles.  Any  snuff  films?  Cpl  Ron 
Kirkpatrick  told  Johnson,  "We've  never 
seen  a  real  snuff  film  at  Project  P." 
Seizures  of  kiddie  porn  have  been  limited 
to  a  couple  of  homemade  efforts.  Con- 
victions are  virtually  automatic  for  such 
"hard-core"  material. 

Johnson  concluded  that  existing  crim- 
inal law,  not  to  mention  censorship,  is 
controlling  both  violent  and  sexual  im- 
agery quite  effectively  —  in  spite  of  the 
startling  revelations  of  that  first  Globe  ar- 
ticle. This  is  the  closest  either  the  cops  or 
the  Globe  have  come  to  a  retraction. 

Nonetheless,  the  belief  that  porn  — 
and  the  video-porn  industry  in  particular 
—  is  completely  out  of  control  has  voters 
and  politicians  at  all  levels  convinced  that 
something  must  be  done.  A  dubiously 
worded  poll  by  the  Ontario  Ministry  of 
Consumer  and  Commercial  Relations 
shows  support  for  the  province's  censor 
board.  And  Minister  Robert  Elgie  has  an- 
nounced that  new  legislation  will  empow- 
er the  Ontario  Censor  Board  to  ban  com- 
mercially distributed  videotapes.  (The 
new,  improved  censors  will  be  re-named 
the  Ontario  Film  Review  Board.) 

State  bureaucrats  aren't  the  only 
bureaucrats  who  want  in  on  the  action. 
The  Alliance  of  Canadian  Cinema  ,  Tele- 
vision and  Radio  Artists  (ACTRA)  made  a 
submission  to  the  Fraser  Committee  that 
consisted  of  a  newly  released  policy  state- 
ment produced  by  ACTRA's  board  of 
directors.  The  statement  advocated  that 
the  Criminal  Code  definition  of  obscenity 
be  expanded  to  include  depictions  of  a 
variety  of  acts,  among  them  "sado-maso- 
chistic portrayals  of  men  or  women  being 
beaten,  tortured,  maimed,  raped,  tied  up, 
chained,  whipped...."  (Did  somebody  get 
off  on  writing  that  line?)  The  ACTRA 
board  proposed  to  limit  the  need  for 
government  censorship  by  negotiating 
with  producers  clauses  that  would  pro- 
hibit "materials  that  advocate  or  con- 
done violent  or  abusive  behaviour  to- 
wards human  beings."  This  prompted  the 
Association  of  Canadian  Film  and  Tele- 
vision Producers  to  declare  that  a  profes- 
sional association  should  not  "impose  on 
a  production  its  editorial  bias  or  stan- 
dards of  morality."  But  the  loudest  pro- 
test came  from  ACTRA  members  them- 


selves. Dozens  signed  petitions  or  sent  let- 
ters protesting  their  own  board's  actions, 
with  some  expressing  wonder  at  the  short 
memory  of  their  colleagues:  McCarthy- 
ism,  the  blacklists  and  the  prissy  Holly- 
wood production  code  are  not  things  of 
the  distant  past. 

But  actors  and  other  artists  aren't  the 
only  people  with  a  great  regard  for 
freedom  of  expression  who  nevertheless 
have  given  liberal  cover  to  the  censorious 
urges  of  those  in  power.  The  day  after  the 
first  "snuff  story  appeared  in  the 
Globe,  Toronto  New  Democrat  Dan 
Heap  demanded  that  Justice  Minister 
MacGuigan  explain  what  the  government 
was  going  to  do  about  "the  explosion  of 
video  films  that  peddle  obscene  vio- 
lence." Heap  quoted  the  cop's  claims  that 
they  had  seized  snuff  films.  The  Canad- 
ian Civil  Liberties  Association  defends 
the  obscenity  section  of  the  Criminal 
Code  even  as  it  denounces  prior  censor- 
ship. In  Vancouver,  the  visible  role  of  gay 
men  in  the  latest  twist  to  the  anti-prostitu- 
tion crusade,  the  "shame  the  Johns" 
campaign,  has  given  gay  liberationists 
cause  to  ponder  (see  page  15). 

The  pressure  on  unionists,  artists,  civil 
libertarians  and  other  progressive  people 
to  condemn  the  sex  industry,  marginalize 
its  workers  and  cast  them  as  victims  (lav- 
ishing pity  on  them,  at  best)  has  been  gen- 
erated by  a  tendency  within  feminism  that 
is  not  only  anti-violence,  but  erotophobic 
as  well.  Fortunately,  there  are  feminists 
who  challenge  this  tendency.  They  were 
among  the  artists  who  criticized  the 
ACTRA  board's  actions;  they  are  the 
people  who  are  coming  forward  to  make 
the  diversity  of  feminist  opinion  on  porn 
and  prostitution  more  obvious. 

Feminist  writer  June  Callwood  recently 
asked  pointed  questions  about  the  role  of 
Maude  Barlow,  once  leader  of  the  protest 
against  Playboy  programming  on  pay- 
TV,  and  now  the  latest  anti-porn  activist 
to  make  her  living  off  the  sex  industry  — 
taking  across  the  country  a  travelling 
road  show  of  film  clips  and  photos  de- 
picting atrocities  against  women  and  chil- 
dren. And  she's  doing  it  at  public  ex- 
pense: she's  now  the  prime  minister's  spe- 
cial advisor  on  women.  After  more  than  a 
decade  of  feminist  organizing,  women  in 
Canada  are  as  economically  disadvan- 
taged as  ever.  Callwood  cites  the  statis- 
tics: half  the  single-parent  families  head- 
ed by  women  live  below  the  poverty  line; 
two-thirds  of  women  over  65  live  in  pov- 
erty; women  still  earn  an  average  of  60 
percent  of  what  men  earn;  most  welfare 
recipients  are  women  and  children.  Day- 
care is  inadequate;  abortion  not  readily 
available.  In  the  face  of  all  this,  Callwood 
concludes.  Barlow  and  her  travelling 
show  are  "a  magnificent  distraction.  A 
government  that  doesn't  want  to  take  any 
meaningful  action  to  help  women  needs 
all  the  Maude  Barlows  it  can  get." 

The  tragedy  of  all  this  is  that  a  cycle  of 
poverty  is  the  real  source  of  the  violence 
that  victimizes  so  many  women  and  child- 
ren. But  let's  face  it:  poverty  isn't  a  very 
sexy  subject  for  journalists.  Not  when 
they  can  turn  their  attention  to  streets 
supposedly  overflowing  with  hookers,  to 
little  kids  getting  their  grubby  paws  on 
supposed  snuff  films  and  to  the  Maude 
Barlows  of  the  world  showing  off  a 
bunch  of  dirty  pictures.  D 
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HUMAN  RIGHTS 


W6uld  BC  legislators  rather  protect  chimps? 


VICTORIA—  Four  days  after  they  had 
amused  themselves  with  a  series  of 
homophobic  remari^s  and  jests,  BC's  rul- 
ing Social  Credit  party  voted  to  pass  the 
province's  new  Human  Rights  Act  into 
law  May  8.  The  passage  of  the  act  was 
greeted  with  dismay  by  human-rights  ac- 
tivists in  the  province;  the  remarks  met 
with  frustration  and  outrage. 

Even  in  the  absence  of  homophobic 
commentary,  the  new  act  (referred  to  as 
Bill  11)  was  destined  to  be  disliked  by 
British  Columbians  in  need  of  human- 
rights  protection.  It  was  introduced  April 
10  as  the  long-awaited  replacement  for 
the  unpopular  BjU  27,  one  of  several  bills 
the  government  was  forced  to  allow  to  die 
as  part  of  a  settlement  with  anti-govern- 
ment protestors  last  November.  Like  its 
predecessor.  Bill  1 1  eliminated  some  of 
the  most  vital  sections  of  previous 
human-rights  legislation  in  BC:  the  inde- 
pendent and  well-staffed  Human  Rights 
Branch  was  abolished  and  replaced  by  a 
small  council  directly  subordinate  to  the 
Minister  of  Labour;  the  educational  func- 
tion of  the  former  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission was  eliminated,  along  with  the 
Commission  itself;  and  a  catch-all  clause 
forbidding  any  discrimination  "without 
reasonable  cause"  was  dropped. 

It  was  this  last  move  that  was  particu- 
larly galling  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  com- 
munity: the  "reasonable-cause"  provi- 
sion had  been  thought  to  provide  some 
measure  of  human-rights  protection  to    \ 
sexual  minorities. 

The  new  bill  differed  from  the  some- 
what more  draconian  Bill  27  by  banning 
discriminatory  advertising,  by  permitting 
(but  not  encouraging)  affirmative-action 
programmes,  by  subjecting  discrimina- 
tors to  punitive  damages  of  up  to  $2,000, 
and  by  removing  from  the  complainant 
the  burden  of  proving  the  accused's 
intent  to  discriminate. 

In  the  interval  between  the  death  of  Bill 
27  and  the  appearance  of  the  current  bill, 
the  government  fulfilled  one  of  the  prom- 
ises it  made  to  protestors  in  November:  a 
committee  "consulted"  with  members  of 
community  groups  about  the  nature  of 
the  new  bill.  Although  few  British  Col- 
umbians expected  that  this  consultative 
process  would  profoundly  influence  the 
thrust  of  the  new  legislation,  many  were 
surprised  by  the  appju-ent  off-handedness 
with  which  the  government  treated  the 
recommendations  of  the  committee.  The 
committee  submitted  its  report  to  Bob 
McClelland,  the  minister  responsible  for 
human  rights,  April  6;  the  new  bill  was 
introduced  only  two  working  days  later. 
After  he  was  publicly  accused  by  com- 
munity groups  of  ignoring  the 
committee's  report,  McClelland  declared 
that  the  report  itself  was  merely  a  formal- 
ity. However,  two  human-rights  activists 
who  were  among  the  five  community  rep- 
resentatives on  the  committee  promptly 
disavowed  the  new  bill. 

In  the  community  itself,  reaction  to  the 
new  bill  was  muted  —  mostly  because 
major  newspaper  strikes  in  Vancouver 
made  information  difficult  to  obtain.  The 
few  reactions  that  did  appear  in  public 
were  unequivocally  negative. 

Gordon  Fairweather,  head  of  the  Can- 
adian Human  Rights  Commission,  called 
the  biir 'seriously  deficient,  and  referred 
to  it  as  an  "ideological  thing,  and  one  I 
deplore."  Closer  to  home,  the  BC 
Human  Rights  Coalition,  an  umbrella  or- 
ganization of  community  groups  opposed 
to  the  bill,  held  a  demonstration  on  the 


steps  of  the  legislature  April  30.  Spokes- 
person Alicia  Lawrence,  who  staged  a 
protest  on  the  legislature  grounds  the 
night  before  the  demo,  wants  the  bill 
withdrawn.  She  told  approximately  150 
supporters  that  her  "vigil  (was)  intended 
to  symbolize  our  determination  not  to  al- 
low this  government  to  take  BC  back  in 
time,  (nor  to  take)  our  rights  and  free- 
doms with  it." 

During  Bill  ll's  second  reading.  May  4, 
government  members  of  the  legislative 
assembly  got  to  show  where  they  stood 
on  the  subject  of  human  rights. 

Colin  Gablemann,  NDP  labour  and 
humem-rights  critic,  inadvertently  started 
the  belli  roUing  by  suggesting  that  Bill  1 1 
be  amended  to  reinstate  the  "reasonable- 
cause"  provision.  Gableman  told  the 
legislature  the  new  bill  constituted  a  virtu- 
al "govenmient  declaration  of  war"  on 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community.  If  the 
catch-all  clause  were  not  reinserted,  he 
said,  the  bill  should  be  amended  so  that  it 
explicitly  protected  people  from  discrim- 
ination on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation. 
This  prompted  Russ  Fraser,  a  Socred 
backbencher,  to  say:  "I  would  remind  the 
member  that...  that  category  includes 
many  people  who  are  completely  un- 
acceptable to  society,"  He  added:  "There 
are  many  of  us  who  don't  believe  in  child 
porn  (or)  in  child  molesters;  that  is  a  sex- 
ual orientation  that  I  think  (Gabelmann) 
would  reject  himself." 

Gabelmann  pointed  out  that  neither 
the  heterosexual  majority  of  child  abusers 
nor  its  minority  homosexual  counterpart 
would  be  protected  by  the  proposed 
clause.  He  reiterated  that  the  clause  was 
meant  to  protect  gay  people  from  the  ef- 
fects of  bigotry  in  the  general  population. 

Up  popped  John  Parks,  another  gov- 
ernment backbencher.  "Are  you  telling 
me  that  because  I  don't  approve  of  gays, 
I'm  a  bigot?"  he  demanded.  He  went  on 
to  refer  to  gays  as  "deviant"  and 
"perverse." 

Gablemann  told  Parks  the  point  was 
neither  to  approve  nor  disapprove,  but  to 
protect  gay  people  from  discrimination. 
Noting  his  adversaries'  skepticism,  his 
emotions  began  to  rise.  In  a  voice  choked 
with  frustration,  he  said,  "I  would  like  to 
take  those  members  with  me  to  meetings 
with  various  gay  and  lesbian  organiza- 


tions to  talk  to  those  people  about  their 
daily  lives  and  what  they  have  to  put  up 
with." 

"You've  got  a  deal,"  Fraser  chortled, 
"but  only  during  the  days." 

This  remark  so  stung  Gabelmann  that 
he  had  tears  in  his  eyes. 

"Oh,  there  he  goes,"  said  Fraser, 
"sobbing  again." 

In  disgust,  Gabelmann  relinquished  the 
floor.  An  acrimonious  exchange  between 
government  and  opposition  followed. 
NDP  member  Rosemary  Brown  called 
backbencher  Parks  "stupid,  prejudiced, 
bigoted  and  uninformed,"  and  Gabel- 
mann charged  that  the  government  would 
"give  more  rights  to  a  heterosexual 
chimpanzee  than  to  a  homosexual  human 
being." 

In  an  interview,  Gabelmann  told  TBP 
that  he  was  "shaken  up  for  two  days 
afterward"  by  the  "bizarre"  behaviour 
of  the  government  members.  He  said  it 
was  "only  because  I'm  very  obviously 
married  that  I  didn't  get  all  the  taunts  I 
would  have  received  otherwise."  He 
noted  that  despite  the  hard  going,  he  felt 
"really  good"  about  raising  the  subject  of 


gay  rights  in  the  legislature  —  an  unprece- 
dented event  in  BC  history. 

Because  of  the  virtual  news  blackout  in 
BC,  the  anti-gay  slurs  voiced  in  the 
legislature  received  no  press  coverage  at 
all.  Of  various  community  groups  con- 
tacted by  TBP,  only  the  BC  Human 
Rights  Coalition  had  heard  of  the  events. 
Spokesperson  Peter  Beaudin  referred  to 
government  members  as  "rednecks,"  and 
said  the  Coalition  intended  to  appeal  to 
the  province's  Lieutenant-Governor  to 
deny  Bill  1 1  royad  assent  (a  necessary  for- 
mality to  the  bill's  enactment).  He  admit- 
ted it  was  unlikely  this  vestigial  colonial 
power  would  be  exercised. 

Other  community  groups,  when  in- 
formed of  the  events  in  the  legislature, 
were  quick  to  voice  their  anger.  Vancou- 
ver Gay  Rights  Union  spokesperson  Don 
Larventz  stated  that  the  homophobic 
remarks  demonstrated  that  Bill  1 1  was 
designed  to  "strip  the  province  and  its 
most  vulnerable  citizens  of  any  sort  of 
human  rights  protection." 

Meanwhile,  MLA  Gabelmann  vowed 
not  to  let  the  gay  issue  die,  despite  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  "If  there  are  any  in- 
cidents (involving  lesbians  or  gay  men) 
that  ought  to  be  covered  by  human-rights 
legisalation  but  aren't,"  he  said,  "1  will 
raise  them  in  the  House.  I've  been  told 
there's  some  political  risk  in  this  for  me, 
but  1  don't  care." 

Richard  Summerbell.  Toronto  D 


Who  will  back  contract  compliance? 


TORONTO  —  City  Council  approved 
funds  April  16  to  finance  a  task  force  that 
will  consider  extending  the  City's  equal- 
opportunity  employment  policies  to  com- 
panies, agencies  and  organizations  that 
receive  City  money.  A  City  Council  reso- 
lution banning  discriminafion  in  the 
City's  employ  on  the  grounds  of  sexual 
orientation  has  been  on  the  books  since 
October  1973;  a  background  report  on 
extending  the  City's  protections  includes 
sexual  orientation  among  the  grounds  of 
discrimination  that  would  have  to  be  dis- 
avowed by  recipients  of  City  funds. 

The  proposed  legislation  would  affect 
financial  institutions  where  the  City 
deposits  its  short-term  funds,  contractors 
who  provide  goods  £md  services  to  the 
City,  City-appointed  bodies,  municipal 
enterprises  such  as  Toronto  Hydro,  or- 
ganizations that  receive  grants  from  the 
City,  and  Cityhome.  In  all,  more  than  a 
billion  dollars  a  year  is  involved. 


Called  "contract  compliance,"  the  re- 
quirements would  not  be  a  novelty  in  City 
legislation.  In  1911,  Toronto  enacted  the 
Fair  Wage  Policy,  under  which  the  City 
does  business  only  with  companies  that 
pay  union  rates. 

The  contract-compliance  proposals 
come  from  the  Mayor's  Committee  on 
Community  and  Race  Relations,  a  13- 
member  body  set  up  in  late  1980.  Its 
terms  of  reference  state  that  the  Commit- 
tee "shall  promote  understanding  and 
respect  among  racial,  cultural,  ethnic, 
religious  and  community  groups  in  the 
City."  The  Committee  has  been  seeking 
to  equalize  employment  opportunities  for 
"targetted  groups"  —  women,  visible 
fninorities  and  the  disabled  —  by  means 
of  a  voluntary  educationeil  programme 
directed  at  employers,  but  has  found  this 
method  too  slow  to  effect  broad  changes. 
"Contract  compliance  is  a  more  direct 
way  for  the  City  to  encourage  its  con- 
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Toronto  is  looking  into  applying  its 
non-discrimination  clause  to  anyone  who  does 
business  with  the  City  government  —  but  the  idea 
is  already  meeting  resistance.  Will  this  be 
the  civic  election  issue  of  1985? 
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To  be  eligible  to  win,  with  any  drink  purchased  at  buddy's  from 

May  1 1  —  June  7 

you  will  receive  a  ticket.  Collea  all  your  tickets  and  bring  them  along  to  bosom  buddy's 

night  at  buddy's  on  June  7th  at  1 0:30.  Ten  tickets  can  be  exchanged  for  one  Bingo  card. 

The  lucky  winner  of  the  Bingo  game  will 

WIN  A  WHKBNO  FOR  TWO  IN  NIW  YORK 

The  prize  includes: 

•  Return  air  fare  •  Three  nights  hotel  accommodations  at  Incentra  Village  House  in 

Greenwich  Village  •  S 1 00  U.S.  spending  money  •  all  the  fun  you  can  have  • 

and  it's  all  on 


370  Church  Street 
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Celebrating 
surviving  (and 
marking  a  decade) 


The  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore  has  recovered 
from  last  July's  arson  attack  in  time  to  celebrate  its 
tenth  anniversary.  Supporters  raised  $30,000  in 
donations  since  the  fire,  aimed  primarily  at  the 
Morgentaler  abortion  clinic  upstairs  from  the  store's 
previous  location.  The  money  helped  finance  the 
store's  move  to  its  beautiful  new  home  at  73  Har- 
bord  Street,  a  few  doors  east  of  the  space  it  had  oc- 
cupied since  1975. 

Co-owner  Marie  Prins  and  staffer  Jude  Johnston 
were  on  hand  (right)  to  welcome  the  loyal  customers 
and  other  well-wishers  who  packed  the  new  premises 
for  the  May  4  and  5  grand  opening.  Guests  were 
treated  to  an  open  house,  a  book  and  record  sale 
and  a  series  of  performers,  including  Linda  Ryan- 
Nye  (below),  storyteller  Helen  Porter  and  an  array 
of  poets  and  prose  writers  reading  from  their  work. 


tractors,  investment  holders,  grant  recip- 
ients and  boards  and  committees  to  adopt 
equal  opportunity  measures,"  reported 
the  Committee  in  its  1983  Programme 
Review. 

The  Committee  was  created  on  the  eve 
of  the  outburst  of  gay  unrest  occasioned 
by  the  bathhouse  raids  of  February  5, 
1981.  And  the  Committee's  terms  of 
reference  are  certainly  broad  enough  to 
encompass  gay  men  and  lesbians;  no  less 
than  five  of  its  eight  specific  duties  could 
be  construed  as  relating  to  the  gay  com- 
munity. Yet  of  its  13  members,  not  one 
has  been  active  in  the  gay  community. 
Nor  can  a  single  gay  or  lesbian  represen- 
tative be  found  among  a  pool  of  22  offi- 
cial resource  people  attached  to  the  Com- 
mittee, a  pool  roomy  enough  to  embrace 
no  less  than  three  representatives  of  the 
Metropolitan  Toronto  Police  Force. 

A  background  report  on  contract  com- 
pliance prepared  by  the  City's  Equal  Op- 
portunity Division  and  forwarded  to  City 
Council  by  the  Committee  contains  refer- 
ences to  sexual  orientation.  Specifically, 
it  is  proposed  that  recipients  of  City  funds 
would  have  to  state  their  intention  not  to 
discriminate  "against  any  employee  or 
applicant  for  employment  because  of 
race,  creed,  colour,  religion,  marital  sta- 
tus, occupation  of  spouse,  age,  disability 
or  sexual  orientation."  Further,  recipients 
would  have  to  state  this  intention  in  all 
employment  advertisements. 

However,  the  Committee  did  not  seek 
the  inclusion  of  sexual  orientation  in  the 
background  report,  according  to  Mary 
Bruce,  director  of  the  Equal  Opportunity 
Division  and  one  of  the  four  authors  of 
the  report.  "It  was  not  a  request,"  she  ex- 
plains. "We  took  it  on  ourselves  to  in- 


clude sexual  orientation." 

Last  July,  copies  of  the  report  were  cir- 
culated by  the  Committee  to  a  number  of 
community  organizations.  Groups  repre- 
senting women,  racial  minorities  and  the 
disabled  were  consulted.  But,  although 
the  report  contained  specific  references  to 
sexual  orientation,  no  gay  organization 
received  a  copy.  Both  Mary  Bruce  and 
Eunice  Savino,  the  new  secretary  of  the 
Committee,  describe  this  omission  as  "an 
oversight."  No  one  is  able  to  explain  how 
the  list  of  report  recipients  was  compiled. 

As  a  resuh  of  the  Committee's  inatten- 
tions, members  of  the  gay  community 
only  recently  learned  that  contract  com- 
pliance, including  sexual  orientation,  was 
on  the  City's  political  agenda.  Alerted  by 
The  Body  Politic,  the  Gay  Community 
Council  has  written  to  the  Committee  ex- 
pressing its  dismay  over  the  failure  to  cir- 
culate copies  of  the  background  report  to 
the  gay  community.  The  letter  says  the 
GCC  "would  like  to  hear  from  the 
Mayor's  Committee  whether,  in  its  fur- 
ther work  on  contract  compliance,  it 
plans  to  consider  the  question  of  sexual 
orientation  and  to  consult  with  gay  or- 
ganizations on  this  matter." 

There  are  signs  that  the  Committee 
may  be  preparing  to  take  some  interest  in 
gay  men  and  lesbians  as  a  minority  com- 
munity. According  to  Brian  Mossop,  a 
CiC'C  spokesperson,  the  Council  has 
received  recently  an  informal  inquiry 
from  a  member  of  the  Committee  about 
appointing  a  gay  resource  person.  The 
C"i(  (  has  discussed  the  matter  and  has 
asked  the  Committee  for  a  written  expres- 
sion of  its  interest. 

Whether  City  Council  will  enact  con- 
tract-compliance legislation,  with  or 


without  a  sexual-orientation  clause,  is  an 
open  question.  It  is  worth  noting  that  the 
April  16  vote  on  funds  for  a  task  force  to 
investigate  the  question  was  far  from 
unanimous.  More  than  a  third  of  the 
Council's  23  members  voted  no  —  Fred 
Beavis,  Tom  Clifford,  Michael  Gee,  Ben 
Grys,  Tom  Jakobek,  Tony  O'Donohue, 
Joe  Piccininni  and  Derwyn  Shea. 

The  task  force  is  required  to  make  a 
final  report  to  Council  within  one  year. 
That  means  that,  if  the  task  force  and  the 
Committee  finally  do  recommend  con- 
tract-compliance legislation,  and  if  that 
legislation  does  include  a  sexual-orienta- 
tion clause,  these  undoubtedly  conten- 
tious matters  would  come  before  Council 
next  summer,  potentially  setting  off  a 
vociferous  public  debate  just  a  few 
months  before  the  next  municipal  elec- 
tions. "Contract  compliance  could  be- 
come an  important  issue  next  year,"  says 
the  GCC's  Brian  Mossop.  "It  could  offer 
us  our  first  opportunity  since  the  bath 
raids  to  see  what  position  the  NDP  and 
others  will  take  in  a  pre-election  period." 
Ken  Popert,  Toronlon 


Quote  of  the  month 

"I  would  be  surprised  in  this 
day  and  age  that  anyone 
would  hesitate  (to  reveal 
sexual  preference)  to  a 
doctor." 

—  Roland  Penner.  Manitoba's  Aiior- 
ney-Cleneral,  in  response  to  a  teller 
from  locut  physicians  claiminf-  Ihai 
palienls  woutd  feel  safer  ahoul  reveal- 
infi  iheir  sexual  orienlalion  if  the  pro- 
vincial human  rights  act  outlawed 
iliscriminulion  ai;uin\l  homosexual. 


Quebec  group  plans 
symbolic  coming  out 

MONTREAL —  A  special  gay  and  les- 
bian visibility  project  has  been  an- 
nounced by  Claude  Martineay,  president 
of  the  Association  pour  les  droit  des  gais 
et  lesbiennes  de  Quebec  (AE>GLO). 

Noting  that  gay  men  and  lesbians  are 
still  mostly  invisible  to  the  general  pop- 
ulation, Martineau  said  ADGLQ  is  seek- 
ing a  large  number  of  gay  men,  lesbians 
and  supporters  to  take  part  in  a  symbolic 
coming  out  in  a  full-page  ad  in  a  daily 
newspaper.  He  estimates  that  at  $10  per 
person,  5(X)  people  could  buy  a  page  in 
the  Journal  de  Montreal;  a  page  in  La 
Presse  would  need  1,000  people.  The 
names  of  the  participants  would  be  pub- 
lished in  the  ad,  along  with  a  short  mes- 
sage of  pride  and  solidarity  addressed  to 
the  whole  population. 

Bernard  Courte,  Montreal □ 

Research  squelched 
by  lab  AIDS  panic 

EDMONTON  —A  University  of  Alberta 
medical  researcher  has  been  denied  access 
to  university  laboratories  for  AIDS  re- 
search, apparently  because  laboratory 
staff  feared  they  might  contract  the 
disease. 

John  Krowka,  who  is  finishing  his  PhD 
in  the  Department  of  Immunology,  was 
told  April  30  that  permission  to  use  the 
department's  containment  facility,  grant- 
ed earlier,  was  being  revoked  by  depart- 
mental chairman  Dr  Erwin  Diener.  And 
Krowka  learned  May  3  that  permission  to 
use  a  similar  laboratory  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Medical  Microbiology,  granted 
April  30,  had  also  been  withdrawn  by  de- 
partment chairman  Dr  Francis  Jackson. 

Krowka  was  denied  access  even  though 
the  university's  biosafety  committee, 
which  determines  the  conditions  under 
which  possibly  dangerous  research  may 
be  conducted,  had  approved  the  project 
April  6.  Medical  researchers  have  estab- 
lished four  levels  of  precautions  in  deal- 
ing with  potentially  harmful  materials, 
from  the  fairly  relaxed  Level  A  to  the 
very  strict  Level  D.  In  the  United  States, 
where  most  of  the  world's  AIDS  research 
is  carried  on,  Level-B  precautions  are 
thought  to  be  sufficient.  Both  labora- 
tories to  which  Krowka  has  been  denied 
access  are  rated  as  Level  C,  more  than 
safe  for  AIDS  research. 

University  of  Alberta  biosafety  officer 
Sikander  Sonik  confirmed  that  the  bio- 
safety committee  has  not  revised  its  orig- 
inal opinion  that  a  Level-C  laboratory  is 
safe  enough  for  Krowka's  research. 

Krowka's  research  supervisor,  Dr 
Linda  Pilarski,  said  permission  to  use  the 
immunology  laboratory  had  been  with- 
drawn after  an  unusual  departmental 
meeting  at  which  staff  fears  about  AIDS 
were  expressed  and  could  not  be  allayed. 

One  laboratory'  technician  told  Krowka 
that  she  would  attempt  to  prevent  him 
from  entering  the  facility  with  blood  sam- 
ples from  AIDS  patients. 

Pilarski  says,  "I  was  surprised,  but  not 
very  surprised.  There  isn't  any  All^S  rc- 
searcii  being  done  in  Alberta.  The  history 
just  i.sn't  there;  they  need  time  to  adjust. 
People  will  gradually  rcali/c  once  it's 
been  done  that  it's  not  as  bad  as  they 
think  " 

Dr  Stan  Reed,  a  member  of  an  AIDS 
research  team  in  Toronto,  described  the 
incident  as  one  instance  of  "a  serious 
problem  that  comes  up  everywhere." 
Reed  said  there  have  been  similar  diffi- 
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SHETLAND'S 
MEADOW 


GUEST  HOUSE 


The  perfect  place  for  a  lazy  weekend  of  summer  activities  with 
hosts  Bob  and  Nico.  Relax  in  our  roomy  1 9th-century 
farmhouse,  stroll  about  the  50  acres  of  rolling  meadows  or  take  a 
cooling  dip  in  the  river.  Nearby  attractions;  hiking  on  the  Bruce 
Trail,  swimming  and  water-skiing  on  Georgian  Bay. 

Two  hours  from  Toronto  in  the  village  of  Bognar,  23  km  south 
of  Owen  Sound. 

For  reservations,  call  4 1 6-960- 1 29 1  Mon-Fri  9am-5pm. 


rieep  into  the  night,  the  Rhinos  planned 
Lf  their  party  and  some  of  the  decisions 
were  hard  to  make  But  they  both  agreed 
on  having  the  invitations  typeset.  It  costs 
very  little,  looks  fantastic,  and  it's  a  lot 
of  fun. 


What  about  the  salmon  mousse?  I  don't  think  it's  been  overdone,  do 

you?  Of  course  it  mi^ht  clash  uith  the   'Rose  of  Daun"  card  stock.  You 

did  mail  those  invitations  didn't  you? 


Call  Rhinotype  at  925-8377  to  get  your  invitations 

typeset,  Fronn  a  small  gathering  to  a  large  brawl,  your 

summer  get-togethers  should  start  right 

— v^ith  a  Rhino  invite! 

RHIM) 

TYPE 

I   N  C  (»  R  P  ()  R  A  T  K  I) 

428  Dundas  Street  East 

(Dundas  and  Parliament) 

Happily  sharing  space  with  Altitude  Bakery  and  Rites  Magazine 

Typesetting  for  the  community  with  humour  and  skill 
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AIDS  COMMITTEE 


OF  TORONTO 


66  Wellesley  Street  East. 
Second  Floor. 
Toronto.  Ontario  M4Y1G2 
(416)  926-1626 


AIDS  Awareness  Week 

Monday,  June  4 

Coffee  and  Conversation 

An  open  house  at  our  office.  Come  and  find  out  more  about  the  organiza- 
tion, grab  a  pamphlet,  and  talk  to  people  involved  in  the  fight  against  AIDS. 

4  to  7  pm,  66  Wellesley  Street  East,  Second  Floor 


Monday,  June  4 

AIDS:  An  Update  for  Health  Personnel 

Epidemiological,  Clinical  &  Social  Aspects  of  the  Syndrome 

With  Dr  Alastair  Clayton  (Director  General,  Laboratory  Centre  for  Disease 
Control,  Ottawa),  a  member  of  AIDSupport  (which  offers  counselling  and 
support  to  people  with  AIDS,  their  lovers,  friends  and  families),  and  others. 

8  pm.  Room  179,  University  College 
King's  College  Circle,  University  of  Toronto 


Tuesday,  June  5 

The  New  Virus:  What  The  Discovery  Means 

A  fy/ledical  and  Social  Update  on  AIDS  for  Gay  Men 

With  Norbert  Gilmore,  MD  (Chair  of  the  National  Advisory  Committee  on 
AidsofHealthandWelfareCanada),  Nathan  Fain  (health  correspondent  for 
The  Advocate  and  member  of  Gay  Men's  Health  Crisis,  New  York  City), 
Michael  Lynch  (Chair  of  the  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto) 

8  pm  at  Jorgensen  Hall  (Auditorium  L72), 

Ryerson  Polytechnical  Institute, 

corner  of  Gould  and  Victoria  Streets 


Wednesday,  June  6 

Coffee  and  Conversation 

A  second  open  house  at  our  office. 
4  to  7  pm,  66  Wellesley  Street  East,  Second  Floor 


Wednesday,  June  6 

Women  Talking  About  AIDS 

With  Mary  Fanning,  MD  (Chair  of  Provincial  Advisory  Committee  on  AIDS), 
Anne  Rochon  Ford  (health  activist),  Sheila  Gilbert  (nurse  practitioner),  and 
Jay  MacGillivray  (activist  and  member  of  AIDSupport). 

8  pm,  519  Church  Street  Community  Centre 


Thursday,  June  7 

Hemophilia— How  It  Concerns  Us  All 

With  Bill  Mindell,  Dale  Moauro,  and  others. 
8  pm,  519  Church  Street  Community  Centre 


Watch  for  ffundraising  events 
to  be  held  throughout  the  week. 


Thanks  to  the  Governments  of  Canada  and  Ontario  through  the  Canada  Ontario  Employment  Development 
(COED)  Program  (or  paying  costs  of  salary  and  office  administration.  This  ad  paid  (or  by  a  grant  from  the  Gay 
Community  Appeal  of  Toronto. 


culties  with  his  own  research  and  agreed 
that  such  fears  could  restrict  AIDS  re- 
search. He  added,  "It  makes  things  a  lit- 
tle awkward,  but  the  people  concerned 
have  been  amenable  to  discussing  diffi- 
cult areas." 

Nils  Clausson,  civil  rights  director  of 
Edmonton's  Gay  Alliance  Toward 
Equality,  said:  "The  issue  here  is  hys- 
teria among  staff  and  technicians.  The 
university  seems  unwilling  to  surmount 
the  obstacle  or  confront  it  openly." 

A  Canadian  Press  story  carried  May 
1 1  by  the  Globe  and  Mail  and  probably 
other  dailies  states  that,  according  to 
University  biosafety  committee  chair- 
man Afad  Ahmed,  Krowka's  research 
would  go  ahead.  But  Ahmed  told  TBP 
May  14  that  the  CP  story  is  not  true. 

Krowka  believes  his  research  is  now  at 
a  dead  end.  "It  appears  that  I  can't  con- 
duct AIDS  research  anywhere  in  Alberta. 
Level-C  containment  facilities  are  not 
available  in  Calgary,  where  the  patients 
are.  It's  a  bad  precedent." 

Ken  Popert,Toronton 

Shopping  mall  busts: 
four  plead  not  guilty 

WELLAND  —  The  courts  have  dealt 
with  more  thjm  two-thirds  of  the  33  men 
arrested  last  December  after  a  lengthy 
police  investigation  into  alleged  sex  offen- 
ces in  a  shopping-mall  washroom  (TBP, 
March).  However,  for  anyone  who  hasn't 
been  following  the  proceedings  carefully, 
the  over-all  picture  is  a  bit  confusing. 

So  far,  four  men  have  pleaded  not 
guilty.  Three  of  them  were  granted  con- 
ditional discharges;  the  fourth  will  be 
tried  by  judge  and  jury  June  20. 

Of  the  21  who  have  pleaded  guilty, 
three  were  granted  conditional  dischar- 
ges, one  was  fined  $100,  two  were  fined 
$150,  and  twelve  were  fined  $200. 

Two  of  the  highest  fines  are  being  ap- 
pealed, and  three  men  are  waiting  to  be 
sentenced.  They  will  return  to  court  in 
late  June,  after  the  two  appeals. 

Ken  Chaplin,  St  CatharinesD 

Naming  names:  press 
pillories  accused  men 

OAKVILLE  — This  city  has  joined  big- 
league  towns  like  Orillia  and  Welland  and 
instituted  its  own  washroom  clean-up 
campaign.  During  the  month  of  April,  28 
men  ranging  in  age  from  18  to  60  were 
arrested  in  a  second-floor  washroom  at 
the  Hudson's  Bay  store  in  the  Oakville 
Place  mall  and  charged  with  gross  in- 
decency and  performing  indecent  acts. 

Following  an  unspecified  number  of 
complaints  from  Bay  customers,  who 
told  mall  managers  and  Halton  Regional 
Police  they  had  witnessed  sex  acts  in  the 
washrooms,  the  police  stationed  an  offi- 
cer in  one  of  the  cubicles.  A  police 
spokesperson  said  the  officer  saw  gay 
men  "everywhere...  they  were  shakin' 
everywhere."  Prior  to  the  arrests,  security 
measures  had  consisted  of  irregular  pa- 
trols by  plainclothes  officers.  Unlike  their 
counterparts  in  Welland  and  Orillia, 
police  did  not  use  a  video  camera  for 
surveillance. 

The  Toronto  Star  printed  the  names 
and  addresses  of  all  of  the  accused  after 


Got  a  hot  news  tip? 

If  you  know  something  you 

think  everybody  else  should  too, 

call  The  Body  Politic  and  tell  us 

about  n.  Confidentiality 

guaranteed. 

(416)  364-6320 


the  information  was  released  by  the 
police.  Addresses  ranged  from  Niagara- 
on-the-Lake  to  Islington. 

Of  the  cases  that  have  come  to  court, 
all  but  one  of  the  accused  have  pleaded 
guilty. 

The  police  say  their  investigation  "will 
be  extended  to  other  malls  in  the  area." 
The  Globe  and  Mail  reports  that  the 
police  think  they  are  dealing  with  "an  in- 
vasion of  public  washrooms...  by  homo- 
sexuals from  Metro  Toronto  and  adjacent 
Mississauga." 

Robert  Barron,  Toronto D 

Underthe  gun:  trial 
continues  for  activist 

NIAGARA  FALLS  —  Tim  Veysey,  co- 
ordinator of  the  community  organiza- 
tion Gay  Unity  Niagara  (GUN)  and  the 
area's  most  visible  gay  activist,  has  been 
committed  to  be  tried  by  judge  and  jury 
on  six  alleged  sex  offences. 

Veysey  discharged  lawyer  Peter  Kor- 
mos  a  few  days  before  the  preliminary 
hearings  began  April  30.  He  acted  as  his 
own  counsel  for  the  first  day  of  hear- 
ings, then  asked  for  duty  counsel  on  the 
second.  Veysey  now  retains  Brampton 
lawyer  Peter  Gabriel  DiMartino,  who  is 
expected  to  appeal  the  decision  for  a 
trial. 

Veysey  was  charged  October  26  and 
November  4,  1983  with  two  counts  of  in- 
decent assault,  two  counts  of  gross  in- 
decency, and  one  count  each  of  sexual 
assault  with  a  weapon  and  of  using  a 
weapon  or  imitation  of  a  weapon  to 
commit  an  indictable  offence.  The  max- 
imum penalties  for  each  offence  are  five 
to  fourteen  years  in  prison. 

Veysey  was  first  charged  with  sexual 
assault  with  a  weapon  in  connection 
with  an  incident  that  occurred  October 
6,  1983.  A  15-year-old  youth  told  police 
he  was  confronted  at  midnight  by  a  man 
with  a  knife  and  ordered  into  a  nearby 
field  and  sexually  assaulted.  Police  laid 
additional  charges  against  Veysey  on 
November  4  in  connection  with  sexual 
assaults  on  two  other  males  that  are  al- 
leged to  have  occurred  on  August  17, 
1981. 

Activity  at  Gay  Unity  Niagara  has 


Trial  by  jury:  Niagara  activist  Tim  Veysey 

ground  to  a  halt  since  Veysey's  arrest. 
Veysey  and  Les  Beu,  his  lover  for  nearly 
three  years  and  GUN's  deputy  co- 
ordinator, resigned  from  the  organiza- 
tion after  the  charges  were  laid,  as  did 
treasurer  Kevin  Kendricks.  GayHne 
Niagara,  GUN's  telephone-counselling 
service,  is  no  longer  operating  and  Gay 
Niagara  News  has  ceased  publication. 
Veysey's  home,  from  which  the  group 
operated,  is  now  being  rented  because 
bail  conditions  force  him  (he  is  36  years 
old)  to  hve  at  his  parents'  house. 

"My  energies  would  have  to  go  into 
fighting  the  charges,"  Veysey  said  later, 
recalHng  the  decision  to  step  down,  "and 
resigning  would  give  members  an  oppor- 
tunity to  carry  on  if  they  wished  without 
my  being  directly  associated  with  them." 

A  group  dance  held  in  late  1983  raised 
S300  for  Veysey's  defence;  no  other  fund- 
raising  activities  have  been  planned. 

Once  it  became  apparent  the  court 
process  would  be  a  long  one,  Veysey  and 
Beu  voluntarily  returned  to  the  group. 

"I'm  getting  a  tremendous  amount  of 
personal  support,"  Veysey  said  in  an  in- 
terview. "It's  been  heartwarming  to  hear 
from  all  the  people  I  haven't  heard  from 
in  years.  I  don't  know  how  I  would  have 
come  this  far  without  Les.  He's  made  it 
much  easier  for  me." 

Veysey  came  out  when  he  was  28  years 


old  and  soon  began  to  visit  Twilight 
Villa,  a  gay  social  club  in  St  Catharines 
that  operated  on  Saturdays  for  six  to 
eight  years. 

"It  closed  (in  1980),"  Veysey  said, 
"because  of  its  location  in  a  residential 
neighbourhood,  which  resulted  in  har- 
assment, and  because  legal  problems 
prevented  it  from  re-opening  in  a  new 
location.  St  Catharines  could  support  a 
gay-owned  bar  but  because  it's  a  conser- 
vative area  people  may  be  leery  of  get- 
ting into  a  substantial  investment.  I  real- 
ly believe  one  could  be  very  successful." 

Veysey's  gay  political  awakening  came 
at  a  week-long  conference  of  the  now- 
defunct  Canadian  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  in  Ottawa  several  years 
ago.  The  concepts  of  Gay  Unity 
Niagara,  Gay  Niagara  News  and  Gayline 
Niagara  were  born  in  his  mind  at  that 
time,  but  growth  has  been  slow. 

"Because  this  area  is  so  close  to 
Toronto  and  Buffalo,  it's  hard  for  a 
group  here  to  compete  with  the  social 
life,"  comments  Veysey.  "People  here 
are  becoming  a  little  more  politically 
aware  but  social  activities  need  to  come 
first  for  a  feeling  of  belonging." 

As  for  Veysey's  legal  bills,  he  says,  "I 
don't  know  if  they'll  be  two  thousand  or 
twenty  thousand  dollars  —  I  simply  have 
no  idea."  Although  a  defence  fund  has 
not  been  formally  established,  donations 
may  be  sent  to:  Gay  Unity  Niagara,  Box 
692,  Niagara  Falls,  Ontario  L2E  6V5. 

Ken  Chaplin,  St  CatharinesD 

Fired  welfare  woi1(er 
gets  the  axe  again 

WATERLOO  —  Wayne  Tyler,  the 
welfare  officer  recently  reinstated  to  his 
job  by  a  provincial  grievance  board,  has 
been  dealt  a  fresh  blow.  In  the  midst  of  a 
labour-tribunal  hearing  into  the  approp- 
riateness of  a  provincial  cabinet  minis- 
ter's attempts  to  block  his  rehiring,  Tyler 
was  fired  a  second  time,  setting  off  a 
new  round  of  grievance  appeals  and 
complaints. 

Tyler's  troubles  began  in  October  1982 
when  he  was  fired  from  his  social- 
services  ministry  job  for  having  sex  with 
a  17-year-old  mentally  retarded  youth 


insecurities 

The  Mounties  get  their 
bugs,  but  will  the  Solicitor- 
General  get  his  bill? 


While  the  federal  government's  failure  to 
provide  protection  for  civil  liberties  has 
recently  come  under  fire,  the  RCMP  has 
shown  itself  to  be  more  willing  than  ever 
to  place  citizens  under  surveillance. 

Five  hundred  twenty-five  warrants  for 
wiretaps  and  hidden  cameras  were  issued 
to  RCMP  officers  working  on  national 
security  investigations  in  1983,  according 
to  Solicitor-General  Robert  Kaplan, 
whose  annual  report  on  warrants  issued 
under  the  Official  Secrets  Act  was  tabled 
in  Parhament  May  10.  The  number  of 
warrants  issued  has  grown  steadily  in  the 
past  few  years:  340  were  issued  in  1980, 
380in  1981,  and  445  in  1982. 

An  increa.se  in  electronic  surveillance 
has  occurred  at  a  time  when  RCMP  secur- 
ity investigations  are  being  spotlighted.  In 
1981,  the  McDonald  Royal  Commission 
into  RCMP  wrongdoings  found  that  the 
force  was  "insensitive"  about  "what  a 


security  force  ought  to  be  securing"  and 
unable  to  distinguish  between  subversion 
and  legitimate  dissent.  The  commission 
recommended  the  destruction  of  most  of 
the  800,000  files  the  RCMP  had  kept  on 
individuals  suspected  of  being  security 
threats. 

The  commission  was  particularly  crit- 
ical of  the  sweeping  investigation  of  gay 
people.  The  RCMP  had  opened  files  on 
almost  every  gay  person  it  came  across. 
The  Mounties  explained  that  if  gay  people 
were  to  hold  "sensitive"  government  posi- 
tions, they  would  be  security  risks. 

The  McDonald  Commission  also  rec- 
ommended that  the  RCMP  be  relieved  of 
responsibility  for  national  security  and 
that  a  civilian  security  agency  be  estab- 
lished. Unfortunately,  neither  Bill  C-157, 
first  tabled  in  the  summer  of  1983  to 
create  such  a  service,  nor  its  replacement. 
Bill  C-9,  provided  safeguards  against  re- 
peating the  abuses  committed  by  the 
Mounties.  Because  its  vague  definition  of 
"threat  to  national  security"  met  with 
strong  criticism.  Bill  C-157  was  withdrawn 
in  late  1983.  The  definition  in  Bill  C-9  is 
vague  as  well. 

Groups  with  a  wide  range  of  political 
views  have  criticized  Bill  C-9  for  defining 
a  "security  threat"  so  broadly  that  it 
would  significantly  inhibit  lawful  dissent 
and  protest  as  well  as  actual  threats  to 


national  security.  One  definition,  for 
example,  is:  "acts  of  violence  against  per- 
sons or  property  for  the  purpose  of 
achieving  a  political  objective  within  Can- 
ada or  a  foreign  state... "  Thus  a  trampled 
fiower  bed  or  a  spray-painted  wall  could 
provoke  an  investigation.  Among  those 
who  have  voiced  criticism  are  the  Cana- 
dian Civil  Liberties  Association,  the 
Canadian  Bar  Association,  MPs  from  all 
three  parties,  labour,  feminist  and  peace 
groups,  the  provincial  Attorneys-General, 
and,  most  recently,  the  Canadian  Council 
of  Churches. 

Bill  C-9  has  also  been  criticized  for  the 
way  warrants  for  wiretaps  are  obtained. 
The  first  warrant  an  investigator  receives  is 
good  for  one  year;  warrants  may  be  re- 
newed, and  the  renewals  are  valid  for  an 
unlimited  period  of  time.  In  contrast,  wire- 
tap warrants  issued  to  the  police  under  the 
Criminal  Code  last  60  days;  in  the  US  war- 
rants issued  by  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Investigation  are  go«.xl  for  30  days. 

Solicitor-General  Robert  Kaplan  wants 
Bill  C-9  to  be  passed  before  Parliament 
recesses  in  June,  but  criticisms  from  the 
NDP  and  the  Conservatives,  and  demands 
for  further  amendments,  make  this  unlike- 
ly. The  opposition  could  stall  the  bill  up  to 
the  next  federal  election,  and  the  legislation 
would  have  to  be  re-intnxiuccd. 

l>ee  Waldorf,  Toronto 
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Westcoast's  finest 
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cozy  pub  atmosphere 
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1042  DAVIE  ST  VAN.  B.C.  685-4077 


who  later  became  his  client.  Tyler,  consi- 
dered "unquestionably  competent"  in 
his  work  by  his  employer,  had  been 
spied  on  by  the  police  for  several  months 
before  being  caught  in  a  public  wash- 
room and  charged  with  gross  indecency. 

The  Ontario  Public  Service  Employee's 
Union  (OPSEU),  of  which  TVIer  is  a 
member,  appealed  the  dismissal  to  the 
Ontario  Grievance  Settlement  Board.  In  a 
decision  made  public  earlier  this  year,  the 
board  reinstated  Tyler  to  his  job  with 
retroactive  pay  to  October  1983. 

Community  and  social  services  minis- 
ter Frank  Drea,  goaded  into  comment- 
ing on  the  reinstatement  by  Claire  Hoy, 
columnist  with  the  anti-union  Toronto 
Sun,  denounced  the  board's  decision 
and  vowed  to  demote  Tyler  "so  far  down 
into  the  basement  that  he's  gonna  need  a 
miner's  lamp  to  get  upstairs."  (See  TBP, 


April.) 

OPSEU  filed  a  complaint  with  the 
Public  Service  Labour  Relations  Tribu- 
nal about  Drea's  attempts  to  interfere  in 
the  appeal  process.  After  one  day  of 
hearing,  April  1 1 ,  chair  Owen  Shime 
asked  union  and  ministry  lawyers  to  sub- 
mit written  arguments  because  the 
serious  nature  of  the  complaint  deserved 
more  careful  consideration. 

Paul  Cavaluzzo,  Tyler's  lawyer,  told 
the  tribunal  that  Drea's  "arrogant  and  ir- 
responsible conduct"  demonstrated  a 
"blatant  disregard  for  the  rule  of  law  and 
the  collective  bargaining  process."  He 
said  his  client  had  been  "personally  des- 
troyed by  the  conduct  of  the  minister." 

Drea  himself  did  not  appear  at  the 
hearing.  Instead,  the  union  subpoenaed 
Queen's  Park  reporters  to  verify  the 
minister's  statements  to  the  press  — 


among  them  a  description  of  TVler  as  a 
"sex  freak"  who  "performed  the  most 
repugnant  acts  known  to  man."  Al- 
though the  ministry's  lawyer  tried  to 
argue  there  was  "no  evidence  of  anti- 
union motive"  in  Drea's  comments, 
Cavaluzzo  said  the  minister's  absence  at 
the  hearing  necessarily  led  to  a  strong 
"negative  inference"  about  his  motives. 
The  tribunal  is  expected  to  take  several 
weeks  to  release  its  decision. 

Only  a  few  days  after  the  labour  hear- 
ing, another  mentally  retarded  youth  re- 
portedly visited  Tyler's  former  employer 
in  Waterloo  and  claimed  that  he  too  had 
been  pressured  into  sexual  contact  with 
Tyler  nearly  five  years  ago.  After  a  brief 
internal  investigation,  the  ministry  fired 
Tyler  and  leaked  the  story  to  reporter 
Hoy,  who  trumpeted  the  details  of  the 
accusation  in  the  headlines  of  the 


Toronto  Sun,  April  22. 

OPSEU  has  appealed  this  second  dis- 
missal to  the  grievance  board.  No  date 
has  been  set  for  a  hearing.  The  union  has 
also  filed  a  new  complaint  with  the 
labour-relations  tribunal  because,  as 
lawyer  Cavaluzzo  says,  it  was  "totally 
inappropriate"  for  the  ministry  to  allow 
details  of  the  allegations  and  the  dismis- 
sal to  be  splashed  across  the  front  pages 
before  the  appeal  had  been  heard. 

The  ministry  is  simply  "preying  on  the 
prejudices  of  the  public,"  charges 
Cavaluzzo.  He  says  the  second  dismissal 
is  "an  attempt  to  intimidate  Mr  Tyler  to 
walk  away  from  the  case." 

While  the  endless  process  of  appeals, 
hearings  and  complaints  grinds  on, 
Wayne  Tyler  once  again  sits  at  home  in 
Waterloo  without  a  job  and  without  an 
income.  EdJackson.ToronloD 
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It  was  all  over,  except  for  the  cheer- 
ing. But  the  cheering  sounded 
suspiciously  like  merely  polite  ap- 
plause. In  early  March  1984,  more 
than  two  years  after  Vancouver 
youth  counsellor  Rob  Joyce  was  falsely 
accused  of  buying  sex  from  a  teenage 
male  prostitute,  was  fired  from  his 
government  job  and  was  placed  on  a  pro- 
vincial child-molester  list,  British  Colum- 
bia's Social  Credit  government  abjectly 
backed  down. 

In  an  out-of-court  settlement  resuking 
from  a  civil  suit  launched  by  Joyce,  the 
neo-conservative  regime  of  the  day  was 
forced  to  admit  Joyce  was  innocent;  to 
remove  his  name  from  the  child-abuse 
registry;  and  to  pay  court  costs.  Hardly 
insignificant  in  the  lengthy  and  often  un- 
successful history  of  fired  gays  who 
fought  intransigent  state  bureaucracies. 
In  fact,  it  was  the  most  impressive  politi- 
cal victory  to  date  in  a  decade  of  gay- 
related  job-discrimination  struggles. 

In  reality,  it  isn't  all  over.  Nonetheless, 
prospects  for  Joyce's  total  vindication 
were  considerably  brightened  by  the  gov- 
ernment's concession  of  the  legal  Eirgu- 
ment  before  it  reached  the  hallowed 
chambers.  Still  pending  before  the  courts 
are  Joyce's  claims  for  wrongful-dismissal 
and  defamation  damages. 

In  the  mainstream  Vancouver  Sun,  the 
settlement  rated  front-page  attention. 
Surely  Canadian  gay  publications  would 
do  no  less. 

Not  so.  Response  in  the  gay  media  was 
curiously  muted.  Despite  the  rather  as- 
tonishing turn  of  events,  The  Body  Pol- 
itic relegated  Joyce's  vindication  to  its 
news  pages;  even  there  it  was  not  regard- 
ed as  a  lead  item,  much  less  worthy  of 
mention  on  the  paper's  cover.  Nor  did 
Vancouver's  local  gay  newspaper.  Angles, 
do  appreciably  better.  There  too,  though 
the  story  merited  notice  on  the  cover  and 
a  sidebar  with  the  winner's  comments, 
the  Joyce  victory  was  handled  as  news, 
pure  and  simple. 

Let  me  clarify  the  distinction  I'm  at- 
tempting to  make,  since  it's  not  uncon- 
nected to  the  conclusions  I  intend  to 
draw.  My  criticism  is  not  especially 
directed  to  gay-media  behaviour,  which  I 
see  as  symptomatic  of  a  problem  calling 
for  examination  on  the  part  of  many 
more  of  us  than  just  those  who  produce 
our  publications.  In  neither  publication 
was  the  latest  and  happiest  episode  in 
Joyce's  lengthy  battle  ignored.  In  neither 
case  wEis  the  reportage  less  than  compe- 
tent, or  in  any  way  malevolent  (though 
TBP's  version,  in  the  name  of  journalistic 
"colour,"  once  more  raised  the  tired  issue 
of  Joyce's  "personality"). 

Rather,  in  both  instances,  gay-media 
coverage  was  noteworthy  because  it  thor- 
oughly homogenized  the  event.  Joyce  was 
just  another  news  item,  right  up  there 
with  the  latest  body  count  from  the  AIDS 
battlefield  and  the  lamentable  decision  by 
the  Porcupine,  Saskatchewan  city  council 
not  to  extend  human-rights  protection  to 
gay  people.  More  important,  in  neither 
pubhcation  was  there  any  inclination  to 
draw  political  conclusions.  Neither  paper 
felt  the  urge  to  analyze  or  editorialize  — 
to  determine  what  had  been  gained,  and 
why. 

At  least  three  observations  —  about 
homophobic  demonology,  due  process 
and  the  politics  of  gay  liberation  —  spring 
to  mind  in  considering  the  meaning  of 
what  Rob  Joyce  has  so  far  achieved. 

The  homosexual  as  molester 

It's  hard  to  imagine  a  more  initially  un- 
promising set  of  circumstances  than  that 
.surrounding  the  Joyceca.se.  To  fight  at 
all,  Joyce  was  required  to  take  on  "The 
Molester"  —  that  central  monster  of  the 
social  unconscious.  That  is,  apart  from 
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actual  instances  of  adults  engaging  in  sex 
with  children,  there  exists  an  imaginary 
nightmare-being  whose  threat  is  ideologi- 
cally utilized  to  sanctify,  protect  and  re- 
inforce a  grab-bag  of  classic  bourgeois 
values.  Among  them:  preservation  of  the 
family;  control  of  children;  fear  of  stran- 
gers; and  the  denial  of  youth  sexuality. 
There's  a  certain  irony  in  this.  In  reality, 
"molesters"  constitute  a  statistically  min- 
iscule  proportion  of  adult-child  sexual 
contacts.  The  majority  of  such  acts  occur 
within  the  family,  the  very  institution  that 
emits  those  parental  shrieks  of  outrage 
against  "dirty  old  men." 

Furthermore,  "the  molester"  is  reified 
as  a  stereotype,  which  is  to  say  that  its  in- 
vocation automatically  eliminates  discus- 
sion of  such  genuinely  problematic  issues 
as  the  definition  of  "child,"  age  of  con- 
sent, sexual  vohtion,  and  similar  ambigu- 
ities. In  the  end,  the  stereotype  becomes  a 
mystification.  What's  it  like  to  do  prison 
time  for  sleeping  with  boys?  What's  it  like 
to  be  publicly  accused  of  being  a  molester 
and  to  continue  living  in  one's  commun- 
ity after  the  acquittal?  We  don't  know. 

More  important  for  us  is  the  relation- 
ship, in  the  dominant  social  imagination, 
between  homosexuality  and  this  ideologi- 
cal demon.  As  in  most  matters,  there's  a 
distinction  to  be  made  between  heterosex- 
ual and  homosexual  versions  of  the  child 
molester.  However  reluctant  middle- 
class,  condo-owning  "assimilated"  gay 
people  may  be  to  admit  it,  in  the  prevail- 
ing ideological  structure,  it  remains  the 
case  that  the  homosexual  is,  by  defini- 
tion, a  molester. 


Of  course,  that's  only  one  aspect  of 
homophobic  demonology:  the  homosex- 
ual is  also  a  "recruiter,"  a  "corrupter," 
possessed  of  uncontrollable  desires  and 
urges,  sexually  indiscriminate,  and  so  on. 
In  the  view  of  a  significant  portion  of 
society,  then,  there  is  a  sense  in  which  we 
are  all  molesters.  In  fact,  conjuring  up 
this  image  was  a  principal  tactic  of  the 
late-Seventies'  new-right  assault  on  gay 
people,  spearheaded  by  Anita  Bryant  and 
her  Save  Our  Children  crusade.  Thus, 
every  instance  of  successfully  combating 
this  mental  association  has  political 
relevance. 

To  make  matters  worse,  Joyce  wasn't 
simply  any  alleged  dirty  old  man.  As  a 
youth  job  counsellor  in  a  prostitute- 
rehabilitation  project,  he  was  in  a  posi- 
tion of  trust,  a  member  of  a  "helping' ' 
profession,  a  possible  violator  of  the 
sacrocanct  "professional-client  relation- 
ship." To  top  it  off,  Joyce  was  also  a 
prominent  local  gay  activist. 

If  the  state  could  make  its  labelling  of 
Joyce-as-molester  stick,  the  political  ef- 
fect would  be  to  demonstrate  that  gays  in 
"sensitive"  jobs  (of  whom  there  are 
thousands)  will  and  do  transgress  every 
moral  boundary  imaginable,  and  just  for 
good  measure  (given  the  activist  image  in- 
volved), are  also  guilty  of  blatant  hypo- 
crisy. It's  important  to  reiterate  that, 
ideologically,  the  outcome  of  such  cases 
affects  not  merely  the  individual  but  all 
those  within  the  category.  That  is,  the 
social  spectacle  is  structured  to  have  a 
"demonstration  effect":  it  is  not  only 
Joyce  who  is  indicted,  but  all  gays. 

In  breaching  the  demonic  image,  Joyce 
did  more  than  provide  breathing  space 
for  thousands  of  similarly  situated  gay 
people.  When  the  talk-show  caller  phon- 
ing in  from  the  suburban  Bible  belt 
grudgingly  conceded,  "I  don't  like  homo- 
sexuals, but  this  guy  is  getting  a  bum 


rap,"  the  sub-textual  message  in  fact  is: 
homosexuals  have  rights,  queers  can  be 
gutsy,  gay  people  are  not  necessarily 
molesters,  and  so  on. 

Getting  our  due  from  due  process 

The  state,  at  least  in  BC  drag,  was  loathe 
to  recognize  Joyce  as  a  legal  entity.  As  a 
practical  matter,  Joyce  would  have  been 
better  off  had  he  actually  been  charged 
with  a  crime  rather  than  victimized  by  the 
ambiguities  of  administrative  procedure. 
Nonetheless,  there  were  tangible  gains  for 
due  process  as  a  result  of  the  way  Joyce's 
case  was  handled. 

Before  Joyce's  case,  the  area  of  child- 
abuse  legalities  was  an  obscure  fiefdom  of 
medieval  regulatory  law.  Beyond  the  rela- 
tively clear-cut  business  of  child-abuse 
criminal  law,  BC  maintains  a  listing  for- 
mally known  as  the  Registry  of  Protec- 
tion Complaints  (colloquially  called  the 
"child  abusers'  registry").  It  is  amazingly 
easy  to  find  oneself  on  this  select  list, 
since  its  modus  operandi  is  rumour. 

A  complaint  from  almost  any  source 
will  get  you  registered;  the  state  is  not  re- 
quired to  inform  the  listee  that  he  or  she 
is  on  the  list;  the  suspected  abuser  has  no 
hearing  or  appeal  rights.  Though  the 
registry  is  supposedly  confidential,  jour- 
naUsts  had  little  difficulty  gaining  access 
to  it;  the  practical  effects  of  the  informa- 
tion being  publicized  obviously  can  be 
devastating. 

The  state's  justification  for  these  dubi- 
ous procedures  is  that,  while  many  child- 
abuse  reports,  such  as  the  one  implicating 
Joyce,  are  not  actionable  in  a  legal  sense, 
their  recording  often  reveals  a  pattern  of 
actions  that,  in  the  long  run,  may  pro- 
duce prosecutions.  Whether  or  not  the 
claim  is  true,  it  doesn't  take  much  refiec- 
tion  to  see  that  the  whole  idea  of  the 
registry  eliminates  due  process. 

At  least  it  did  until  Joyce's  case.  With- 
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REPORT  TO  THE  COMMUNITY,  MAY  1, 1984 

In  response  to  the  bath  raids  in  1981  and  1983,  and  continuing  police 
entrapment  tactics,  the  RTPC  and  Gay  Courtwatch  have  monitored  hun- 
dreds of  court  cases.  Only  recently  was  the  last  found-in  case  from  1981 
heard,  and  the  legal  battles  arising  from  the  1983  raid  on  the  Back  Door 
Baths  have  only  begun.  The  R\  PCs  courtroom  presence  and  the  coordi- 
nation of  lawyers,  witnesses  and  documentation  have  helped  produce  an 
extraordinary  win  rate  to  this  point  of  close  to  90%. 

As  a  community,  we  have  raised  over  $155,000  to  assist  in  legal  defense 
and  to  wage  a  political  struggle.  The  Right  to  Privacy  Foundation, 
created  by  the  R I  PC  to  administer  the  legal  defense  fund,  has  authorized 
assistance  for  134  found-ins  and  4  sets  of  keepers.  It  will  face  additional 
bills  from  the  Back  Door  raid,  and  ongoing  fundraising  will  ensure  that 
our  community's  obligations  are  met. 

If  you  can  help  us  once  again,  please  make  contributions  to  the  defense 
fund  payable  to  Harriet  Sachs  in  Trust  for  the  rtpc,  730  Bathurst  Street, 
Toronto,  M5S  2R4. 

RTPC:  FUNDS  RAISED  AND  DEPOSITED 
SINCE  FEB.  5,  1981 


Globe  and  Mail  Ad 

TOTAL  RAISED 

$  22,919.15 

Campaign  (1982) 

Less:  Cost  of  Ad 

14,537.60 

Costs  of  Fundraising,  etc. 

8,461.56 

BALANCE 

$        (80.01) 

General  Fund 

Individual  Donations 

$  73,913.70 

(since  1981) 

Dances,  Other  Events 

28,818.88 

Organizations,  Businesses 

17,024.34 

Other  Sources 

10,548.70 

Interest 

5,754.53 

TOTAL  RAISED 

136,060.15 

Less:  Costs  of  Fundraising,  etc. 

18,349.52 

TOTAL  LEGAL  DEFENCE  FUND 

$117,710.63 

TOTAL  FUNDRAISING 

$158,979.30 

THE  RIGHT  TO  PRIVACY  FOUNDATION 

Disbursements 

Pre- 1981  Cases  (pre- 1981  funds) 

$     1,100.00 

Authorized 

Regular  Fund  (formula  funding) 

88,360.17 

(since  Aug.  1981) 

Special  Fund  (special  cases) 

27,951.13 

Legal  Administration  of  fund 

691.50 

TOTAL  AUTHORIZATIONS 

$118,102.80 

Billing  On  Hand 

$     7.040.45 

Billing  Anticipated 

20,000.00 

Legal  Billing  in 

Average  Legal  Bill  -Found-in 

$       650.00 

Found-in  Cases 

Average  Authorization 

500.00 

c^Ld^^  o-^f,^^^^           '^^^wa  >4N<^-^p-^ 

Antony  Vigers,  C.G.A.,                                                  David  M.  Rayside 

Treasurer 

Secretary  of  the  Board 

RIPC 

RTPF 

out  rehashing  the  entire  torturous  route 
Joyce  plied  to  get  himself  heard,  as  a 
result  of  his  efforts:  the  registry  and  its 
procedures  were  completely  overhauled; 
the  government,  with  a  nudge  from  the 
Ombudsman  (who  acted  on  Joyce's  com- 
plaint), has  instituted  a  policy  of  inform- 
ing those  listed;  a  hearing  is  now  required; 
there  have  been  minor  changes  in  the  cat- 
egories of  listing,  which  are  now  slightly 
more  respectful  of  those  named;  and  list- 
ees  have  the  right  to  appeal,  after  three 
years,  the  maintenance  of  their  names  on 
the  registry. 

In  a  legal  sense,  the  gains  are  probably 
comparatively  small.  But  in  a  practical 
sense,  a  gay  man  or  woman  who  is  wrong- 
fully listed  as  a  child  abuser,  unlike 
Joyce,  will  not  be  secretly  accused,  will 
have  some  avenues  of  defence  and  ap- 
peal, and  will  not  find  him  / herself  thor- 
ughly  bereft,  fireable  and  subsequently 
unemployable  as  a  result  of  a  rumour. 
For  the  thousands  of  us  who  daily  teach, 
counsel,  find  jobs  for  or  do  social  work 
with  children,  that  assurance  of  due  pro- 
cess is  hardly  negligible. 

Whatever  happened  to 
gay  liberation? 

The  public  posture  Joyce  chose  to  main- 
tain in  the  face  of  his  social  ordeal  is  not 
without  interest.  During  the  course  of  a 
lengthy  defence,  at  no  time  did  Joyce  and 
his  immediate  supporters  retreat  from  his 
actual  identity,  though  the  temptation 
must  have  been  considerable. 

Yes,  Joyce  was  a  gay  activist.  "Hired 
for  being  gay,  fired  for  being  gay," 
declared  his  defence-committee  leaflets 
and  the  headlines  of  editorials  penned  by 
militant  backers  (among  them,  TBP).  Yes, 
Joyce  was  an  advocate  of  the  gay  libera- 
tion position  calling  for  the  abolition  of 
age-of-consent  laws  —  an  admission  in 
the  eyes  of  many  (including  some  gay 
people)  tantamount  to  confessing  to  the 
child-molestation  charge  at  hand. 

Throughout,  Joyce  offered  up  the 
model  of  a  complex,  whole  individual  — 
at  no  time  opting  for  the  simplified  ver- 
sion of  innocent  victim  of  bureaucratic 
bungling,  at  no  time  "shading"  his  gay- 
ness  to  make  it  more  palatable  (a  social 
skill  in  which  most  of  us  are  thoroughly 
adept).  Consistently,  then,  his  approach 
insisted  on  avowing  the  human  diversity 
to  which  most  of  us  pay  lip  service. 

Despite  (or  perhaps  more  likely  be- 
cause oO  this  uncompromising  attitude, 
Joyce  and  his  supporters  succeeded  in 
generating  a  remarkable  amount  of  sup- 
port in  the  community  at  large  around  an 
issue  heretofore  choked  with  unspeaka- 
bleness.  Cops,  the  media,  civil-liberties 
groups,  political  parties,  churches  and 
businesses  found  themselves  in  the  rare 
position  of  defending  an  accused  child 
molester.  It  was,  historically,  an  unprece- 
dented degree  of  support  for  a  gay  issue 
in  British  Columbia. 

The  process  of  garnering  it  wasn't  easy. 
When  Joyce  first  took  his  case  to  local 
NDP  MLA  Emery  Barnes,  who  represents 
downtown  Vancouver,  he  found  himself 
before  a  gruff  and  justifiably  suspicious 
ex-football  player.  Patiently,  the  evidence 
was  put  before  Barnes:  affadavits,  rec- 
ords of  job  performance,  character  refer- 
ences, the  lot.  And  yet,  at  no  point  did 
Joyce  make  himself  out  to  be  other  than 
what  he  was:  a  gay  activist,  holder  of 
socially  unpopular  views.  At  every  point, 
gay-liberation  insistence:  no  quiet  deals 
being  sought,  merely  public  treatment  of 
a  ca.se  which  embodied  rights  that  ought 
to  be  available  to  every  citizen.  In  the 
end,  Barnes  was  fully  persuaded  he  had 
an  innocent  constituent  on  his  hands,  and 
the  former  gridiron  warrior  turned  out  to 
be  one  of  Joyce's  most  valiant  and  effec- 
tive supporters. 


Within  the  politics  of  gay  conscious- 
ness raising,  there  is  a  two-fold  political 
point  to  be  made  about  this  tactical  dili- 
gence and  personal  integrity.  First,  each 
organization  that  came  to  support  the 
Joyce  cause  had  to  go  through  the  pro- 
cess of  this  discussion,  had  to  confront 
for  itself  the  homophobic  demons,  the 
unspeakability  that  usually  consigns  such 
issues  to  silence,  the  "difficulties"  of  the 
case. 

Second,  from  the  outset,  Joyce  and  his 
supporters  were  prepared  to  fight  the  case 
as  a  gay-liberation  issue.  Simply  put,  that 
meant  that  the  politics  of  gay  liberation 
were  accorded  equal  importance  with  the 
practical  outcome  of  the  case.  Michael 
Lynch,  in  "The  End  of  the  'Human 
Rights  Decade'"  {TBP,  July  1979),  pres- 
ciently  observed:  "  'As  quietly  as  possi- 
ble' —  this  has  become  the  theme  song  to 
human  rights  legislation  tactics...  amend- 
ments have  been  coddled  into  law  with 
much  backstage  lobbying  and  little  public 
debate.  Every  time  this  happened,  the  ad- 
junct goal  of  public  discussion  has  been 
sacrificed  to  a  dubious  political  'vic- 
tory.' "  Here,  there  was  no  such  sacrifice. 
Throughout,  Joyce's  defence  committee 
maintained  a  political  perspective  rather 
than  one  that  sought  a  quiet  individual 
solution.  It  consistently  argued:  this  is 
what  happens  to  gay  people,  and  it  re- 
quires public  discussion.  (Ironically,  for 
insisting  on  the  public  character  of  the 
issue,  Joyce  was  more  than  once  labelled 
a  publicity  hound.  The  absurdity  of  the 
charge  ought  to  be  self-evident.) 

Notwithstanding  those  accomplish- 
ments, in  the  wake  of  Joyce's  victory  one 
gay  community  leader  reported  that  sup- 
port for  this  job-discrimination  struggle 
remained  "patchy."  In  fairness,  it  should 
be  noted  that  the  context  of  the  claim  was 
that  "a  lot  of  people  still  don't  under- 
stand the  complexities  of  the  case." 
Objectively,  that  isn't  true.  Literally 
thousands  of  people  became  familiar  with 
the  sordid  details  of  establishing  inno- 
cence and  came  to  the  aid  of  the  accused. 

Yet,  in  one  important  sense,  that  claim 
contains  a  grain  of  half-truth.  Joyce's 
support  was  indeed  "patchy"  among  one 
segment  of  the  gay  community.  Surpris- 
ingly, response  was  not  divided  along  the 
familiar  left-right  political  line:  from  the 
radical  Gay  Rights  Union  to  the  pohtical- 
ly  sedate  world  of  the  clubs,  there  was 
solidarity.  Rather,  the  patchiest  of  sup- 
port was  among  a  segment  of  the  official 
political  leadership  of  the  gay  commun- 
ity, many  members  of  which  are  identi- 
fiable, ironically,  as  political  leftists. 

Here,  one  found  the  highest  degree  of 
"nervous  nellyism"  about  the  "difficul- 
ty" of  Joyce's  case,  about  the  degree  of 
risk  involved  for  the  "reputation"  of  the 
gay  community.  Here,  one  encountered 
the  apologetic  mumbling:  "We  want  to 
fight  a  job-rights  case,  but  not  this  case." 
(Since  my  point,  again,  is  ultimately  not 
directed  towards  the  behaviour  of  partic- 
ular gay  community  leaders  but  towards 
most  of  us,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  sensa- 
tionalize the  observation  with  names  or 
name-calling;  however,  1  should  record 
that,  as  a  journalist,  I'm  satisfied  with  the 
veracity  of  my  sources  on  this  score.)  The 
question  is:  why  their  hesitancy?  Is  it 
symptomatic  of  something  more  than  the 
almo.st  excusable  desire  to  maintain  one's 
role  as  a  gay  representative? 

Similarly,  a  pervasive  undercurrent 
heard  throughout  the  two-year  struggle 
(at  least  in  cocktail  circles  I  frequent)  was 
the  matter  of  Joyce's  "personality."  The 
gamut  of  characterizations  ranged  from, 
at  its  mildest,  "abrasive"  (aren't  we  all?) 
to,  at  its  most  vicious  and  false,  "socio- 
path." The  only  thing  relevant  about 
Joyce's  personality  was  that  he  managed 
to  remain  sane  in  the  face  of  a  Kafka- 
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"From  the  outset, 
Joyce  was  prepared  to 
fight  the  case  as  a  gay- 
liberation  issue.  His 
defence  committee 
maintained  a  poiiticai 
perspective  rather  than 
one  that  sought  a  quiet 
individual  solution.  It 
consistently  argued: 
this  is  what  happens  to 
gay  people,  and  it 
requires  public 
discussion.'' 


esque  madness.  The  persistent  raising  of 
the  personality  issue  in  such  matters,  I've 
found,  almost  invariably  serves  as  a  dis- 
placement of  poUtics.  The  question  is: 
what  politics  were  being  displaced? 

The  politics  of  gay  liberation.  I'm  still 
not  quite  sure  how  to  articulate  what  is 
barely  an  intuition  (despite  my  visceral 
trust  of  faggot  intuition).  But  long  before 
Carole  Pope  made  it  to  the  cover  of  TBP 
in  time  for  her  Pepsi  commercials,  the 
focus  of  the  gay  media  in  the  Eighties  has 
subtly  shifted  from  liberation  to  lifestyle. 
The  politicians  of  the  gay  community 
have  moved  from  activism  to  lobbyism. 
The  battle  for  ideas,  as  Lynch  noted,  is 
sacrificed  to  the  formalist  "victory." 
Since  I  suspect  that  the  behaviour  of  gay 
leaders  and  media  has  the  tacit  consent  of 
their  constituents  and  readers,  I  assert 
that  the  need  for  reassessment  is  directed 
to  many  more  of  us  than  our  visible 
representatives. 

Do  circumstances  warrant  the  aban- 
donment of  gay  liberation,  if  that  is  what 
has  indeed  happened?  Just  to  cite  a  local 
example:  in  BC,  a  month  after  Joyce's 
first-stage  victory,  the  provincial  govern- 
ment introduced  its  revised  human-rights 
bill  (see  page  9).  The  new  bill  eliminates 
the  entire  apparatus  that  made  the 
human-rights  code  effective.  And  it  wipes 
out  a  catch-all  "reasonable  cause"  pro- 
vision which  was,  in  the  absence  of  a 
sexual-orientation  clause,  the  sole  legal 
ground  for  complaints  by  gay  people.  If 
anything,  the  new  bill  is  an  indictment  of 
the  prevailing  lobbyist  mode  as  a  response 
to  the  virility  of  neo-conservatism 
triumphal. 

Examples  multiply:  Posses  of  "shame- 
the-johns"  vigilantes  roam  the  streets  of 
Vancouver's  West  End,  protesting  against 
and  harassing,  among  others,  gay  prosti- 
tutes. Could  gay  liberationists  of  the  early 
Seventies  have  envisaged  that  these  de- 
fenders of  property  values  and  "decent" 
neighbourhoods  would  turn  out  to  be 
mostly  gay  men,  blithely  if  not  callously 
ignoring  the  rights  of  others  in  the 
stampede  towards  respectability  and 
integration? 

Much  the  same  can  be  said  about  a  var- 
iety of  standing  and  topical  gay  concerns, 
from  the  execrable  state  of  sex  education 
in  the  schools  to  the  politics  of  AIDS.  The 
shift  that  I  detect  is  seldom  blatant  and 
certainly  not  ubiquitous.  (For  example, 
the  roar  of  anger  heard  in  Toronto  streets 
during  the  bathhouse  raids  of  the  early 
Eighties  was  hardly  accommodationist.) 
Although  it's  faintly  embarrassing  intel- 
lectually to  have  to  exhume  old  distinc- 
tions, I  suppose  the  capacity  to  forget 
history  shouldn't  be  underestimated. 

The  difference  between  lobbyism  and 
gay  liberation  is  frequently  presented  as 


merely  a  choice  of  tactics,  a  matter  of 
political  efficiency.  Or  else,  gay  liberation 
is  often  treated  as  a  historical  phase, 
necessarily  giving  way  to  more  polite  pro- 
tocols. Its  abandonment  is  similar  to  the 
talk  one  hears  around  the  fringes  of 
organized  labour:  "Trade  unions  were 
once  a  good  thing,  but  now...."  The  ac- 
tual intention  is  the  abandonment  of 
unions  in  the  name  of  an  imaginary  mod- 
ern transcendence.  In  fact,  gay  liberation 
and  its  counterpart  are  temporally  co- 
equal. What  I'm  calling  "lobbyism"  ex- 
isted as  far  back  as  Vancouver's  Gay  Lib- 
eration Front  in  1970,  when  its  slogans 
were  advocacy  of  "working  within  the 
system"  and  eschewing  "confrontation." 

Thetnistake,  I  think,  is  the  failure  to 
see  that  the  principles,  methods  and 
especially  the  goals  of  gay  liberation  are 
not  the  same  as  those  of  lobbyism.  Lob- 
b>ism,  for  all  practical  purposes,  accepts 
the  existing  social  arrangements,  except 
of  course  those  regulating  homosexuality. 
Its  aim  is  assimilation  at  a  formal  level. 
"See,  we're  just  like  the  rest  of  you,"  lob- 
byism proclaims  to  society  as  it  adjusts 
the  hanging  plant,  "except  for  one  small 
difference  in  personal  preference,  which 
need  not  be  mentioned,  and  which  we 
certainly  do  not  intend  to  flaunt." 

Gay  liberation  seeks  out  the  ideological 
essence  of  heterosexist  society.  Existing 
social  arrangements  are  open  to  question, 
since  they  may  be  inseparable  from  the 
heterosexism  one  seeks  to  eradicate.  Gay 
liberation  is  not  satisfied  with  merely  for- 
mal solutions,  with  tolerance  "earned" 
by  years  of  good  bourgeois  behaviour. 
The  Joyce  case  is  a  concrete  example  of 
the  practice  of  gay  liberation.  Its  success 
stands  as  a  challenge  to  those  who  nod 
towards  gay-liberation  politics,  but  act  as 
lobbyists.  Its  gay-liberation  character 
may  also  explain  the  sitting  ovation  it 
received  in  some  quarters. 

This  is  not  to  say  that  gay  Hberation  en- 
visions a  permanent  state  of  social  war. 
Certainly,  it  was  the  intention  of  gay  lib- 
erationists that  the  politics  of  gay  libera- 
tion would  ultimately  be  surpassed.  But 
the  "withering"  of  gay  liberation  was 
premised  on  social  transformation  —  a 
material  and  ideological  condition  that  no 
longer  required  the  barbarous  and  false 
distinction  between  gay  and  straight. 
While  it  can  be  claimed  that  the  gay  life- 
style has  been  successfully  commoditized 
(that  is,  we've  been  "normalized"  as  a 
market),  one  could  hardly  argue  that 
homosexuals  have  been  liberated  from 
social  oppression.  As  long  as  society  re- 
quires me,  in  some  important  sense,  to 
primarily  identify  myself  as  "gay,"  gay 
liberation  remains  a  valid  politics  for 
homosexuals. 

The  tentative  answer  to  the  immediate 
question  of  whatever  happened  to  gay  lib- 
eration is:  it's  alive  and  defiantly  flick- 
ering in  the  Rob  Joyce  case. 

That  case  isn't  settled.  Joyce,  who  con- 
tinues to  be  officially  classified  as  "unem- 
ployable" by  the  state  that  "disem- 
ployed"  him,  faces  at  least  another  year 
of  mental  preoccupation,  as  well  as  the 
task  of  raising  some  $20,000  for  addition- 
al lawyer's  fees,  before  his  claims  for 
wrongful  dismissal  and  defamation  are 
heard  in  the  courts. 

As  before,  the  outcome  will  have 
broader  ramifications  than  the  fate  of 
one  individual.  Again,  since  this  is  a  civil 
suit  involving  government,  and  might 
well  be  settled  by  negotiation,  the  degree 
of  public  support  engendered  will  likely 
be  a  factor  in  the  outcome  of  the  case.  If 
nothing  else,  the  pleasant  thought  that 
one  of  the  country's  nastier  provincial 
governments  might  be  momentarily 
brought  to  its  knees  ought  to  encourage 
resistance  to  the  tidy  idea  that  the  Joyce 
case  is  all  over.fl 
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MILESTONES 

Access  on  the  increase:  Winnipeg's  Gays 
For  Equality  and  Council  on  Homosex- 
uality and  Religion  have  received  federal 
and  provincial  funding  for  their  joint 
Community  Inter-access  Project.  The 
grant  will  be  used  to  employ  four  people 
from  May  to  September,  to  produce 
studies  of  native  and  handicapped  gay 
people,  to  increase  dialogue  between 
native  and  gay  organizations,  to  provide 
resources  on  sexual-identity  counselling 
to  agencies  dealing  with  the  handicapped, 
and  to  organize  a  public  display  of  local 
historical  material.  The  project  can  be 
contacted  at  Box  1661,  Winnipeg,  MB 
R3C  2Z6,  or  by  calling  (204)  772- 1 42 1 ... . 
Can  we  talk:  A  conference  on  gay  and 
lesbian  health  concerns,  held  in  late 
April,  was  co-sponsored  by  Saskatoon 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Services  and 
the  Saskatoon  Community  Health  Unit. 
About  100  gay  women  and  men  discussed 
nutrition  and  fitness,  STDs  and  AIDS, 
breast  and  vaginal  self-examination, 
counselling  and  self-help. . . .  Educating 
activists:  The  Coalition  for  Gay  Rights  in 
Ontario's  college  for  gay-rights  organiz- 
ing drew  enthusiastic  women  and  men  to 
the  University  of  Waterloo  March  17  and 
1 8  for  discussions  of  the  development  and 
philosophies  of  the  gay  and  feminist 
movements,  ways  and  means  of  organiz- 
ing, and  responding  to  the  media  and  cur- 
rent events. 

MEDIA 

Rites  on:  A  new,  Toronto-based  gay  lib- 
eration magazine,  Rites,  is  being  pro- 
duced by  a  collective  consisting  mainly 
of  former  members  of  the  short-hved 
Pink  Ink.  The  first  issue  would  seem  to 
indicate  many  shared  objectives  between 
the  old  and  the  new  magazines.  The  first 
issue  of  Rites  had  a  press  run  of  2000 
copies,  which  will  be  distributed  across 
the  country  —  "even  in  Nelson,  BC,"  as 
collective  member  Doug  Wilson  says. 
Rites  (10  issues  for  $14.50),  Box  65,  Stn 
F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2L4....  Right  on 
Target:  Victoria's  Island  Gay  Commu- 
nity Centre  has  launched  a  new  quarterly 
tabloid,  Target,  full  of  news  and  com- 
munity info.  Get  your  copy  from  IGCC 
at  305-576  Simcoe  St,  Victoria,  BC 
V8V  ILS...  And  in  Nelson:  West 
Kootenay  Gays  and  Lesbians  also  have  a 
new  publication,  the  WKGL  News....  On 
the  airwaves:  You  can  catch  the  Univer- 
sity of  Windsor's  gay  radio  show 
"Closets  are  for  clothes"  on  FM  station 
CJAM  on  Saturday  from  10  to  10:30 
am....  In  the  works:  the  Montreal-based 
A  mazones  D  'Hier,  Lesbiennes 
D'Aujourd'Hui  seeks  lesbian  participa- 
tion in  a  "dossier  on  oppression." 
Submissions  in  any  medium,  in  either 
English  or  French,  on  racism,  anti- 
Semitism  and  "the  divisive  partriarchal 
issue  of  nationalism"  are  particularly 
welcome.  Contact  Ariane  Brunet  c/o 
Louise  Turcotte,  CP  1721,  Succ  La  Cite, 
Montreal,  PQ  H2W  2R7. . . .  Now  avail- 
able: Arachny's  Web,  a  Canadian  Jour- 
nal of  the  Occult  and  Magick,  published 
by  Alberta's  registered  pagan  church  the 
Ecclesia  Gnostica,  has  produced  a  spe- 
cial issue  on  sex  and  magic.  Write  Box 
1075,  Edmonton,  ABT5J  2M1.... 
Listing  it:  WEB  Women's  Information 
Exchange  has  started  the  Canadian 
Women's  Mailing  List  as  a  tool  to  pro- 
vide up-to-date  information  on  events, 
publications  and  services  for  women  in 
Cemada.  To  register,  write  WEB  Women's 


NETWORK 


Information  Exchange,  9280  Arvida 
Drive,  Richmond,  BC  V7A  3P4,  or  call 
(604)  272-5 J35.... 

UP  &  COMING 

Complaining  and  crusading:  Two  physi- 
cians "misrepresented  scientific  know- 
ledge to  the  public  by  presenting  per- 
sonal prejudice  as  accepted  medical 
knowledge"  in  contravention  of  the 
Code  of  Ethics  of  the  Canadian  Medical 
Association,  according  to  Windsor's 
Gay /Lesbian  Community  Service 
Group.  They're  filing  complaints  with 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons 
and  the  Ontario  Medical  Association 
against  two  doctors  who  opposed  city 
endorsement  of  Gay  Awareness  Week  on 
the  grounds  it  would  be  "dangerous 
propaganda' '  because  gay  people 
"spread  AIDS."  The  group  is  also  going 
ahead  with  the  week  of  public  forums 
May  30  to  June  2....  Across  the  land  and 
around  the  globe:  Groups  everywhere 
are  planning  awareness  or  pride  weeks 
for  the  end  of  June.  Gay  And  Lesbian 
Awareness  —  GALA  '84  in  Edmonton 
will  no  doubt  be  typical  of  the  rounds  of 
picnics,  forums,  concerts,  films  and 
dances  from  sea  to  sea.  Get  out  and 
show  your  true  colours  in  honour  of  the 
15th  anniversary  of  the  Stonewall 
riots....  Academic  evasion:  The  Cana- 
dian Association  for  American  Studies' 
twentieth  annual  conference,  to  be  held 
at  the  University  of  Ottawa  this  Octo- 
ber, will  discuss  ten  years  of  perspectives 
on  women,  gender  and  family.  Topics 
include  every  imaginable  feminist  issue 
—  except  one.  You  guessed  it:  no  men- 
tion of  dykes,  even  after  all  these  years. 

SPORTS 

And  you  won't  be  last  to  be  picked  for 
the  team:  Calgarians  can  look  forward  to 
an  impressive  array  of  sports  and  recrea- 
tion activities  under  the  auspices  of  a 
group  called  Apollo,  Friends  in  Sports. 
Just  in  time  for  summer,  the  group  hopes 
to  include  men  and  women;  gay,  straight 
and  otherwise.  Box  6481,  Stn  D,  Calgary, 
AB  T2P  2E 1 . . . .  Dykes  on  bikes:  Take 
note  of  the  women's  motorcycle  festival 
planned  for  August  24  to  27  in  upstate 
New  York.  Write  WMF  84,  7  Lent  Ave, 
LeRoy,  NY  14482,  or  call  (716)  768-6054. 
Limited  to  200  paid  entrants....  Maybe 
the  Soviets  will  show  up  for  this  one:  Van- 
couver's Gay  Summer  Games  are  slated 
to  take  place  from  August  2  to  6,  to  coin- 
cide with  the  gay  pride  parade  and  a  host 
of  other  attractions.  Last  year's  gemies  in- 
volved participants  from  Edmonton,  Cal- 
gary, Toronto,  Seattle,  Portland,  San 
Diego,  Sacrsunento  and  San  Frjuicisco.... 
For  the  would-be  woodsy  crowd:  The 
Kitchener/ Waterloo  area  is  about  to  get 
its  own  outdoor  activities  and  social  club, 
Gays  Out  Of  Doors.  GOOD  can  be  con- 
tacted at  Box  2751 ,  Kitchener,  ON 
N2H  6N3.n 


BI/ NATIONAL 

CAIcohollcs  Anonymous.  imerniUonal  Advltory  Council  far  Homo- 
sexual Men  and  Woman.  Box  492.  Village  Stn.  New  York.  NY 
10014 

D  Atlantic  Lesbian  and  Gay  Association/Association  des  Ijsbl- 
ennes  et  des  gales  de  I'Atlantique.  conlact  GAE  (Halilax|.  FLAG 
(Frederidon)  or  Northern  Lambda  Nord  (Western  NB) 
: : BIsexuals  International,  Box  107.  2039  Walnut  Si.  Philadelphia. 
PN  19103.  USA  (215)  634-6244.  Sun-Fri.  11  pm-3  am 
C  Canadian  Gay  Archhres,  Box  639.  Sin  A.  Toronto.  ON  M5W  1G2 
(416)364-2759 

CDignity/Canada/Dlgnitt.  Box  1912.  Winnipeg.  MB  R3C  3R2 
(204)772-4322 

'  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Canadian  Transsexuals,  Box 
291,  Stn  A,  Hamilton.  ON  L8N  3C8  (416)  529-7884  SW Ontario 
Ms  R  M  Schwartzenlruber,  21  Cherry  St,  Kitchener.  ON  N2G  2C5 
(519)576-5248 


DGay  Interest  Group,  Canadian  Library  Association.  Box  191 2. 
Winnipeg.  MBR3C3R2 

ninternational  Gay  Association.  International  Secretariat,  c/o 
RFSL.  Box  350.  S-101  24  Sweden,  ph:  46-8-848050/845576.  Ac- 
tion Secretariat  and  Women's  Secretariat,  c/o  NVIH  COC.  Rozen- 
straat  1. 1016  NX  Amsterdam,  The  Netherlands,  ph: 
31-20-234596. 

D International  Lesbian  Intofmation  Service  (ILIS).  Box  45.  00251 
Helsinki  25.  Finland,  ph:  358-0-635571, 
O  LIgo  de  Samseksamaj  Geesperantistoj.  gay  Esperanto  organiza- 
tion. 100  Crerar  Ave.  Ottawa.  ON  K1Z  7P2 
DNew  Democratic  Party  Gay  Caucus,  Box  792.  Stn  F.  Toronto.  ON 
M4Y  2N7 

DNorth  American  Transvestlte-Transsexual  Contact  Service.  Box 
3.  Athens.  Ohio45701.  USA.  (206)  624-8266. 

□  Section  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Issues  in  Psychology,  c/o  Canadian 
Psychological  Association.  558  King  Edward  Ave,  Ottawa,  ON 
KIN  7N6. 

□  Seventh-day  Adventist  Kinship  International,  Inc,  c/o  Jeremy 
Young.  Box  408.  Stn  C.  Toronto.  ON  M6J  3P5. 

□Women's  Archhres,  Box  928,  Stn  0.  Toronto.  ON  M4T  2P1 . 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA 

Provincial 

□  AFFIRIM:  Gays  and  Lesbians  otthe  United  Church  In  BC,  Box 

46586.  Stn  G.  V&ncouver  V6R  4G8.  (604)  324-3902.  Support 
group  and  educational  resources. 


Kamloops 


□Thompson  Area  Gay  Group.  Box  3343.  V2C  6B9  Welcomes 
women  and  men  to  regular  meetings,  discussions,  social  events. 
Into,  newsletter,  peer  support.  Iriendship 

Kelowna 

□  Okanagan  Gay  Organization.  Mutual  support  The  group  can  be 
contacted  directly  by  phone  through  the  Kelowna  Crisis  Centre. 
(604) 763-8008 

Port  Alberni 

□  To  contact  the  local  group,  write  c/o  Mr  Trevor  Kelly,  201-4204 
China  Creek  Rd.  Port  Alberni.  BCV9Y  IRl.  (604)  724-4914. 
Counselling,  companionship. 


Port  Hardy 


□  North  Island  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  and  Information  Group. 

Box  1404.  Port  Hardy.  BC.  VON  2P0. 


Prince  Rupert 


□  Gay  People  of  Prince  Rupert,  Box  881 .  V8J  3Y1 

(604)  624-4982  (eve). 

Revelstoke 

□  Lothlorien,  Box  8557,  Sub  1 ,  VOE  3G0  Into,  friendship, 
hospitality. 

Terrace 

□  Northern  Lesbians.  RR  2.  Box  50.  Usk  Store,  V8G  3Z9. 

Vancouver 

□  AIDS  Vancouver,  c/o  19th fl,  355  Burrard  St,  V6C  2J3.  Ph: 
(604)687-AI0S 

□Alcoholics  Anonymous  (Gay),  (604)  733-4590  (men),  (604) 

929-2585  (women). 

□Archives  Collective.  Box  3130,  MPO.  V6B  3X6. 

□  Bisexual  Women's  Group.  Monthly  meetings.  Call  Joyce  at 
251-6090 

□  Coming  Out  (Gay  Radio),  c/o  Vancouver  Cooperative  Radio,  337 
Carrall  St,  V6B  2J4.  Thurs  at  7:30  pm,  102.7  MHz  FM. 

□  Congregation  Sha'ar  Hayam.  Jewish  gay  synagogue.  Box 
69406.  V5K  4W6,  (604)  255-1076, 

□  Daughters  Unlimited.  Joyce  (604)  251-6090  (Plans  to  open  a 
women's  club.)  ^ 

□  Dignity/Vancouver.  Box  3016.  V6B  3X5.  (604)  684-7810. 

□  Dogwood  Monarchist  Society.  303-1 150  Burnaby  St,  V6E  1P2 

□  English  Bay  Swim  Club,  c/o  4249  Birchwood  Crescent,  Burnaby 
V5H  4E6.  Meets  Thurs.  6  pm  at  Vancouver  Acquatic  Centre.  Info; 
(604) 433-8000 (Ken) or  669-6696 (Roy) 

□  Frontrunners  (running/jogging).  Call  Erik  (6J4)  687-3238  or 
Rick  (604)  590-4665. 

□  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus  of  the  BC  NOP.  (604)  669-5434 

□  The  Gay  Library.  1244  Seymour  St,  Box  2259  MPO.  Vancouver, 
BC  V6B  3W2  (604)  327-9883  or  688-1006 

Gay  Fathers ol  Vancouver,  Box  3785.  V6B  3Z1  (604)  688-6590. 

□Gay  Festhral  Society.  Box  34397,  Stn  D.  V6J  4P3  (604) 

687-7129. 

□Gay  Leisure  Unk  (GLL).  Box  4662.  V6B  4A1 . 

□Gay/Lesbian  Law  Association,  c/o  Law  Students  Assoc.  Faculty 

of  Law.  U  ot  BC.  V6T  1W5.  (604)  228-4638, 

□  Gay  Rights  Union.  Box  3130.  MPO,  V6B  3X6  (604)  731-9605 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  UBC,  Box  9,  Student  Union  BIdg,  U  ol 
British  Columbia,  V6T  1W5,  (604)  228-4638.  Meets  Thurs  at 
12:30  pm  (see  The  Ubyssey  lor  room), 

□  Gazebo  Connection  (business  &  professional  women's  group). 
382-810  W  Broadway.  V5Z  4C9  (604)  984-8744. 

□  Greater  Vancouver  Business  Association,  c/o  Dwayne  Sullivan, 
941  Davie  St,  V6Z  1B9 

□  Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends.  Box  34161 .  Stn  D. 
V6J4N1,  (604)  873-2925. 

□  Knights  ot  Malta.  Dogwood  Chapter  Society,  Box  336-810  West 
Broadway.  V5Z  1J8 

□  Lambda  (Gay  Al-Anon).  Joe  at  (604)  689-7681  or  Mike  at 
327-8423 

□  Legal  Advice  Clinic,  1244  Seymour  St  (VGCC).  Mon.  7:30  pm 
Free  advice  and  referrals. 

□  Lesbian  and  Feminist  Mothers'  Political  Action  Group.  Box 
65804.  Stn  F.  V5N  5L3  (604)  251-6090 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Health  Sciences  Association,  c/o  Gay  People  ol 
UBC.  Box  9.  Student  Union  BIdg.  UBC,  V6T  1W5 

□  Lesbian  Drop-In,  322  W  Hastings,  every  Wed,  7:30  pm. 
(604)  684-0523 

□  Lesbian  Information  Line.  (604)  7341016  Thurs,  Sun, 
7-10  pm 

□  Lesbian  Feminist  Power  and  Trust  Association.  Consensual  S/M 
support,  education  and  action  group  Box  65868.  Stn  F.  V5L  5L3 

!  I  Lesbian  Mothers'  Defense  Fund.  Box  65804.  Stn  F.  V5N  5L3 
(604)  255-6910  Potluck  brunches  last  Sun  ol  month 


□The  Lesbian  Show.  Co-op  Radio.  337  Carrall  St.  V6B  2J4. 
102,7  MHz  FM,  Thurs.  8:30  pm, 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  5178.  V6B  4B2  (604) 
681-8525,  Services  Sun.  730  pm.  at  1811  W  16th  Ave  (at 
Burrard), 

□  Native  Cultural  Society  (gay  native  social  group),  c/o  H 
McGillivary.  1244  RobsonSt.  V6E  1C1   (604)  688-2645. 

□  Pacific  Wave.  TV  show  by  gay  people  about  gay  lite,  culture  and 
an.  Regular  monthly  and  special  programmes.  837  Bidwell  St. 
V6G  2J7.  (604)689-5661. 

□  Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays  (604)  988-7786. 

□  Rights  of  Lesbians.  (Subcommittee  of  Federation  of  Women). 
Box  24687.  Stn  C.  VST  4E6. 

□  Rob  Joyce  Legal  Defense  Fund,  c/o  Gay  Rights  Union 

□  SEARCH,  c/o  VGCC  Into  and  counselling:  (604)  689-1039. 
7-10  pm. 

□  Sherwood  Forest,  non-profit  gay  Introduction  service. 
(604)  251-2789 

□Vancouver  Activists  in  S/M  (VASM).  call  George 
(604)  594-3632  or  Fred  (604)  685-7067.  An  educational 
organization  with  a  monthly  newsletter. 

□  Vancouver  VD  Clinic.  Rm  100.  828  W  10th  Ave  (near  Gen  Hosp). 
(604) 874-2331,  Ext  220 

□Vancouver  Gay  Athletic  Association,  c/o  1018  Burnaby  St 
(604)681-2424. 

□Vancouver  Gay  Community  Centre,  1244  Seymour  St:  Box  2259. 
MPO.  V6B  3W2.  (604)  684-6869.  Services,  programmes,  mag- 
azine 

□  Vancouver  Men's  Chorus.  1270  Chestnut  St.  V6J  4R9  Rehear- 
sals every  Wed.  7:30  pm.  at  the  Vancouver  Academy  ot  Music.  For 
information  phone  Kevin  at  (604)  731-1779  or  Larry  at  734-8802, 
□West  End  Softball  Association,  Box  161 ,  1018  Homer  St. 

V6B  4W9.  Call  Frank  Hamper  (604)  255-4410, 

□West  End  Volleyball.  222-1500  Pendrell  St  (604)  669-6696. 

□Women  In  Focus.  204-456  W  Broadway,  V5Y  1R3. 

(604)  872-2250. 

□  Young  Gay  People,  c/o  SEARCH 

□Younger  Lesbian  Orop-ln  every  Sat.  3-5  pmat  1349  Burrard. 

□  Zodiac  Fraternal  Society,  Box  33872,  Stn  D,  V6J  4L6. 

Vernon 

□  Vernon  Alternative  Lifestyfe.  RR  6.  Site  17.  Comp  19.  V1T  6Y5 

Victoria 

□  Alcoholics  Anonymous  (Gay).  (604)  383-9862 

□  Dignity  Victoria,  c/o  405-1060  Pakington  St.  V8V  3A1 

□  Feminist  Lesbian  Action  Group.  Box  1604.  Stn  E.  V8W  2X7 

□  Gay  and  Lesbian  Organization  ol  the  University  of  Victoria  (GLO) . 
SUB,  Univot  Victoria.  Box  1700.  V8W  2Y2. 

□Gay  Men's  Group.  2612  Victor  St.  VSR  1N3  (604)  595-6782. 
□The  Island  Gay  Community  Centre  Society.  305-576  Simcoe  St. 
V8V  1L8,  (604)  389-1964  or  381-7662  (answering  service).  Gay 
cats  at  1923  Fernwood  every  Thurs.  8-midnight 

□  Lesbians  Across  Canada  Correspondence  Association  Contact 
lesbians  lor  correspondence  or  meetings.  Inquiries  to:  S  O'Reilly. 
Box  1674.  Stn  E.  Victoria  V8W2Y1, 

□  Need  (Victoria  Crisis  Line).  (604)  383-6323.  24  hrs  Some  gay 
info  available. 

□Wemyn's  Coffee  House.  1923  Fernwood  Every  Wed  evening. 


West  Kootenay  region 


□West  Kootenay  Gays  and  Lesbians.  Box  642.  Nelson  V1L  4K5. 
Offering  Iriendship.  a  newsletter,  into  and  social  events.  Potluck 
third  Sunday  ol  month.  3-7  pm;  contact  Nelson  Community  Ser- 
vices Centre  (604)  352-3504  (24  hrs). 


ALBERTA 

Provincial 

□Alberta  Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  Association  (ALGRA).  Box  1852. 
Edmonton  T5J  2P2. 


Calgary 


□  Camp  181  Association.  Box  965,  Stn  T  T2H  2H4  Dances, 
campouts,  sports  and  other  activities  for  lesbians  and  gays. 

□  Calgary  Lambda  Centre  Society.  Box  357.  Sin  M,  T2P  2H9 

□  Dignity/Calgary,  Box  1492,  Stn  T  T2H  2H7 

□  Frontrunners  Group  (gay  AA),  Box  181,  SInM,  T2P  2M7 
□Gay  Leisure  Link.  Non-challenging,  non-sexual  social  organiza- 
tion. Box  1812,  Stn  M.T2P2L8. 

□  Gay  Political  Action  Committee,  c/o  Box  2943.  Stn  M,  T2P  3C3 
Education  and  lobbying 

□  Imperial  Court  of  the  Chinook  Arch.  (403)  282-6393  Entertain- 
menls  and  social  events. 

□  Lambda  Centre,  community  centre  project.  Box  357,  Stn  M, 
T2P  2H9. 

□  Lesbian  Information  Line,  (403)  265-9458,  Tues-Fri,  8-10  pm, 
with  24  hr  answering  service.  Operated  by  Womyn's  Collective. 

□  Lesbian  Mothers,  Lynn  at  (403)  264-6328  or  275-8362,  or  call 
LIL.  Polluck  first  Sun  ol  each  month. 

□  Lesbian  Outreach  and  Support  Team,  Box  6093,  Stn  A, 
T2H  2L4.  (403)  281 -2895 

□  Lesbians  and  Gays  at  University  of  Calgary,  Students  Club, 
MacEwan  Hall.  U  ol  Calgary.  T2N  1N4. 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  204-16  Ave,  NW.  T2M  0H4. 
(403)277-4004  Services  Sun  11:30  am  and  7  pmat  above 
address. 

□  New  Horizons  (physically  disabled  gays),  c/o  1927  30th  St  SW, 
T3E  2L5  Or  phone  Gay  Lines.  (403)  234-8973. 

□Womyn's  Collective,  (403)  265-9458  Dances,  library,  lesbian 
drop-ins  every  Tues.  Sponsors  LIL. 

Edmonton 

□  Dignity  Edmonton  DIgniti.  Box  53.  T5B  2B7  (403)  469-4286 

□  Edmonton  Roughnecks  Recreation  Association,  c/o  GATE  Vol- 
leyball, sollball.  gymnastics. 

□  Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Box  1852,  T5J  2P2  Otiice 
10173-104  SI  (403)  424-8361 ,  Into  and  counselling.  Mon-Sal. 
7-10  pm.  Sun  2-5  pm.  Also  colleehouses.  socials,  newsletter, 
resource  library. 

□  Gay  Fathers  &  Lesbian  Mothers.  For  into  call  (403)  424-8361 

□  Inter/Ed.  Box  12G,  9820-104  St.  T5K  0Z1.  (403)  421-7629 
(Jim) 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Edmonton.  Box  1312. 
T5J  2M8  (403)438-5168.  Sunday  worship  at  7:30  pm,  126 
Street  - 110  Avenue 

11  Privacy  Defence  Committee,  c/o  Box  1852,  T5J  2P2. 

(] Royalist  Social  Society  of  Northern  Alberta  (Imperial  Court  ol  the 

Wild  Rose).  10820-38  Av  NW.  T6E  2E6 

□  The  Vocal  Minority,  "to  educate  the  general  population  about 
the  multiplicity  and  richness  ol  our  lives  through  public  musical 
performances  "  (403)  426-1516  or  426-1246 
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DWomonspace,  a  social  and  recreational  group  lor  lesbians,  c/o 
Everywonnon's  Place.  9926-112  St,  Phone  Jeanne.  (403) 
433-3559  or  Liz.  986-0263, 

Red  Deer 

DGay  Association  of  Red  Oeer.  Box  356.  T4N  5E9 

SASKATCHEWAN 

Provincial 

DAHirm/Saskatchewan.  lesbians  and  gays  in  the  United  Church, 

422  Smallwood  Cres.  Saskatoon.  S7L  434 

G Dignity/Saskatchewan  (gay  Catholics  and  friends).  Box  3181. 

ReginaS4P3G7, 

DGay  Rights  Subcommittee.  Saskatchewan  Association  for 

Human  Rights.  305-116  3rd  Ave  S.  Saskatoon.  S7K  1L5 

(306)  244-1933, 

Prince  Albert 

D  Prince  Albert  Gay  Community  Centre  (The  Zodiac  Club) .  Box 
1893.  S6V  6J9  1-24  lOth  St.  E  (306)  922-4650,  Phone  line  Wed- 
Thurs.  8-10  pm.  social  evenings  Fri-Sat,  10  pm-2  ant. 


Regina 


DRumours  (gay  community  centre).  2069  Broad  St  (back  en- 
trance), (306)  522-7343 

DRegina  Women's  Community  and  Rape  Crisis  Centre  219-1810 
Smith  St.  S4P  2N3,  (306)  522-2777.  352-7688, 

Saskatoon 

DGay  &  Lesbian  Support  Services.  217-116  3rd  Ave  S  Operates 
Gayline  Mailing  address  Box  8581 
DGayAosbian  Community  Centre.  Box  1662,  S7K  3R8  Phone 
Gayline  for  info  on  dance  and  special  event  locations  and  dates, 
DGayfine.  (306)  665-9129  fVlon-Thurs,  7  30-10:30  pm.  Counsel- 
ling, support  groups  available 

DGays  and  Lesbians  at  the  tJniversity  of  Saskatchewan  (GLUS). 
Box  482.  Sub  PO  No  6.  S7N  OWO,  Open  to  staff  and  students  of  the 
Saskatoon  campus:  holds  social  and  educational  events, 
DLutherans  Concernad.  Box  8187  S7K  6C5. 


MANITOBA 

Portage-la-Prairie 

DBi-Women's  Support  Group.  Box  820.  R1N  3C3 
(204)  857-5295,  For  bisexual  women. 


Thompson 


□  Gay  Friends  of  Thompson.  Box  157  R8N  1N2, 


Winnipeg 


DAffirm:  Gays  and  Lesbians  of  the  United  Cliurch.  453-3984 
(Eric)  or  452-2853  (Dave) 

□  Council  on  Homosexuality  and  Religion.  Box  1912.  R3C  3R2 
(204)  452-1813.  786-3976  Worship,  counselling,  library, 

□  Dignity/Winnipeg,  Box  1912.  R3C3R2 

□  Gay  AA  New  Freedom  Group.  Box  2481 .  or  contact  through  Man- 
itoba Central  Office.  (204)  233-3508, 

□  Gay  AlAnon  Group,  Info:  Gays  tor  Equality 

□  Gay  Community  Centre. '277  Sherbrooke  St  (204)  786-1236  In- 
corporating Giovanni's  Room,  a  caf6  for  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
Open  every  day  except  Sunday  at  5:30  pm.  Fully  licensed, 

□  Gay  Fathers  Winnipeg.  Box  2221 .  R3C  3R5,  786-3976  (Thurs 
eves,  7  30pm-10pm), 

□  Gay  Parents,  c/o  Gays  for  Equality. 

□  Gays  lor  Equality.  Box  27  UMSU.  U  of  IVIaniloba.  R3T  2N2, 
(204)  786-3976  Office  Suite  2,  Gay  Community  Centre.  277 
Sherbrook  St,  Counselling,  info,  rap  sessions,  public  education 
and  law  reform,  Lesbian  counsellors  on  Tues  evenings, 

□  Lesbian  Line.  (204)  786-3976,  Tues  evenings 

□  Ms  Purdy's  226  Main  St  (204)  942-8212,  Lesbian  bar. 

□  Mutual  Friendship  Society,  Inc.  Box  427,  R3C  2H6 

(204)  774-3576,  Social  and  educational  programmes.  Operates 
Happenings  Social  Club,  272  Sherbrook  Si 
□Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Society  Box  2221 ,  R3C  3R5.  \^riety  of 
social,  cultural  and  educational  activities. 

□  Project  Umbda,  Inc.  Box  3911.  Stn  B,  R2W  5H9 

(204)  772-1421,  Lesbian/gay  community  service  organization 
Publishes    Outs  About."  gay  community  library,  community 
fund-raising  for  medical,  library,  educational  and  counselling 
services 

□  Winnipeg  Gay  Media  Collective.  Box  27.  UMSU.  U  of  Manitoba. 
R3T  2N2  (204)  786-3976,  Produces  "Coming  Out."  weekly  half- 
hour  cable  broadcast 

□  Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  c/o  GFE 

□  University  of  Winnipeg  Gay  Students  Association  Info: 
(204)  786-3976, 

□  Yourseff,  Box  2790.  R3C  3R5  For  bisexual  men  and  women 


ONTARIO 

Provincial 

'  :C(ialltlon  lor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontark).  Box  822.  Stn  A.  Toronto 
M5W1G3  (416)533-6824 

Cornwall 

:Gaysand  Lesbians  in  Cornwall.  Box  211.  K6H  5S7  For  more 
info,  call  the  Gays  of  Ottawa  Gayline.  (613)  238-1717, 


Guelph 


UGuelphGayEqualHy  Box  773.  N1H  6L8  Gaylme: 

(519)  836-4550.  24  hrs 

'Gays  Out  of  Doori  (GOOD).  See  Kitchener/Waterloo 

Hamilton 

..Alcohollct  Anonymous  (Gay)  meets  Sat  at8pmal  15  Queen  Si 
S  (side  entrance) 

□  Foundation  lor  ttia  Advancement  ol  Canadian  Traniiexuali 
(FACT  Niagara)   Box  291,  Sin  A   L8N  3C8  (416)529  7884 

Gay  Archivat/Hlitory  Pro|«ct  tor  Hamllton-Wtntworth  (416) 
278-4713  Looking  for  photos,  clippings,  personal  accounts  of  gay 
life  and  liberation  in  Hamilton,  especially  pre'1979 

Gay  Fatlwrs  of  HamWon  Support,  advice  Meets  twice  a  month 
Call  Gayline  tor  info 

'   Gayllna  Hamilton  info  on  all  groups  and  activities,  peer  counsel 
ling  (416)523  7055  WedSun.  711pm 

Gay  Woman's  Collactlve  c/o  Gayline  Meets  2nd  Mon  of  month 

Hamltton  United  Gay  SoclelMl  (HUGS),  a  meeting  of  men  and 
women,  young  and  old,  with  discussions  and  speakers  Meets  on 
alternate  Weds,  Gay  Community  Centre,  Suite  207  41  King  William 


SI.  7:30  pm.  Call  Gayline  for  further  info 

□  Mailing  address  for  ail  Hamilton  groups  listed  above:  Box  44 . 
Stn  B.  L8L  7T5. 

Kenora 

□  The  Lesbian  Archives  of  Manitoba  and  Northwestern  Ontario. 

RR  2.  P9N  3W8,  (807)  548-4325  (Isabel  Andrews)  In  Manitoba, 
contact  Erin  Cole,  LAWR,  Box  147.  Winnipeg  R2M  4A5 
(204)  256-7740, 

Kingston 

□  Queen's  Homophlle  Association.  51  Queen's  Crescent.  Queen's 
University.  K7L  2S7  (613)  547-5841  (24-hr  recorded  message, 
staffed  Mon-Fri,  7-9  pm.  Drop-in  Thurs  evenings:  biweekly 
dances 

Kitchener/Waterloo 

□  Gay  Liberation  of  Waterloo,  c/o  Federation  of  Students.  U  of 
Waterloo,  Waterloo  N2L  3G1 ,  (519)  884-GLOW  Coffeehouse  every 
Wed  at  8:30  pm.  Campus  Ctr.  rm  110 

□  Gay  News  and  Views,  radio  programme,  Tues,  6-8  pm,  CKMS- 
FM,  94,5  MHz,  105  7  MHz  on  Grand  River  Cable,  200  University 
AveW  (519)886-CKMS, 

□  Gays  of  Wilfrid  Laurier  University,  c/o  WLUSU ,  Wilfred  Laurier. 
University,  75  University  AveW,  \Afelerloo, 

□  Gays  Out  ol  Doors  (GOOD).  Box  2751,  Kitchener  N2H  6N3  Out- 
door activities  and  social  club  (camping,  skiing,  canoeing,  cycling, 
picnics,  potluck  suppers  and  parties), 

□  Hail  and  Hall  Club.  A  non-profit  social  club  that  sponsors  a  bar 
and  disco  at  223  1/2  King  St  W  (use  Halls  Lane  entrance) 
(519)  749-9084  Mon-Sat,  8  pm-1  am.  Cover  Thurs-Sat 

□  International  Women's  Day  Committee.  Box  1491.  StnC,  Kit- 
chener, N2G  4P2 

□  Kitchener-Waterloo  Gay  Media  Collective.  Box  2741 .  Stn  B.  Kit- 
chener. N2H  6N3,  (519)579-3325 

□  Leaping  Lesbians,  radio  programme.  Thurs.  6  to  8  pm.  CKMS- 
FM.  94  5  MHz,  105  7  MHz  cable  Write  c/o  LOOK 

□  Lesbian  Organization  ot  Kitchener,  Box  2422,  Stn  B,  Kitchener 
N2H  6M3,  (519)  744-4863.  Womyns  coffeehouse  first  Thurs  ot 
month  at  85  Highland  Rd  W.  Kitchener 

London 

□  Gay  Youth  London,  c/o  HALO  Meets  Thurs  at  7  pm.  2nd  floor. 
649  Colborne  St,  (519)433-3762, 

□  Gayline.  (519)  433-3551 ,  Recorded  message  24  hrs/day.  Peer 
counselling  Mon  and  Thurs.  7-10  pm, 

□  Homophlle  Associatiqn  ol  London,  Ontario  (HALO).  649  Colborne 
St.  N6A  3Z2,  (519)  433-3762,  Coffee  House:  Sun  and  Mon, 

7-10  pm,  Disco/Bar:  FriandSal.  9  pm-1  30  am, 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  4724.  Stn  0.  N5W  5L7 
Services  Sun.  7:30  pm  at  Unitarian  Church.  29  Victoria  St  W.  north 
entrance  to  Gibbons  Park,  Info:  Worship  Coordinator. 

(519)  433-9939,  Rides:  (519)432-9690. 


Mississauga/Brampton 


□  GEM:  Gay  Community  Outreach.  Box  62,  Brampton  L6V  2K7 

□  Gayline  West,  (416)453-GGC0  Peer  counselling, 

□  Parents  ol  Gays  Mississauga,  c/o  Anne  Rutledge.  3323  Kings 
MastingsCres.  L5L  1G5  (416)820-5130, 


Niagara  Region 


□  Gayline.  (416)  354-3173. 

□  Gay  Unity  Niagara.  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls  L2E  eV5. 

□  Gay  Trails,  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  who  enjoy  hiking  Day  and 
overnight  trips  planned  Visitors  welcome.  Box  1053,  MPO,  St 
Catharines,  L2R  7A3,  or  call  (416)  685-6431  before  9  am 


North  Bay 


□  Gay  Fellowship  ol  North  Bay.  Box665.  Callendar,  ON  POH  1H0 
Meetings  every  Sunday  for  gay  men  and  lesbians  to  share  and 
discuss  our  problems  and  joys  as  gay  persons 

Ottawa 

□  Dignity/Ottawa/Dlgniti,  Box  2102,  Stn  D,  KIP  5W3 

□  Gay  People  at  Carleton,  c/o  CUSA,  Carleton  University,  For  more 
info,  call  (613)  238-1717 

□  Gays  of  Ottawa/Gals  de  I'Outaouais.  Box  2919.  Stn  D.  K1P  5Wg 
GO  Centre.  175  Lisgar  St:  open  7:30-10:30  pm  Mon-Thurs  Thurs: 
lesbian  drop-in.  8  pm:  Fri:  social.  7,30  pm-1  am;  Sat  women's 
night.  7:30  pm-1  am;  Sun:  AA  Live  &  Let  Live  group.  8  pm,  Gay- 
line: (613)  238-1717  Mon-Fri  7:30-10:30  pm.  recording  other 
limes  Office:  (613)  233-0152, 

□  Gay  Youth  Ottawa/Hull/Jeunesse  Gai(e)  d'Ottawa/Hull  For  into 
call  or  write  Gays  ol  Ottawa,  Meeting/drop-in.  Wed  8  pm. 

175  Lisgar  St, 

□  Integrity/Ottawa,  (gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends)  c/o  St 
George's  Anglican  Church.  152  Metcalfe  St.  K2P  1N9 
(613)  235-2516.9-5.  MonFri.  Meets  2nd  and  4lh  Weds  at 
7:30  pm.  at  St  George's, 

□  Lesbiennes  et  gais  du  campus/Lesbians  and  Gays  on  Campus. 
c/o  SFUO.  85  rue  Hastey  Street.  KIN  6N5 

□  Live  and  Let  Live  Group  for  gay  alcoholics.  Contact  GO 

□  Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Box  2979.  Stn  0,  KIP  5W9 
(613)232-0241, 

□  Parents  of  Gays.  Box  9094.  K1G  3T8, 


Peterborough 


□  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  Trent  and  Peterborough.  262  Rubidge  St. 
K9J  3P2  Office  hours,  7  30-10  pm.  Tues-Thurs 


Sudbury 


[  ISudbury  All  Gay  Alliance.  Box  1092.  Stn  B.  Sudbury.  ON 

P3E  4S6 


Thunder  Bay 


I  ;Gayi  ol  Thunder  Bay.  Box  2155.  P7B  5E8  (807)  345-8011.  Wed 

and  Fri  7  30-9  30  pm  Recording  other  times  Meets  Isl  and  3rd 

Tues  Dances  held  monthly 

I  ^Northern  Woman's  Centre.  316  Bay  SI.  P7B  ISt. 

(807)  345-7802, 

Toronto 

For  information  on  groups  in  Toronto.  chKk  Out  In  The  City,  p  24 

Windsor 

'   AA  Accfptanc*  Group  —  Gay/Lnblan  Fellowthlp.  Box  7002. 

Sandwich  Postal  Sin  N9C  3Y6  (519)  973  4951 

:   Oay/Laiblan  Inlotmallon  Line.  Box  7002.  Sandwich  Postal  Stn. 

N9C3YC  (5191973  4951 

'   Lesbian  and  Gay  Sludanti  on  Campui.  c/o  Students  Activities 

Council,  Uol  Windsor  (519)973  4951   Rap  sessions  weekly 

Ltiblan/Cay  Ybuth  Group,  c/o  Box  7002.  Sandwich  Postal  Sin 
N9C  3Y6  (519)973  4951 


CURRY  HOUSE 

A  small  guesthouse,  ideally  located 
in  the  center  of  Old  Town. 
Heated  pool  and  Jacuzzi. 
Handsome,  affordable,  congenial. 

(305) 294-6777 
806  Fleming  St.,  Key  West,  FL  33040 


C'omc...  share  Dur  homiv 
H23FlominKSt.,  Key  West 
FL  33040  (305)296-2131 


GAYS 
IN 

HEALTH 
CARE 


People  working 

in  IHealth  Care  for  the 

Gay/Lesbian  Community. 

JOIN  US! 

PO  Box  7086,  Stn  A 

TORONTO,  Ontario 

M5W1X7 

920-1882 


CALL 

CHAT  TRAVEL 
960-1291 

255  GERRARD  ST   E  .  TORONTO 


Seth  Kahn  and  lohn  Rozelle  hosts  ol  a  Bedn' Board  estatr; 
lishnnent  at  the  Pines,  are  getting  ready  lor  summer 

Vacation  Tips 

By  Buck'n'Beau 

Fire  Island  Pines 
made  easy 

Why  stay  in  a  hotel? 

Canadians  are  finding  out  European 
style  pensions  are  the  best  value. 
A  pension  is  a  pnvate  house  where  you  pay 
to  sleep  and  eat,  Bed'n' Board,  where  your 
travel  dollar  gets  you  twice  the  vacation  time 
that  you'd  get  staying  in  a  hotel  and  ^ting  at 
restaurants.  And  at  a  pension  you'll  get  a 
bonus;  you'll  meet  alot  of  people  who  are 
like  yourself. 

Buck'n' Beau's  Bed'n' Board 

Suddenly  everyone's  visiting  the  Pines 
because  you  find  luxury  rooms  and  a 
speaal  feeling  of  fnendship  here,"  says  Mr 
Kahn  about  his  house,  which  is  limited  by 
local  residential  zoning  laws  to  four  paying 
guests  at  a  time. 

Buck'n' Beau's  house  at  161  Ocean  Wk. 
offers  you  a  view  of  the  beach  and  has 
health  promoting  facilities  like  a  swimming 
pool  and  an  indoor  hot-tub,  which  is  a  great 
place  for  guests  to  socialize.  The  "Sunnse 
Cabin"  and  its  spotless  bathroom  costs  only 
$50  Single  or  $75  Double  occupancy 

It's  eating  that's  believing 

One  cannot  think  well,  love  well,  sleep 
well,  if  one  has  not  dined  well"  Vir- 
ginia Woolf  would  have  loved  Emil,  Buck'n' 
Beau's  cook.  From  his  kitchen  comes  won- 
derful Summery  buffets.  For  $25  you'll  get 
three  meals  a  day  and  be  spared  shopping 
and  cooking. 

You're  free  to  spend  your  days  sunning 
on  the  beach,  secure  in  the  certainty  that  at 
mealtimes  all  you'll  have  to  do  is  relax  with  a 
group  of  good  fnends  and  enpy  the  plea- 
sures of  dining  well 

For  a  free  color  brochure  call  Mc  Kahn 
at  (212)  243-1468 
or (516)  597-8833 


Cut  out  and  mail  today 

Buck'n'  B«au's  B*d'D'  Board 
315  W.  23rd  Si.  N.Y..  N.Y.  1001 1 


l'le«ise  sen^l  r- >    ■.     .'   '•'*         ,':••.'.    .%  ■    . 
,1  i'li>-s  last  "Vacationing  at  Fir*  Island  Pln*a~ 


Name 

Address 

City 


State 


Zip 


Buck'n' Beau's  Bed'n' Board 
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United  States  Vii^gin  Islands 

King  Frederik  on  the  Beach 

...for  lovers  and  friends 


M^ 


Located  on  a  beautiful  white  sandy  beach  on  thequiet  side  of  St.  Croix ...  THE  KING  FREDERIK ...  a  special 
place  for  special  people.  Twenty  attractive  and  immaculate  accommodations  with  fully  equipped  kitchens, 
private  baths,  and  air-conditioning.  .  .  surrounded  by  tropical  foliage  and  beautifully  landscaped  grounds. 
Three  beachfront  patios,  a  fresh  water  pool,  and  bar ...  all  located  just  a  few  steps  from  the  emerald  blue 
Caribbean  Sea.  Miles  of  unspoiled  t)eaches  to  explore,  romantic  evenings  with  breathtaking  sunsets  to 
remember  forever,  and  the  best  weather  under  the  U.S.  flag. 


Call  or  write  for  our  Body  Politic  vacation 
package: 

King  Frederik  Hotel 
P.O.  Box  1908 
Frederiksted  U.S. VI.  00840 

Direct  Dial: 

(809)  772-1205  or  772-1480 


Represented  in  Canada  by: 

Peter  Brown  Travel 

546  Parliament  St 

Toronto,  Ont. 

M4X  1 P6 

Direct  Dial; 
(416)968-0016 


QUEBEC 


Brome 

nihe  Capables.  Support  group  lor  bisexual  men.  Contact  through 
Gay  Into  in  Montreal. 

Charlevoix 

n Association  pour  les  droits  des  gals  de  Charlevoix.  CP  724.  Cler- 
mont, GOT  ICO,  (418)  439-2080 

Hull 

nAssociatlongaiedel'ouestquibtois.  CP1215,  succ  B. 
J8X  3X7  (819)778-1737. 

Lennoxville 

nStudents  Against  Homophobia.  Box  1594.  Lennoxville  Campus. 
Lennoxville.  JIM  2A1 

Montreal 

DAtfirmer.  CP471 ,  succ  La  Citt.  H2N  2N9.  Gays  in  the  United 
Church. 

DAIdeauxtranssexuelsduQuibec,  CP 363.  succ  C.  H2J  4K3 

(514)521-9302 

DAinie-toi(AA).6518,  rue  St-Vallier,  H2S  2P7  (514)524-5821 

For  gay  and  lesbian  alcoholics. 

DAIpha  Kira  Fraternity.  CP  153.  succ  Victoria.  H3Z  1V5. 

n  Alternatives,  3440  chemin  de  la  C6te-des-Neiges,  H2J 1L2.  For 

gay  male  drug  abusers, 

DLes  Arcliives  gales  du  Qutbec.  c/o  Sortie.  Box  232,  Stn  C, 

H2L4K1, 

DAssociation  comniunautaire  homosexuelle  de  I'Unlversiti  de 

Montreal,  pavilion  Lionel-Groulx,  3200  Jean-Brillant,  local  1267, 

H3T  1N8  (514)  342-9236  (Jean-Pierre), 

DAssociation  pour  les  droits  des  gais  et  lesblennes  du  Quebec 

(ADGLO),  CP  36,  succ  C,  H2L  4J7  Office:  263  est  rue  Ste- 

Catherine,  (514)  843-8671 ,  Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm  , 

DAssociation  des  bonnes  gens  sourdes,  CP  764,  succ  R, 

H2J  3M4, 

□  Atelier  de  theatre  gai,  CSgep  Rosemont,  6400 16e  Ave,  local 
A-418  (Michel  Breton) 

□  Tlie  Capables,  c/o  Gay  Info,  support  group  for  bisexual  men. 
Meets  second  Weds  of  month  ,3237,  rue  St-Antoine. 

□  Collectif  d' intervention  communautaire  aupris  des  gais 
(CICAG),  CP29,  succ  Victoria,  H3Z  2V4,  (514)  484-2602, 

□  Le  Collectif  du  triangle  rose,  c/o  LIbrairie  I'Androgyne. 
DCotnite  gai-e  du  CAgep  du  Vieux-Montreal,  255  est,  Ontario, 
H2X  3M8,  Mon,6pm 

□  Communauti  homophile  chr^tienne.  Centre  Newman,  3484  rue 
Peel,  H3A  1W8,  (514)  382-8467  For  Catholics, 

□  Contact-t-nous,  (514)861-6753,  Venereal  disease  treatment, 

□  Cote  a  Cote,  gay  couples  group,  c/o  Gay  Into. 

□  Cote  i  Cote.  Radio  centre-ville  CINO  (102,3  FM).  (514) 
288-1601,  Mon.4pm. 

□  Dignity  Montria!  Dignity,  Newman  Centre,  3484  Peel  St, 

H3A  1W8,  (514)392-6711,  For  gay  catholics  and  friends,  Monday 
7:30  pm, 

□  Eglise  Communautaire  de  Mentriai,  Montreal  Community 
Cliurch,  CP610,  succ  NOG,  H4A  3R1   (514)489-7845, 

□  F6d6ratlon  canadienne  des  transsexuels  pour  le  Quebec,  16  rue 
Viau,VaudreuilJ7VlA7 

□  Femmes  gales  de  McGlll,  3480,  rue  McTavish,  H3A  1X9.  (514) 
392-8920, 

□  Gai-6coute  (hommes),  (514)  843-5652.  Wed-Sat.  7-11  pm. 

□  Gay  Fathers  of  Montreal,  c/o  Gay  Info, 

□  Gay  Health  Clinic,  Montreal  Youth  Clinic/Clinique  des  Jeunes  de 
Montreal,  3465  Peel  Street,  H3A  1X1,  (514)  842-8576,  General 
practice,  Mon-Fri,  9-5  pm:  open  until  8  pm  Mon  &  Fri  only  Closed 
daily  12:30-1 :30  pm. 

□  Gay  Info,  CP1164,  succH,  H3G  2N1,  (514)933-2395,  Thurs- 
Sat,  7-10:30  pm.  Recorded  message  other  times.  Counselling  and 
information 

GGay  Physicians  of  Montreal/Les  m6declns  gal(e)s  de  Montreal, 
a/s  2151,  rue  Lincoln,  N°  20,  H2H1J2, 

□  Gay  and  Lesbian  Social  Sereices,  5  rue  Weredale  Pk,  Westmount 
H3Z  1Y5.  (514)  937-9581. 

□  Gayline.  c/o  Gay  Social  Services  Project,  5  rue  Weredale  Pk, 
Westmount,  H3Z  1Y5,  (514)  931-5330  (women),  Thurs  and  Sal, 
7-11  pm,  931-8668  (men),  7  days  a  week,  7-11  pm.  Info  and  coun- 
selling in  English. 

□  Gays  and  Lesbians  at  McGill,  3480  rue  McTavish,  local  411 , 
H3A  1X9,  (514)  392-8912, 

□  Le  Gotland  (AA),  4652  rue  Jeanne-Mance,  (514)728-3228,  For 
lesbian  and  gay  alcoholics. 

□  Groupe  de  discussion  pour  lesblennes.  5  Weredale  Park, 
H3Z  1Y5,  (514)932-9581  (Joanne  Stitt), 

i/l Groupe  pour  lesblennes  alcooliques  (AA),  6517  rue  Sf-Oenis 
i  'Integrity:  Gay  Anglicans  and  their  friends.  Box  562,  \ferdun 
H4G  3E4, (514)  766-9623. 

□Jeunesse  Lambda  Youth,  c/o  The  Yellow  Door,  3625  rue  Aylmer, 
2nd  floor,  H2X  2C3, 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Friends  of  Concordia,  c/o  CUSA,  Concordia 
University,  1455  boul  de  Maisonneuveouest,  H3G  1M8, 

(514)  879-8406,  Office:  room  307,  2070  MacKay,  open  1-4  pm 
weekdays  Meetings  Thurs  at  4  pm  in  room  H-333-6 

□  Lesblennes  a  I'tceute,  (514)  843-5661 ,  CP  36,  Succ  C, 
H2L  4J7  Wed-Sat,  7-11  pm, 

riLlbralrie  I'Androgyne,  3642  boul  St  Laurent,  2nd  floor, 
H2X  2V4   (514)  842-4765 

□  Ligue  Lambda  IncCP  701,  succN,  H2X  2N2,  (514)  526-1967 
(Claude)  or  523-8026  (Donald),  Sports  group, 

r  I  Live  and  Let  Live,  Alcoholics  Anonymous  group  for  gay  men  and 
women  Tuesdays,  7,30  pm,  Rm  210,  5  Weredale  Park. 

□  Naches  (gay  and  lesbian  Jews),  CP298,  succH,  H3G  2K8 
(514)  844-0863  qr  488-0849  Meets  at  the  Yellow  Door,  3625 
Aylmer  St,  Tuesat8  pm 

□  Paralieles  Lesblennes  et  Gais,  radio  programme,  Mon  19h30. 
CIBL-ml.  104,5  1691  Pie  IX,  local  402,  HIV  2C3,  (514)  526-1489, 
526-5387 

i  iParents  and  Families  of  Gays,  c/o  Gay  Info 

□  Productions  88,  CP188,  succC,  H2L  4K1 

□  Reunion  des  associations  gales  et  lesblennes  i  Montreal 
(RAGLAM),Box936,StnH,  H3G  SM9, 

□  Services  communautaires  pour  lesblennes  et  gais  du  Centre  des 
services  sociaux  Vllle-Marie,  5  Weredale  Park,  Westmount, 

H3Z  1Y5  (514)937-9581  (Joanne  Stitt), 

Service  Jeunesse,  lor  those  25  and  under,  meets  every  Satur- 
day, 3-1 0  pm  at  263  est.  rue  Ste- Catherine, 
I   Travesties  i  Monlrial,  support  for  transvestiles  c/o  Gay  Info 
'  United  Church  Gays  and  Lesbians  in  Quibec/Les  Gais  et  Les- 
blennes de  I'Egllse  Unle  au  Ouibec,  c/o  United  Theological  Col- 
lege, 3521  University  St,  H3A  2A9,  (514)  392-6711 
(  iVivreGai(e)(AA),  St  Jean  Anglican  Church,  110,  est  Ste  Cather- 
ine, H2X  1Z6  (514)733-0757 


Quebec 

□  Centre  homophile  d'aide  et  de  liberation,  175  Prlnce-^douard, 
G1R4M8  (418)523-4997 

□  Groupe  gai  de  I'Universite  Laval.  CP  2500,  Pavilion  Lemieux, 
Cite  universitaire,  Ste-Foy,  G1K  7P4 

□  Ligue  Mardi-Gai,  (418)  529-6973  (Jean  Claude  Roy), 

Sherbrooke 

□  L' Association  pour  i'epanouissement  de  la  communauti  gaie  de 

I'Estrie,  CP294,  J1H  5J1 

NEW  BRUNSWICK 
Fredericton 

□  Fredericton  Lesbians  and  Gays,  Box  1556,  Stn  A,  E3B  5G2 

(506)  457-2156.  Meets  2nd  Wed  of  month, 

Moncton 

□  Gais  et  Lesblennes  de  Moncton.  CP  7102.  Riverview,  Nouveau 
Brunswick, 

Saint  John 

□  Lesbian  and  Gay  Organization  -  Saint  John  (LAGO-SJ) .  Box 

6494,StnA,  StJohn,E2L4R9. 

Western  NB 

□  Northern  Lambda  Nord.  Box  990,  Caribou,  Maine  04736  USA, 
Serving  Western  NBand  Northern  Maine  (Madawaska/Victoria/ 
Cartton,  NB;  Temiscouata,  Quebec;  and  Aroostook,  l^aine).  Gay 
phoneline:  (207)  896-5888 

NOVA  SCOTIA 

Halifax 

□  Gay  Alliance  tor  Equality  Inc.  Box  3611.  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn. 
B3J  3K6.  (902)429-4294, 

□  Gayline,  (902)  423-1389,  Box  361 1 ,  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn, 
B3J  3K6,  Thurs-Sat,  7-10  pm.  Into,  referrals  and  peer  coun- 
selling, 

□  Lesbian  Drop-In,  2nd  and  4th  Fri  of  month,  1225  Barnngton  St, 
Info:  429-4063,  Music  and  conversation, 

□  Live  and  Let  Lh«e  Group,  for  gay  alcoholics.  Phone  or  write  GAE, 

□  Rumours  (gay  community  centre) ,  1 586  Granville  St,  (902) 
423-6814  Write:  Box  3611,  Halifax  South  Postal  Stn,  B3J  3K6, 

□  Sparrow,  (gay  and  lesbian  Christians  and  friends),  c/o  Box 
3611,  South  Stn,  B3J  3K6,  Meets  Sun  at  8  pm,  (902)  425-6967, 

NEWFOUNDLAND 

Provincial 

□  Gay  Association  In  Newfoundland,  Box  1364,  Stn  C,  St  John's, 
AlC  5N5, 

PUBLICATIONS 

□  Action!  Right  to  Privacy  Committee,  730  Balhurst  St,  H/I5S  2R4, 

□  Angles,  Box  2259,  MPO,  Vancouver,  BC  V5B  3W2. 
(604)  684-6869, 

□  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 
(416)  364-6320. 

□  Cas'atlrapo!!.  a  lesbian  monthly  CP771,  SuccC,  Montreal,  QC 
H2L  4L6, 

□  Communique,  Box  990,  Caribou,  Maine  04736,  USA, 

□  FLAGMAG,  Box  1556,  Stn  A,  Fredericton,  NB  E3B  5G2. 

□  Flagrant,  Box 652,  Stn  E,  Victoria,  BC  V8W  2P8,  Lesbian 
feminist, 

□  The  Gay  Gleaner  Box  1852,  Edmonton,  AB  T5J  2P2. 

□  Gay  Niagara  News.  Box  692,  Niagara  Falls,  ON  L2E  6V5. 

□  GayPlioenix.  Box44.StnB,  Hamilton,  ON  L8L  7T5 
(416)  639-6050, 

□  GEM  Journal,  Box  62,  Brampton,  ON  L6V  2K7 

□  Gender  Review,  a  publication  of  the  Foundation  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Canadian  Transsexuals  (FACT),  primarily  of  interest  to 
male-to-femaie  transsexuals.  Box  291,  Stn  A,  Hamilton,  ON 

LBN  3C8, 

□  GLOW  Newsletter,  c/o  Federation  of  Students,  U  of  Waterloo, 
Waterloo,  ON  N2L3G1. 

□  GD  Into,  Gays  of  Ottawa/Gais  de  I'Outaouais,  Box  2919,  Stn  D, 
Ottawa,  ON  KIP  5W9. 

□  Guelph  Gay  Equality  Newsletter,  Box  773,  Guelph,  ON  N1H  6L8 

□  HALO  Newsletter  649  Colborne  Street,  London,  ON  N6A  3Z2, 

□  Lesblan/Lesbienne,  Box  70,  Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2L4, 

□  Metamorphosis,  a  publication  of  interest  to  female-to-male 
transsexuals  Box  5963,  Stn  A,  Toronto  ON  M5W  1P4 

□  Network  Victoria,  Dept  7,  Box  4276,  Stn  A,  Victoria,  BC 
V8X  3X4  (902)381-2225 

□  The  Open  Door,  rural  lesbian  newsletter.  Northern  Lesbians 
(Collective),  RR  2,  Box  50,  Usk  Store,  Terrace,  BC  V8G  3Z9, 

□  Perceptions,  Box  8581,  Saskatoon,  SK  S7K  6K7, 

□  Le  petit  Berdache,  bi-monthly  information  bulletin  of  ADGLO,  CP 
36,  SuccC,  Montreal,  QCH2L4J7  (514)  843-8671, 

□  Rencontres Gales,  Editions Homeureux Enr,  CP245,  SuccN, 
Montreal,  QCH2X  3M4, 

□  Riles.  Box  65.  Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4Y  2L4. 

□  Sortie.  North  America's  major  French-language  gay  publication 
CP  232,  Succ  C,  Montreal,  QC  H2L  4K1,  (514)  521-2732,  Office: 
4286,  rue  Buyer 

□  Thompson  Area  Gay  Group  Newsletter,  Box  3343.  Kamloops,  BC 
V2C  6B9 

□  Thunder  Gay  c/o  Box  2155,  Thunder  Bay,  ON 

□  Voices:  A  Survival  Manual  lor  Wlmmln,  c/o  I  Andrews,  RR  2, 
Kenora,  ON  P9N  3W8,  Lesbian  journal. 


GET  YOUR  GROUP 
INTO  NETWORK! 

Network  is  TBP's  listing  of  lesbian  and  gay  groups 
throughout  Canada  and  Quebec.  It's  a  way  of 
letting  people  in  your  part  of  the  country  l<now 
What's  happening,  and  a  way  of  getting  others 
involved. 

We'll  gladly  change,  add  or  delete  any  informa- 
tion on  your  group  —  just  drop  us  a  line! 
Network,  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9. 
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THE  WORLD 


Survival  of  Britain  *s  biggest  gay  bookstore  threatened  as  500  titles  seized 

Customs  raids  Gay'sthe Word 


The  survival  of  Gay's  the  Word, 
Britain's  largest  gay  community 
bookshop,  has  been  thrown  into 
doubt  by  British  Customs'  con- 
fiscation of  a  third  of  the  London 
store's  stock  of  books. 

In  a  series  of  raids  code  named 
"Operation  Tiger,"  customs  officers 
seized  financial  records  and  800  books 
from  the  premises  and  took  books,  pers- 
onal papers  and  videotapes  from  the 
homes  of  the  store's  manager  and  two  of 
its  directors. 

The  "operation"  began  at  9:20  am 
April  10  when  Her  Majesty's  Customs 
and  Excise  demanded  entry  to  the  flat  of 
Glenn  McKee,  one  of  Gay's  the  Word's 
directors.  The  officers  embarked  on  a 
six-hour  search,  eventually  seizing 
papers,  books  and  videos.  At  no  time 
during  the  search  was  McKee  allowed  a 
phone  call.  Another  group  of  five  offi- 
cers arrived  at  the  bookstore  itself  at 
1:00  pm.  They  told  the  ten  customers  in 
the  shop  to  leave  and  "advised"  assis- 
tant manager  Paul  Hegarty  to  close  the 
shop.  When  manager  Amanda  Russell 
arrived,  she  was  taken  to  the  customs  of- 
fice for  questioning.  Both  Hegarty  and 
Russell  said  they  were  not  allowed  to 
contact  a  lawyer  before  being  ques- 
tioned, although  a  customs  and  excise 
spokesperson  later  denied  this,  accord- 
ing to  a  report  in  The  New  Statesman. 

Amanda  Russell  told  TBP  the  officers 
"didn't  seem  to  know  what  they  were 
looking  for."  They  separated  out  all  of 
the  store's  books  imported  from  the  US, 
mostly  from  Giovanni's  Room,  the  gay 
bookshop  in  Philadelphia.  The  customs 
team  repeatedly  phoned  their  own  office 
during  the  four-and-a-half  hour  opera- 
tion to  find  out  what  they  were  supposed 
to  take,  according  to  Hegarty.  As  the 
afternoon  wore  on  they  sent  out  for 
sandwiches  and  pork  pies. 

Among  the  500  titles  seized  were 
Armistead  Maupin's  Tales  of  the  City, 
Jane  Rule's  This  Is  Not  For  You  and 
Against  the  Season,  Southern  Discom- 
fort by  Rita  Mae  Brown,  and  the  antho- 
logy Against  Sadomasochism.  Most  of 
the  other  titles  were  recent  American  gay 
and  lesbian  fiction. 

During  the  raid,  officers  told  Gay's 
the  Word  employees  that  the  store  had 
been  under  surveillance  for  eighteen 
months.  They  hinted  that  this  surveil- 
lance included  opening  incoming  and 
outgoing  mail.  The  store,  which  also 
functions  as  an  unofficial  gay  commun- 
ity centre,  has  never  been  raided  before, 
although  imported  stock  has  been  im- 
pounded upon  entry  into  Britain. 

After  being  questioned,  Amanda 
Russell  was  escorted  to  her  fiat  where  of- 
ficers seized  more  books,  personal 
papers  and  videotapes  —  which  they  re- 
turned when  the  tapes  were  discovered 
to  contain  only  episodes  of  Dallas  and 
Cruft  's  Dog  Show. 

The  officers  were  momentarily  daunt- 
ed on  arrival  at  the  door  of  shop  director 
Jonathan  Cutbill,  an  antiquarian  book 
dealer.  Cutbill's  house  is  ovcrfiowing 
with  his  ten-thousand  volume  book  col- 
lection. However,  after  a  call  to  their  of- 
fice, the  officers  went  ahead  searching 
for  "pornography"  and  eventually 
seized  some  books  and  papers. 

Lawyers  say  it  could  lake  up  to  three 


months  for  charges  to  be  laid.  It  is  up  to 
the  commissioners  of  Customs  and  Excise 
to  determine  which  books  should  actually 
be  confiscated  and  which  should  be  re- 
turned. During  the  raids,  the  officers  re- 


Cleanout:  Four  and  a  half  hours  and  pork  pies 


peatedly  asked  questions  about  the 
store's  system  of  importing  books.  Ac- 
cording to  the  local  London  newspaper 
Capital  Gay,  there  are  "fears  that  Cus- 
toms were  seeking  a  prosecution  for  con- 
spiracy to  import  indecent  material." 

According  to  Cutbill,  police  unsuc- 
cessfully attempted  last  year  to  have  the 
store  classified  as  a  "sex  shop."  This 
would  have  meant  an  annual  licensing 
fee  of  £1,000  and  strict  control  of  the 


shop's  stock  by  means  of  frequent  police 
inspections.  The  move  was  stopped  after 
the  store  appealed  to  the  Greater  Lon- 
don Council. 

Despite  a  blanket  silence  about  the 
raids  in  the  straight  British  press,  Lon- 
don's gay  community  reacted  quickly.  By 
April  13,  the  store's  defence  fund  had 
raised  £500,  and  two  action  committees 
—  one  mixed  and  one  for  women  only  — 
had  been  organized.  A  demonstration 
was  held  at  the  customs  office  April  27. 

The  seized  books  represent  one  third  of 
Gay's  the  Word's  stock.  This  could  cause 
severe  financial  problems  for  the  store, 
which  also  lost  stock  in  a  flood  earlier  in 
April. 

Gillian  Rodgerson,  with 

assistance  from  Colleen  Darraugh 

and  Sue  GoldingD 

Those  wishing  lo support  the  bookstore's 
defence  fund  can  send  cheques  made  payable 
to:  Defend  Gay's  the  Word  Campaign,  38 
Mount  Pleasant.  London  WCIXOAP, 
England. 

High-profile  welcome 
to  greet  convention 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  gay  com- 
munity in  this  city  plans  to  take  advan- 
tage of  publicity  generated  by  the  1984 
Democratic  national  convention  in  July 
by  staging  a  massive  march  down  Mar- 
ket Street  the  day  before  the  convention 
opens. 

Co-ordinators  Mary  Dunlap  and  Paul 
Boneberg  are  hoping  that  more  than 
250,000  people  will  turn  out  at  the 
march  and  rally  to  publicize  a  national 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  agenda.  The  July 
15  march,  which  organizers  stress  is  not 
an  action  against  the  Democratic  Party, 
will  culminate  in  a  rally  at  a  parking  lot 
across  from  the  Moscone  Center,  where 


the  convention  is  being  held.  Represen- 
tatives from  several  gay  Democratic 
groups  will  present  a  list  of  twelve 
demands  for  action,  ranging  from  in- 
creased funding  for  AIDS  research  to  an 
end  to  discrimination  in  employment, 
immigration  and  allocation  of  social 
services. 

Orgjmizers  hope  to  raise  the  $35,000 
necessary  to  provide  security,  toilets  and 
other  facilities  for  the  marchers  by  ask- 
ing gay  groups  and  individuals  to  "spon- 
sor" the  event.  Sponsors  will  be  given 
final  approval  of  the  list  of  demands  and 
the  speakers  for  the  rally.  Fundraising 
chair  Ralph  Payne  has  a  question  for 
potential  sponsors:  "If  you  could  tell 
500  million  people  about  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  for  $25,  would  you  do  it?" 
• 

Russ  Alley,  manager  of  the  Atherton 
Hotel  has  chosen  a  different  way  to  greet 
convention  delegates,  and  he's  putting 
his  message  literally  on  the  delegate's 
doorstep.  When  conventioneers  check  in 
at  the  San  Francisco  Hilton  Hotel, 
they'll  be  greeted  by  a  large  billboard: 
"Best  Wishes  for  a  Successful  Conven- 
tion." The  message  is  signed,  "The  Men 
and  Women  of  San  Francisco's  Gay 
Community."  The  space  itself  was 
donated  by  Foster  &  Kleiser,  a  billboard 
company,  and  Alley  is  paying  to  have 
the  message  painted. 
• 
While  the  majority  of  gay  Americans  in- 
volved in  mainstream  poHtics  appear  to 
vote  Democrat,  there  are  exceptions, 
like  the  RepubHcan  Log  Cabin  Club  in 
Los  Angeles.  The  newest  Republican 
group  is  the  Washington,  DC-based 
Concerned  Americans  for  Individual 
Rights.  A  national  lobbying  group,  it 
was  founded  by  a  gay  man,  former  air 
force  sergeant  Leonard  Matlovich.  He 
says  his  group  will  "definitely"  support 
Ronald  Reagan's  bid  for  re-election.  D 


Identification  of  suspect  viras  raises  quarantine  issue 


WASHINGTON  DC  —  At  a  packed 
press  conference  April  23,  US  Secretary 
of  Health  and  Human  Services  Margaret 
Heckler  and  scientists  from  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  (CDC)  reported  that 
scientists  had  discovered  that  a  variant 
of  a  known  human  cancer  virus,  called 
HTLV  III,  is  the  probable  cause  of  AIDS 
(acquired  immunodeficiency  syndrome). 

It  was  also  revealed  that  a  blood  test 
for  the  virus  has  been  developed,  which 
doctors  hope  will  be  widely  available 
within  six  months.  The  test  should  guar- 
antee that  blood  for  transfusions  will  be 
free  from  AIDS  contaminants,  and  make 
it  possible  to  diagnose  people  who  may 
have  been  affected  by  the  virus.  A  pro- 
cess has  also  been  developed  to  mass- 
produce  HTLV  III,  which  will  allow  re- 
searchers to  better  characterize  it  and 
understand  its  behaviour.  It  is  hoped 
that  this  information  will  be  useful  to 
prevent  the  syndrome  from  advancing  to 
its  full-blown,  usually  fatal  stage,  and 
researchers  speculate  that  a  vaccine 
against  AIDS  may  be  ready  within  two  or 
three  years.  Unfortunately,  the  discov- 
ery of  HTl.v  III  docs  not  provide  imme- 


diate treatment  for  those  presently  suf- 
fering from  the  syndrome. 

Doctors  are  still  unsure  if  some  people 
are  AIDS  carriers.  It  is  not  known  why 
some  people  exposed  to  the  virus  devel- 
op the  syndrome  in  its  severest  form 
while  others  experience  only  mild  symp- 
toms or  none  at  all.  Some  researchers 
have  suggested  that  a  primary  AIDS 
agent  might  work  with  some  other  agent 
or  factor  at  one  or  more  points  in  the 
syndrome's  development . 

Researchers  are  now  attempting  to 
discover  if  HTLV  III  is  the  same  as  the 
virus  LAV,  which  was  discovered  by  the 
Pasteur  Institute  in  Paris  several  months 
ago,  and  which  French  scienti.sts  suspect 
is  the  cause  of  AIDS.  Recent  testing  of 
blood  samples  from  Americans  with 
AIDS,  done  by  French  scientists,  found 
evidence  of  LAV  in  80  lo  90  percent  of 
those  samples.  Although  there  were  sug- 
gestions that  the  Ainericans  made  their 
announcement  in  a  hurry  to  beat  the 
French  in  taking  credit  for  discovering 
the  cause  of  AIDS,  Heckler  assured  re- 
porters that  the  (DC  was  working  close- 
ly with  the  French  and  there  was  no 


competition  for  glory. 

National  Gay  Task  Force  Executive 
Director  Virginia  Apuzzo  said  she  was 
"hopeful  and  cautious"  about  the  CDC 
announcement,  and  called  for  new  fund- 
ing to  verify  the  discovery  and  to  devel- 
op a  test  and  vaccine  for  the  virus  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

• 
While  the  breakthrough  was  the  best 
news  about  AIDS  in  years,  the  possibility 
of  a  test  for  those  who  may  have  con- 
tracted HTLV  III  is  raising  a  new  worry: 
the  spectre  of  involuntary  quarantine. 
The  Connecticut  legislature  is  debating  a 
bill  to  permit  local  health  authorities  to 
confine  any  resident  with  a  communica- 
ble disease  who  is  "unable  or  unwilling 
lo  conduct  himself  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  not  expose  other  persons  to  danger  of 
infection." 

The  state  has  been  in  an  uproar  since 
the  New  Haven  press  and  the  CBS  pro- 
gramme 60  Minutes  broke  the  story  of 
an  "AIDS  hooker"  who  reportedly  was 
slill  on  the  streets  soliciting,  although 
she  and  her  15-month-old  child  were 
suspected  of  harbouring  the  disease.  ► 
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An  nqumtelY  reUied  compound  of  ifMrtments,  suites,  rooms  and 
cottages  with  private  guest  accommodations.  Pool,  Jacuzzi,  Health 
Club,  Restaurant  arxl  Bar.   Across  from  tfte  Hemingway  House. 
902  Whitehead,  Key  West,  FL  33040  (305)  294-95S8 


OFFRE     SPECIALE     CANADA 


RECEVEZ  CHAQUE  SEMAINE  GAI  PIED 
SOUS  PLI FERME  POUR  SEULEMENT 
13  NUMEROS  (3  MOIS)  POUR  20.00S 
26  NUMEROS  (6  MOIS)  POUR  39.00S 
52  NUMEROS  (I  AN)  POUR  72.00$ 


RENVOYEZ  CE  COUPON  AVEC  VOTRE 
REGLEMENT  A  L  ORDRE  DE  LMPI 
A  GAI  PIED  LMPI.  934}  RUE  DE  MEAUX 
SAINT  LEONARD.  QUEBEC  HIR  3H3 

GAI  PIED  HEBDO  EN  VENTE  CHAQUE  LUNDI 
CHEZ  VOTRE  MARCHAND  DE  JOURNAUX. 
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►  Although  the  CDC  reports  it  knows  of 
"no  documented  cases  where  AIDS  has 
been  transmitted  from  a  female  to  a 
male,"  the  woman  was  picked  up  on  a 
solicitation  charge  after  the  publicity. 
She  was  held  in  isolation  for  four  days 
and  escorted  to  her  hearing  by  guards 
wearing  protective  gloves.  She  was 
remanded  to  a  drug-treatment  centre, 
walked  out,  was  immediately  rearrested 
and  confined  for  35  days  to  another 
hospital,  where  rubber-coated  metal 
restraints  were  used  to  keep  her  in  bed. 

State  representative  Richard  Tulisano 
had  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  le- 
gislation, recommending  a  three-judge 
panel  to  hear  cases  within  72  hours  of 
confinement.  As  well,  there  would  be  an 
annual  review  of  any  confinement  or- 
ders. Tulisano  says  he  remembers  when 
his  grandfather  was  "put  away  for  TB" 
and  confined  to  a  state  sanitorium  with 
no  hope  of  release.  "The  law  gives  gov- 
ernment the  greatest  leeway  when  it 
comes  to  protecting  public  health,"  he 
said.  "And  when  people  get  scared  they 
will  use  that  power.  They  will  do  un- 
constitutional things." 

Writing  in  The  Village  Voice,  Richard 
Goldstein  points  out  that  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  gay  men  may  have  been  ex- 
posed to  the  AIDS  virus.  "Why  should 
anyone  take  a  test  that  could  put  his  per- 
sonal life  under  government  scrutiny? 
Why  should  any  gay  man  participate  in 
AIDS  research  if  the  results  are  liable  to 
be  used  against  him  in  a  court  of  law?" 

• 
Another  item  of  news  that  may  have 
more  immediate  results  for  some  AIDS 
patients  is  a  report  from  Denmark  of  ap- 
parently successful  treatment  of  Kapo- 
si's Sarcoma  with  the  anti-leprosy  drug 
Dapsone.  KS  is  one  of  the  biggest  killers 
of  AIDS  patients.  The  Danish  team 
reports  complete  remission  of  KS  in  a 
38-year-old  patient  after  the  treatment. 
The  patient's  blood-lymphocyte  count 
also  returned  to  normal,  with  none  of 
the  side  effects  associated  with  radiation 
or  chemotherapy. 

The  CDC  reported  in  April  that  there 
have  been  4,087  Americans  diagnosed 
with  AIDS.  1,758  have  died.D 

Low-profile  rights  bill 
beats  mayor's  veto 

BUFFALO  —  The  Buffalo  Common 
Council  over-rode  a  veto  by  Mayor 
James  Griffen  April  17,  passing  an 
amendment  to  the  city's  anti-discrimina- 
tion ordinance  to  protect  lesbians  and 
gay  men  in  city  employment. 

The  ordinance,  which  will  also  pro- 
vide protection  to  employees  of  firms 
that  have  contracts  with  the  city,  was 
first  passed  April  3  but  was  vetoed  by 
Mayor  Griffen  April  16.  Griffen's 
homophobia  is  well-known  in  the  city 
since  last  summer,  when  he  referred  to 
gay  men  as  "fruits"  and  "fags." 

Council  member  Joel  Giambra,  a  co- 
sponsor  of  the  measure,  said  he  beUeved 
that  passage  of  the  motion  was  largely 
an  attempt  to  alleviate  the  anxiety  Grif- 
fen's comments  may  have  provoked 
among  gay  city  employees. 

The  amendment  was  supported  by 
Council  President  George  Arthur. 
According  to  Don  Rosenthal,  of  the 
city's  Lesbian /Gay  Community  Center, 
Arthur  appears  to  be  attempting  to  de- 
velop a  coalition  of  minorities  modeled 
on  Jesse  Jackson's  Rainbow  Coalition. 
Arthur  is  expected  to  put  up  a  strong 
fight  in  1985  to  become  the  city's  first 
black  mayor. 

The  amendment  was  passed  with  no 
public  debate  in  council,  and  with  little 


publicity.  Tom  Hammond,  spokesper- 
son for  the  Buffalo  Gay  Professionals, 
said  his  organization  agreed  to  the  low- 
profile  strategy  and  made  no  public 
statements  about  the  measure  until  it 
was  finally  approved. 

Buffalo's  lesbian  and  gay  community 
doesn't  expect  Mayor  Griffen  to  make 
the  implementaition  of  the  new  anti- 
discrimination policies  a  priority.  "It 
will  have  to  be  wrestled  out  of  him,  I 
suspect,"  said  Rosenthal,  and  added, 
"we  may  have  to  wait  for  next  year's 
election." 

Tim  McCaskell,  with  assistance 
from  Ken  Chaplin  D 

Resolution  sweeps 
European  pariiament 

STRASBOURG  —  The  Parliamentary 
Assembly  of  the  European  Community 
passed  a  wide-ranging  resolution  on  gay 
and  lesbian  rights  March  13,  and  called 
for  appropriate  action  from  its  ten 
member  states. 

The  main  report  and  resolution,  draft- 
ed by  Italian  Communist  Member  of  the 
European  Parliament  Vera  Squarcialupi, 
was  supported  by  representatives  from 
all  ten  states  and  almost  all  party  groups, 
and  passed  the  European  Parliament  in 
an  overwhelming  114-to-45  vote.  British 
Conservative  members  split  down  the 
middle  on  the  resolution,  with  11  voting 
in  favor  and  11  against.  A  similar  split 
showed  up  in  voting  by  Christian  Demo- 
cratic representatives  from  across  the 
continent.  All  socialists  and  communists 
who  voted  supported  the  measure,  as  did 
all  but  one  of  those  representing  the 
parliament's  liberal  faction. 

The  resolution  urges  member  states  to 
aboUsh  all  laws  prohibiting  consenting 
homosexual  activity  between  adults,  to 
make  the  age  of  consent  the  same  for 
homosexual  and  heterosexual  acts,  to 


Stonewall  + 15 

Gay  pride  around  the  world 

In  memory  of  the  1969  riots  at  the 
Stonewall  Tavern  on  Christopher  Street  In 
New  York  City,  June  28  has  become  the 
traditional  day  to  celebrate  Gay  and  Les- 
bian Pride.  In  honour  of  the  international 
"Year  of  the  Queer,"  week-long  gay  pride 
festivals  will  be  held  in  Finland,  Germany 
and  the  t>Jetherlands  in  May  and  June  and 
in  Stockholm  in  August,  and  there  will  be 
Gay  Pride  marches  in  cities  all  over  the 
world. 

Ceremonies  will  be  held  in  Neuen- 
gamme,  West  Germany  and  Breedonk, 
Belgium  to  remember  those  gays  who  died 
in  the  Nazi  concentration  camps.  The 
Dutch  organization  coc  plans  to  unveil 
its  "Homomonument"  in  Amsterdam 
June  30. 

Gay  films  will  be  screened  in  Brussels 
and  Liege,  Belgium  in  May  and  June.  In 
October,  Antenne  Rose,  the  Belgian  na- 
tional gay  organization,  is  sponsoring  Its 
first  international  gay  and  lesbian  Super-8 
film  festival.  Antenne  Rose  is  hoping  for 
submissions  from  gay  filmmakers  all  over 
the  world,  and  plans  to  send  the  best  six 
films  —  plus  the  best  Belgian  films  —  to 
the  ninth  international  gay  film  festival  in 
San  Francisco  in  1985. 

Both  the  International  Gay  Association 
(IGA)  and  the  International  Lesbian  Infor- 
mation Service  will  hold  their  annual 
meetings  in  Helsinki,  Finland  in  July.  In 
conjuction  with  the  iGA  meeting,  a  new 
student  group  a  the  University  of  Helsinki, 
called  OHO,  has  invited  gay  students  to 
join  them  July  9  at  the  Nietaniemi  beach  in 
Helsinki.  OHO  hopes  to  form  an  interna- 
tional network  of  gay  student  groups.  D 


Ian  Dunn:  "nothing  secret  or  shameful" 

ban  the  keeping  of  special  police  records 
on  gay  people  and  to  reject  the  classifi- 
cation of  homosexuality  as  a  mental  ill- 
ness. It  also  called  on  the  Commission  of 
the  European  Communities  to  ensure 
that  individuals  do  not  face  discrimin- 
ation in  access  to  employment  and  work- 
ing conditions  because  of  their  homosex- 
uality, and  to  take  steps  to  have  homo- 
sexuality deleted  from  the  International 
Classification  of  Diseases  by  the  World 
Health  Organization. 

The  European  community  includes 
Belgium,  Denmark,  West  Germany, 
France,  Greece,  Ireland,  Great  Britain, 
Italy,  Luxembourg  and  the  Netherlands. 
The  resolution's  chief  value  will  be  to 
bolster  campaigns  for  law  reform  pres- 
ently taking  place  in  several  of  these 
countries. 

"It's  easy  to  get  carried  away,  but  I 
believe  it  to  be  a  most  important  devel- 
opment in  the  battle  to  win  public  opin- 
ion," said  Nigel  Warner  of  the  British 
Campaign  for  Homosexaul  Equality. 
"The  resolution  was  so  uncompromis- 
ing, and  was  passed  by  such  a  large  maj- 
ority, that  it  will  be  impossible  for  it  not 
to  be  accepted  as  a  definitive  statement 
of  European  opinion."  n 

Tri-national  come-out 
makes  prime-time  TV 

PARIS  —  An  international  prime-time 
television  programme  brought  together 
150  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  Quebec, 
Switzerland  and  France  March  28.  The 
three-hour  broadcast  of  drama  and  dis- 
cussion was  hailed  as  "a  great  date  in  the 
history  of  gay  coming-out  in  three 
countries." 

The  programme,  "Agora,"  was  or- 
ganized around  three  short  dramatic  pre- 
sentations, each  from  one  of  the  three 
participating  areas,  followed  by  a  live 
discussion  from  an  audience  of  approxi- 
mately 50  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  that 
country,  immediately  transmitted  by 
satellite  to  the  other  areas.  The  studio  au- 
diences were  equally  divided  among  men 
and  women,  young  and  old,  to  provide  a 
representative  sample  of  the  gay  com- 
munities in  each  area.  Each  country  had 

Worid  News  credits 

Bay  Area  Reporter,  San  Francisco;  IGA  Bulleiin. 
Stockholm;  New  York  Nalive and  The  Village  Voice 
New  York;  Hiishinglon  Blade.  Wa.shinglon,  DC; 
Gay  Communily  News,  Boston;  Gai  Pied  and 
Homophonies,  Paris;  Gay  News,  Philadelphia, 
HIM,  Capital  Gay  and  Andrew  Hodges,  London. 


an  hour  of  airtime.  Interviews  with  non- 
gays,  some  homophobic,  were  inter- 
spersed throughout  the  programme. 

Bernard  le  Du,  writing  for  Gai  Pied, 
concluded  his  analysis  of  the  programme 
by  reporting  a  conversation  overheard 
between  two  saleswomen  in  a  department 
store  the  following  day.  Commented  one 
woman:  "I  guess  we  shouldn't  say  that 
they're  sick  anymore."  D 

Scot  sues  newspaper 
for'Evil  Secret' stonr 

EDINBURGH  —  Ian  Dunn,  convenor 
of  the  Scottish  Homosexual  Rights 
Group,  is  suing  the  Edinburgh  Sunday 
Mail  after  the  pubHcation  of  an  article 
March  25  that  claimed  to  "expose"  him 
as  a  "Man  With  An  Evil  Secret." 

The  front-page  story  claimed  Dunn 
was  "a  hnk  man  for  an  international 
group  who  crave  sex  with  children." 
Dunn,  a  planning  officer  with  the  Edin- 
burgh District  Council,  has  allowed  his 
apartment  to  be  used  as  a  forwjuding 
address  for  the  magazine  Minor  Prob- 
lems, a  children 's-rights  publication. 

The  Mail  article  linked  Minor  Prob- 
lems with  the  Paedophile  Information 
Exchange  (PIE).  PIE  has  been  under  at- 
tack in  the  UK  during  the  past  several 
years  because  of  its  campeiign  to  decrim- 
inalize sex  for  children  by  abolishing 
age-of-consent  laws. 

"I  am  absolutely  furious  with  this  in- 
accurate and  coloured  piece  of  report- 
ing," said  Dunn.  "There  is  nothing  se- 
cret or  shameful  about  Minor  Problems 
or  the  fact  that  I  allow  them  to  use  my 
fiat  as  their  contact  address." 

Dunn  is  claiming  £20,000  in  damages 
for  grossly  defamatory  statements.  D 


Judge  rales  ROTC 
must  re-enroll  lesbian 

PORTLAND,  ME  —  A  US  District 
Court  judge  has  ruled  that  a  lesbian  who 
was  "disenroUed"  from  the  army 
Reserve  Officer  Training  Corps  (ROTC) 
at  the  University  of  Maine  must  be 
allowed  to  rejoin.  In  what  is  believed  to 
be  the  first  federal  ruling  to  state  clearly 
that  homosexuality  is  not  sufficient 
cause  for  military  discharge.  Magistrate 
D  Brock  Hornby  stated  that  Sergeant 
Dianne  Matthews's  right  to  freedom  of 
expression  had  been  violated. 

In  November  1981  Matthews,  then  23 
and  a  student  at  the  University  of  Maine 
at  Orono,  had  asked  her  commanding 
officer  to  change  her  hours  of  duty  so 
that  she  could  attend  a  meeting  of  the 
student  senate.  Matthews  revealed  that 
she  was  a  member  of  the  Wilde-Stein 
Club,  the  university's  gay  organization. 
When  questioned,  Matthews  told  the 
officer  that  she  was  a  lesbian. 

At  that  point  the  army  began  "disen- 
roUment"  proceedings  against  her.  They 
did  not  establish  that  she  had  partici- 
pated in  lesbian  sex.  (At  her  disenroll- 
ment  hearing,  Matthews  told  officials 
that  she  was  a  lesbian  but  would  add 
nothing  to  her  statement.) 

Matthews  tried  for  ten  months  to  fight 
her  dismissal  through  army  administra- 
tive channels.  In  August  1982  she  con- 
sulted Michael  Asen  of  the  Msiine  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  who  helped  her  file  a 
lawsuit  in  federed  court.  Asen  argued 
that  her  right  to  freedom  of  expression 
and  her  right  to  privacy  were  being  vio- 
lated. The  case  went  to  trial  in  Septem- 


ber 1983  and  the  verdict  in  Matthews's 
favour  was  announced  this  April. 

Asen  told  Boston's  Gay  Community 
News  that  the  court's  decision  has  a 
"larger  impact  because  it  tells  employers 
in  the  private  sector,  as  well  as  the 
government,  that  they  risk  running  afoul 
of  First  Amendment  rights  by  excluding 
homosexuals  for  their  status." 

The  army  has  not  yet  announced  if  it 
will  appeal  the  decision.  D 

Sex-change  peek 
no  longer  necessaiY 

TEL  AVIV —  Israelis  who  have 
undergone  sex-change  operations  will  no 
longer  be  required  to  expose  themselves 
before  consular  officials  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a  new  passport,  according  to  the 
Jerusalem  Post. 

Israeli  hospitcds  do  not  perform  sex- 
change  operations;  Israelis  must  travel 
to  Britain,  Singapore  or  Holland  for 
surgery.  Those  returning  home  with  pre- 
operation  passports  have  been  detained 
by  immigration  officials  concerned  that 
passport  photos  no  longer  corresponded 
to  the  appearance  of  their  bearers. 

People  who  wished  to  avoid  difficul- 
ties were  required  to  apply  for  a  new 
passport  from  consular  officials  outside 
the  country,  but  had  to  personally  dem- 
onstrate to  officials  that  only  their  sex 
had  changed.  Interior  Ministry  spokes- 
persons described  the  procedure  as 
"very  embarrassing." 

According  to  a  ministry  spokesper- 
son, the  new  policy,  in  effect  since  late 
March,  orders  that  "new  passports 
should  by  issued  merely  on  the  basis  of 
verification  from  the  performing  hospi- 
tal and  no  more  than  that."n 


The  game 
of  the  Rose 

Notes  from  the  Whoever- 
Said-Comedy-Was-Funny 
Road  Tour 

So  I  was  in  San  Francisco,  staying  at  a 
roach  motel  and  going  on  at  comedy 
clubs.  1  couldn't  get  on  weekends,  and 
weekends  seemed  to  start  Wednesday 
afternoons.  The  early-week  clubs  were 
fairly  dead  unless  Robin  Williams  walked 
in;  then  they  filled  to  the  woodwork. 
It  was  another  B-grade  part-time  comic 


who  told  me  about  the  Valencia  Rose. 
Then  there  was  a  big  article  in  the  paper 
about  "Gay  Comedy."  The  Monday  I 
went  for  "Gay  Comedy  Night,"  the  Val- 
encia Rose  was  packed.  I  did  well  and  a 
night  happened  to  be  open  for  a  show, 
Tuesday  March  13.  Donald  Monthill, 
"talent  co-ordinator,"  mcga-booked  me 
right  away  and  I  immediately  began  pro- 
duction of  two-sided  chartreuse  hand- 
bills. Donald,  a  chronic  overworker, 
emphasizes  the  "queer"  nature  of  the 
Rose:  drag  shows.  Flamenco  dancers, 
music,  and  perhaps  the  only  gay-comedy 
showcase  anywhere.  The  club,  at  766 
Valencia  in  the  Mission  district,  is  housed 
in  a  beautiful  building,  formerly  a 


mortuary. 

The  comics  at  the  Rose  were  generally 
more  energetic,  more  original  and  more 
thoughtful  than  those  in  the  straight 
clubs.  They  are  fortunate  to  have  a  non- 
hostile,  user-friendly  environment  in 
which  to  work  out.  Biases,  it  seems,  still 
persist.  Comics  from  the  straight  clubs 
said  of  the  Rose,  "No,  I  can't  go  there, 
it's  just  for  gays."  And  comics  from  the 
Rose  found  the  straight  clubs  too  oppres- 
sive. The  Rose  is  dedicated  to  non-sexist, 
non-racist  entertainment  and  many 
straight  comics  couldn't  fill  the  bill.  And 
yes,  straight  clubs  are  pretty  straight. 

I  spent  the  week  before  my  show  hustl- 
ing audience  and  advertising  in  a  garish 
costume  I  claimed  was  typical  Canadian 
dress.  Donald  helped  too,  because,  as  he 
admits,  "When  it  comes  to  audience,  I'm 
a  size  queen."  Mr  Monthill  is  a  long-time 
street  activist,  and  his  contagious  energy 
makes  the  Valencia  Rose  exciting.  Also, 
he  stands  at  the  back  and  laughs  when  no 
one  else  does. 

By  the  end  of  the  week,  my  public-rela- 
tions sense  told  me  1  had  done  a  success- 
ful sales  job  and  my  night  would  be  full 
(it's  the  only  way  to  work).  However, 
what  do  you  think  happened  in  Califor- 
nia on  Tuesday,  March  13,  1984?  An 
earthquake?  Nope,  worse.  The  governor 
decided  to  veto  a  gay  job-rights  bill.  A 
day  early,  he  decided  to  do  it!  Just  my 
luck,  I  attract  such  a  politically  active 
crowd.  I  estimate  that  half  my  audience 
went  out  on  the  streets  to  march.  (They 
must  have;  they  weren't  at  the  show.) 
Even  Donald  wasn't  there  to  laugh  when 
no  one  else  did.  I  respect  their  commit- 
mcni.  It's  the  governor  I  blaiiic.  Sue  for 
loss  of  income?  That's  the  comedy  life- 
style. But  I  still  give  the  Valencia  Rose 
four  stars  ****  on  the  progres.sivc-alier- 
native entertainment  scale....  I  ranchisc 


anyone.' 


Sheila  (iostick 
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TBP'S  GUIDEJS  WHAT'S  ON  IN  TORONTO  THIS  JUNE 


ART 

IAN  THOM 

CThe  Art  Show.  Organized  and  hosted  by  the 
Lambda  Business  Council,  this  one-day  exhi- 
bition and  sale  will  feature  a  wide  variety  of 
artists,  photographers,  sculptors,  doll-makers 
and  mask-makers,  including  Lynne  Fernie, 
Angle  Colgoni,  Matt  Gould,  Andy  Fabo,  Bart 
Monk,  Richard  Plowright,  David  Aldrich,  Ian 
McLeod,  Jim  Shannon,  Tony  Wilson,  Brent 
McDougall,  Clive  Pyne,  and  many  more  (see 
samples  on  p  27).  The  exhibition  takes  place  in 
a  restored  Viaorian  farmhouse  at  483  Broad- 
view Ave  (three  blocks  north  of  Gerrard),  on 
June  3  from  noon  to  7  pm.  Participating  art- 
ists are  donating  at  least  a  quarter  of  all  pro- 
ceeds to  the  Gay  Community  Appeal  —  make 
it  worth  their  while!  Wine  and  beer  will  be 
available  at  a  donation  price. 
D  Painting  Beyond  the  Zone.  A  "high  energy 
group  exhibition"  of  paintings  and  drawings 
by  a  new  wave  of  emerging  artists,  in  the  figur- 
ative style  of  Chromazone/Chromatique,  cur- 
at ed  by  Rae  Johnson.  Through  June  2,  noon  to 
6  pm.  ARC,  658  Queen  St  W,  947-9169. 
GJAC.  Paintings  and  drawings,  with  new 
work,  by  the  gay  art  collective  made  up  of 
John  Grube,  Alex  Liros  and  Clarence  Barnes. 
Punchinello  Gallery,  204A  Baldwin  St 
(593-5054).  June  20  to  July  8.  Opening  June 
20,  8  pm.  Regular  hours:  Thurs-Sun,  1-5  pm. 
r^Menswear:  A  Brief  History.  "A  multi- 
media look  at  men's  fashions  from  the  cave- 
man to  Armani,"  conceived  by  Toronto 
wardrobe  artist  David  Buchan.  Art  Gallery  at 
Harbourfront,  235  Queen's  Quay  W.  June 
14,  9  pm.  Tickets  $6  at  869-8412  or  BASS. 
□  Dressing  Up.  "An  off-the-wall  fashion 
show  and  dance  party,"  produced  by  Tim 
Jocelyn,  and  featuring  a  crowd  of  local  artists 
dressing  themselves  up  to  celebrate  summer. 
Art  Gallery  at  Harbourfront,  235  Queen's 
Quay  W.  June  21,9  pm.  Tickets  $6  at 
869-8412  or  BASS. 

DANCE 

RON  BEN-ISRAEL 

HDanceworks  35:  A  Sesqui-Sensation.  An 

all-Toronto  line-up  of  dancers  and  perform- 
ance artists,  including  Margaret  Dragu,  Col- 
in Campbell  and  Jay  Fisher.  Winchester  St 
Theatre,  80  Winchester  (533-1487).  May  30, 
3 1 ,  June  1,2(8  pm)  and  June  3  (2  pm). 
The  following  events  are  all  planned  for  the 
Toronto  International  Festival,  at  the  Ryer- 
son  Theatre,  43  Gerrard  St  E  —  for  confirm- 
ation or  further  details,  call  362-0682. 
~Pina  Bausch's  Tanztheater  Wuppertal.  The 
best  modern  dance  theatre  company  in  the 
world  today.  While  harking  back  to  the  pre- 
Hitler  German  theatre  tradition,  Bausch  ex- 
plores modern  sexual  and  political  issues, 
especially  the  subjugation  of  women.  Two 
programmes.  Cafe  MUller  and  Le  Sacre  du 
Printemps  (June  26,  27  and  28)  and  1980 
(June  29  and  30).  Ryerson  Theatre. 
C Dance  Theater  of  Harlem.  Featuring  their 
popular  Troy  Games,  a  parody  of  men  at 
war,  with  military  marches  disintegrating  in- 
to Brazilian  sambas.  Two  programmes,  alter- 
nating June  19-23.  Ryerson  Theatre. 
~The  Hamburg  Ballet.  Known  for  revolu- 
tionizing the  classics  by  giving  the  male 
dancer  the  lead,  choreographer  John 
Neumeier  brings  to  Toronto  his  A  Midsum- 
mer Night 's  Dream  (June  6  and  9),  Mahler's 
Third  Symphony,  with  the  all-male  first 
movement  (June  7  and  8),  and  Saint  Matthew 
Passion,  which  explores  the  relationships 
among  Jesus  and  his  apostles,  to  Bach's 
music  (June  10,  matinee). 
nSankai  Juku.  The  very  disciplined  and  ex- 
perimental Japanese  company.  Two  pro- 


"Torso":  collective  art  by  JAC,  from  June  20 

grammes,  Kinkan  Shonen  (June  12,  13,  14) 
and  Jomon  Sho  (June  16  and  17),  as  well  as 
a  street  event  in  front  of  the  Ontario  Art 
Gallery  at  lunchtime,  June  II  and  15. 

MUSIC 

JOHNALLEC 

□  The  Micah  Barnes  Band.  "I  see  myself  as  a 
marriage  of  David  Bowie  and  Bette  Midler  — 
wow!  that's  a  combination....  They  make 
sense  to  me."  With  grab-bag  clothes,  teased 
hair,  and  songs  like  "Office  Boys  in  Bond- 
age," Barnes  has  been  earning  a  reputation 
making  music  for  Buddies  in  Bad  Times  and 
Nightwood  Theatre,  and  is  now  doing  the  cir- 
cuit with  his  personal  blend  of  jazz,  new 
wave,  funk,  and  rock  'n'  roll.  May  21-26  at 
the  El  Mocambo  (downstairs).  May  29  at 


Larry's  Hideaway,  and  June  1  at  the  Horse- 
shoe Tavern. 

□  Seagram  Super  Party.  A  free  Harbourfront 
party  with  "music  for  everyone,"  from  The 
Parachute  Club  to  the  reggae  band  Truth  and 
Rights,  from  big  band  to  Quebec  folk  music. 
June  1,  9  pm.  York  Quay  Centre,  235  Queen's 
Quay  W.  Info:  364-5665. 

□  Anna  Bolena.  Joan  Sutherland  stars  in  this 
CBC  telecast  of  Donizetti's  opera  from  the 
O'Keefe  Centre,  a  Canadian  Opera  Company 
production.  May  27,  time  TBA. 

THEATRE 

JON  KAPLAN 

□  This  Is  For  You,  Anna.  What  happens 
when  a  victim  strikes  back?  The  five-member 
Anna  Project  examines  the  causes  of  rage 
and  revenge  for  women,  using  stories  that 
range  from  mythic  material  to  specific  case 
histories.  Through  May  27.  Backspace, 
Theatre  Passe  Muraille,  16  Ryerson  Ave. 
363-2416. 

□  Top  Girls.  Caryl  Churchill's  most  success- 
ful work  after  her  excellent  Cloud  9  —  this  is 
a  more  intricate  play,  about  the  means  that  a 
woman  has  to  use  to  achieve  success  in  a 
male  world.  Directed  by  Jean  Roberts.  Pre- 
views now,  opens  May  29.  Tarragon  Theatre, 
30  Bridgman  Ave.  531-1827. 

□  Trafford  Tanzi.  The  National  Arts  Centre 
production  of  Claire  Luckham's  innovative 
look  at  the  battle  of  sexual  politics.  The  title 
character  must  literally  half-nelson  her  way 
through  life,  fightingparents,  friends,  and 
chauvinist  husband  in  an  attempt  to  be  an  in- 
dependent person.  The  theatre  will  become  a 
wrestling  arena  for  the  main  event.  In  collab- 
oration with  Toronto  Free  Theatre.  26 
Berkeley  St.  368-2856. 

□  A  Taste  of  Honey.  Shelagh  Delaney's  1958 
play  about  disaffected  youth  in  a  lower-class 
British  tenement.  The  central  character  is 
befriended  by  a  gay  artist  who  lives  in  her 
building.  June  18- July  14.  Theatre  Plus,  St 
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Lawrence  Centre,  27  Front  St  E.  366-7723. 
'□Women  Behind  Bars.  Life  in  a  '50s 
women's  prison,  courtesy  of  Dreamgirls  auth- 
or Tom  Eyen.  Our  reviewer,  P  G  Baker,  calls 
it  "glorious  trash,  blissfully  unredeemed  by 
any  social  conscience."  Basin  Street  Cabaret, 
180  Queen  St  W.  598-3013  or  BASS. 

□  Cloud  9.  Caryl  Churchill's  play  about  sex- 
ual roles,  identities,  mores,  and  preferences 
returns  to  the  Bayview  Playhouse  with  a  dif- 
ferent cast  than  last  time  around,  but  the 
same  director  (Bill  Glassco).  1605  Bayview 
Ave.  48I-6I9I. 

□  Shaw  Festival.  Among  June's  entries  are  a 
revival  of  last  year's  excellent  Private  Lives, 
starring  Fiona  Reid  and  artistic  director  Chris- 
topher Newton,  and  new  productions  of 
Thornton  Wilder's  The  Skin  of  Our  Teeth 
(with  Nora  McLellan  in  the  role  of  the  maid, 

a  part  originated  by  Tallulah  Bankhead),  and 
the  Kern-Harbach  musical  Roberta,  which 
features  such  tunes  as  "Smoke  Gets  In  Your 
Eyes"  and  "I  Won't  Dance."  In  repertory. 
Niagara-on-the-Lake,  Ontario.  361-1544  (toll- 
free  Toronto  line). 

□  Stratford  Festival.  Among  the  shows  pre- 
viewing in  May  are  the  new  Gilbert  and  Sulli- 
van production,  lolanthe,  featuring  Maureen 
Forrester  as  the  Queen  of  the  Fairies.  The 
hero  has  to  worry  about  being  a  mortal  from 
the  waist  up  and  a  fairy  from  the  waist 
down...  a  line  that  will  likely  be  made  much 
of.  Previews  begin  May  26.  Stratford,  On- 
tario. 363-4471  (toll-free  Toronto  line). 

□  Here's  a  How  Dee  Doo.  If  you  don't  get 
your  fill  of  G&S  at  Stratford,  here's  a  review 
by  John  Judd  and  Paul  Knight  that  looks  at 
the  lives  and  music  of  England's  most  famous 
operetta  team.  From  June  7.  Toronto  Free 
Theatre,  Upstairs.  26  Berkeley  St.  368-2856. 

□  Death  in  Venice  and  Peter  Grimes.  See  p  26. 

CINEMA 

GLENDON^VIcKINNEY 

□  Privates  on  Parade.  A  group  of  flaming 
poofs  entertain  the  British  troops  in  Singa- 
pore, 1948,  and  do  it  royally.  John  Cleese 
heads  an  admirable  cast  getting  on  with  it  in 
the  very  best  British  theatrical  tradition.  The 
International,  Carlton  Cineplex. 

□  Confused/Sexual  Views.  A  complete  in- 
stallation of  Paul  Wong's  provocative  work 
(see  review  p  43)  has  been  tentatively  sched- 
uled for  June  15,  pending  the  release  of  a 
Canada  Council  Special  Projects  Assistance 
grant.  Art  Metropole,  ARC,  Forbidden 
Films,  The  Funnel,  Mercer  Union,  The 
Music  Gallery  and  YYZ  have  banded  togeth- 
er in  an  effort  to  get  this  important  work  be- 
fore the  public.  If  they  succeed,  the  work 
will  be  shown  in  the  concept  designed  for  its 
aborted  premiere  at  the  Vancouver -Art  Gal- 
lery, with  three  hours  of  the  nine-hour  work 
featured  every  week  for  three  weeks.  Art- 
culture  Resource  Centre,  658  Queen  St  W. 
To  confirm,  call  947-9169. 

□  Narcissus.  Norman  McLaren's  20-minute 
1983  film,  which  looks  at  the  Greek  legend  in 
terms  of  dance,  is  included  in  a  programme 
on  films  about  the  arts.  Harbourfront  Studio 
Theatre,  June  20  and  21  (7:30  pm). 

□  The  Year  of  Living  Dangerously.  Linda 
Hunt  won  a  well-deserved  Oscar  as  Billy,  the 
wise  and  tragic  male  dwarf  guiding  Mel  Gib- 
son through  love  and  political  turmoil  in 
Peter  Weir's  fine  film.  Uptown  Backstage. 

□  Hookers  on  Davie.  The  problems  and 
pressures  of  street  life  and  work  in  Vancou- 
ver. Carlton  Cineplex. 

□The  Hotel  New  Hampshire.  Tony  Richard- 
son guides  a  superb  cast,  headed  by  Jodie 
Foster,  through  the  grim  corridors  of  life. 
The  delicate  tragedy  of  the  film's  humour  is 
especially  effective.  Carlton  Cineplex, 
Market  Square. 
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•  Members  of  Lambda  Business  Council 
RESTAURANTS 

CBemelman's.  Fashionably  cruisy  pop  singles 
bar,  pricey  restaurant.  83  Bloor  St  W.  960-0306. 
nCafe  New  Orleans.  Best  people-peeking  perch  in 
town  (it'll  take  your  mind  off  the  food).  Patio  always 
packed.  618  Yonge  St.  922-2439. 

•  Les  Cavaliers.  Continental  menu,  daily  specials. 
418  Church  St.  977-4702. 

D Chaps  CaW.  Noon-9  pm,  including  $1 .99 
soup/sandwich  lunch  special.  $5-$6  range.  9 
Isabella  St,  921-3012. 
U  Church  Street  Cafe.  Popular  brunch  locale  in  the 


heart  of  ghetto.  Daily  to  12,  Sun:  10  am-5  pm.  485 
Church  St.  925-1155. 

DOanny's  at  Cornelius.  Very  reasonable,  very  fill- 
ing meals.  579  Yonge  St.  967-4666. 

•  Crispins/Buddy's.  Innovative  cuisine,  great 
wines.  Brunch:  $6.95.  66  Gerrard  St  E.  977-1919. 

•  Crow  Bar.  Full  menu,  easy  atmosphere,  with 
popular  pix  shown  at  8  pm,  Mon-Fri.  10  Breadal- 
bane  (behind  Parkside  Tavern).  923-6136. 

•  18  East  Hotel  &  Tavern.  Inexpensive  home- 
cooked  meals.  Sunday  brunch  $3.95  18  Eastern 
Ave.  368-4040. 

nFare  Exchange.  Small  neighbourhood  cafe.  4 

Irwin  Ave.  923-5924. 

DFenton's.  The  one  place  to  go  if  you've  only  one 

place  to  go  (and  can  afford  it).  Less  expensive  room 

downstairs.  2  Gloucester  St.  961-8485. 

DGolden  Griddle.  Pancakes,  etc,  inexpensive  place 

for  Sunday  brunch.  45  Carlton  St.  977-5044. 


•Jennie's.  Chic  restaurant.  Live  music  Fri-Sun 
nites;  Sunday  brunch.  360  Queen  St  E  (at  Parlia- 
ment). 861-1461 

•  Lipstick.  Daytime  meals,  late  night  snacks,  and 
loud  music.  4:30  pm-3  am  (4  am  weekends).  580 
Parliament  St.  922-6655. 

•  Pimbletl's.  Gaudy,  friendly  British  pub.  Import 
draught,  desserts.  249  Gerrard  St  E.  929-9525. 
DQueen  Mother  Cafe.  New  wave,  artsy  crowd, 
with  imaginative  eats.  206  Queen  St  W.  598-4719. 

•  Raclette.  French  cuisine  and  great  by-the-glass 
wine  list.  361  Queen  St  W.  593-0934. 

DRwoli.  Exotic  snacks  with  colourful  crowd.  334 

Queen  St  W.  596-1908. 

D  Le  Select  Bistro.  Bistro  lunches  and  late  night 

dining  328  Queen  St  W.  596-6405. 

nSgana  Landing.  Patio  restaurant.  Seafood,  "tour 

of  France"  specials.  40  Stadium  Road  (Bathurst  & 

Lakeshore),  368-7794. 

DTogether.  Continental  menu,  specials.  Sunday: 

allyoucaneat/  $6.  457  Church  St.  923-3469. 


•  The  Albany  Tavern.  158  King  St  E.  861-1 155. 
Dancing,  patio. 

•  The  Barn.  83  Granby  St.  977-4702.  Casual 
stand-up  bar  and  disco.  After-hours  Fri  and  Sat  till 
4  am  ($2  cover). 

D  Boots  (at  the  Selby) .  592  Sherbou  rne  St . 
921-1035.  Dance  floor,  lounge. 

•  Buddy's  Backroom  Bar.  370  Church  St. 
977-9955.  Chatty,  casual  stand-up  bar. 
DBud's  (at  Hotel  Selby).  592  Sherbourne  St. 
921-3142.  Raunchy  video,  dance  floor. 

D Cameo  Club.  95  Trinity  St.  368-2824.  Licensed 
private  dance  club  for  women.  Fri  and  Sat  only. 

•  Les  Cavaliers.  418  Church  St.  977-4702.  Piano 
singalong  bar,  very  chatty. 

[JChaps.  9  Isabella  St  (at  Yonge).  921-3012.  Large 
upstairs  disco,  downstairs  bar  with  risqu6  slides 
and  video. 

n Cornelius.  579  Yonge  St.  967-4666.  Dance  floor, 
dining  area.  Open  4  pm:  $1  a  beer  till  8  pm  week- 
nights,  great  f^riday  after  work 

•  Crow  Bar.  10  Breadalbane  St  (laneway  behind 
Parkside  Tavern).  923-6136.  Fully  licensed;  video. 
Mon-Sat,  4  pm-3  am:  Sun  4  pm-1  am. 

nThe  Hitching  Post.  529  Yonge  St.  Leather  bar/ 
restaurant.  Mon-Fri:  7:30  pm-10  pm.  Fri/Sat:  mid- 
night to  3  am.  Sun  brunch:  noon  to  4  pm:  dinner:  5 
pm-10  pm.  925-9998. 

DKatrina's.  5  St  Joseph  St.  961-4740.  Stand-up 
bar  with  dance  floor.  Fri  and  Sat  to  4  am.  Sun 
T-dances  Cover  charge  weekends.  Dining  lounge. 
DOz.  1  Isabella  St.  961-0790.  Large  bar  and 
disco,  lotsa  lesbians.  Also  after  hours  ($3).  ■ 
D Parkside  Tavern.  530  Yonge  St.  922-3844. 
Men's  beverage  room,  side  entrance.  Closed  Sun 


SOMETHING 
MORE  THAN  A 
WELL-DEVELOPED 
THIGH 


Lar  Lubovitch  Dance  Cotnpany.  Premiere 
Dance  Theatre,  Harbourtront.  April  17-21 . 

I  loved  this  company's  straightforward 
and  honest  love  of  dancing,  their  need 
to  move  in  space  in  relation  to  other 
moving  bodies.  Lubovitch's  most  im- 
portant message  is  in  his  relaxed  and 
free  treatment  of  sexuality.  His  men 
touch,  support,  and  completely  enjoy 
each  other  (and  their  female  partners). 
It  is  entrancing  to  follow  the  motions 
initiated  by  one  man,  received  by  an- 
other, then  carefully  passed  through 
the  group  and  then  farther  out,  beyond 
the  stage  space. 

To  the  hypnotic  scores  of  Philip 
Glass  and  Steve  Reich,  heads  are 
thrown  back  in  abandon  and  hips 
touch  hands,  touch  knees,  touch 
backs.  In  the  piece  "North  Star,"  the 
entire  company  flows  together,  and 
when  Lubovitch  has  a  male  couple 
swiftly  glide  away,  it  is  not  a  cheap 
dramatic  effect  but  a  pure  and  beautiful 
choice. 

Introducing  single-sex  pas  de  deux 
has  become  as  bad  a  cliche  as  liaisons 
between  fairies  and  princes.  Choreo- 
graphers like  Maurice  Bejart  have  been 
using  this  "nouvelle"  effect  since  the 


'60s,  having  their  muscular  men  ex- 
change the  ballerina's  part  among 
themselves.  Once  the  initial  shock  wore 
off,  there  was  not  much  left  but,  per- 
haps, the  decorative  beauty  of  a  well- 
developed  thigh.  As  for  emotion,  more 
is  revealed  between  the  pages  of 
Blueboy  than  in  any  of  the  Bejartian 
extravaganzas  about  Nijinsky,  Baude- 
laire and  Faust.  In  fact,  many  male- 
oriented  ballets  seem  to  be  merely 
cashing  in  on  a  fashion  created  by  gay 


liberation,  without  actually  comment- 
ing on  the  uniqueness  of  gay  relation- 
ships. In  that  sense,  ballet  has  re- 
mained the  mute  art. 

Lar  Lubovitch  does  not  present  him- 
self as  a  political  artist.  He  celebrates 
the  medium  of  movement  rather  than 
indulging  in  programme  notes.  It  is  his 
human  sensitivity  and  evocative  use  of 
the  body  which  makes  his  art  not  only 
beautiful,  but  wonderfully  valid. 

RonBen-IsraeiD 
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DThe  Quest.  665  Yonge  St.  964-8641 .  Bar,  dining 
room  and  upstairs  disco. 
nst  Charles  Tavern.  488  Yonge  St.  925-5517. 
Large  beverage  rooms. 

DThe  Surfboard  Tavern.  New  lesbian  bar,  in  base- 
ment of  Hotel  California  (where  the  Outpost  used  to 
be).  319  Jarvis  St  (side  entrance).  925-6215. 
DTogether.  457  Church  St.  923-3469.  Lesbian 
bar,  dining  room. 

DThe  Tool  Box.  Leather  club  bar  with  patio,  meals. 
Club  night  Thurs.  18  Eastern  Ave  869-9294. 


DChaps.  See  Bars,  above. 

nciub  Manatee.  11A  St  Joseph  St.  922-1898 

Male  only,  youngish  crowd.  Not  licensed  Fri  &  Sat: 

10pm-6am;  Sun:  10:30  pm-3:30  am.  Live  shows 

Sat  at  2  am.  Sun  at  midnight. 

DOz.  See  Bars,  above. 

DPan  AM  Dances.  Tues  nights  at  the  Rivoli,  334 

Queen  St  W  from  8  pm.  New  wave. 

DStages.  530  Yonge  St.  928-0492.  Fri-Sat  12  to  5 

am.  Sun  10:30  pm-4  am.  $6. 

DTwiUght  Zone.  185  Richmond  St  W.  977-3347. 

New  wave.  Weekends.  $8. 

DVoodoo  Club.  9  St  Joseph  St  (above  Katrinas). 

960-9335.  New  wave.  Weekends.  $5. 


•  The  Barracks.  56  Widmer  St.  593-0499.  Leather/ 
denim.  6  pm-10  am:  24  hours  on  weekends. 

•  The  Club.  231  Mutual  St.  977-4629.  24  hours 
•The  Roman's  Health  and  Recreation  Spa.  742 

BaySt  598-2110.  24  hours. 

ACCOMMODATION 

nCatnaps  Guesthouse.  246  Sherbourne  St. 
968-2323.  Fifteen  rooms,  TV  lounge,  pool  table 
and  game  room,  laundry  and  kitchen  facilities, 
parking,  sundeck.  One  or  two  people:  $25. 
ni8  East  Hotel.  18  Eastern  Ave.  368-4040.  Bar 
and  dining  room,  22  rooms,  TV  lounge,  sauna, 
gym,  laundry  facilities,  sundeck,  free  parking.  1 
or  2  people:  $24,  weekend  rates. 
PThe  Selby  Hotel.  592  Sherbourne  St. 
921-3142.  Victorian-style  hotel:  bar,  dinmg  room 
72  rooms.  No  housekeeping.  1-2  people  with  pri- 
vate bath:  $35;  without:  $27 


COMMUNITY 


Z^Toronto  Gay  Community  Council.  105  Carlton  SI.  4th  floor 
MSB  1M2  Umbrella  organization  Of  lesbiar^  and  gay  groups 
Forum  for  sharing  information  and  discussing  political  strategies 

SOCIAL  & 
POLITICAL  ACTION 

CAIDS  Commmee  of  Toronto.  See  Health,  below 

□  Beaches  Area  Gays.  Meets  Thurs  nights,  after  9  pm.  at  Conti- 
nenlal  Flair  Lounge  (in  the  Beach  Mall).  1971  Queen  SI  E  (at 
Waverley) 

DBrldges.  118  Spruce  St,  MSA  2J5  Michael  Riordon 
(923-8089)  Group  connecting  lesbian,  gay  and  third  world  libera- 
tion struggles, 

□Chutzpah.  730  Bathurst  SI,  M5S  2R4  489-4662  Group  lor 
Jewish  gay  men  and  lesbians  and  (riends 
□Coalition  lor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario  (CGRO).  Box  822.  Stn  A. 
M5W  1G3  533-6824  Toronto  Office  730  Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4 
□Cominittee  to  Defend  John  Oamien.  1508-914  Yonge  St. 
M4W  3C8  925-6729 

□Foolscap  (Oral  History  Project).  Conducting  interviews  with  gay 
people  JohnGrube  961-8947 

□Foundation  lor  the  Advancement  ol  Canadian  Transsoiuals 
(FACT)  -  Toronto.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre,  M4Y  2C9 
□Gay  Alliance  at  York,  c/o  CYSF.  105  Central  Sq.  York  University 
4700KeeleSl.Oownsview.ONM3J  1P3  667-2515 

□  Gay  Asians  Toronto.  Box  752  Stn  F  M4Y  2N6  Into  Alan  at 
Glad  Oay  Bookshop.  961-4161 

Gay  Association  ol  Maritimers  in  Toronto.  730  Bathurst  St. 
M5S  2R4  Support  group  for  Maritimers  moving  to  Toronto 
□Gay  Community  Appeal  ol  Toronto.  Box  2212.  Sin  P.  M5S  2T2 
869-3036  Fund-raising  lor  gay  and  lesbian  community  protects 
□Gay  Community  Danco  Committe*  (GCOC).  730  Bathurst  St 
M5S  2R4  Organizes  community  fund-raising  dances 
□Gay  Courtwatch.  Room  337.  Old  City  Hall  (Queen  and  Bay). 
3626928 

riGay  Fathers  ol  Toronto  Box  187.  Stn  F.  M4Y  2LS  364-4t64. 
weeknights 

□Gay  Ubentlon  Against  th«  Right  Everywhere  (GLARE)  Box  793. 
SInQ.  M4T  2N7 

[  'Gay  SIG.  Drawer  0622.  c/o  The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289.  Stn  A. 
M5W  1X9  Group  ol  gay  members  ol  MENSA  in  Canada 
:  ;6ay  Sall-Dllenc*  Group  Box  793  Stn  Q.  M4T  2N7  423  4803 
Organizes  courses  m  sell  delence  in  and  outside  ol  Toronto 
1  Gay  Ybuth  ol  Toronto  730  Bathurst  SI.  M5S  2fl4  533  2867 
Phone  counselling    Mon  Wed.  Fn.  7  pm-10  pm 
□Gays  and  Lttblani  at  U  d  T.  c/o  SAC  Ollice.  12  Hart  House  Cir- 
cle, University  of  Toronto  M5S  1A1  360-6339 
:  16EM  Gay  Community  Outraach  Box  62  Brampton  ON  L6V  2K7 
Peel  Region  (Brampton  Mis^^issjuga)  group  for  gays  ano  lesbians 
Gayline  West  453  4426 

GLAD  (Gay/Losblan  Action  locOisarmamenll  Box  5794  Stn  A 
M5W  IP?  9ri  19.38 

Glad  Day  Delinco  Fund  648A  Ybnge  Si  M4y  2A6  9614161 

Inttrnallonil  Gay  Association  (Toronto)  c/o  Cay  Communily 
Council 

coMmmlpX 
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John  Allec  previews  Benjamin  Britten's  opera, 

being  given  its  national  premiere  by  the  Canadian  Opera  Company  in  June 


feath  inVfenice 


iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 

A  few  weeks  from  now  I'll  be  sitting  in  a 
press  seat  in  the  O'Keefe  Centre's  ritzy 
section,  my  worn  leather  jacket  among 
Rosedale  wraps  and  Forest  Hill  furs, 
observing  what  to  an  uncultured  eye 
would  surely  seem  to  be  a  dirty  old  man 
lusting  after  a  half-naked,  barely  adoles- 
cent boy.  What  happens  in  the  audience 
should  be  as  interesting  as  what  happens 
on  stage. 

The  occasion  will  be  the  Canadian 
premiere  of  Benjamin  Britten's  Death  in 
Venice,  being  presented  June  24  to  30  by 
the  Canadian  Opera  Company.  Com- 
posed in  1973,  Britten's  final  opera  is 
based  on  the  famous  novella  by  Thomas 
Mann,  which  also  inspired  Luchino 
Visconti's  1971  film.  Mann's  hero, 
Gustav  von  Aschenbach,  an  aging, 
world-renowned  author  on  holiday  in 
Venice,  finds  himself  intoxicated  with 
the  beauty  of  a  young  Polish  boy, 
Tadzio.  Despite  ever  clearer  signals  that 
a  deadly  cholera  epidemic  is  overrunning 
the  city,  he  discovers  that  he  cannot  tear 
himself  away  from  Venice  and  the  boy. 

Britten  had  not  avoided  homoerotic 
themes  in  his  earlier  work.  In  his  1951 
Billy  Budd,  for  example  (which  has  a 
libretto  co-written  by  E  M  Forster),  the 
villain  Claggart's  hatred  of  the  hand- 
some young  sailor  Billy  can  only  really 
be  explained  as  an  indication  of  vigor- 
ously suppressed  desire.  As  for  the  com- 
poser's earliest  and  most  famous  opera, 
the  new  Cambridge  Opera  Handbook 
Peter  Grimes  poses  new  and  interesting 
suggestions  about  Britten's  portrayal  of 
the  eccentric  fisherman,  hounded  to  his 
death  because  he  is  thought  to  be  a  boy- 
murderer.  Editor  Philip  Brett  analyzes 
the  opera  in  the  context  of  writings  by 
gay  liberationists  Dennis  Altman, 
Jeffrey  Weeks  and  George  Weinberg, 
and  convincingly  argues  that  Britten 
consciously  created  a  subtle  allegory  on 
the  oppression  of  the  homosexual  in 
contemporeu7  society.  Although  Britten 
"remjiined  a  reluctant  homosexucil" 
throughout  his  life,  as  one  writer  has  put 
it  —  he  wjis,  after  all,  in  his  fifties  at  the 
time  of  the  Stonewall  riots  —  Brett 
theorizes  that,  with  Peter  Grimes,  the 
32-year-old  composer  was  rebelling  in 
the  only  way  he  really  could. 

Although  Mann's  story  has  always 
been  popular,  one  can  expect  that  there  is 
quite  a  difference  between  consuming  it 
in  the  privacy  of  an  armchair  and  witness- 
ing it  in  public  along  with  thousands  of 
other  people.  But  after  all,  one  couldn't 
very  well  ignore  the  final  masterpiece  of 
one  of  the  towering  figures  of  this  cen- 
tury's musical  life.  And  perhaps  the  fact 
that  the  protagonist  subsumes  his  lust 
with  writerly  abstractions  on  the  purity  of 
beauty,  zmd  gets  bumped  off  at  the  end, 
has  made  this  tale  palatable  to  the 
notoriously  conservative  opera  audience. 

Nevertheless,  it  is  fascinating  to  think 


Benjamin  Britten  with 
Peter  Pears  in  1974: 
''I  think  all  the  love 
which  he  had  for  his 
singer  flowed  into 
this  work/' 


''How  does  such  beauty  come  about?"  * 

A  guide  to  the  musical  building  blocks  of  the  Britten 's  last  opera 


A  listener  need  not  be  aware  of  what  makes  Britten's  Death  in 
Venice  tick  in  order  to  enjoy  it,  but  one's  pleasure  can  certainly 
be  intensified  by  seeing  how,  at  the  peak  of  his  powers,  this 
composer  built  his  most  mature  work. 

As  with  most  operas  composed  in  Wagner's  shadow,  one  can 
listen  to  this  score  in  symphonic,  as  well  as  "operatic"  terms. 
There  are  two  important  musical  building  blocks,  and  more 
often  than  not  one  or  the  other  is  active  on  stage  or  in  the 
orchestra.  These  musical  id^es  fixes  £U"e  developed  into  a  kaleid- 
oscope of  ingenious  imagery  as  Aschenbach's  mind  deteriorates. 

The  first  motif  is  reserved  for  the  pleasant  elements  of  the 
story,  the  sea,  well-being,  Tadzio,  while  the  other  represents  the 
sirocco,  the  plague,  and  death.  The  latter  theme  is  introduced  by 
the  traveller  as  he  summons  Aschenbach  to  the  south: 


(It  is  fascinating  to  note,  by  the  way,  that  Peter  Grimes's 
famous  cry  of  anguish,  with  its  telling  words; 


«£: 


ap 


5 


^ 
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bour  shel-ters  peace? 


is  also  a  member  of  this  family.) 

The  delicate  variations  Britten  subsequently  wrings  from 
this  potent  motif  make  up  the  most  enchanting  pages  of  the 
score.  He  also  develops  its  three  middle  notes  in  a  relentless 
ostinato  which  appears  throughout  Aschenbach's  frenetic 
chase  in  Act  II: 
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A  wealth  of  material  is  developed  from  this,  though  the  theme's 
claustrophobic,  snake-like  outline  is  always  recognizable.  It 
appears  at  its  most  seductive,  slightly  disguised,  in  the  barcarolle 
sung  by  the  boat  passengers  on  their  way  to  Venice: 
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but  is  revealed  ag£iin  at  its  starkest  and  darkest,  played  on  a 
sepulchral  tuba  (and  bearing  a  blatant  but  forgiveable 
resemblance  to  Wagner's  "dragon"  motif  in  the  Ring),  when 
Aschenbach  first  hears  about  the  plague. 

Britten  unveils  his  other  "building  block"  in  a  grand  melody 
which  floods  the  stage  as  Aschenbach  views  the  Lido's  sea  and 
beach  for  the  first  time.  It  is  one  of  the  mzmy  musico-theatrical 
coups  sprinkled  through  the  score: 


(Yet  am      I  dri-ven  on 

This  figure,  which  takes  over  the  orchestra  for  a  remarkable 
ten  minutes,  disappears  only  at  the  climax  of  the  scene.  At  this 
point  Aschenbach  watches  the  object  of  his  pursuit  disappear 
into  his  room,  and  dares  to  lay  his  head  against  Tadzio's  door 
—  here  Britten  surely  had  in  mind  Mann's  "at  rest  in  the  face 
of  perfection." 

A  couple  of  other  elements  might  be  noted.  The  beach 
chorus's  lovely  calls  of 


3fc 


^ 


S 


U^I-,J^^^^f|'>^^,J 


? 
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("Tadzio")  are  related  to  both  the  cries  of  the  libidinous  orgiasts 
in  Aschenbach's  Bosch-like  nightmare  and  those  of  the  lonely 
gondoliers  winding  their  way  through  the  lagoons.  Also,  Britten 
linked  the  seven  baritone  roles  with  a  distinct  motif,  a  few 
downward-stepping  notes  followed  by  an  upward  leap.  Heard  at 
its  most  exaggerated  in  the  Elderly  Fop's  falsetto 


When  Aschenbach  catches  his  first  glimpse  of  Tadzio  a  little 
later,  a  striking  version  of  this  theme,  which  comes  to  repre- 
sent the  boy  himself,  is  sounded  by  the  vibraphone: 
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Me     Ca-sa  -  no-va? 

the  motif  reappears  in  all  too  banal  a  form  when  the  Hotel 
Manager  informs  Aschenbach  that  the  Polish  family  is  about 
to  depart.  JAD 

*from  Act  I,  Aschenbach  on  first  seeing  Tadzio. 
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that  Britten,  known  and  loved  through- 
out Britain  by  everyone  from  the  Queen 
Mother  down,  should,  in  his  last  years, 
so  openly  and  uncompromisingly  ex- 
plore the  attraction  of  one  male  for  ^ 
another.  One  should  also  not  under- 
estimate the  role  played  in  Britten's  final 
project  by  Peter  Pears,  the  noted  tenor 
for  whom  Britten  created  much  of  his 
music  and  with  whom  he  shared  a  love 
(or  "partnership"  as  the  biographers 
put  it)  of  more  than  thirty  years.  Death 
in  Venice  is  dedicated  to  Peter  Pears, 
and,  as  Britten's  eminent  colleague 
Michael  Tippett  has  commented,  "I 
think  all  the  love  which  he  had  for  his 
singer  flowed  into  this  work." 

• 
To  adapt  Mann's  story,  Britten  called 
upon  the  skillful  (and  delectably  chris- 
tened) Myfanwy  Piper,  and  together  they 
devised  a  fluid,  dreeun-like  staging  in 
which  locales  shift  constantly  even  within 
scenes.  With  brilliant  flair,  they  decided 
to  accentuate  the  separateness  of  the 
silent  Tadzio's  world  by  formalizing  his 
(and  his  family's)  movements  into  dance. 
Also,  Mann's  text  hints  that  several  of  the 
minor  characters  —  the  mysterious  trav- 
eller (who  inspires  Aschenbach  to  go 
south),  the  repugnant  "elderly  fop,"  the 
guttural  gondolier,  and  the  malevolent 
entertainer  —  are  mirror  images  of  one 
another,  and  they  decided  to  virtually 
surround  poor  Aschenbach  with  this 
symbol  of  death  by  having  one  singer 
portray  them  all  —  adding,  for  good 
measure,  the  hotel  manager,  the  barber, 
and  the  voice  of  Dionysus  in  Aschen- 
bach's  delirious  nightmare. 

There  remained  the  task  of  composing 
the  music,  and  it  seems  Britten  could  not 
have  chosen  material  more  ripe  for  musi- 
cal illustration.  The  score's  most  imagin- 
ative feature  is  that  of  associating  Tad- 
zio,  and  the  temptations  he  represents 
for  Aschenbach,  with  the  orchestra's 
most  exotic  resource:  the  percussion  sec- 
tion. We  get  the  first  hint  of  this  in  the 
opening  scene,  when  ominous  kettle- 
drums dominate  as  Aschenbach  encoun- 
ters the  mysterious  traveller.  A  few 
minutes  later,  our  hero  floats  into  Venice 
amid  loud  bells  and  cymbals.  But 
nothing  has  prepared  us  for  the  strange 
sounds  inspired  in  Aschenbach's  mind 
when  he  first  notices  Tadzio.  For  Billy 


Buddy  Britten  highlighted  the  sad  inti- 
macy between  the  Novice  and  his  friend 
by  using  a  saxophone;  here  he  brings  in 
another  novelty,  the  vibraphone,  to  por- 
tray Aschenbach's  strange  new  emo- 
tions, and  this  is  later  supplemented  by  a 
virtuosic  array  of  xylophones, 
marimbas,  tom-toms,  sleigh  bells,  and 
more.  Britten  also  hit  upon  the  device  of 
accompanying  Aschenbach's  dozen  or 
so  short  recitatives,  in  which  the  writer 
seems  to  shrug  off  his  musical  fantasies 
to  concentrate  on  his  predicament,  with 
seemingly  random  notes  on  the  piano  — 
another  percussion  instrument. 

Peter  Pears  was  63  at  the  premiere  of 
Death  in  Venice,  but  that  didn't  deter  his 
lover  from  keeping  Aschenbach  on  stage 
for  the  full  length  of  the  opera.  Ex- 
hausted or  not,  he  needed  Aschenbach 
in  front  of  the  audience  at  all  times  be- 
cause, as  an  operatic  psychodrama,  this 


work  is  perhaps  unique:  not  only  do  we 
see  everything  through  Aschenbach's 
eyes  —  the  gondolier  as  Charon,  the 
boys'  beach  games  as  an  ancient  Greek 
Olympiad  —  but  we  also  hear  everything 
as  Aschenbach  does.  To  his  frenzied 
ears,  and  thus  to  ours,  the  silly  elderly 
fop  sounds  obscene,  the  obsequious 
hotel  staff  positively  unctuous,  and  the 
crowd  admiring  Tadzio's  athletics  like 
an  eerie  Greek  chorus  —  chanting 
"Phaedrus  learned  what  beauty  is/ 
From  Socrates  beneath  the  tree." 
• 
Britten  became  seriously  ill  as  the 
score  neared  completion  and  underwent 
an  unsuccessful  heart  operation  (compli- 
cated by  a  stroke  on  the  operating  table) 
a  month  before  the  opera's  premiere.  He 
spent  his  final  three  and  a  half  years  as 
an  invalid,  though  he  managed  to  com- 
plete a  half-dozen  important  works 


fjCr- 


Britten's  dedication,  from 
the  libretto  off  Death  In  Venice 


illilliillllll 


before  his  death  in  1976. 

One  part  of  Mann's  text  omitted  from 
the  libretto  is  Aschenbach's  thought, 
"perhaps  the  most  delicate,  the  most 
derisive  thought  which  has  ever  been 
framed,  that  the  lover  is  more  divine  than 
the  beloved,  since  the  god  is  in  the  one, 
but  not  in  the  other."  That  is:  beauty  is 
—  literally  —  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder. 

If  Britten  didn't  set  these  exact  words, 
he  certainly  captured  them  in  the  music 
Tadzio  inspires  in  Aschenbach's  mind. 
He  also  matched  Mann  —  perhaps  even 
bettered  him  —  in  helping  one  under- 
stand why  anybody  would  so  wiUingly 
gamble  with  Death  rather  than  forsake 
such  "perilous  sweetness."  D 


Death  in  Venice  will  performed  June  24,  26, 
28  and  30,  as  part  of  the  Toronto  Interna- 
tional Festival,  with  Kenneth  Riegel  as 
Aschenbach  and  Allan  Monk  as  the  playing 
the  baritone  roles.  John  Mauceri  conducts, 
Lotfi  Mansouri  directs,  and  Wolfram 
Ska  lick  i  (with  Susan  Benson  for  costumes) 
designs  what  will  surely  be  a  treat  for  the  eye. 
Tickets  are  SJ8,  $28,  $43  and  $53  (for  infor- 
mation, call  766-3271.)  Also  as  part  of  the 
Festival,  the  Metropolitan  Opera  will  present 
Peter  Grimes  on  June  4,  as  part  of  their  week- 
long  visit  to  Toronto  (information:  362-0682). 
The  excellent  recording  of  Death  in  Venice 
on  London/ Decca  (OS A  13109),  conducted 
by  Stuart  Bedford  and  with  Peter  Pears  and 
John  Shirley-Quirk  in  the  main  roles,  was 
produced  under  the  composer 's  supervision. 


JUNE  1984  D  27 


CALENDAR 

OF  EVENTS  IN 

TORONTO  FROM 

FRIDAY 

MAY  25 

TO 

SUNDAY 

JULY1 


ON  THE  TOWN 


A  new  lesbian  bar  in  Toronto?  A  large 
air-conditioned  basement  with  an  inti- 
mate dance  floor?  And  a  huge  patio  with 
a  canopy  of  spruce  trees?  And  soft 
drinks  for  less  than  the  price  of  a  beer? 
In  Toronto?? 

Yes,  as  delighted  dykes  discovered  at 
the  grand  opening  May  1 1th  of  the  Surf- 
board Tavern,  downstairs  at  the  Hotel 
California,  where  the  men's  leather  bar 
The  Outpost  used  to  be.  TfiP  reporters 
found  an  unprecedented  variety  of 
women  casing  the  joint,  with  everything 
from  flannel  and  workboots  to  new 
wave  uniforms,  business  suits  to  black 
leather  in  sight.  The  crowd  apparently 
agreed  with  manager  Grant  Belanger 
that  there's  room  in  town  for  another 
women's  bar. 

Surfboard  (321  Jarvis  St,  925-6215) 
is  open  Monday  through  Saturday,  and 
until  4  am  on  weekends.  The  owners  are 
currently  negotiating  for  an  additional 
liquor  licence  for  the  patio  area. 

Edna  BarkerD 


FRI/MAY  25 


DReggae  Extravaganza!  "For  a  nuclear-free 
Ontario."  Palais  Royale  (1601  Lakeshore 
Blvd  W),  with  Akoben,  Rebel  Radio  and 
Truths  &  Rights.  Tickets  $9  ($7  advance). 
Licensed.  Info:  537-0438. 
DGay  Equality  Mississauga  Monthly  Dance. 
Unitarian  Congregation  Hall,  84  South  Ser- 
vice Rd,  8:30  pm.  Info:  453-4426. 
n Niagara-on-the-Lake  Hike  Weekend.  Out 
&  Out,  927-0970. 


SAT/MAY  26 


nCelebr Asian  '84.  Gay  Asian  Toronto's 
fourth  anniversary  party.  Variety  enter- 
tainment (including  a  fashion  show  and  the 
Oriental  Express)  at  8  pm,  dance  at  10  pm. 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre.  Tickets 
at  Glad  Day,  $8  ($7  members).  961-4161. 
D  Demonstration  Against  Bill  C-9. 
1  pm  in  Allen  Gardens  —  come  in  disguise! 
(See  story  p  13.) 
DCanoe  Clinic.  Out  &  Out,  927-0970. 

SUN/MAY  27 

DChulzpah  Monthly  Brunch.  Meeting  at 
Zaidy's  (225  Queen  St  W),  1  pm.  489-4662. 
DAnna  Bolena.  Telecast.  See  Music. 

MON/MAY  28 

D Sheila  Goslick.  The  international  comedy 
lecturer  (see  p  23)  will  take  requests.  One 
night  only.  Theatre  Passe  Muraille,  16  Ryer- 
son  Ave,  363-2416.  9  pm.  $5. 
DGay  Counselling  Centre  of  Toronto 
Annual  Meeting.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre,  7:30  pm.  977-2153. 

TUES/MAY  29 

DWomyn  Out  Of  Doors  (WOODS)  Meeting. 

To  plan  events  for  July  and  August.  New 
and  prospective  members  always  welcome. 
519  Church  St  Community  Centre,  7:30  pm. 
D  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Meeting.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  8  pm. 
DTop  Giris.  See  IheaUe. 

THURS/MAY31 

D  Alive!  in  Concert.  The  all-women  jazz 
band.  Danforth  Musical  Hall,  147  Danforth 
Ave.  Free  childcare.  Sponsored  by  Womynly 
Way.  $10.50  ($9.50  advance).  Info:  925-6568. 

FRI/JUNE  1 

DThe  Micah  Barnes  Trio.  See  Music. 
DSeagram  Super  Party.  See  Music. 


SAT/JUNE  2 


DToronto  Rainbow  Alliance  of  the  Deaf. 

With  almost  two  dozen  members,  TRAD  is 
now  holding  meetings  the  first  Saturday  of 
every  month,  from  i  to  4  pm  at  the  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre. 
DCanoe  Clinic.  Out  &  Out,  927-0970. 


SUN/JUNE  3 


DThe  Art  Show.  See  box  this  page. 
DWomyn  Out  Of  Doors  2nd  Annual  Island 


Day.  Bring  lunch  and  baseball  glove,  and 
meet  at  the  Centre  Island  ferry  dock  (island 
side)  at  11  am.  Look  for  WOODS  banner. 
D"Out  From  Under:  Sober  Dykes  and  Our 
Friends."  Jean  Swallow,  editor  of  this  anth- 
ology on  recovery  from  liquor  and' drug 
abuse,  and  publisher  Sherry  Thomas,  visit 
the  Toronto  Women's  Bookstore  to  discuss 
their  book.  Free.  73  Harbord  St,  2  pm. 
DDay  Hike.  Out  &  Out,  927-0970. 
DGemini  Potluck  Supper.  With  Out  &  Out. 
Call  927-0970  by  Saturday. 
D Lesbian  Mothers  Potluck  Brunch.  Food 
and  friendship,  1-4  pm.  Info:  465-6822. 

M0N/JUNE4 

D  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto  Open  House. 

First  day  of  AIDS  Awareness  Week,  with  cof- 
fee and  conversation  from  4  to  7  pm.  66 
Wellesley  St  E,  second  floor.  926-1626. 
D'AIDS:  An  Update  for  Health 
Personnel."  The  latest  on  epidemiological, 
clinical  and  social  aspects  of  the  syndrome. 
Room  179,  University  College,  King's  Col- 
lege Circle,  U  of  T  8  pm.  Info:  926-1626. 
D Peter  Grimes.  See  note  p  26. 


TUES/JUNE5 


D"The  New  Virus:  What  the  Discovery 
Means."  Speakers  will  include  Norbert  Gil- 
more  (Chair  of  the  National  Advisory  Com- 
mittee on  AIDS),  Nathan  Fain  (health  cor- 
respondent for  The  Advocate)  and  Michael 
Lynch  (Chair  of  the  AIDS  Committee  of 
Toronto).  Jorgensen  Hall  (Auditorium  L72), 
Ryerson  Polytechnical  Institute,  Gould  & 
Victoria.  Info:  926-1626. 

WED/JUNE  6 

D  AIDS  Committee  of  Toronto.  Second 
open  house  —  see  June  4. 
D  Women  Talking  About  AIDS.  With  Mary 
Fanning,  Chair  of  Provincial  Advisory  Com- 
mittee on  AIDS,  and  other  speakers.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  8  pm. 
D  Lesbian  Phone  Line  Meeting.  Prospective 
volunteers  welcome.  348  College  St,  3rd 
floor.  7:30  pm.  960-3249. 
D Lutherans  Concerned  Meeting.  8  pm. 
Info:  David  or  James,  463-7354. 

THURS/JUNE7 

DBosom  Buddy's  Night.  10:30  pm  at 
Buddy's  with  a  draw  for  a  weekend  for  two 
in  New  York.  See  ad  p  10. 
D  "Religion  and  the  Gay  Father's  Family." 
A  meeting  of  Gay  Fathers  of  Toronto.  519 
Church  St  Community  Centre,  8  pm. 
D  "Hemophilia  —  How  II  Concerns  Us 
All."  519  Church  St  Community  Centre,  8 
pm.  Info:  926-1626. 

FRI/JUNE  8 

D  Lesbian  Sexuality  Conference.  Presented 
by  Branching  Out:  Lesbian  Culture  Resource 
Centre,  through  Sunday.  Early  registration 
available  till  May  25  by  writing  Box  141,2 
Bloor  St  W,  M4W  3E2.  Keynote  speaker  will 
be  Susan  G  Cole  on  "Love,  Lust  and  Les- 
bian Politics." 
DCanoe  Weekend.  Out  &  Out,  927-0970. 

SAT/JUNE  9 

D  Anti-Nuke  Rally.  To  demand  a  halt  on  the 
construction  of  the  Darlington  Nuclear  Gen- 
erating Station.  Buses  leave  730  Bathurst  St 
at  1 1  am  for  Oshawa.  A  non-violent  civil 
disobedience  will  also  take  place  on  this  site 


A  DAYFUL  OF  ART: 
SUNDAY  aUNE  3 

Over  two  dozen  artists  and  craftspeople  tiave 
joined  witti  ttie  Lambda  Business  Council  to 
present  a  one-day  art  show,  witti  proceeds  go- 
ing to  ttie  Gay  Community  Appeal.  Among  the 
artists  represented  will  be  Ian  McLeod's 
("Untitled,  "above),  Jim  Shannon 
( '  'Janiculum, ' '  top  right).  Clive  Pyne  (far 
right),  Andy  Fabo  (right),  Lynne  Fernie,  Angle 
Colgoni,  Matt  Gould,  Bart  tJlonk,  Richard 
Plowright,  David  Aldrich,  Tony  Wilson,  Brent 
McDougall,  Doug  h/lorrison,  Eric  Parker,  Henri 
Bonii,  Mlurray  Lowe,  Roger  Wood,  Doug 
Stone,  Paul  Portelli,  and  Wayne  Guilbert. 

The  show  will  be  located  in  a  restored  Vic- 
torian farmhouse  at  483  Broadview  Ave  (three 
blocks  north  of  Gerrard)  —  drop  in  anytime 
from  noon  to  7  pm,  June  3.  Wine  and  beer  will 
be  available  at  a  donation  price. 


on  Monday.  Info:  537-0438. 
DChutzpah  House  Party.  Info:  489-4662. 

TUES/JUNE12 

D  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Meeting.  519 

Church  St  Community  Centre,  8  pm. 

WED/JUNE  13 

DBig  Apple  Bingo.  9:30  pm  at  Boots,  with  a 
chance  to  win  a  trip  for  two  to  New  York 
City.  Special  guest  appearance  by  the 
Oriental  Express.  See  ad  p  49. 
D Biking  Workshop.  Out  &  Out,  927-0970. 

THURS/JUNE14 

DMenswear:  A  Brief  History.  See  Art. 

FRI/JUNE  15 

DToronto  Historical  Goes  Hysterical.  The 

Toronto  Historical  Bowling  Society's  first 

Historical  goes  hysterical!  They're  still  recov- 
ering from  their  last  party  —  see  June  15 
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annual  banquet,  at  the  Palais  Royale  Ball- 
room, 1601  Lakeshore  Blvd  W.  Cocktails  6-7 
pm,  followed  by  dinner  and  awards  presen- 
tations; dance  begins  at  10:30  pm,  with 
entertainment  and  prizes  for  best  historical 
costumes.  Tickets  to  entire  event 
$5 /members,  $I5/guests;  admission  to  dance 
only:  $8.  Tickets  available  from  League 
members  and  certain  bars. 
ONorlhwind  Festival.  Heather  Bishop,  Meg 
Christian  and  Connie  Kaldor  are  some  of  the 
dozens  of  performers  at  this  weekend  folk 
festival  on  the  Toronto  Islands.  531-4621. 
DConfused/Sexual  Views.  See  Cinema. 

SUN/JUNE  17 

DHorseback  Riding.  Out  &  Out,  927-0970. 
DOul  &  Out  Bike  THp.  927-0970. 

Out  from  Under:  Jean  Swallow,  editor  of  tfie 
book  on  lesbians  and  alcotiolism,  see  June  3 


TUES/JUNE19 

D  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Meeting.  519 

Church  St  Community  Centre,  8  pm. 

WED/JUNE  20 

DJAC.  See  Art. 

D Narcissus.  See  Cinema. 

THURS/JUNE21 

D Dressing  Up.  Fashion  show  and  dance 
party  at  Harbourfront.  See  Art. 

FRI/JUNE  22 

DCanoe  Weekend.  Out  &  Out,  927-0970. 

SAT/JUNE  23 

DAII  Night  Long.  The  Gay  Community 
Dance  Committee's  big  summer  event.  Two 
dance  floors,  9  pm  to  5  am.  Proceeds  to  a 


\ 


wide  variety  of  lesbian  and  gay  groups. 
Licensed.  Tickets  $7  advance  at  Glad  Day 
Bookshop,  or  $8  at  door,  or  $5  after  1 :30 
am.  The  Concert  Hall,  888  Yonge  St. 
n "Strawberry  Fields  Forever!"  A  bike  ride 
out  to  a  berry  farm  for  a  harvest.  Out  & 
Out,  927-0970. 

SUN/JUNE  24 

DChutzpah  Brunch.  1  pm,  at  the  Art 
Gallery  of  Ontario's  patio  restaurant,  317 
Dundas  St  W.  Info;  489-4662. 
DParachuting.  With  Out  &  Out's  airborne 
division.  Beginners  welcome.  927-0970. 
DDeath  in  Venice.  Opening  night.  See  p  26. 

TUES/JUNE26 

DDeath  in  Venice.  See  preview  p  26. 
DTanztheatre  Wupperial.  See  Dance. 

THURS/JUNE28 

DCanada  Day  Barbecue.  Out  &  Out's 
annual  summer  biggie,  with  fireworks  to  top 
off  the  evening.  Cost:  $7.  927-0970. 

FRI/JUNE  29 

DCanada  Cup.  Weekend  tournament  hosted 
by  the  Cabbagetown  Group  Softball  League, 
with  feams  expected  from  Vancouver,  the 
States,  and  even  Europe.  Riverdale  Park. 
DOul  &  Out  Canoe  Weekend.  927-0970. 

SUN/JULY  1 

n  Lesbian  and  Cay  Pride  Day  '84.  Plan  to 
celebrate  the  Inicrnaiional  Year  of  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Action,  and  the  15th  anniversary  of 
the  Stonewall  riots,  with  the  clowns,  com- 
edians, dance  bands  and  street  parade  — 
complete  with  floats  entered  by  gay  groups 
and  busines.scs  —  that  will  converge  on 
Cawthra  Park  (next  to  the  519  Church  Si 
Community  Centre).  To  volunteer  or  make  a 
donation,  call  JD  at  461-0620. 
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MONDAYS 


DDefencercise.  Two  hours  of  exercise,  self- 
defence  and  fun,  hosted  by  Toronto  Gay 
Patrol.  Free.  Wear  running  shoes,  loose 
clothing  and  don't  eat  45  minutes  before  ses- 
sion. 519  Church  St,  7:30  pm. 
DOvereaters  Anonymous.  For  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  519  Church  St  Community  Centre, 
7:30  pm. 


TUESDAYS 


DGay  Youth  of  Toronto.  7:30pm.  Info: 
533-2867  (Mon,  Wed,  Fri  from  7-10  pm). 
D  Integrity  (Gay  Anglicans).  Church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  (Eaton  Centre).  7:30  pm. 
593-6217. 


WEDNESDAYS 


D Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Mid- 
week services.  730  Bathurst  St.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  7:30pm. 

DToronto  Addicted  Women's  Seif-Help  Net- 
work. Self-help  group  for  women  addicted  to 
alcohol  and  other  drugs.  Central  Neighbour- 
hood House.  349  Ontario  St,  7  pm.  Info: 
961-7319. 


THURSDAYS 


D  Married  Lesbians.  Support  discussion 
group  sponsored  by  Spouses  of  Gays.  1 :30 
pm,  206  St  Clair  Ave  W.  967-0597. 
DTAG  Coming  Out  Group.  Meets  in  private 
home.  Supportive  atmosphere  for  people 
coming  to  terms  with  their  sexuality.  8  pm. 
Info:  964-6600. 


WEEKENDS 


SUNDAYS 

D  Dignity/Toronto.  Gay  Catholics  and 
friends.  Mass  or  worship  followed  by  discus- 
sion. Lynch  Hall,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
Church  (Sherbourne  St,  south  of  Bloor),  4 
pm.  Wheelchair-accessible.  960-3997. 
D Metropolitan  Community  Church.  Wor- 
ship at  1 1  am  and  7:30  pm;  singspiration  15 
minutes  before  each  service.  Sunday  school 
provided  for  1 1  am  service.  Wheelchair  acces- 
sible; services  on  first  Sun  of  each  month 
signed  for  the  deaf.  730  Bathurst. 
DChristos  Metropolitan  Community 
Church.  Worship  service  at  7  pm,  St  Luke's 
United  Church  (Sherbourne  &  Carlton,  in 
chapel  off  Carlton)  with  fellowship  hour. 
489-4293  (days)  or  248-1733  (evenings). 
D  Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Gay  and  lesbian 
group,  open  to  all.  3  pm.  730  Bathurst  St 
(MCC). 


PHONELINES 


D  Alcoholics  Anonymous 964-3962 

Lesbian  and  gay  groups. 

DGaycare  Toronto 243-5494 

Seven  days  a  week,  7-11  pm. 

D  Lesbian  Phoneline 960-3249 

Tues7:30-10:30pm. 
DGayCommunityCalendar. . .  .923-GAYS 

DGayCourlwatch 362-6928 

DGay  Fathersof  Toronto 364-4164 

Mon-Fri,  7-10  pm. 

DGay  Youth  of  Toronto 533-2867 

Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  7-10  pm. 

D  North  American 

Thinsvestite-Tiranssexual 

Contact Service(Seattle). .  (206)624-8266 

[  ]  Spouses  of  Gays  967-0597 

Wed  and  Thurs  6:30-8:30  pm. 

r^TorontoAreaGays(TAG) 964-6600 

Mon-Fri  7-10  pm. 

Counselling,  info. 

r  ^Bisexualslnternational.   .(215)425-3894 

(Philadelphia). 

CIRPA  960-6318 

Citizens'  Independent  Review  of  Police 
Activities  24-hour  confidential  hotline. 
Trouble  with  ihe  police?  Call  us  first! 
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METROPOLITAN 

COMMUNITY 

CHURCH 

730  Bath urst  Street 

Toronto  Ontario 

M5S2R4 

(416)536-2848 
Rev  Brent  Hawkes,  B  Sc,  B  Ed,  Pastor 

An  Ecumenical  Christian  Church  for  all  people 
with  a  special  ministry  to  the  Cay  community 


What  we  believe 

FAITH 

Now  faith  is  the  assurance  of 

things  hoped  for,  the 

conviction  of  things  not 

seen... For  whoever  would 

draw  near  to  God  must  believe 

that  Cod  ex/stS. ...  HEBREWS  n:1,6 

HOPE 

...a  spirit  of  wisdom  and  of 

revelation  in  the  knowledge  of 

Cod,  having  the  eyes  of  your 

hearts  enlightened,  that  you 

may  know  what  is  the  hope  to 

which  Cod  has  called 

you....  EPHESIANS  1:1718 

LOVE 

Love  is  patient  and 

kind... rejoices  in  the 

right... bears  all  things,  believes 

all  things,  hopes  all  things, 
endures  all  things... never  ends. 

1  CORINTHIANS  13:4,  6-8 

So  faith,  hope,  love  abide, 
these  three;  but  the  greatest  of 
these  is  love.     i  corinthians  i3:13 


Weekly 
Worship  Services 

Wednesday 

at  7:30  pm 

Sunday 

at  11:00  am  &  7:30  pm 

With  Singspiration  15  minutes  t)etofe  services 

Sunday  School  is  provided 
every  Sunday  am  service 

Ampltficalion  iot  the  hearing  impaired 

Wheelchair  accessibilily 

On  the  first  and  last  Sunday  of  each  month 
txith  worship  services  will  be  signed  for  the  deaf 

Instrumental  Ensemble* 

Tuesday  at  6:30  pm 

Choir* 

Thursday  at  7:00  pm 


'Church  membership  is  not 

required  for  participation  in 

these  groups. 


Unisex  Hair  Design 

HAIR 
GALAXY 

466-7881 


1246  Gerrard  St  East  Toronto 
Complete  Hair  Care 


Come  discover 

our  "new" 

spring  &  summer 

menu 


Enjoy 

our  superb  homemade 

pastas,  pizzas,  sandwiches, 

soups,  salads,  daily  specials 

and  much  more! 


$1.00  off 

ani;  principal  dish 

with  this  ad 


Reservations 
960-5011 


Douglas  Bowler 


102Yorkvllle 
Toronto 


Licensed 
Major  cards 


Caffe  Borgia 


SOCIAL7POI.ITICAL  ACTION 

continued  from  page  25 

DLesbian  and  Gay  Academic  Society,  c/o  SAC.  12  Hart  Mouse  Cir- 
cle. U  ol  T,  M5S  1A1   921-5317  (Conrad)  or  924-6474 
(Alexandra) 

DLesbian  and  Gay  History  Group  of  Toronto  Box  639.  Stn  A. 
M5W  1G2  961-7338, 

niesblan  and  Gay  Pride  Day  Committee.  Box  793.  Stn  0, 
M4T  2N7  Organizes  end  ot  June  celebration 
□Lesbian  Incest  Survivors  Support  Group.  Into  964-7477  (Rape 
Crisis  Centre) 

□Lesbian  Mothers'  (tofence  Fund.  Box  38.  Stn  E.  M6H  4E1 
465-6822, 

□Lesbian  Speakers  Bureau.  Box  6597.  Stn  A.  MSW  1X4,  Info: 
Mictielle  at  789-4541  or  Debbie  at  964-7477  Speakers  lor  mytti- 
sfiattering  seminars  and  worksfiops  about  lesbians 
□Lesbians  Against  ttie  Right.  Box  6579,  Stn  A.  MSW  1X4 
Lesbian-feminist  political  action  group, 
□Metamorphosis.  Box  5963,  Stn  A.  MSW  1P4  Transsexual  coun- 
selling and  services, 

□New  Democratic  Party  Gay  and  Lesbian  Caucus.  Box  792,  Stn  F. 
M4Y  2N7  964-1049 

□New  Dlmentk)ns.  Social  group  for  woinen,  meets  approximately 
every  third  week  Into:  Gayle,  683-8691 
□The  New  Vole*,  c/o  519  Church  SI.  M4Y  2C9.  Lesbian/gay 
choir, 

□Osgooda  Gay/Lesbian  Caucus,  York  University.  4700  Keele  St. 
Downsview,  M3J  2R5,  532-2443  (Peter)  or  463-4721  (Shelley) 
□Parents  and  Friends  ot  Lesbians  and  Gays  Toronto.  52  Roxaline 
St.  Weston  ON  M9T  2Y9  Info  Pauline  Martin  at  244-2105. 
□Parents  o(  (Says  Misslssauga.  c/o  Anne  Rutledge.  3323  Kings 
Mastings  Ores,  Misslssauga  L5L  1G5,  820-5130 
□Right  to  Privacy  Committee  (RTPC^  730  Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4 
Defence  committee  for  gays  arrested  under  bawdyhouse  laws. 
Cheques  or  charges  pyable  to:  Harriet  Sachs  In  trust  for  RTPC,  Info: 
961-8046  or  362-2877,  Also  runs  Courtwatch  (362-6928) 
□Spouses  ol  Gays,  c/o  Caryn  Miller,  260  Carlton  SI,  MSA  2L3, 
Phoneline:  967-0597  Wed.  Thurs 6:30-8:30  pm. 
□Toronto  Gay  Patrol.  Self-governing  group  of  lesbians  and  gay  men 
patrolling  downtown  core  ot  city  c/o  29  Grenville  St.  Apt  2, 
M4Y  1A1,  Info:  Gary  Akenhead,  921-7839, 
□Toronto  Rainbow  Alliance  of  the  Deaf.  Box  671 .  Sin  F.  M4Y  2N6 
□WHY?  (We  Help  You).  Non-profit  para-professional  support  group 
lor  transsexuals  26-325  Jarvis  St.  MSB  2C2,  967-3405. 


HEALTH  & 


□AIDS  Committee  ol  Toronto,  Box  55,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2L4  926-1626 
(Mon-Fri,  9  am-5  pm).  Educates  public  about  the  syndrome, 
especially  AIDS-affected  communities,  and  provides  support  services 
to  people  with  AIDS 

□Alcoholics  Anonymous.  Lesbian/gay  fellowships.  964-3962. 
□Gaycare  Toronto,  c/o  Christos  MCC.  Box  1 193.  Stn  F,  M4Y  2T8 
243-5494,  7-11  pm  seven  days  a  week.  Free  face-to-face  drop-in 
counselling  service  in  the  downtown  area.  Group  sessions, 
□Gay  CounselHng  Centre  of  Toronto,  105  Carilon  St.  4th  floor. 
MSB  1M2,  977-2153  Tues.  Wed. Thurs,  6:30-9:30  pm.  Professional 
counselling  for  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Call  for  appi  or  drop  in, 
□Gay  Fathers  ol  Toronto.  Phoneline:  364-4164,  7-lOpm,  Mon-Fri 
□Gay  Men's  Discussion  Groups,  Sponsored  by  U  of  T  Sex  Ed  Centre 
978-3977 

□Hassle-Free  Clinic  -  Men.  556  Church  St,  2nd  floor,  M4Y  2E3 
922-0603  VD  info,  testing  and  treatment.  Hours:  Mon,  Wed.  4-9 
pm;  Tues.  Thurs,  10  am-3  pm,  Fri.  4-7  pm;  Sat.  10  am-2  pm,  Bath 
clinics  every  Wed  evening  at  The  Club  and  Roman's, 
□Usbian  Phoneline.  Box  70,  Stn  F.  M4Y  2L4  960-3249  Tues 
7  30-10.30  pm.  Recorded  message  other  times.  Speakers  available, 
□Sex  Ed  Centre,  c/o  U  of  T  Office  of  Admissions,  315  Bloor  St  W, 
Room  107,  M5S  1A3  Devonshire  and  Bloor  Sts.  behind  Admissions 
BIdg,  978-3977  Sex  counselling  for  U  of  Tcampus,  Gay  counsellors 
every  Tues.  10am-9pm, 

□Toronto  Area  Gays,  Box  6706  Sin  A.  MSW  1X5  964-6600  Free 
peer  counselling  and  Info  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  Mon-Fri:  7 
pm-IOpm 

□Tri-Aid  Charitable  Foundation.  8  ln«in  Ave,  M4Y  1 K9  Gay  youth, 
streelwork.  parkwatch.  public  education,  agency  consultations, 

PROFESSIONAL 

I  lAssociationof  Gay  Social  Workers,  c/o  906-55  Isabella  St. 

M4Y  1M8  Social  work  students  also  welcome, 
1  iGays  in  Health  Care,  Box  7086,  StnA,  MSW  1X7  920-1882 
Gay  men  and  lesbians  working  and  training  in  tiealth-care  delivery 
and  research 

^Toronto  Lambda  Business  Council,  Box  513,  Adelaide  SI  Stn. 
M5C  2J6  Non-prolit  guild  with  over  70  members;  publishes  direc- 
tory twice  a  year 


RELIGIOUS 


rjChristos  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  1 193.  Stn  F, 
M4Y2T8  968-7423  Christian  church  with  special  outreach  to  gay 
community,  working  in  association  with  Gaycare  Toronto 

iChutzpah.  See  Social/political  action  listings, 

Dignity/Toronto.  Box  249,  Stn  E,  M6H  4E2  960-3997.  Group  for' 
gay  and  lesbian  Catholics  and  friends 
:  ilntegrity/Toronto,  Box  873,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2N9  Pastoral  ministry 
lot  gay  and  lesbian  Anglicans  and  friends.  593-62 1 7  Chaplains 
available  for  pastoral  counselling  through  this  number 
I  'Lutherans  Concerned,  c/o  Edward  Schlauch,  980  Broadview 
Ave,  Apt  2309,  M4K  3Y1   463-7354  (David  or  James)  Support 
and  fellowship  for  gay  and  lesbian  Lutherans  and  Iheir  friends, 
\  iMetropolitan  CommunItT  Church,  730  Bathurst  St,  U5S  2R4 
536-2848  Christian  church  with  special  ministry  to  gay 
community 

□The  Sacred  Triangle,  72  Ivy  Ave.  M4L  2H7  463-9688,  Lesbian 
and  gay  occultists  and  spiritualists 
□Seventh-Day  Adventists  Kinship  International.  For  past  and 
present  gay  and  lesbian  Adventists,  c/o  Jeremy  Young.  Box  408. 
StnC,  M6J  3P5 

I  :Spirit,  730  Bathurst  St,  M5S2R4  248-1733or  482-1817  Sup- 
port group  for  gay  and  lesbian  Salvationists  and  friends 
r  Toronto  Organization  ot  Unhed  Church  Homosexuals.  Box  626. 
SInO,  M4T  1L0 

NUN  OF  THE  ABOVE 

The  Sisters  ol  Perpetual  Indulgence.  Drawer  OPI.  c/oBox  7289. 

StnA   MSW  1X9 


GCabbagetown  Group  Softball  League.  Box  1113.  Stn  F 

M4Y2T8. 

□Judy  Garland  Memorial  Bowling  League.  Info:  bulletin  boards  in 

bars,  or  write  c/oTSA  (below)  Sept- May  season;  also  summer 

league 

□Not-so  Amazon  Softball  League.  All-lesbian  recreation  league 

forming  this  spring.  Info:  967-7440  or  466-9341 

□Out  and  Out  Club,  Box  331 ,  Stn  F ,  M4Y  2L7  9270970  Outdoor 

activities  tor  gay  people.  Include  phone  number 

□Pool  Bar  League,  info  at  most  bars,  or  write  c/o  TSA 

□Riverdale  Curling  League.  Write  c/o  TSA 

□Riverdale  Volleyball  League.  Sept-April  season.  Info  at  Crow  Bar. 

Buddy's  and  Albany  Tavern,  or  write  c/o  TSA. 

□Rotators  Curling  League.  Write  c/o  TSA. 

□Salukls.  All-lesbian  Softball  team  Box  6597,  StnA,  MSW  1X4 

964-7477 

□Toronto  Historical  Bowling  Society.  Write  100-2  Bloor  St  W. 

M4W  3E2,  or  check  bulletin  boattem Bars  Also  summer  league. 

□Toronto  Sports  Alliance  (TSA).  Box  1113,  Stn  F,  M4Y  2T8 

□Womyn  Out  Doors  (WOODS).  Wbmen-identified  women  sharing 

outdoor  skills  and  experiences.  Outings,  workshops  and  trips.  Box 

462.  Stn  P.  M5S  2S9. 

PUBLICATIONS 
&  INFORMATION 

□Action!  Irregular  publication  of  Right  to  Privacy  Committee.  730 
Bathurst  St.  M5S  2R4  924-4523, 
□Bisexuals  International  (Pbitidelphia).  (215)  425-3894 
□The  Body  Polillc.  Box  7289.  Stn  A,  MSW  1X9  364-6320, 
National  lesbian  and  gay  monthly, 

□Canadian  Gay  Archives.  Box  639,  StnA.  MSW  1G2.  364-2759. 
□Gay  Community  Calendar.  Call  923-GAYS  (923-4297)  Box  8, 
Adelaide  St  Stn,  M5C  2H8  24  hour  recorded  message  of  weekly 
events.  To  gel  info  listed  call  656-0372  between  7-10  pm  Mondays 
□Gayllne  West.  453-GGCO  Community  Info  for  Misslssauga  and 
parts  west  of  Metro 

□Glad  Day  Bookshop.  648A  Yonge  SI,  2nd  floor.  M5Y  2A6 
961-4161,  Mon  10-8;  Tue-V*d  10-6;  Thurs-Fri  10-9:  Sat  10-6 
□Grapevine,  Box  38.  Stn  E,  M6H  4E1 ,  Lesbian  Mothers'  Defence 
Fund  newsletter.  2-3  Issues/year. 
□Lesbian  Archives.  Box  928.  Stn  Q.  M4T  2P1 
□Lesbian/Lesbienne.  National  newsletter  367-0589  (Kerry) 
□Metamorphosis.  Box  5963,  Stn  A,  M5W  1P4  Newsletter  for 
transsexuals, 

□North  American  Transvestlte-Transsexual  Contact  Senrice 
(Seattle).  '250  Canadian  members  "  (206)  624-8266  (24  hrs) 
□Rites.  Magazine  lor  lesbian  and  gay  liberation.  Box  65,  Sin  F. 
M4Y  2L4, 

□Sound  Women,  c/o  Ryerson  Women's  Centre,  SURPI.  380  Vic- 
toria St,  MSB  1W7  Ryerson  women's  radio  show  collective,  Les- 
bian and  feminist  music,  interviews  and  announcements  Sundays 
at  noon,  CKLN-FM88,1,  To  place  announcements,  call  598-9838. 
□Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  73  Harbord  St.  M5S  1G4. 
922-8744 

□The  Web.  821-1416,  Free  monthly  newsletter  of  women's 
events.  Available  al  SCM  Bookstore.  519  Church  St  Community 
Centre.  Cameo.  Together.  Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre,  or  MCC 


WOMEN'S 


The  following  is  a  select  list  ol  women 's  services  in  Toronto  ol  par- 
ticular inleresi  to  lesbians. 

□Broadside.  Box  494,  Stn  P.  M5S  2T1   598-3513,  Monthly  fem- 
inist newspaper.  Substantial  contributions  by  lesbians 
□Constance  Hamilton  Housing  Co-op,  For  women  only  523  Melila 
Cres.  M6G  3X9,  532-8860 

□Firewood,  Box  279,  Stn  B,  M5T  2W2  977-8681   Feminist  quar- 
terly of  politics  and  the  arts 

□Hassle-Free  Clinic  —  IWomen.  556  Church  St,  second  floor, 
M4Y  2E3  922-0566,  Free  medical  clinic.  Birth  control  and  gyne- 
cological inio  VD  and  pregnancy  testing,  abortion  counselling  and 
referrals  Hours:  Mon,  Wed,  Fri,  10  am-3  pm,  Tues,  Thur,  4  pm- 
9  pm.  Call  ahead, 

□International  Women's  Day  Committee,  Box  70,  Sin  F,  M4y  2L4 
789-454 1   Independent  socialist  feminist  organization 
[DJassie's  Centre  for  Teenage  Women,  154  Bathurst  St,  M5V  2R3 
365  1888  Multi-service  agency  Lesbian-positive, 
□Macphail  House,  389  Church  SI,  MSB  2A1  977-1037,  Long- 
term  YWCA  residence  lor  women  16-25  Shared  co-op  apartments 
□Nellie's  Hostel  lor  Women,  275A  Broadview  Ave,  M4M  2G8 
461-1084  Temporary  hostel  lor  women  16andover,  including 
mothers  with  children, 

□Stop  86,  86  Madison  Ave,  MSfl  2S4  922-3271,  Crisis  housing 
and  social  service  centre  for  women  under  25, 
□Times  Change  Women's  Employment  Centre.  22  Davisville  Ave, 
M4S  1E8  487-2807  9-5  Mon-Thurs,  9-2  Fri,  Employment  coun- 
selling, job  search  and  career  planning  workshops 
□Toronto  Addicted  Women's  Self-Help  Network,  Suite  202,  Box 
2213,  SInP,  M5S2T2  Phoneline:  961-7319  Self-help  group  lor 
women  addicted  to  alcohol  and  olher  drugs  Weekly  meetings 
□Toronto  Area  Caucus  of  Women  and  the  Law.  Box  231 ,  Stn  B, 
M5T  2T2 

□Toronto  Differently  Abled  Women's  Accessibility  Committee 
929-9327  (weekday  mornings) 

□Toronto  Rape  Crisis  Centre,  Box  6597,  StnA,  MSW  1X4.  Crisis 
line  964-8080  Business  line:  964-7477  Info,  self-defence 
courses, 

□Toronto  Women's  Housing  Co-op,  Coming  soon  Info  921-4755 
nil  ol  T  Women's  Newsmagazine,  For  feminists  on  and  off  cam- 
pus 44  St  George  SI,  2nd  fir,  M5S  2E4  Info:  Brenda  534-4021 , 
□Women  in  Trades,  c/o  Times  Change.  22  Davisville  SI, 
M4S  1E8  534-1161 

[  IWomen's  Counselling,  Referral  and  Education  Centre,  348  Col 
legeSI,  M5T  1S4  924-0766  Therapy,  counselling,  into 
□Women's  Independent  Thoughtz  (WITZ),  Group  for  exchange  of 
ideas  and  creative  endeavours  768-9496  or  536-3162 
□Women's  Media  Alliance,  c/o  940  Oueen  SI  E,M4M  1J7  Phyllis 
Waugh, 466-8840 

:  IWomen's  Resource  Centre,  OISE.  252  Bloor  St  W.  M5S  1V6 
923-6641.  Ext  244  Books,  periodicals,  audio  &  video  tapes 
r  'Womensports,  Women's  sports  store  561  Mt  Pleasant  Rd  (s  of 
Eglinlon)  481-2531 

[  IWomynly  Way  Productions.  427  Bloor  SI  W.  M5S  1X7 
925-6568  Company  bringing  concerts,  dance  and  theatrical  per- 
formances to  the  city 
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^^^^^^^^^ay  hello  to  Zuzu, 
^^^■^^^  the  most  famous 
faggot  in  one  of  the  world's  oldest  cities. 
He  is  an  attractive  middle-aged  man  who 
drinks  too  much.  Dressed  in  scarf,  billow- 
ing shirt  unbuttoned  to  the  navel  and  tight 
pants,  Zuzu  takes  to  the  streets  at  night  in 
search  of  the  willing  men  he  knows  are 
there.  He  hangs  out  in  the  fashionable  Abu 
Rumaneh  quarter  of  Damascus,  where  the 
more  Westernized,  wealthier  men  are  less 
Hkely  to  beat  him  up.  There,  he  cruises 
sidewalk  cafes  and  shouts  imprecations  to 
passing  cars  in  a  slurred  bleat  of  a  voice. 
Cars  full  of  teen-aged  boys  pull  up .  The  ex- 
hilaration of  the  hunt,  and  condescension 
of  conquest,  are  evident  in  Zuzu's  height- 
ened theatricality  and  the  car  occupants' 
shrill  laughter.  But  the  cars  move  on.  Zuzu 
spies  a  passerby.  Mincing  across  four  lanes 
of  traffic,  he  shakes  the  man's  hand  and  in- 
stinctively gropes  him.  The  man  looks  em- 
barrassed but  doesn't  resist.  Another  car 
full  of  men  comes  along,  the  two  of  them 
get  in.  Zuzu  has  connected. 

The  man  called  Zuzu  is  the  lone  exposed 
tip  of  Syria's  gay  iceberg.  He  is  afloat  in 
very  deep  waters  indeed.  His  public  flaunt- 
ing of  common  but  carefully  hidden  be- 
haviour is  as  close  to  a  political  statement 
as  Syrian  gays  get.  Men,  including  gay 
men,  despise  and  ridicule  this  pioneer,  per- 
haps never  more  vehemently  than  when 
they  are  using  him.  They  also  respect  him. 
Zuzu's  bravery  is  a  grand  gesture  Syrians 
cannot  help  but  admire.  His  camp  and  cos- 
tume are  refractions  of  the  femininity  la- 
tent in  £ill  men  (and  in  Syria,  where  men  are 
unusually  soft,  open  effeminacy  cuts  close 
to  the  bone).  But  what  really  dumfounds 


Syrians  is  Zuzu's  gleeful  passivity.  In  a  so- 
ciety where  only  men  fuck  and  only  women 
get  fucked,  he  is  a  man  who  gets  fucked  and 
likes  it.  This  unthinkable  confession  of  ab- 
normality makes  Zuzu  a  modern-day  sha- 
man. He  acts  out,  thus  exorcizes,  the  sex- 
ual ambiguities  inherent  in  the  condition  of 
being  a  Syrian  man. 

Like  all  men  in  Syria,  Zuzu  was  born  into 
a  society  in  which  birth  is  still  destiny,  and 
one's  sex  at  birth  even  more  so.  Conven- 
tional wisdom  holds  that  a  man,  just  by  vir- 
tue of  being  male,  is  stronger,  calmer, 
bolder,  wiser,  smarter  —  in  short,  just 
plain  better  —  than  a  woman.  This  convic- 
tion defines  the  family,  which  remains 
Syria's  strongest  institution  despite  (or 
perhaps  because  oO  the  ravages  of  rapid 
modernization.  It  is  in  the  family  that  the 
primordial  responsibility  of  the '  'bearer  of 
seed"  is  first  exaggerated  out  of  all  propor- 
tion .  The  male  alone  is  active;  \\t  gives.  The 
female  alone  is  passive;  she  receives.  The 
possession  of  a  penis  or  a  vagina  is  a  tauto- 
logy. 

Growing  up  male  is  full  of  contradic- 
tions. On  the  one  hand,  it  entails  marvel- 
ous perks  that  mislead  the  boy  into  think- 
ing that  the  world  is  his  oyster.  The  Syrian 
boychild  is  coddled  and  stroked,  humour- 
ed and  even  fed  more  than  his  sisters.  He  is 
constantly  the  centre  of  attention,  and 
learns  to  take  centrestage  for  granted. 
There,  the  earnest  little  actor  is  drilled  by 
everyone  from  parents  to  the  corner  vege- 
table merchant  in  the  litanies  and  rituals  of 
manhood.  By  the  time  he  enters  school,  his 
instruction  in  gender  privilege  has  made 
him  a  wiUing  initiate  in  the  mystical  frater- 
nity of  his  sex.  And  in  the  Syrian  schools, 


In  a  country  where 
boys  grow  up  groomed 
for  the  glories  of  male 
privilege,  where  men 
are  sensual  and  publicly 
affectionate  —  and 
where  the  punishment 
for  homosexuality  is 
death  —  what  happens 
to  the  ones  who 
grow  up  gay? 


Gary  B  MacDonald  on 
the  lives  of  gay  men 
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strict  separation  of  boys  and  girls  only  en- 
courages the  male-bonding  for  which 
groundwork  has  been  laid  down  in  the 
home. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  boy  quickly  dis- 
covers that  gender  privilege  is  no  defence 
against  the  wider  world  for  which  he  is  be- 
ing prepared .  Syria  is  a  police  state  in  which 
such  consensus  as  exists  is  achieved 
through  a  gun  barrel.  Damascus  itself 
looks  and  feels  hke  an  armed  camp.  Life  is 
expensive,  inefficient  and  quixotically  vio- 
lent. Constant  political  turmoil  requires  a 
standing  army  in  which  young  men  are  ob- 
ligated to  serve  (and  in  whose  ranks  they 
frequently  die).  Opportunities  for  upward 
mobility  are  so  limited  as  to  be  virtually 
non-existent.  Except  in  engineering  or 
medicine,  even  a  university  degree  guaran- 
tees no  more  than  a  life  of  menial  office  la- 
bour or  worse. 

In  short,  the  freedom  of  privilege  for 
which  a  man's  youth  supposedly  destined 
him  turns  out  to  have  a  flip-side.  He  grew 
up  expecting  to  live  a  leitmotif  from 
Rossini,  when  in  fact  the  conditions  of  his 
life  are  more  nearly  Wagnerian. 

in  this  tightly  controlled  social  context, 
where  loneliness  and  ennui  are  common 
symptoms  of  the  malaise,  Zuzu  is  bound  to 
make  a  mockery  of  "the  way  things  are." 
He  defies  the  unnatural  insularity  of  Syrian 
mores  by  reminding  his  peers  that  human 
nature  is  by  definition  richly  complex.  His 
antics  also  subvert  the  notion  that  Syrian 
men  are  always  in  charge;  always,  so  to 
speak,  on  top.  "Oh  yeah?"  Zuzu's  sly 
wink  insinuates.  "Prove  it!" 

But  Zuzu  drinks,  as  many  do,  because  he 
is  so  terribly  alone.  His  gay  brothers  (and 
sisters)  are  in  hiding,  barricaded  behind  a 
wall  of  secrecy  that  would  withstand  a  nu- 
clear blast.  Fear  ofdisclosure  is  profound, 
and  necessary,  in  a  state  that  punishes  ho- 
mosexual acts  with  death  (the  statute  is  said 
to  be  rarely  enforced,  although  one  hears 
stories  to  the  contrary).  But  even  the  death 
penalty  is  less  feared  than  disclosure  before 
one's  family  and  friends.  Gays  tremble 
merely  to  imagine  the  ostracism  that  would 
result  from  this  most  important  act  of  com- 
ing out .  Compared  to  it ,  self-imposed  exile 
is  trivial. 


People  carrying  on  in  private,  however, 
rarely  meet  others  doing  the  same.  Syrian 
gays  don't  know  one  another.  There  are  no 
exclusively  gay  bars,  discos  or  restaurants, 
nor  even  establishments  where  gays  are 
known  to  congregate.  There  are,  rather, 
Uttle  gay  cells  composed  of  five  to  ten  indi- 
viduals, usually  long-time  friends.  They 
see  each  other  daily  or  from  time  to  time  as 
a  group  in  a  member's  home.  One  cell  may 
occasionally  encounter  another,  or  one  of 
its  members  may  have  an  affair  with  the 
member  of  another  cell,  and  so,  slowly  and 
cautiously,  the  gay  social  organism  grows. 
But  it  always  grows  by  chance,  never  delib- 
erately. And  even  when  new  lines  of  com- 
munication are  established,  little  effort 
goes  into  maintaining  them.  That  would  be 
dangerous  because  any  kind  of  grouping 
increases  the  risk  of  exposure.  Thus,  some- 
thing like  the  following  is  a  constant  la- 
ment: "Whatever  happened  to  those  boys 
down  in  Kasa'a  (the  Christian  quarter  of 
Damascus)?  I  heard  they  moved  to  Beirut, 
but  I  don't  know.  I  never  see  them  any- 
more." 


lone, 
lonely 

and  perpetually  on  the  prowl,  the  Syrian 
gay  casts  himself  adrift  in  his  natural  habi- 
tat: the  street.  There  he  finds  a  veritable 
ocean  of  dark,  lithe,  well-hung  men.  Any 
night  of  the  week  they  can  be  found  in  pro- 
fusion, crowding  lane  and  boulevard  to 
take  the  evening  air.  Among  them,  gays 
search  for  the  one,  true  lover  of  their  lives. 
But  if  Mr  Right  cannot  be  found,  then 
there  are  hundreds  of  Mr  Mashilhals  (Ara- 
bic for  not  so  bad)  whose  bodies  assuage 
the  disappointment. 

Syrian  men  are  very  available.  The 
meaning  of  the  word  "straight"  has  been 
bent  in  practice  to  mean:  he  always  likes 
women  but  he  often  prefers  men. 


^-^Z 
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Consider  the  traffic  in  taxi  drivers,  for 
example.  Gay  friends  of  mine  invest  in  ex- 
pensive cab  rides  the  way  others  sink  mon- 
ey into  bonds.  The  return  is  excellent,  and 
usually  guaranteed.  Conversations  be- 
tween chauffeur  and  gay  passenger  quickly 
establish  the  former's  marital  status.  If  he 
is  single,  he  is  shamelessly  asked,  "Well, 
then,  who  yanks  it  for  you?"  "Just  me." 
Laughter  all  around.  "That's  a  shame.  It's 
better  to  have  company."  "Yes,  but,  you 
know,  company  is  hard  to  find."  "No,  it's 
not.  I'll  do  it  for  you."  More  often  than 
not,  the  driver  agrees.  A  friend,  ill  with  a 
high  fever,  was  once  being  sped  to  a  hospi- 
tal when  he  noticed  that  his  driver  was  cute. 
Physician  and  malady  were  quickly  forgot- 
ten, they  adjourned  to  my  friend's  apart- 
ment and  made  Hterally  feverish  love.  "He 
was  the  best  I  ever  had,"  grinned  the  pati- 
ent, who  recovered,  "but  I  never  saw  him 
again."  Another  time,  a  different  driver 
and  fare  were  caught  in  flagrante  delicto  on 
the  outskirts  of  Damascus.  Rather  than 
turn  them  in,  however,  the  two  young  po- 
licemen turned  them  over  and  exacted  their 
own,  more  satisfying  punishment.  One  of 
its  victims  later  confided,  "It  was  heaven. 
That  cop  was  this  long." 

Taxi  lore  is  a  colourful  mainstay  of  gay 
gossip.  Other  varieties  of  anonymous  sex 
are  more  pedestrian.  The  usual  pair  or  trio 
of  gays  afoot  and  at  work  is  easily  distract- 
ed, and  has  developed  its  own  language  to 
compare  distractions.  Chattering  away  in 
Arabic,  they  will  suddenly  spy  a  "scene" 
(handsome  man)  who  noticeably  possesses 
a  "true"  (large  cock)  and  indisputably  is 
someone  "TDF"  (To  Die  For).  On  the 
other  hand,  if  during  discussions  a  "sha- 
bo"  (untrustworthy  person,  possibly  se- 
cret police)  should  intervene,  then  it  is  ad- 
visable to  "wa-wa"  (change  the  subject). 
No  one  within  earshot  understands  a  word, 
not  even  other  gays,  who  may  have  their 
own  vocabularies. 

Street  cruising  action  is  all  in  the  eyes, 
and  since  Syrians  have  no  qualms  about  di- 
rect eye  contact ,  it  is  all  the  more  thrilling  to 
try  to  tell  the  difference  between  an  invita- 
tion and  the  more  typical  curious  stare. 
The  hunt  is  made  even  more  ambiguous  by 
the  lack  of  fashion  markers  of  gay  identity 
now  prevalent  in  the  West;  in  Damascus, 
everyone  dresses,  looks  and  acts  pretty 
much  the  same.  So  a  come-on,  when  de- 
tected, can  be  scandalously  long,  limpid 
and  languorous;  eyes  lock  for  whole  min- 
utes and  never  even  stray  to  the  crotch. 
Once  contracted,  however,  liaisons  are 
rarely  consummated  in  public.  There  are 
interesting  stories  to  the  contrary,  like  the 
one  about  an  Eastern  diplomat  who  used  to 
go  into  a  stall  in  a  public  toilet  (called  "em- 
bassies' '  by  gays),  lower  his  trousers,  bend 
over  and  lose  count  of  how  many  times  he 
would  be  fucked  —  often  with  surprising 
finesse,  considering  the  surroundings  — 
before  he  simply  got  tired  and  had  to  sit 
down.  But  for  the  most  part,  innate  Arab 
modesty  dictates  a  more  private  quickie  at 
home,  at  someone  else's  home  or  in  one  of 
a  few  safe,  semi-public  places  such  as  a 
Turkish  bath,  or  hammam. 

It  was  in  just  such  a  steamy  locale  that 
months  of  frustrated  searching  led  me  (by 
chance,  of  course)  to  meet  my  first  Syrian 
gays.  There  were  three  of  them  reljixing  in 
towels  after  a  bath,  and  they  were  carrying 
on  in  a  manner  that  could  only  mean  one 
thing.  Figuring  I  had  everything  to  gain,  I 
sat  next  to  them  and  demanded  indelicate- 
ly, "Are  you  gay?" 

"Of  course,  honey,"  one  of  them,  Ad- 
nan,  replied.  Thereupon  the  adventure 
began. 

(All  names  have  been  changed.  Syrians 
employed  in  the  oppression  of  their  own 
people  who  read  this  article  looking  for 
clues  will  be  pleased  to  know,  I'm  sure,  that 
the  names  I've  used  thoughout  in  no  in- 
stance match  those  of  any  of  my  Syrian 
friends,  gay  or  straight.) 


Adnanquicklybecamea  friend.  Though 
in  many  ways  atypical  of  his  gay  peers,  he 
provided  strong  first  hints  of  what  to  ex- 
pect. He  was  23,  unemployed  and  living  at 
home  with  his  parents  and  three  younger 
brothers  (one  of  whom  was  also  gay).  He 
had  not  finished  high  school  because  his 
father  wanted  him  to  work  in  the  family 
business,  but  he  disliked  that  business  and 
was  waiting  for  an  uncle  to  arrange  a  job 
for  him  in  Saudi  Arabia  ("where  the  boys 
are").  He  had  learned  his  good,  idiomatic 
English  by  listening  to  the  BBC  and  disco 
music.  Adnan  shared  with  most  gays  a 
weakness  for  foreigners,  and  spent  a  lot  of 
time  at  a  local  luxury  hotel  with  Lufthansa 
stewards  when  they  were  in  town.  Other- 
wise he  tricked  often,  and  "my  gay  friends 
and  I  have  had  sex  I  don't  know  how  many 
times." 

Adnan  also  had  a  lover  —  Fayez,  an 
army  officer  —  with  whom  he  was  con- 
ducting an  affair  complicated  by  the  fact 
that  Fayez  resisted  admitting  he  was  gay. 
This  was  hardly  unusual,  but  Fayez  was 
hard  to  peg.  In  behaviour,  attitudes  and 
affections,  he  was  neither  heterosexual  nor 
homosexual  exclusively,  nor  even  what  is 
called  bisexual.  He  roamed  all  over 
Kinsey's  scale,  stumbling  into  sexual  en- 
counters when  and  if  they  presented  them- 
selves. The  sex  or  preferences  of  a  particu- 
lar partner  mattered  as  little  to  him  as  the 
colour  of  his  socks  (which  were  often  mis- 
matched). Yet  he  was  both  homophobic 
and  a  misogynist !  In  the  end ,  it  was  hard  to 
tell  what  Fayez  liked,  or  if  he  really  liked 
anything  at  all.  He  was  typical  of  a  whole 
new  class  of  young  people,  who  might  be 
called  the  urban  lost,  that  is  being  created 
now  in  developing  countries:  clever  in 
superficial  ways  calculated  to  appear 
"Western,"  a  gifted  mimic  of  behaviours 
not  his  own,  ambitious  and  thoroughly 
amoral,  auser;  the  sortof  person  forwhom 
Syrians  have  coined  the  term  "empty 
vessel." 

Naturally,  this  gave  much  grief  to  Ad- 
nan. "He  is  so  dull  in  bed,"  Adnan  com- 
plained . '  'He'll  kiss  me  or  touch  me  some- 
times, but  I  always  have  the  feeling  that  he 
doesn't  want  to.  So  he  lies  there  while  I 
make  love  to  him,  and  then  he  fucks  me.  He 
won't  even  say  he  likes  that,  but  I  know  he 
does.  He  cries  often  when  he  comes." 

My  sympathy  for  Adnan's  predicament 
grew  more  and  more  guarded,  however, 
when  we  became  boyfriends.  The  ironies 
were  stunning.  He  enjoyed  my  testing  the 
Joy  of  Gay  Sex  repertoire  on  his  willing 
body  (with  one  exception:  he  would  not  let 
me  fuck  him).  His  routine  consisted  solely 
of  a  few  tight-lipped  pecks  before  he  got 
down  to  the  chore  of  jerking  me  off.  This 
he  did  with  all  the  warmth  of  a  milking 
machine.  When  he  discovered  he  could 
fuck  me,  even  kissing  (such  as  it  was)  fell  by 
the  wayside.  Thereafter  his  conduct  be- 
tween the  sheets  amounted  to  an  artless, 
urgent  campaign  whose  only  object  was 
climax.  In  response  to  my  eventual  sugges- 
tion that  he  was  treating  me  as  badly  as 
Fayez  treated  him,  Adnan  listened  polite- 
ly, then  in  a  small  voice  replied,  "You're 
not  the  first  one  to  tell  me  the  same  thing.' ' 
Apparently  his  Lufthansa  buddies  had 
been  thinking  along  similar  lines.  I  thought 
I  had  made  my  point,  but  no;  immediately 
after  our  heart-to-heart ,  Adnan  flipped  me 
over  and. . . .  It  was  the  end  of  our  affair. 

Not  all  Syrian  gays  are  as  insensitive  as 
Adnan,  but  most  are  as  conscious  of  the 
role  they  play  in  bed.  Masculine/active, 
feminine /passive  are  separate  sides  of  the 
bed,  and  few  possess  the  passport  of  self- 
acceptance  that  permits  free  passage  back 
and  forth.  Men  are  not  "real"  men  if  they 
behave  passively  in  sex,  an  illusion  driven 
home  relentlessly  by  a  culture  which  insists 
that,  in  practice,  anyway,  gay  men  are 
women .  In  short ,  they  exist  to  be  exploited . 
This  keenly  felt  (and  of  course  irrevocable) 
deficiency  is  the  essence  of  gay  self-loath- 
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"Syrian  men  find  it 
hard  to  link  sex  and 
emotions  in  liaisons 
with  women,  and  almost 
impossible  to  do  so  with 
other  men.  Outside  the 
bedroom,  relationships 
are  conceptualized 
sentimentally;  sunsets 
or  storms  are  always 
forming  on  the  horizon 
as  the  violins  sing.  But 
in  bed,  where  instinct 
strips  sentiment,  men 
tend  to  be  emotionless 
and  mechanical.  Like 
Latins  in  the  famous 
line,  Syrians  are  lousy 
lovers.'' 


ing,  and  a  self-replenishing  source  of  frus- 
tration. It  explains  why  Adnan  eagerly 
played  the  " man"  with  me,  while  with  oth- 
ers he  meekly  became  the  "woman  ."Or,  as 
a  friend  once  put  it,  "When  I  find  a  man 
who  will  let  me  fuck  him,  I  become  crazy. 
There  are  so  few  who  do  anything  but  fuck 
me. 

Male  socialization  produces  an  anomaly 
at  the  heart  of  Syrian  sexual  dynamics,  gay 
or  straight.  While  all  men  are  expected  to 
relate  sexually  only  to  women,  most  have 
been  brought  up  to  relate  emotionally  only 
to  other  men.  As  a  result,  both  heterosex- 
ual and  homosexual  relationships  are  rare- 
ly sensitive,  reciprocal  acts  of  respect  and 
affection.  Men  find  it  hard  to  link  sex  and 
emotion  in  liaisons  with  women,  and  al- 
most impossible  to  do  so  in  peccadillos  in- 
volving other  men.  Outside  the  bedroom, 
relationships  are  conceptualized  senti- 
mentally; sunsets  or  storms  are  always 
forming  on  the  horizon  as  the  violins  sing. 
But  in  bed,  where  instinct  strips  sentiment, 
men  tend  to  be  emotionless  and  mechanic- 
al. Like  Latins  in  the  famous  line,  Syrians 
are  lousy  lovers. 


n  addition,  a  curi- 
ous homosexual- 
is^tion  of  male  social  relations  occurs,  the 
manifestations  of  which  are  as  deceptive  as 
they  are  obvious.  Syrian  men  are  intensely 
sensual  creatures  who  touch  themselves 
and  each  other  constantly.  One  sees  them 
everywhere,  walking  arm  in  arm  or  holding 
hands  and  kissing.  They  are  also  gentler 
and  more  maternal  with  each  other  than  is 
common  among  males  elsewhere.  There  is 
a  softness  at  the  core  of  male  relationships 
that  would  be  charming  (and  very  sexy) 
were  it  not  so  ineffectual.  The  softness 
masks,  and  in  part  compensates,  the  most 
debilitating  effect  of  a  Syrian  man's  up- 
bringing: his  difficulty  in  relating  sexually 
onrfemotionally  to  the  same  human  being. 
This  debility  has  particularly  melancho- 


ly consequences  for  gays.  They  must  puz- 
zle out  the  connection  between  their  own 
emotions  and  sexuality,  anddea]  with  simi- 
lar confusions  in  their  sexual  partners.  It  is 
a  no-win  situation  that  quickly  wears  peo- 
ple down.  Gays  react  with  resignation  and 
promiscuity,  seeking  literally  to  fuck  the 
blues  away.  In  practice  this  obscures  the 
ways  in  which,  as  men,  Syrian  gays  contin- 
ue to  exploit  the  masculine  privilege  (over 
other  men  instead  of  women)  that  is  their 
birthright. 

A  case  in  point  was  an  evening  I  spent  at 
the  apartment  of  an  acquaintance  named 
Abdulaziz,  chatting  with  him  and  a  friend, 
Ali.  At  some  point  Hussein,  who  was  16, 
and  his  cousin,  Majed,  dropped  by.  Majed 
was  visiting  from  Horns;  he  was  18,  dark, 
shy  and  willowy.  They  could  only  stay  for  a 
moment  because  Hussein's  parents  were 
waiting  for  them  at  home.  The  moment 
stretched  to  three  hours,  during  which 
Majed  dazzled  us  all.  Small  wonder:  he  was 
gorgeous. 

When  Hussein  and  Majed  got  up  to  go  at 
11:30,  Abdulaziz  suggested  they  stay  long- 
er. They  hesitated  long  enough  for  Ali  to 
snatch  Majed  into  the  bedroom.  The  rest 
of  us,  with  studied  sang-froid,  sat  down 
again  and  acted  as  if  nothing  had  happen- 
ed. Five  minutes  later,  Ali  called  for  Ab- 
dulaziz from  the  bedroom.  Abdulaziz 
went  to  the  door  and  I  passed  him  peeking 
in  on  my  way  to  the  bathroom.  When  I 
came  back,  Ali  was  sitting  on  the  sofa  with 
Hussein,  looking  flushed  and  moody.  Ab- 
dulaziz had  disappeared. 

Soon,  Ali  moved  next  to  me  across  the 
room  and  launched  into  a  (for  him)  unusu- 
al soliloquy.  "Majed  wanted  me,  but  I 
didn't  think  I'd  like  him  and  I  didn't.  He's 
not  my  type,  you  know?  (I  did;  Ali  was  ex- 
clusively passive.)  So  I  thought  I'd  start 
him,  and  Abdulaziz  could  finish  him."  Ali 
stared  at  the  floor  for  a  moment.  "I  hate 
the  men  I  go  to  bed  with.  They  fuck  me 
once,  and  I  never  want  to  see  them  again. 
So  I  look  for  love  first,  before  the  sex,  be- 
cause if  I  love  him  he  can  fuck  me  more 
than  once."  Ali  laughed  ruefully.  "I  don't 
have  much  luck. 

"And,"  he  concluded,  "I  never  go  to 
bed  with  gay  friends,  not  even  Abdulaziz.  I 
would  hate  them,  too,  Hke  all  the  others." 

Now  Abdulaziz  called  for  tissues  from 
the  bedroom.  Hussein  jumped  up  to  get 
them.  As  he  disappeared,  Ali  gazed  at  me 
meaningfully  and,  with  perfect  comic  tim- 
ing, said,  "Gay  life  is  very  interesting.' '  We 
could  not  help  laughing. 

Abdulaziz  appeared  shortly  in  his  bikini 
briefs  and  made  straight  for  AH.  "What's 
the  matter?  Didn't  you  like  him?"  Ali  de- 
murred. "He's  very  easy,"  Abdulaziz  said 
with  an  impish  grin. 

Then  Majed  appeared ,  looking  no  one  in 
the  eye,  and  almost  ran  to  the  bathroom  to 
wash.  He  left  the  door  open,  though,  and 
through  it  he  must  have  heard  Abdulaziz 
and  Ali  discussing  his  endowment  in  detail . 
They  were  like  two  eager  buyers  comparing 
a  used  car.  When  Majed  reemerged  finally, 
I  noticed  a  magnificent  hickey  blooming 
on  his  neck .  I  pulled  his  sweater  collar  up  to 
cover  it,  and  he  smiled  lamely  in  thanks. 
Abdulaziz  and  Ali  instantly  began  to  argue 
about  who  was  responsible  for  the  hickey. 
Not  once  did  they  address  or  even  acknow- 
ledge Majed,  who  stood  nearby  shifting 
uneasily  from  foot  to  foot.  In  fact,  when 
Hussein  and  Majed  had  gone  a  few  minutes 
later,  I  realized  that  none  of  us  had  even 
said  goodbye. 

Such  indifference  to  the  feelings  of  one's 
own  is  by  no  means  unique  to  Syrian  gay 
males.  But  the  isolation  and  furtiveness 
which  promote  it  do  mean  that  there  are 
few  options  to  behave  otherwise.  It  is  so- 
bering to  consider  just  how  grim  the  pros- 
pects really  are  for  gays  in  a  country  such  as 
Syria.  None  of  the  conditions  presently  ex- 
ist there  which  in  the  West  have  led  from  in- 
dustrialization lo  affluence  to  social  plur- 


alism to  feminism  to,  finally,  the  gay  liber- 
ation movement.  Only  in  this  century  have 
Western  gays  begun  to  focus  on  the  quality 
of  homosexual  life,  and  only  in  the  last  dec- 
ade have  we  actively  begun  to  do  some- 
thing about  it.  It  would  be  arrogant  to  ac- 
cuse our  Syrian  brothers  of  being  any  more 
"backward"  than  we  still  are.  They  are 
simply  far  less  lucky.  The  tragedy  of  their 
lives,  indeed  of  the  region  in  which  they 
live,  seemingly  has  no  end. 

s 

^^^^  ^^^o  it  is  remarkable 
^^^^B^^^  how  sensitive, 
warm  and  generous  the  Syrians  have  re- 
mained, despite  the  formidable  odds 
against  them.  They  party  seriously,  as  only 
people  can  who  understand  the  profound 
value  of  good  times  and  laughter. 

I  remember  one  party  in  particular.  We 
were  eight  people  gathered  at  Abdulaziz's 
apartment.  Adnan  was  there.  So  were  two 
middle-aged  men,  both  married,  one  as 
prim  as  the  other  was  bohemian  (the  latter, 
Abdulaziz  noted,  kept  apartments  all  over 
town  and  provided  keys  to  friends  for 
tricking),  and  two  younger  men,  one  of 
whom  was  tall  and  voluptuous  while  his 
companion  looked  like  a  refugee  from  a 
Polo  boutique. 

The  party  began,  as  all  such  affairs  did, 
with  a  review  of  snapshots  of  the  last  party . 
These  were  passed  from  hand  to  hand  with 
the  syncopation  of  a  ladies  high  tea,  com- 
plete with  sighs  and  swooning,  and  then 
were  put  away.  Abrupt  change  of  tone: 
someone  switched  on  the  ubiquitous  Euro- 
disco  tape  and  people  began  dancing.  Vol- 
uptuous and  Clone  sucked  each  other  off 
in  a  dark  corner.  Adnan  and  I  caught  up  on 
gossip  with  Prim.  Suddenly,  the  music 
stopped  and  the  lights  went  out.  Another 
power  outage?  No,  it  was  time  for 
"Camellia." 


Protruding  from  a  side  door  was  a  slen- 
der, shapely  leg  clad  in  one  of  those  delicate 
sandals  that  immortalize  the  ankle  but  ruin 
the  instep.  At  the  other  end  of  the  leg  came 
Abdulaziz,  unfolding  into  the  room  like  a 
silk  scarf,  dressed  in  a  pert  straw  hat, 
camisole  and  skirt.  But  for  the  moustache 
and  hairy  chest ,  he  might  have  stepped  out 
of  the  pages  of  Vogue.  Accompanied  by  a 
driving  disco  beat,  Camellia  performed  a 
precisely  choreographed  dance,  acknow- 
ledged her  whistles  and  applause  and  re- 
tired daintily  to  the  wings. 

Immediately,  everyone  rushed  for  the 
bathroom  to  change.  Plastic  shopping 
bags  full  of  provisions  were  produced  from 
nowhere,  and  the  air  grew  thick  with  per- 
fume as  people  exchanged  wigs,  scarves, 
mascara  and  lipstick,  skirts,  stockings, 
shoes.  Some  of  the  men  had  brought  three 
changes  of  clothing;  one  had  sewn  every- 
thing he  wore.  The  cassette  was  changed  to 
oriental  music  and,  one  after  another,  all 
of  the  ladies  present  got  up  and  belly- 
danced. 

Nothing  in  my  years  in  the  Middle  East 
was  more  fascinating  than  the  accomplish- 
ed allure  of  my  companions  as  they 
danced.  In  a  country  where  competitive 
dancing  determined  female  charms,  my 
friends  put  to  shame  the  best  women  belly- 
dancers  and  they  knew  it.  The  comfort  this 
gave  them  was  affecting.  Encouraged  by 
the  music's  atonal  whump  and  twang,  they 
twirled  and  ground  their  hips  in  an  intricate 
paean  to  sex  that,  for  a  moment  at  least, 
permitted  them  to  forget  the  ironies  of 
their  own  sexuality. 

The  dancing  told  a  story  that  was  at  once 
alienated,  humorous,  sly,  self-depreca- 
ting, celebratory,  fearful,  sensual  and  sad. 

It  was  also  Zuzu's  story.  At  that  very 
moment,  he  was  probably  weaving  along 
the  boulevards,  engaged  in  another  kind  of 
play.  His  nocturnal  sojourns,  like  the  sin- 
uous bodies  behind  closed  doors,  are  what 
being  born  to  lose  in  Syria  is  all  about.  D 


Gary  MacDonald  lived  and  travelled  in  the  Mid- 
dle East  for  five  years.  He  recently  returned  to 
live  in  the  northeastern  US.  where  he  is  active  in 
the  gay  movement. 
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0^'"  GREENWICH  VILLAGE 

^  ^         HAS  A  I IIXURY  HIITEI 


The  River  Hotel ...  in  NEW  YORK  CITY. 

Discreet,  secure  with  old  world  charm  and 

New  York  "  style." 

Alone  or  with  friends  you're  special  at  The 

River  Hotel. 

Call  today  and  let  us  make  yours  a  visit  to 

remember ! 


THE  RIVER  HOTEL 

All  tiHjor  credit  cards  accepteo. 


laO  Chnstopner  Street.  New  torn,         Sylstero  International ,  Ltd. 
W  lUOW.     (212)206-102U.  Gereral  Ayert.  (212)254-4466. 


SO'S  YOUR  GRANDMOTHER 

JANE  RULE 


Walking  canes 

Back  in  1959,  when  Helen  Sonthoff  and 
I  bought  our  first  house,  my  parents 
were  tactfully  silent,  but  the  man  at  the 
government  mortgage  office  did  every- 
thing he  could  to  discourage  us.  Helen 
was  teaching  in  the  English  Department 
at  the  University  of  British  Columbia,  I 
was  assistant  director  of  International 
House.  Our  combined  salaries  comfort- 
ably qualified  us  for  a  mortgage,  but 
didn't  we  see  that  we  were  only  two 
women,  and  how  could  two  women  take 
on  the  responsibihty  and  commitment  of 
owning  a  house  together?  Children  of 
friends  told  us  their  parents  thought  we 
were  both  too  attractive  to  give  up  so 
easily. 

Helen  had  owned  houses  before  and 
very  much  wanted  to  be  out  of  the  apart- 
ment I  had  rented  when  she  brought  her 
furniture  out  from  the  east.  I  loathed 
that  place  even  more  than  she  did,  the 
smell  of  other  people's  cooking  taking 
away  my  appetite,  the  blank  wall  where 
there  should  have  been  a  view  of  the  sea 
and  mountains,  the  unused  plug  in  the 
fake  fireplace.  But  if  I  had  been  alone  to 
see  to  my  own  comfort,  I  would  have 
looked  for  a  comfortable  room  in  some- 
one else's  house,  not  for  a  house  of  my 
own.  I  was  both  domestically  retarded 
and  afraid  of  being  tied  down  with  phys- 
ical and  financial  responsibilities. 

It  is,  of  course,  easier  to  own  a  house, 
once  it  is  affordable.  You  don't  have  to 
carry  your  belongings  about  with  you  or 
pay  to  have  them  stored  everytime  you 
want  to  go  anywhere.  We  travelled  far 
more  easily  than  we  had  before.  Once  we 
swapped  both  houses  and  cars  with  a 
woman  in  London  and  had  three  months 
in  England  for  the  price  of  the  plane 
tickets. 

We  outgrew  that  first  .house.  The 
second,  after  ten  years,  outgrew  us  when 
Helen  wanted  to  retire  early,  and  we 
both  wanted  to  live  on  the  island  we'd 
already  chosen  for  weekends  and  holi- 
days. After  living  with  Helen  for  almost 
thirty  years,  I  can  still  be  surprised  at  our 
mobiUty  and  our  capacity  to  change 
direction  as  our  needs  change. 

Relationships,  like  houses,  can  be  out- 
grown or  can  outgrow  the  people  in- 
volved. Like  houses,  they  can  become 
too  small  or  too  expensive.  We  aren't  in- 
clined to  think  of  houses  left  behind  as 
failures  unless  we  were  duped  or  used 
poor  judgment  at  the  time  of  purchase. 
Most  relationships,  entered  into  with 
good  faith  and  lived  with  generous  re- 
sponsibility, shouldn't  be  considered 
failures  if  they  are  not  life-long. 

A  cartoon  in  The  New  Yorker,  meant 
to  be  cynical,  shows  a  rather  smug. 


middle-aged  man,  saying,  "I've  been 
very  fortunate.  I've  liked  all  my  wives." 
But  a  great  many  people  who  have  had 
more  than  one  important  relationship  in 
their  lives  are  similarly  fortunate.  Helen 
hked  her  husband  of  sixteen  years,  most 
of  them  good  and  growing  years  for 
them  both.  I  liked  the  woman  I  lived 
with  before  I  lived  with  Helen  and  am 
stiU  nourished  by  those  years. 

If  either  Helen  or  I  had  said  to  the 
other,  when  we  met  in  New  England  in 
1954,  "In  1983,  we'll  be  living  on  a  small 
island  off  the  coast  of  British  Colum- 
bia," the  relationship  would  have  stag- 
gered to  an  incredulous  halt.  For  most 
of  us,  if  we  could  see  into  the  future 
we'd  be  unable  to  understand  and, 
therefore,  accept  it.  Yet  other  people  are 
often  more  than  willing  to  do  it  for  us. 

My  silent  parents,  the  mortgage  man, 
our  friends  all  read  disaster  in  the  future 
Helen  and  I  (less  courageously)  were 
choosing.  Of  course,  doom  and  gloom 
are  also  predicted  for  some  men  and 
women  as  they  risk  commitment,  but 
they  don't  face  the  nearly  universal  dis- 
couragement offered  to  gay  and  lesbian 
couples. 

I  am  often  asked,  mostly  by  younger 
women,  why  it  seems  so  hard  for  lesbian 
relationships  to  last.  Accepting  responsi- 
bility even  for  oneself  .can  be  difficult. 
How  many  young  people  are  there 
around  who  have  learned  to  love  their 
own  hves?  Sharing  a  life  doesn't  mean 
that  someone  else  is  going  to  love  your 
life  for  you,  but  that  your  own  confi- 
dence must  increase  to  love  another  life 
as  well.  When  everyone  around  you  ex- 
pects you  to  fail,  it  seems  the  easier  if 
more  painful  thing  to  do,  before  too 
much  is  invested,  before  there  is  too 
much  to  lose. 

If  a  relationship  is  given  its  natural  life 
—  and  no  one  can  predict  the  length  of 
that  —  and  if  there  comes  a  time  to 
move  on,  there  may  be  hard  work  in  the 
move,  even  some  regret,  but  there  is 
neither  real  loss  nor  failure.  What  has 
been  experienced  and  learned  moves 
with  you  as  surely  as  the  furniture. 

Relationships  fail  only  when  they  are 
not  wholeheartedly  entered  into,  when 
they  are  hedged  round  with  reservations, 
doubts,  fears.  All  our  relationships  are 
hedged  round  with  other  people's  reser- 
vations; so  it  is  more  important  for  those 
of  us  who  don't  want  to  live  alone  to 
have  whole  hearts  to  offer,  to  have  both 
courage  and  hope  that  we'll  be  delighted 
to  be  where  we  are  thirty  years  from 
now,  even  if  it  happens  to  be  on  a  little 
island  out  in  the  drink  with  walking 
canes  at  the  back  door.  D 
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^H      had  come  to  Bonn  to  find  out 
^H      about  the  Greens,  the  new 
^H     German  "alternative"  politi- 
^H     cal  party.  When  I  arrived  at 
^H     the  parliament  members'  of- 
JHH.  fice  building  I  started  to  feel 
just  a  bit  worried.  Various  sorts  of  VIPs  in 
business  suits  bustled  in  and  out,  and  one 
of  several  federal  policemen  guarding  the 
building  walked  up  to  me  and  asked  for 
my  passport.  With  my  pony  tail  and 
"Emma  Goldman  Lives"  T-shirt,  he 
didn't  have  to  ask  any  further  questions. 
He  told  me  that  if  I  wanted  to  visit  a 
member  of  the  Green  fraction  I'd  have  to 
wait  here  for  someone  to  come  down. 
Two  minutes  later  a  tall  fellow  with 
curly  blond  hair,  blue  jeans  and  sandals 
burst  out  of  the  elevators,  took  one  look 
at  me,  and  without  stopping,  motioned 
me  out  the  door.  His  name  was  Herbert 
Rusche.  Sure  he'd  Uke  to  talk  with  me, 
but  first  he  had  to  take  care  of  a  mailing. 

A  couple  of  minutes  later  I  was  in  a 
large  conference  room  with  Herbert, 
three  members  of  a  gay  study  group 
from  Dortmund  called  Homosexual 
Self-help  Red  Stripe,  and  several  boxes 
of  a  detailed  little  pamphlet  called  "No. 
175.  A  German  Paragraph  and  its  His- 
tory; Concerning  the  Everyday  Social 
and  LegEil  Discrimination  of  Homosexu- 
al People."  In  the  spirit  of  the  interna- 
tional movement  I  sat  next  to  Herbert 
and  started  peeling  off  address  labels 
and  sticking  them  on  the  backs  of  the 
pamphlets.  Some  were  addressed  to  such 
well-known  figures  as  Helmut  Schmidt 
and  Willy  Brandt.  The  surroundings 
were  strange  but  I  felt  immediately  at 
home. 

For  seversil  years  Herbert  ran  a  health- 
food  store  with  his  lover  in  Offenbach,  a 
suburb  of  the  West  German  city  of 
Frankfurt  am  Main.  Since  March  1983 
he  has  lived  in  the  capital  city,  Bonn. 
Herbert  works  with  the  Greens,  who  in 
1983  were  elected  into  the  Bundestag, 
the  West  German  federal  parliament,  for 
the  first  time.  Herbert  is  what  is  known 
as  a  ''Nachriicker."  The  Greens  are 
organized  according  to  what  they  call 
"basis  democracy,"  and  this  means  that 
Herbert  will  become  an  official  member 
of  parliament  in  "a  little  over  a  year," 
after  half  of  the  four-year  term,  when  he 
rotates  with  one  of  the  twenty-seven 
present  members  of  the  Green  fraction 
in  the  Parliament.  The  person  he  rotates 
with  will  then  go  back  into  the  "basis" 
or  the  "movement."  For  the  radical 
Greens,  there  are  no  professional 
politicians. 

Herbert  ended  up  on  the  March  1983 
campaign  lists  because  he  had  been  an 
active  member  of  the  Greens  since  they 


were  formed.  The  other  obvious  choice, 
Korny  Litman,  a  well  known  member  of 
the  "Famile  Schmidt"  gay  theatre 
troupe,  chose  to  stay  in  his  troupe 
instead. 

Herbert  had  been  involved  in  radical 
politics  long  before  the  formation  of  the 
Green  party.  He  has  been  a  gay  activist 
ever  since  he  came  out  at  a  gay  festival 
when  he  was  seventeen.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  he  is  in  the  Bundestag  to  con- 
tinue this  work.  He  has  already  brought 
up  the  issue  of  AIDS  in  the  Bundestag, 
and  when  I  saw  him  he  was  gathering  to- 
gether all  available  information  and  re- 
search for  a  formal  parliamentary  dis- 
cussion of  the  issue.  More  generally,  he 
aims  to  make  gay  life  visible  to  politi- 
cians. This  is  wholly  in  the  tradition  of 
the  Greens,  who  have  caused  a  stir 
among  the  West  German  political  estab- 
lishment by  bringing  plants  into  the 
Bundestag,  dressing  in  brightly  coloured 
skirts  £md  sweaters,  tennis  shoes  and 
long  shaggy  beards.  Herbert  talked 
about  his  coming  turn  in  the  Bundestag. 
"Its  a  shame  I'm  too  big  to  go  in  drag," 
he  said  laughing,  "That  would  really 
freak  out  those  penguins." 

Its  hard  to  generalize  about  the  gay 
movement  in  West  Germany.  Its  certain- 
ly not  as  large  or  as  visible  as  in  the 


United  States;  gay  pride  marches 
haven't  been  as  large  or  as  numerous. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  has  been  no 
vigorous  cultural  opposition  to  homo- 
sexuality in  recent  years.  One  of  the 
main  aims  of  the  gay  movement  has 
been  to  get  federal  laws  defining  homo- 
sexuals as  criminals  (which  have  been  on 
the  books  since  the  Nazi  period)  rescind- 
ed. The  gay  movement  is  not  uniformly 
part  of  the  the  new  emerging  "alter- 
natives" of  which  the  Greens  form  a 
part.  The  study  group  members  who 
wrote  the  pamphlet  we  were  all  busy  ad- 
dressing, for  example,  come  from  sever- 
al different  politicjil  affiliations.  Never- 
theless, the  Green  platform  and  activi- 
ties are  clearly  more  supportive  of  gay 
issues,  social  liberation  and  family  trans- 
formation than  any  of  the  other  parties. 
If  this  part  of  the  platform  is  relatively 
undeveloped,  it  is  predominantly 
because  there  has  not  been  a  large 
enough  gay  caucus  in  the  Greens  to  take 
the  initiative.  Groups  of  conservative  en- 
vironmentalists had  blocked  radical 
stands  on  sexual  and  family  issues,  but 
eventuEilly  they  spHt  from  the  Greens 
and  have  now  dropped  out  of  political 
influence.  Virtually  all  of  the  Greens  un- 
derstand that  they  are  the  political  wing 
of  a  large  and  diverse  collection  of 
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movements  in  which  all  the  issues  pres- 
ent need  to  be  dealt  with,  right  now,  and 
in  an  interconnected  manner.  Issues 
about  sexuality  or  the  family  are  not 
seen  as  historically  secondary  to  such 
"basic"  issues  as  the  economy  or  peace. 
A  political  coalition  such  as  the  Greens 
cannot  set  historical  priorities  in  such  a 
way  as  to  marginalize  other  demands. 
This  is  a  "rainbow  of  opposition"  and 
not  a  party  organized  around  narrowly 
defined  political  or  economic  goals. 

When  all  the  pamphlets  were  ad- 
dressed and  taken  down  to  the  Bundes- 
haus  post  office,  I  followed  Herbert 
back  to  his  office.  Beside  his  briefcase, 
covered  with  political  stickers,  were 
issues  of  the  radical  Frankfurt  magazine 
Phlasterstrand,  various  gay  liberation 
books  and  two  Incredible  String  Band 
LPs. 

"I  always  hated  school,"  Herbert 
said.  "The  most  important  things  I 
always  learned  outside  of  school."  He 
never  managed  to  finish  either  university 
or  technical  school,  but  found  his  way 
early  into  the  gay  sub-kultur.  He  said 
with  a  laugh  that  he  had  learned  English 
in  a  gay  bar  talking  to  American  sol- 
diers. "That's  why  I'm  good  at  talking 
about  sex  in  English.  Politics  is  more 
difficult." 

Until  he  was  22  his  lifestyle  was  much 
wilder  than  it  is  now.  Since  then  he's 
gotten  involved  with  long-term,  rather 
monogamous  relationships.  "It's  not 
that  I  said  to  myself  that  I  had  to  have 
that  kind  of  relationship.  It  just  hap- 
pened that  way."  After  three  years,  the 
lover  with  whom  he  ran  the  health-food 
store,  left  him  for  a  woman.  It  was  a 
rough  period  in  his  life  and  led  to  a 
withdrawal  from  politics  and  a  deeper 
involvement  with  spiritual  and  philo- 
sophical concerns.  He  became  interested 
in  the  writings  of  Rudolph  Steiner, 
which  have  a  wide  following  in  West 
Germany.  His  problem  with  Steiner  is 
that  like  most  purely  philosophical  ap- 
proaches, it  is  profoundly  elitist.  Taoism 
attracts  him  more.  "I'm  oneof  the  very 
few  German  Buddhists,"  he  said. 

He  went  on  to  explain  that  the  com- 
bination of  science  and  religion  in  Bud- 
dhism makes  a  lot  of  sense  to  him.  It's 
not  exclusive  and  dogmatic,  and  goes 
together  well  with  his  ecological  and  pol- 
itical concerns.  "Its  a  non-theisitic  phil- 
osophy. There  is  no  boss,  no  "god"  rul- 
ing everything  (including  women  and 
nature)  from  above.  It's  a  non-hierar- 
chical system  and  so  as  a  political  an- 
archist I  can  accept  it."  The  Buddhist 
concept  of  finding  the  "way"  allows  one 
to  imagine  an  open  form  of  utopianism. 


''It  is  the  missiles 

we  are  against,  not 

the  Americans.  If  some 

Americans  identify  so 

strongly  with  their 

missiles,  that's  their 

problem,  not  ours/' 


It's  important  to  go  from  "utopia"  to 
real  politics,  and  not  the  other  way 
around. 

For  Herbert,  the  practice  of  Bud- 
dhism is  just  as  important  as  the  ideas. 
He  still  finds  time  to  meditate  and  is  a 
member  of  the  same  Buddhist  group  as 
Allen  Ginsberg.  "I  really  like  his  poetry 
and  his  ideas,"  Herbert  said,  "and  as 
soon  as  I'm  a  working  member  of  parlia- 
ment, I'm  going  to  arrange  to  have  him 
speak  there."  I  tried  to  imagine  Gins- 
burg  in  the  Bundestag.  Even  at  the 
height  of  the  hip  era,  nothing  like  that 
ever  happened  in  the  United  States.  But 
then  how  many  Buddhists  have  been 
elected  to  Congress? 

Isn't  it  just  as  odd  to  have 
someone  who  is  a  political 
anarchist  in  the  West  Ger- 
man parliament?  "What 
kind  of  anarchism?"  I 
asked.  For  an  answer  I  got 
a  long  and  thoughtful  his- 
tory of  the  German  anarchist  tradition. 
As  a  tradition  it  was  always  much  smaller 
than  that  of  German  Marxism,  but  can 
claim  some  distinguished  thinkers. 
Herbert's  favourites  are  Gustav  Landauer 
and  Erich  Muehsam.  Landauer,  a  rather 
saintly  figure  who  many  think  was  gay, 
greatly  influenced  his  young  friend  and 
better-known  German  philosopher,  Mar- 
tin Buber.  A  pacifist  and  an  advocate  of 
communitarian  democracy,  he  had  an  in- 
fluence on  the  Kibbuzim  movement.  Her- 
bert likes  him,  he  said,  because  of  the 
ecological  bent  of  his  thinking  and  be- 
cause he  addresses  spiritual  concerns  and 
the  practice  of  "beisis  democracy"  —  all 
of  which  are  typically  absent  from  con- 
ventional Marxism.  He  likes  the  cultural 
politics  and  emphasis  on  aesthetics  in 
Muehsam,  who  wrote  as  many  plays  and 
poems  as  he  did  political  essays. 

But  back  to  the  question:  didn't  Her- 
bert think  there  is  a  contradiction  be- 
tween being  an  anarchist  and  a  member 
of  parliament?  His  answer  confirmed 
my  impression  of  the  Green  activists, 
many  of  whom  come  from  the  "Sponti" 
libertarian  and  anarchist  tradition. 
Herbert  doesn't  make  himself  into  a 
"representative  of  the  people"  and  for 
him  parliament  isn't  such  a  big  deal.  The 
work  he  is  doing,  he  said,  is  just  like  that 
of  any  other  movement  activist,  except 
that  it  is  more  visible  (which  helps 


publicize  the  movement)  and  has  such 
additional  benefits  for  the  movement  as 
access  to  the  research  group  which  is 
looking  into  the  AIDS  problem.  He 
strongly  supports  the  idea  of  rotating 
members  of  parliament  and  says  that 
this  will  keep  the  Greens  in  line  with  basic 
anarchist  principles.  "After  four  years, 
everyone  just  goes  back  into  the  move- 
ment and  gets  replaced  by  other  grass 
roots  activists."  The  Greens  are  basically 
committed  to  a  new  decentralized  soci- 
ety. "We  are  really  a  kind  of  'anti- 
party,'  "  says  Herbert.  "We  are  commit- 
ed  to  movement  politics  and  also  to  non- 
violent direct  action,  inside  the 
Bundestag  as  well  as  in  the  streets." 
Civil  disobedience  to  protest  nuclear 
missile  deployment,  for  example, 
"somehow  is  a  sort  of  duty." 

I  asked  him  what  he  thought  about  the 
current  anti-American  feeling  in  West 
Germany.  He  laughed  as  he  often  did 
and  said:  "Over  here  we  see  a  pretty  big 
difference  between  Americans  and 
American  missiles.  It  is  the  missiles  we 
are  against  and  not  the  Americans.  If 
some  Americans  identify  so  strongly 
with  their  missiles,  that's  their  problem, 
not  ours." 

When  I  asked  about  his  position  on 
nonviolence,  he  said  that  is  is  clearly  the 
only  way  to  do  politics  in  West  Ger- 
many, but  it  certainly  isn't  possible  in 
Third  World  countries  such  as  El  Salva- 
dor. He  was  very  concerned  with  the 
situation  in  Central  America.  The 
Greens  are  working  very  closely  with  the 
Nicaraguan  support  groups  in  the  Feder- 
al RepubHc,  especially  encouraging  the 
sale  of  Nicaraguan  coffee.  "We  visited  a 
delegation  from  Nicaragua  yesterday," 
he  told  me.  "They  were  much  more  in- 
formed than  most  Americans  about  the 
Green  Party."  But  this  solidarity  with 
the  liberation  movements  in  Central 
America  does  not  mean  that  the  Greens 
will  use  their  methods.  "We  are  a  radical 
party,  but  we  don't  want  revolutions  like 
those  of  the  past.  Without  a  change  in 
consciousness,  all  the  shit  will  just  come 
back  again."  Herbert  is  strongly  against 
a  Leninist  revolutionary  party.  Such  an 
approach  is  "very  dangerous."  That 
type  of  Marxism  really  is  dead  now  in 
Germany.  Besides,  he  pointed  out,  the 
Greens  programme  is  more  radical  than 
any  kind  of  Marxist  programme.  The 
Greens  don't  just  want  to  change  rela- 
tions to  the  means  of  production,  but  all 
hierarchical  relations  between  people. 


Ecological,  feminist  and  gay  concerns 
are  more  strongly  represented  in  the 
Green  platform  than  in  any  communist 
party. 

Did  Herbert  have  any  criticisms  of  the 
Green  Party?  "Of  course."  One  prob- 
lem he  talked  about  was  the  lack  of  pol- 
itically active  women.  The  cause  was  pa- 
triarchal social  relations,  but  also  male 
behaviour  inside  the  party.  "One  thing 
is  for  sure  though.  Nobody  is  happy 
with  this  situation,  and  we  are  trying  to 
change  it."  He  pointed  out  that  nearly 
half  of  the  Green  fraction  in  parliament 
consisted  of  women:  far  higher  than  for 
any  of  the  other  parties. 

Feminism  has  been  important,  especi- 
ally in  changing  the  process  by  which  the 
fraction  works.  The  women  meet  separ- 
ately quite  frequently  to  discuss  the  prob- 
lems they  have  with  the  whole  group,  and 
with  the  men.  The  group  itself  works  on 
personal  as  well  as  political  issues. 
"Although  there  are  special  problems  for 
me  since  I  am  the  only  gay  person  and 
have  a  different  lifestyle  and  feelings,  all 
in  all  there  is  a  great  deal  of  emotional 
support  within  the  fraction.  We  tried  to 
find  a  commune  so  we  could  edl  live 
together,  but  this  wasn't  realistic  because 
it  would  have  been  too  expensive." 

Herbert  has  had  several  run-ins  with 
some  of  the  famous  names  in  the  Green 
fraction,  such  as  Petra  Kelly  and  her 
friend,  the  ex-general  Gert  Bastian.  "If 
you  just  walk  down  this  hall,  you  can  see 
subtle  developments  of  hierarchy  right 
in  the  fraction.  They  both  have  secretar- 
ies with  signs  on  their  doors,  and  they 
have  already  signed  letters  they  didn't 
write.  If  someone  ever  works  with  me," 
said  Herbert,  "their  name  will  go  right 
next  to  mine  on  the  same  door.  Every- 
thing will  be  equal." 

Have  people  treated  him  differently 
since  he  was  elected?  "Sure,  it's  a  prob- 
lem. I  have  to  be  much  more  careful 
about  what  I  say  because  it  gets  quoted 
all  the  time.  But  there  have  been  benefits 
too.  My  grandfather,  an  ex-Nazi,  would 
never  before  talk  with  me  because  I  was 
a  homosexual.  Since  the  election  we 
have  had  several  good  talks." 

Herbert  was  emphatic  that  his  new 
status  was  not  going  to  affect  him.  "I'm 
trying  very  hard  to  remain  a  normal 
Buddhist  faggot  from  Frankfurt."  D 
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Deep  down,  perhaps  we  are  all  still 
"Victorians."  In  Britain  last 
year,  a  right-wing  government 
was  swept  back  to  power  on  a 
subliminjil  appeal  for  a  return  to 
"Victorian  Values":  thrift,  sobriety, 
family  decency  and  possessive  indiv- 
idualism. A  poster  showed  the  Majestic 
figure  of  the  Queen-Empress  adorned 
with  the  face  of  Mrs  Margaret  Thatcher: 
Victoria  lives!  From  the  celebration  of 
the  sanctity  of  the  family  to  the  panic 
over  obscenity  and  public  vice,  many  of 
the  themes  of  the  19th  century  are  being 
rediscovered  and  rehearsed  once  again. 
Now  along  comes  a  major  intellectual 
historian  to  tell  us  that  yes,  indeed,  Vic- 
torians are  our  contemporaries.  Our 
dilemmas  were  their  dilemmas,  their 
anguish,  ours.  All  that  stands  between 
them  and  us  is  the  tenuous  strand  of  our 
self-knowledge  —  which  Peter  Gay  at- 
tributes in  large  part  to  the  heroic  in- 
terventions of  Sigmund  Freud.  Because 
of  him.  Gay  suggests,  we  know  our  con- 
tradictions; Victorians  merely  endured 
them. 

The  19th  century  has  had  a  curious 
fate  in  historical  accounts.  For  its  con- 
temporary apologists  the  age  of  Victoria 
was  the  pinnacle  of  historical  evolution. 
Even  its  most  potent  critics,  like  Karl 
Marx,  who  foresaw  the  doom  of  this 
bourgeois  domination,  were  dazzled  by 
its  dynamism,  and  penned  passionate 
hymns  to  the  burgeoning  industries  and 
exploding  cities,  to  the  railways  that 
welded  continents  and  the  steamships 
that  narrowed  the  oceans,  to  the  will 
that  subdued  nature  and  overwhelmed 
old  ways  of  life.  But  the  seeds  of  doubt 
were  already  being  nutured  into  life 
before  Queen  Victoria  herself  was  cold 
in  her  mausoleum,  by  a  generation  bred 
in  the  bosom  of  the  bourgeois  family, 
educated  in  the  best  schools  and  thrust 
into  oppositional  roles  only  (only!)  by 
the  conflict  between  their  desires  (often 
sexually  unorthodox)  and  the  duties  that 
the  bourgeois  experience  imposed  upon 
them.  They  characterized  the  Victorian 
age  as  one  of  stifiing  respectability  and 
rampant  hypocrisy,  of  obsessive  promis- 
cuity and  sexual  repression,  of  moral 
earnestness  and  an  easy  acquiesence  in  a 
double  standard  of  morality.  Lytton 
Strachey's  cynical  portraits  of  Eminent 
Victorians,  showing  the  raging  passions 
beneath  the  starched  sobriety,  the  pul- 
sating shapes  behind  the  carefully  drawn 
fig  leaves,  was  not  so  much  historically 
inaccurate  as  wickedly  appropriate  for  a 
new  age  trying  to  free  itself  from  the 
trammels  of  the  past. 

For  much  of  the  20th  century  the  Vic- 
torian epoch  has  appeared  as  the  pit  of 
darkness,  ignorance  and  prejudice  from 
which  our  modern  enlightenment  has 
only  slowly  emerged.  Today,  perhaps  we 
are  less  certain  of  that  enlightenment, 
more  anxious  to  re-find  some  of  the  ap- 
parently sublime  certainties  of  the  past . 
But  those  who  lament  the  passing  of  the 
Victorian  era,  like  those  who  celebrate 
it,  stay  within  the  myth:  whether  we  see 
an  age  of  repression  or  of  respectability, 
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an  era  of  hypocritical  decorum  or  of 
honest  decency,  before  us  is  the  same 
picture,  only  different  perspectives  on  its 
meaning. 

The  truth  is,  however,  that  in  many 
ways,  the  Victorian  age  is  not  a  world  we 
have  lost  but  one  that  we  still  inhabit. 
The  Victorian  age  brought  sexuality  to 
the  forefront  of  public  debate,  where  it 
stayed;  far  from  denying  sex,  they  began 
to  seek  it  out  everywhere.  From  the 
development  of  a  science  of  sex  to  the 
pioneering  of  new,  refined  techniques  of 
birth  control,  from  the  growth  of  new 
sexual  cultures  to  the  development  of 
homo-sexual  identities,  the  Victorian 
age  paved  the  way  for  the  20th  century. 

In  line  with  the  new  understanding  of 
the  impact  of  this  past  on  our  present, 
there  is  no  nostalgia  for  a  golden  age  in 
Peter  Gay's  work.  But  like  every  other 
writer  on  the  19th  century,  Gay's  start- 
ing point  is  his  present,  and  what  he 
finds  in  the  bourgeois  experience  is  a 
mirror  image  of  our  current  uncertainty. 
His  book  is  not  a  glorification  of  self- 
confidence  but  a  charting  of  anxiety. 
For  Gay,  the  Victorians  are  our  true 


precursors  and  real  contemporaries 
because  they  created  that  "liberal 
temper"  which  is  now  our  most  perva- 
sive mood,  and  which  "taught  men  to 
Hve  with  incertainties  and  ambiguities" 
(but  presumably  forgot  women).  Gay's 
book  is  the  opening  movement  of  a 
"symphony"  as  he  puts  it,  which  echoes 
the  strain  and  anxiety,  the  "cult  of  the 
new"  and  "vertiginous  mobility"  of  the 
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19th  century.  Gay's  words  refer  to  the 
19th  century,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
their  starting  point  is  a  pang  born  of  the 
incessant  flux  of  the  present.  Just  as 
Lytton  Strachey's  work  tells  us  more 
about  the  revulsions  against  the  First 
World  War  than  about  Victorian 
realities,  so  Gay's  book  is  essentially 
about  the  liberal  in  extremis  in  Reagan's 
America. 

This  is  a  difficult  work  to  review.  In 
the  first  place,  it  is  incomplete:  the  first 
volume  of  a  series  which  is  going  to  chart 
the  bourgeois  experience.  Although  this 
first  volume  is  ostensibly  about  the  sex- 
ual passions  of  the  Victorians,  love  and 
homosexuality  are  to  be  dealt  with  in  a 
second  volume  (and  hints  of  how  he  is  to 
deal  with  these  do  not  inspire  hope). 

The  second  problem  is  the  comple- 
ment of  this  incompleteness.  Gay  seems 
to  have  decided  to  replay  the  "vast,  in- 
tricate mosaic"  of  the  bourgeois  experi- 
ence by  writing  a  vast,  sprawling  book. 
The  result  is  that  it  is  actually  very  dif- 
ficult to  follow  through  the  lines  of 
argument  buried  in  the  mass  of  detail 
with  which  we  are  supplied.  Yet  para- 
doxically, despite  the  detail,  it  is  not 
really  the  full  experience  of  the  bour- 
geois that  we  are  offered.  There  is  noth- 
ing in  the  book  about  industry,  urbani- 
zation, administration  or  the  quiet  slog 
of  most  people's  lives.  As  in  soap 
operas,  these  are  actions  offstage.  And, 
like  soap  operas,  the  real  interest,  which 
grabs  us  and  keeps  our  attention,  lies  in 
what  Gay  describes  as  the  great  drives  of 
hunger,  aggression  and  sex,  domesticat- 
ed into  stories  of  bedroom  and  peu-lour. 
What  the  book  is  about  is  not  so  much 
the  bourgeois  experience  as  the  bour- 
geois emotional  sensibility,  which  by 
necessity  is  intangible,  difficult  to  dis- 
entangle, impervious  to  ordinary  analy- 
sis. The  effect  is  of  a  historical  impres- 
sionism, and  as  with  some  impressionist- 
ic paintings,  the  surface  effect  is  dazzl- 
ing, but  the  purpose  of  it  all  is  obscure. 

Gay  makes  much  play  with  the  use  of 
Freudian  concepts.  Though  he  rejects 
"psycho-history"  (the  sort  that  tries  to 
explain  the  German  Reformation  by  ref- 
erence to  Martin  Luther's  constipation), 
he  does  want  to  use  the  insights  of  psy- 
choanalysis to  explain  certain  phenom- 
ena. Unfortunately,  the  analyses  are 
usually  tagged  on  as  afterthoughts  rather 
than  integrated  as  an  essential  basis  for 
understanding.  One  of  the  heroines  of 
the  book,  Mable  Todd,  has  an  affair 
with  a  man  her  father's  age.  The  detailed 
unravelling  of  this  relationship  is  grip- 
ping, but  does  it  add  anything  to  be  told 
that  she  is  re-enacting  Oedipal  desires, 
or  to  suggest  that  her  husband's  pleasant 
acquiescence  in  this  liaison  might  be 
because  of  some  repressed  erotic  attrac- 
tion of  his  own  for  the  older  man?  It  is 
certainly  fascinating  that  such  complex 
relationships  existed  then,  even  amongst 
the  most  respectable,  as  they  do  now. 
But  even  more  revealing  about  the  per- 
iod are  the  complex  personal  responses 
of  the  people  involved.  As  Gay  puts  it, 
"there  was  something  intensely  respect- 
able about  Mabel  Todd's  defiance  of 
respectability,"  and  the  impact  of  that 
respectability  was  underlined  in  the  pain 
experienced  by  Mabel's  daughter  at  hav- 
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ing  to  bear  from  an  early  age  the  secret 
of  her  mother's  sexual  unorthodoxy. 

Then,  as  now,  individuals  had  a  variety 
of  desires,  many  of  which  were  acted  out 
in  complex  relations.  Freud's  work  is 
most  useful  in  showing  us  precisely  the 
disruptive  effects  of  desire,  the  instabil- 
ity of  identities,  the  precarious  nature  of 
our  maculinity  and  femininity,  hetero- 
sexuality  and  homosexuality.  The  really 
intriguing  question  about  the  19th  cen- 
tury is  not  the  existence  of  such  desires, 
but  the  nature  of  the  constraints  upon 
them,  the  social,  political,  economic  and 
personal  factors  that  shaped,  limited  or 
repressed  them.  Gay  in  the  end  offers 
few  insights  about  these.  Their  absence 
is  like  Hamlet  without  the  Prince,  and 
no  psychoanalysis  of  spear-carriers  can 
make  up  for  that  lack. 

Despite  its  promise  of  new  revelations 
about  the  Victorian  period,  much  of  the 
narrative  is  curiously  conventional.  The 
account  of  masturbation,  for  instance, 
follows  traditional  explanations.  Even 
the  revelations  about  the  sexual  behavi- 
our of  bourgeois  couples  are  not  new, 
though  more  lavishly  documented  than 
ever  before.  But  this  documentation  is 
the  real  interest  and  achievement  of  the 
book,  for  it  punctures,  finally,  the  myth 
that  the  Victorian  middle  class  was  sex- 
less. The  diaries  that  Gay  draws  on  re- 
verberate with  secret  signs  for  sexual 
congress  or  masturbation.  The  letters 
pulsate  with  passion,  whether  innocent 
or  guilty.  The  prose,  published  and  un- 
published, is  full  of  sexual  innuendo,  in- 
tended or  not.  When  Emily  Lutyens 
wrote  to  her  husband  Edward,  "I  love 
you  so  much  I  want  more  of  you  —  not 
your  body  but  your  soul,  your  intellect, 
something  big  to  take  hold  of  and 
share....",  it  is  not  difficult  to  guess 
what  her  unconscious  saw  in  "the  soul." 

But  to  say  that  the  Victorians  were  as 
passionately  sexual  as  we  are  today  is  not 
to  say  very  much.  The  real  difficulty  lies 
in  understanding  the  forms  through 
which  that  sexuality  could  be  expressed. 
Language  is  central  to  sexuahty,  for 
through  language  our  inchoate  feelings 
become  meaningful  and  open  to  realiza- 
tion. What  can  we  make  of  an  age  which 
incited  sexuality  as  never  before,  but 
found  it  difficult  to  talk  about  it  explicit- 
ly, that  produced  a  flourishing  public 
sensuality,  but  remained  verbally  dis- 
creet? The  sexologist  Havelock  Ellis 
could  not  have  been  alone  in  seeing  his 
mother  urinate  in  the  park.  Prostitutes 
walked  the  streets  openly  in  the  larger 
cities.  Mothers  openly  suckled  their 
children  in  public.  This  was  the  age  that 
began  vigorously  to  police  obscenity, 
tightened  the  screws  on  unorthodox  sex- 
ualities,  closed  brothels  and  encouraged 
moral  crusades.  It  was  the  era  which 
made  it  impossible  to  speak  privately  on 
what  was  done  publicly,  or  verbalize 
openly  what  was  done  in  private.  W  E 
Gladstone  recorded  how  he  continuous- 
ly helped  his  wife  to  produce  milk  for 
their  umpteen  children  by  rubbing  her 
breasts.  But  he  could  not  bring  himself 
to  use  the  word  "breasts"  even  in  his 
diary.  David  Todd  was  present  at  his 
wife's  confinement,  but  primly  refers  in 
a  diary  to  her  milk  as  "a  very  abundant 
supply  of  support."  As  Whitman  re- 
marked, "the  dirtiest  book  in  the  world 
is  the  Expurgated  book"  —  but  expur- 
gations, bowdlerizations,  censorship 
and  verbal  discretion  were  the  norms  of 
the  bourgeois  century. 

Even  more  devastating  were  the  ef- 
fects of  verbal  discretion  and  the  cult  of 
privacy  upon  emotional  and  sexual  rela- 
tions. Men  and  women  came  to  the  mar- 
riage bed  as  social  strangers,  almost 
separate  types  of  being.  Many  members 
of  the  bourgeosie,  no  doubt,  had  happy 


sexual  lives;  many  others  were  dominat- 
ed by  a  fear  and  anxiety  bred  of  ignor- 
ance. As  Gay  vividly  puts  it,  "road  maps 
to  orgasm  were  hard  to  come  by  in  a 
bourgeois  century."  Individutils  advanced 
to  the  marriage  ordeal  in  fear  and  trem- 
bling: Effie  Gray  (whose  previous  mar- 
riage to  John  Ruskin  had  been  annulled 
as  non-consummated)  noted  that  her  sec- 
ond husband,  John  Millais,  "cried  dread- 
fully" on  his  marriage  day,  "said  he  did 
not  know  what  he  had  got  through  it,  felt 
wretched."  With  more  justice,  perhaps, 
one  poor  girl  told  the  Goncourt  brothers, 
"I'm  afraid,  I'm  afraid,  I'd  like  to  have 
myself  chloroformed .' ' 

Both  men  and  women  suffered  from 
this  terror,  but  women  were  the  major 
victims.  There  is  little  doubt  that  women 
were  potentially  as  fully  sexual  beings 
then  as  they  are  today,  but  the  possibil- 
ities of  sexual  pleasure  were  often  limited 
and  sexual  choice  was  restrained  by  re- 
spectable conventions  and  social  restric- 
tions. Women  were  the  great  unknown 
for  most  men  —  the  "Problematic  Sex" 
—  and  Gay  sharply  demonstrates  the  ef- 
fects of  this  on  the  Victorian  imagination. 
Metaphors  of  castration  abound  in  the  lit- 


erature, and  the  myth  of  female  sexless- 
ness,  assiduously  propagated  by  a  host  of 
medical  men  and  propagcmdists,  can  be 
seen  as  one  response  to  the  fear  of  fem- 
ininity. Many  oppositional  currents, 
amongst  doctors  and  amongst  women, 
challenged  these  ideas.  Even  more  cruci- 
ally, women  found  their  own  all-female 
support  networks  smd  emotional  satisfac- 
tions in  relationships  with  one  another. 
But  the  myth  of  female  sexlessness  and 
passivity  was  powerful  and  persistent, 
producing  guilt  and  inducing  anxiety  and 
a  sense  of  inadequacy,  and  has  left  its 
mark  to  the  present. 

So  the  Victorian  reality  is  one  of  re- 
striction as  well  as  of  opportunity,  preju- 
dice as  well  as  passion,  repression  as  well 
as  sexual  expression.  Many  of  the  con- 
tours of  this  sexual  regime  have  changed 
over  the  past  hundred  years.  Verbal 
discretion  is  less  marked,  the  private  has 
become  an  arena  for  public  debate,  and 
the  personal  has  become  political.  But 
many  of  the  great  divides  demarcated 
sharply  in  the  19th  century  remain,  and 
the  categories  of  normality  and  abnor- 
mality that  we  all  inhabit  took  on  their 
contemporary  resonance  in  the  Victorian 


period.  Gay's  book  is  at  its  strongest 
when  it  emphasizes  these  continuities  be- 
tween yesterday  and  today.  The  problem 
is  that  Gay  remains  trapped  within  the 
dilemma  he  reveals.  The  story  of  the 
book  is  of  how  the  bourgeosie  tried  to 
control  its  urges  and  the  inevitable 
sacrifices  they  made  in  an  age  of  turmoil 
and  change,  the  price  they  paid  for  "civil- 
ization." But  there  is  nothing  inevitable 
about  sexual  codes,  about  the  hypocrisies 
forced  on  people  by  socially  constructed 
norms,  about  the  denials  enforced  by 
canons  of  respectability,  or  about  the 
repressions  of  desire  in  the  face  of  duty. 
We  need  to  know  why,  as  well  as  how,  all 
this  happened,  and  how  it  can  unhappen. 

Gay's  book  is  a  tribute  to  the  liberal 
conscience  in  an  age  of  anxiety;  but  it 
leaves  open  the  question  of  when  Queen 
Victoria  will  finally  die.D 
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Writing  from  the  heart  with  a  dose  of  rage 


The  Color  Purple  by  Alice  Walker.  Washington 
Square  Press,  New  York. 
In  Search  of  Our  Mothers'  Gardens:  Womanist 
Prose  by  Alice  Walker.  Harcourt  Brace 
Jovanovich,  New  York. 

Alice  Walker  has  the  ability  to  create 
characters  so  distinct  and  visual  that 
they  almost  cease  to  be  fictional  —  they 
become  so  real  you  can  nearly  touch 
them.  In  her  1982  novel.  The  Color 
Purple,  Walker  has  her  characters  tell 
their  personal  stories  in  the  form  of  let- 
ters —  usually  a  difficult  prose  style  in 
which  to  convey  action,  dialogue  and  the 
immediacy  of  characterization,  but  one 
in  which  she  manages  to  create  life  scen- 
arios that  are  totally  believable.  You 
begin  to  wonder  if  these  letters  really  are 
fiction. 

When  we  first  meet  Celie,  Walker's 
main  character,  she  is  writing  her  first 
letter  to  God.  Fourteen  years  old,  she 
has  just  been  raped  by  her  "Pa."  He  has 
advised  her  to  "...better  not  never  tell 
nobody  but  God...  (and)  you  better  shut 
up  and  get  used  to  it."  During  the  course 


of  his  continuous  assaults,  she  will  bear 
him  two  children.  He  takes  them  both 
from  her,  and  Celie  assumes  he  has 
killed  them.  Her  father's  eye  soon  turns 
to  her  younger  sister  Nettie,  whom  Celie 
tells  to  escape  while  she  still  can.  Celie  is 
then  given,  like  an  animal  for  sale,  into 

marriage  with  "Mr ,"  who  beats 

her,  mounts  her  and  keeps  her  in  contin- 
ual toil  minding  his  home,  his  children 
and  working  his  farm.  She  is  the  slave; 
he  is  the  master.  Two  things  alone  keep 
her  spirit  alive:  her  letters  to  God  and  a 
picture  she  keeps  of  Mr 's  mis- 
tress, Shug  Avery.  "An  all  night  long  I 
stare  at  it.  An  now  when  I  dream,  I 
dream  of  Shug  Avery.  She  be  dressed  to 
kill,  whirling  and  laughing." 

It  is  through  her  friendship  with  and 
love  for  Shug  that  Celie  begins  to  attain 
her  sense  of  self-worth  as  a  black  and  as 
a  woman.  But  her  road  to  independence, 
which  comprises  the  plot  of  the  book 
and  is  not  without  its  twists  and  sub- 
plots, is  a  long  and  hard  one. 

The  Color  Purple  is  not  the  classic  les- 
bian love  story  that  many  of  us  might 
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want  it  to  be.  While  it  is  fairly  clear  that 
Celie  has  no  interest  in  men.  Walker 
never  refers  either  to  her  or  to  her  rela- 
tionship with  Shug  as  lesbian,  or  in  any 
way  homoerotic.  But  I  do  not  think 
Walker  can  be  criticized  for  not  doing 
something  which,  I  believe,  she  was  not 
trying  to  do  in  the  first  place  —  that  is, 
make  the  sexual  link  between  the  two 
women  the  main  focus  of  the  story. 
What  she  does  do,  and  without  ques- 
tion, is  cast  the  love  of  the  women  for 
each  other  and  their  ability  to  form  emo- 
tional bonds  of  mutual  support  and  car- 
ing (which  go  beyond  simple  sexual  in- 
terest) as  instrumental  to  their  survival 
as  women. 

But  the  book  is  even  more  than  that. 
While  it  addresses  the  relationships  be- 
tween women  and  men,  blacks  and 
blacks,  and  blacks  and  whites,  it  is  also 
about  faith  and  the  personal  strength 
that  can  be  derived  from  a  form  of  belief 
that  goes  beyond  religious  definition. 
Quite  apart  from  her  love  for  Shug, 
Celie  was  able  to  withstand  all  the  cruel- 
ties done  to  her  through  her  deep  belief 
in  the  natural  goodness  of  God.  Then 
one  day,  all  that  she  has  known  to  be 
true  is  revealed  to  her  as  false.  She  loses 
her  faith.  "Anyhow,  I  say,  the  God  I 
been  writing  to  and  praying  to  is  a  man. 
And  act  just  like  all  the  other  mens  I 
know.  Trifling,  forgitful  and  lowdown. 
...  If  he  ever  listened  to  poor  colored 
women  the  world  would  be  a  different 
place,  I  can  tell  you." 

But  Shug  sits  Celie  down  and  tells  her 
that  the  first  thing  she  must  do  is  realize 
that  God  is  neither  white  nor  black,  and 
neither  a  man  nor  a  woman,  but  that 
God  is  everything  —  the  trees,  the  air, 
the  color  purple  in  a  field,  life  itself. 
"Man  corrupt  everything,  say  Shug.  He 
on  your  box  of  grits,  in  your  head,  and 
all  over  the  radio.  He  try  to  make  you 
think  he  everywhere.  Soon  as  you  think 
he  everywhere,  you  think  he  is  God.  But 
he  ain't.  Whenever  you  trying  to  pray, 
and  man  plops  himself  on  the  other  end 
of  it,  tell  him  to  git  lost,  say  Shug.  Con- 
jure up  flowers,  wind,  water,  a  big 
rock." 

But:  "Every  time  I  conjure  up  a  rock, 
I  throw  it."  For  Celie,  her  developing 
awareness  that  men  are  not  omnipotent 
helps  set  her  more  steadily  on  the  road  to 


her  own  independence. 

In  Search  of  Our  Mothers'  Gardens  is 
a  collection  of  thirty-six  non-fiction 
pieces  written  by  Alice  Walker  between 
1967  and  1983.  It  represents  her  opinions 
of  such  varied  topics  as  the  civil  rights 
movement,  Cuba,  Martin  Luther  King, 
children,  nuclear  war  and  feminism,  to 
name  only  a  few.  But  in  one  way  or 
another,  whether  in  an  essay,  a  speech  or 
a  review.  Walker  is  sure  to  include  her 
reflections  on  black  women  in  relation 
to  each  other,  to  their  mothers,  to  black 
men,  to  their  families  and  to  the  world  at 
large.  And  she  remains  fiercely  dedicat- 
ed to  the  power,  spirit  and  cause  of 
black  women.  Her  comments  through- 
out are  intimate,  intense  and  direct,  and 
are  bound  occasionjilly  to  make  us  un- 
comfortable whether  we  are  black  or 
white,  male  or  female. 

Whether  she  is  raging  at  white  preju- 
dice or  expressing  her  sense  of  betrayal 
when  black  black  women  are  rejected  in 
favour  of  their  Ughter-skinned  sisters. 
Walker  is  unquestionably  a  gifted  writer 
capable  of  powerful  characterization 
and  vivid  descriptive  narrative.  She 
writes  very  much  from  the  heart,  and  I 
like  her  best  of  all  when  she  is  relating 
personal  anecdotes.  For  example,  she 
describes  the  almost  mystical  experience 
in  writing  The  Color  Purple  of  the 
book's  characters  coming  into  her  mind 
and  speaking  out  to  her  as  if  they  were 
live  physical  beings.  Or,  in  "Looking  for 
Zora,"  she  relates  her  very  moving  but 
often  quite  hilarious  search  for  the  grave 
of  black  writer  Zora  Neale  Hurston  in 
the  tall,  snake-infested  grass  of  a  run- 
down Florida  cemetery.  In  the  most  des- 
pairing of  situations,  Walker  is  able  to 
find  some  humour,  and  thus  turn  things 
around  from  negative  to  positive. 

But  I  also  like  Walker  when  she  is 
angry,  and  she  is  often  angry  —  at 
whites  and  at  blacks.  Read,  for  instance, 
"If  the  Present  Looks  Like  the  Past, 
What  Does  the  Future  Look  Like?"  or 
"From  an  Interview"  for  her  thoughts 
on  "colorism,"  the  prejudicial  or  prefer- 
ential treatment  of  same-race  people 
based  solely  on  the  colour  of  their  skin. 

The  only  issue  Walker  is  not  all  that 
clear  on  is  lesbianism.  In  "Breaking 
Chains  and  Encouraging  Life,"  her 
review  of  Conditions:  Five,  the  Black 
Women 's  Issue  written  for  Ms  in  1980, 
she  states:  "...perhaps  black  women  wri- 
ters and  nonwriters  should  say,  simply, 
whenever  black  lesbians  are  being  put 
down,  held  up,  messed  over,  and  gener- 
ally told  their  lives  should  not  be  encour- 
aged, We  are  all  lesbians.  For  surely  it  is 
better  to  be  thought  a  lesbian,  and  to  say 
and  write  your  life  exactly  as  you  exper- 
ience it,  than  to  be  a  token  "pet"  black 
woman  for  those  whose  contempt  for 
our  autonomous  existence  makes  them  a 
menace  to  human  hfe."  However,  in  a 
review  of  "Gifts  of  Power:  The  Writings 
of  Rebecca  Jackson  (1795-1871)"  for 
Black  Scholar  in  1981,  she  writes,  "The 
word  'lesbian'  may  not,  in  any  case,  be 
suitable  (or  comfortable)  for  black 
women,  who  surely  would  have  begun 
their  woman-bonding  earlier  than 
Sappho's  residency  on  the  Isle  of 
Lesbos.  ...My  own  term  for  such  women 
would  be  'womanist.'  ...A  word  that 
said  more  than  that  they  chose  women 
overmen.  ...In  fact,  to  be  consistent 
with  black  cultural  values...  it  would 
have  to  be  a  word  that  affirmed  connect- 
edness to  the  entire  community  and  the 
world,  rather  than  separation,  regardless 
of  who  worked  and  slept  with  whom." 

Unless  I  am  grossly  mistaken.  Walker 
seems  to  be  watering  down  the  political 
significance  of  same-sex  relationships  by 
denying  Iheir  capacity  to  attract  discrim- 
ination. Frankly,  I'm  not  sure  that  call- 


ing same-sex  relationships  by  another 
name  makes  it  any  easier  for  women  of 
any  colour  living  in  a  sexist,  heterosexist 
and  racist  society.  While  1  understand 
Walker's  questioning  of  the  validity  of  a 
name  drawn  from  white  women's  exper- 
ience, one  could  also  ask  about  the  val- 
idity of  a  heterosexual  woman  defining 
the  experience  of  a  non-heterosexual 
woman. 

But  Walker  has  not  compiled  this  col- 
lection for  the  enlightenment  of  white 
women  like  myself.  This  book  is  for 


black  women  and  other  women  of  col- 
our, and  because  of  that  I  am  not  sure 
that  my  comments  can  be  considered 
representative  of  those  that  might  come 
for  the  book's  intended  audience.  I'd 
appreciate  knowing  how  In  Search  of 
Our  Mothers'  Gardens  might  be  re- 
viewed by  a  woman  of  colour. 

Although  we  all  experience  sexism, 
heterosexism,  racism  and  colourism  in 
varying  degrees,  the  common  root  is  still 
oppression,  the  power  of  one  group  over 
another.  We  as  lesbians  and  gay  men 


know  a  great  deal  about  heterosexual 
oppression.  1  do  not  think  we  know 
enough  about  the  oppression  of  racism 
and  colourism,  or  how  these  two  forces 
can  affect  us  individually  and  collective- 
ly. Walker's  books  are  a  good  start.  Her 
chauvinism  and  her  anger  are  like  a 
breath  of  fresh  air  —  healthy  and 
encouraging.  Heather  Ramsay  D 

Heather  Ramsay  is  a  founding  member  of  the 
collective  producing  the  new  Canadian  gay 
and  lesbian  publication,  Rites. 


Slippery  speculations  on  a  life  saved  for  art 


Barnes  in  a  photo  by  Bemice  Abbott:  a  typewriter  and  a  laundry  basket  full  of  notes 


Djuna:  The  Life  and  Times  of  Djuna  Barnes, 

by  Andrew  Field.  Putnam  (Stoddart  in 
Canada),  $23.95 

Djuna  Barnes  called  herself  the  world's 
most  famous  unknown  writer.  Night- 
wood,  the  novel  most  of  us  think  of 
when  we  hear  her  name,  though  highly 
praised  by  the  likes  of  T  S  EHot,  James 
Joyce,  Dylan  Thomas,  has  not  been 
widely  read,  and  her  other  work  is  al- 
most unknown.  She  wrote  poems,  stor- 
ies, short  plays,  first  novel  Ryder.  The 
Antiphon,  a  verse  play  she  thought  her 
best  work,  was  also  praised  by  Edwin 
Muir,  Nemerov,  Eberhart,  Dag  Ham- 
marskjold.  Andrew  Field  ponders  "the 
perverse  mechanism  of  fame  that  can 
have  an  artist  be  honored  as  she  has  been 
by  her  great  fellow  artists"  and  still  be  so 
little  known.  He  looks,  for  part  answer, 
to  her  own  behaviour.  "She  obdurately 
saved  her  life  for  the  secrecy  of  her  art." 

What  he  has  in  mind  is  her  early  life, 
about  which  he  must,  in  the  main,  spec- 
ulate. Though  he  talked  with  Barnes  in 
her  old  age,  she  claimed  to  have  a  very 
bad  memory.  It  is  from  her  work  that  he 
reads  the  importance  of  her  singular, 
terrible  childhood  and  youth.  She  hated 
her  father,  was  angry  with  her  mother, 
felt  the  weight  of  a  dominant  grand- 
mother all  the  more  because  she  never 
even  went  to  school  except  for  a  few 
months  at  an  art  school  in  New  York 
shortly  before  she  went  to  Greenwich 
Village.  By  the  time  she  was  twenty-one, 
she  was  working  as  a  freelance  journalist 
and  artist. 

In  the  legendary  Village  of  pre-World- 
War-One  days,  she  knew  Edna  Si  Vin- 
cent Millay,  Eugene  O'Neill,  Edmund 
Wilson,  Frank  Harris,  as  well  as  charac- 


ters like  the  Baronin  Elsa  von  Freytag- 
Loringhoven,  who  shaved  and  shellacked 
her  head,  stuck  pink  postage  stamps  on 
her  cheeks,  decked  herself  out  in  old  tin 
tea  balls,  feathers  and  spoons.  Barnes, 
who  was  tall,  angular,  red-headed, 
swished  about  in  a  black  cape.  Though 
she  said  that  she  felt  naive  and  timid 
when  she  was  first  in  New  York,  she 
seemed  dashing,  intensely  modern.  She 
knew  Margaret  Anderson  and  Jane 
Heap,  published  stories  in  their  Little 
Review,  but  mistrusted  their  life,  their 
talk.  "Her  terrible  defensive  pride  and 
haughtiness,"  Field  thinks,  "precluded 
any  real  warmth  and  partisanship  on  her 
behalf."  She  worked  hard,  was  part  of 
the  local  scene,  had  affairs  with  women 
and  men,  was  perhaps  married,  but  no 
account  of  those  days  gives  much  real  in- 
sight into  her  living.  The  glimpses  one 
catches  of  her  in  the  memoirs  of  that 
period  or,  after  the  war,  in  Paris,  Berlin, 
England,  are  "brief  and  unreveahng," 
the  critic  Joseph  Frank  writes  in  The 
Widening  Gyre.  She  knew  Eliot  and 
Joyce,  whose  work  mattered  enormous- 
ly to  her,  met  Gertrude  Stein,  Heming- 
way, made  real  if  difficult  friendships 
with  Janet  Planner,  Peggy  Guggenheim, 
Natalie  Barney  —  who  called  her 
"upright,  unsullied,  unpolished....  She 
is  capable  of  great  friendships  and  limits 
them  to  two  or  three  people  in  who.se 
company  she  is  endlessly  and  with  w  hom 
she  sometimes  even  forgets  her  fear  of 
there.st  of  creation." 

Her  most  intense  relationship  was 
with  the  artist  Thclma  Wood.  They  lived 
together,  siormily,  for  almost  ten  years, 
at  ihc  end  of  which  Barnes  wrote  Night- 
wood.  "The  passion,  and  the  introspec- 
tion, and  the  revenge  of  Nightwood 


freed  her  surprisingly  quickly  from  her 
love,"  Field  writes,  and  quotes  Barnes  as 
saying  "I'm  not  a  lesbian.  I  just  loved 
Thelma."  His  sense  is  that  her  mind 
"could  now  range  back  with  its  former 
intensity. . .  to  the  story  of  her  childhood 
and  family,"  material  she  had  used  in 
her  first  novel  and  would  use  again  in 
The  Antiphon  and  in  the  cantos  she  was 
still  working  on  when  she  died.  After  her 
return  to  New  York  in  1939  she  lived  not 
only  alone  but  in  an  extraordinary  and 
chosen  isolation.  She  corresponded  with 
Eliot,  with  Muir,  saw  each  very  occa- 
sionally, and  Marianne  Moore,  and  Dag 
Hammarskjold,  but  for  more  than  forty 
years  she  lived  pretty  much  in  silence  in- 
tensified by  her  typewriter,  a  laundry 
basket  full  of  notes,  and  the  Oxford 
English  Dictionary. 

A  hard  subject  for  a  biography,  the 
harder  because,  especially  in  Ryder  and 
The  Antiphon,  she  intended  to  conceal, 
"thought  she  had  concealed,"  as  she 
wrote  Muir,  sources  of  imagery  and 
theme.  Which  may  explain  but  doesn't 
diminish  the  unsatisfactoriness  of  Field's 
book.  If  you're  trying  to  illuminate  the 
life  of  a  woman  who  has  chosen  to  con- 
ceal everything  except  what  she  has 
made  of  it  (and,  to  do  him  justice, 
Andrew  Field  wants,  by  illuminating,  to 
make  her  work  more  accessible)  you 
have  to  play  fair.  You  should  not  blur 
the  hnes  between  the  little  you  can  docu- 
ment and  the  much,  based  on  some  evi- 
dence or  persuasive  intuition,  you  must 
guess.  Field's  handling  of  quotation,  its 
odd  typography,  seems  tricky.  Some 
passages  followed  by  "she  said"  are  in 
itaUcs.  Others,  presented  as  if  they  were 
direct  quotes,  are  inserted  in  regular  type 
but  after  a  dash.  Breathless  prose.  There 
are  no  quotation  marks,  so  one  can't  tell 
where  the  ostensible  quote  (the  voice  of 
the  other)  stops  and  the  author  resumes. 
Which  is  datum,  which  is  interpretation? 
The  unnecessary  mystification,  the 
fragmentary  comments,  many  of  them 
simply  smarty,  trivial-seeming  gossip, 
passages  that  read  like  mere  name- 
dropping,  make  this  account  seem  more 
slippery,  more  overblown  than  the  sub- 
ject warrants. 

I  found  myself,  in  defence  of  Djuna 
Barnes,  rereading  Nightwood,  the 
stories.  There  are  two  brief  introductory 
passages  of  false  starts:  the  story  could 
be  told  this  way,  or  it  could  be  told  that 
way.  The  main  movement  of  the  book  is 
a  circling  back,  after  the  expatriate 
years,  to  whatever  happened  in  Barnes's 
early  life.  It's  difficult  material,  not  only 
becau.se  of  "the  secrecy  of  her  art,"  but 
because  the  vision  has  to  do  with  the 
power  of  bestiality,  with  violence  and 
death. 

The  vitality  is  in  the  language,  and  it  is 
that  that  the  poets,  her  contemporaries, 
celebrated.  Helen Sonlhoff    : 

It'nii'r  Helen  Sonlhoff  lives  on  Caliano 
Island  in  British  Columbia. 
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Charting  the  course 
that  killed  Gay  News 

Title  Fight:  The  Battle  tor  Gay  News  by 

Gillian  Hanscombe  and  Andrew  Lumsden. 
Brilliance  Books,  London.  $13.95 

When  you  come  out  as  a  gay  journalist, 
you  think  you're  the  only  one,  that  no 
one  understands  why  you  work  for 
almost  no  pay  and  ruin  your  resume. 
That's  why  my  first  reaction  to  Title 
Fight  was:  "How  wonderful,  but  only 
other  journalists  will  want  to  read  it." 

Gay  journalists  have  some  peculiari- 
ties due  to  our  neurotic  compulsion  to 
come  out  every  week  (or  every  fort- 
night), but  our  experience  is  merely  an 
extreme  example  of  lesbians  and  gay 
men  struggling  for  a  voice  in  a  hostile 
world. 

England's  Gay  News  was  a  gender- 
mixed  endeavour,  attempting  to  appeal 
to  a  broad  range  of  views,  and  struggling 
to  balance  politics  and  financial  survi- 
val. Title  Fight  is  the  story  of  its  demise, 
and  begins  at  the  end  of  Denis  Lemon's 
ten-year  proprietorship  of  the  paper. 
Alternately  admired  and  despised  by 
both  the  Gay  News  staff  and  members 
of  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 
Lemon,  it  was  widely  perceived,  had 
become  a  straining  influence.  The  paper 
had  been  born  out  of  a  political  meeting 
in  1971  (the  original  idea  is  attributed  to 
Andrew  Lumsden,  who  went  on  to  other 
things  before  the  first  issue  saw  the  Hght 
of  day,  only  to  return  ten  years  later  to 
serve  as  the  final  editor).  In  what  began 
as  a  collective  operation,  at  least  in 
name.  Lemon  soon  became  the  editor 
and  then,  through  a  series  of  stock  man- 
ipulations rather  than  by  actually  "buy- 
ing" it,  the  owner  of  Gay  News. 

Denis  left  by  arranging  to  sell  the 
paper  to  Robert  Palmer,  its  business 
manager.  I  won't  explain  the  intricacies 
of  this  transaction,  since  the  ethical  and 
political  issues  raised  in  the  book  hinge 
on  how  the  deal  was  made,  hidden,  and 
slowly  disclosed.  Lemon  stood  to  gain 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars, 
which  some  people  felt  he  deserved  after 
his  ten  years  of  labour.  Others,  however, 
felt  that  Gay  News  was  only  held  in  trust 
for  the  gay  community,  and  that  no  in- 
dividual should  profit  from  its  success. 
But  Robert  Palmer  arranged  to  pay 
Lemon  somewhere  around  £100,000  for 
the  paper.  He  had  no  capital  of  his  own; 
through  various  legal  maneuvres,  he 
borrowed  on  the  anticipated  future  prof- 
its of  Gay  News,  but  at  a  level  so  wildly 
out  of  proportion  to  the  real  receipts 
that  payments  soon  drove  a  financially 
viable  newspaper  to  the  edge  of 
bankruptcy. 

The  political  accusations  that  fiew 
before  it  became  clear  that  the  paper's 
financial  problems  were  due  to  its  legal 
entanglements  are  some  of  the  dirtiest 
laundry  ever  displayed.  Early  on,  Denis 
Lemon  and  his  close  friends  on  staff 
began  implying  that  Gay  News  had  been 
taken  over  by  radicals  (if  only  we  were  so 
organized!).  Like  much  of  British  indus- 
try, the  paper  was  unionized,  but  it  was 
only  near  the  bitter  end  that  the  parents 
of  chapel  (shop  stewards)  actually 
moved  to  enforce  union  rule. 

Yet  other  segments  of  the  community 
claimed  that  the  paper  was  too  dreary 
and  highbrow,  and  that  young  people 
just  coming  out  in  "the  scene"  were 
turned  off.  To  some,  this  reinforced  the 
idea  that  old-line  radicals  disdained 
those  who  did  not  remain  (or  weren't 
already)  zealously  committed  to  the 
original  tenets  of  liberation.  For  others. 


Lumsden,  Palmer:  Robert  cuts  the  budget 

this  merely  posed  the  question  of  how  to 
politicize  people  who  weren't  around 
when  the  original  sparks  ignited  gay  con- 
sciousness. How  do  you  weld  so  many 
different  experiences  into  a  collective 
lesbian  and  gay  identity? 

And,  of  course,  the  women  on  staff, 
who  had  formed  an  internal  "Vis  Les" 
collective  to  replace  the  defunct,  long- 
time lesbian  magazine  Sappho  with  a 
"Visible  Lesbian"  spread  in  Gay  News, 
fell  prey  to  the  hue  and  cry  that  "the  les- 
bians have  taken  over."  Sexism  was  ex- 
pressed directly  over  content  ("Men 
don't  want  to  read  about  lesbians")  and 
indirectly  over  process  ("What  are  those 
women  doing  in  their  collective  meet- 
ings?"). It  is  to  the  credit  of  everyone  on 
the  paper  that  the  men  and  women  final- 
ly fought  it  out  to  a  compromise.  Some 
men  were  extremely  enthusiastic  and 
wanted  to  form  their  own  collective,  or 
even  collectivize  the  whole  operation. 
Others  would  not  back  off  their  more 
negative  views  until  the  "Visible  Les- 
bian" pages  proved  to  be  a  financial 
success. 

In  the  end,  despite  a  concerted  effort 
by  its  dwindling  staff  and  members  of 
the  community  to  buy  the  paper  in  trust 
and  set  it  up  as  a  non-profit  operation. 
Gay  News  finally  collapsed,  and  its 
name  was  sold  to  yet  another  private 
owner.  The  New  Gay  News  is  an  upscale 
magazine  trying  to  compete  with  the 
glossy  male  skin  mags.  The  staff  went  on 
to  other  things;  some  stayed  in  lesbian 
and  gay  media,  while  others  wish  never 
to  see  another  gay  paper  again. 

Title  Fight  is  about  these  dedicated, 
poorly  paid  journalists,  whose  political, 
social  and  personal  diversity  blended 
together  into  pride  in  the  total  product. 
The  narrative  is  compulsively  linear, 
mulling  over  events  in  chronological  se- 
quence, filling  in  past  history  with  effi- 
cient, sporadic  passages,  presaging  them 
only  when  necessary  to  alert  the  reader 
to  a  seemingly  trivial  event  that  will  later 
become  pivotal.  Structuring  the  book 
like  a  "true  crime"  novel,  the  narrative 
voice  strives  toward  neutrality  —  per- 
haps because  authors  Andrew  Lumsden 
and  Gillian  Hanscombe  were  themselves 
major  players,  far  from  neutral  in  the 
course  of  events.  But  newspaper  histo- 
ries and  autobiographies  often  have  this 
texture,  as  if  journalists,  after  years  of 
bylining  balanced  stories  about  other 
people,  are  embarrassed  to  tell  their 
own.  Awash  in  a  sea  of  subjectivity,  they 
cling  to  their  "facts"  by  rehashing  every 
detail. 

The  real  stories  of  lesbian  and  gay 
lives  are  similarly  self-conscious  and 
awkward.  For  so  long,  we  have  compen- 
sated for  our  invisibility  with  fiamboy- 
ance.  Camp,  theatre  and  drag  are  ways 
of  telling  our  stories  under  the  guise  of 
telling  someone  else's.  With  the  media's 


discovery  of  lesbian  and  gay  liberation, 
we're  a  little  embarrassed  to  get  atten- 
tion (even  if  much  of  it  is  negative).  It's 
hard  to  accept  that  anyone  wants  to  talk 
to  us,  although  ultimately  we  realize  that 
the  straight  world  still  prefers  us  as 
entertaining  caricatures  that  reinforce 
their  belief  in  their  own  "normality." 

Title  Fight  is  a  lens  on  the  lesbian  and 
gay  community,  a  story  of  one  attempt 
to  find,  out  of  diversity,  a  collective 
voice  of  our  own.  Rather  than  casting 
good  guys  and  bad  guys,  it  shows  the 
whole  sequence  of  little  decisions  that 
led,  in  the  end,  to  disaster.  Title  Fight 
does  not  provide  profound  insights  into 
the  meaning  of  lesbian  and  gay  libera- 
tion; rather,  it  formulates  the  questions 
we  must  face  about  how  we  organize 
ourselves  as  we  move  into  our  third 
decade.  Cindy  PattonD 

Cindy  Pat  ton  is  a  former  managing  editor  of 
Boston 's  Gay  Community  News. 

Revisionist  Western 

The  Place  of  Dead  Roads  by  William  8  Bur- 
roughs. Holt,  Rinehart&  Winston,  $21.50 

Bill  Burroughs  is  celebrating  1984  with  a 
new  book,  his  seventieth  birthday  and 
(unless  it's  my  imagination)  increased 
public  presence.  There's  Howard  Brook- 
ner's  film  on  Burroughs.  His  Master's 
Voice  can  be  heard  grumbling  on  one 
track  of  Mister  Heartbreak,  Laurie 
Anderson's  new  album.  The  Place  of 
Dead  Roads,  best  left  loosely  described 
as  a  revisionist  Western,  is  on  vinyl,  too; 
Burroughs  has  been  doing  lots  of  read- 
ings during  the  past  three  years.  So,  par- 
ticularly if  you  live  in  New  York,  you 
can  find  one  track  of  this  novel  on  Life 
is  a  Killer  and  four  more  on  You  're  the 
Guy  I  Want  to  Share  My  Money  With  — 
the  latter  a  double  LP  shared  with 
Anderson  and  John  Giorno  (both  cour- 
tesy of  Giorno  Poetry  Systems).  One 
wonders  if  a  Dead  Roads  video  game 
will  be  next. 

Not  a  bad  idea,  mind  you.  There  are 
acres  of  boring  video  games  and  books 
around,  and  The  Place  of  Dead  Roads  is 
sly,  lively  reading.  It  shares  with  Richard 
Brautigan's  The  Hawkline  Monster  an 
audacity  in  satirizing  and  looking  deep 
into  the  mythos  of  19th-century  Wild 
West  Americana.  But  Burroughs's  tone 
is  more  violent,  comic,  nihilistic,  given 
to  dark  questionings  and  frequent  lateral 
transgressions  of  the  plot  —  usually  for 
time  travel;  for  intrusive  chat  about 
some  topic  from  the  future  or  from 
another  culture  that  echoes  inside  the 
present;  or  for  a  passage  of  lean,  low- 
keyed  uh  lyricism: 

Kim  loved  Paris  at  first  sight...  the  out- 
door urinals,  the  flower  stalls  and  markets 

Homosexual  cowboys?  Historical  photo  used 
as  dustjacket  for  The  Place  of  Dead  Roads 
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and  cobblestone  streets,  the  lovely  gun 
stores  full  of  sword  canes  and  sword  pis- 
tols and  fountain-pen  guns,  the  well- 
stocked  pharmacies,  French  boys  with 
gamin  grins,  a  three-foot  baguette  under 
one  arm ....  An  old  man  peddles  by  on  a 
bicycle,  a  lobster  gesticulating  frantically 
from  his  handle  basket....  It's  like  a  paint- 
ing that  moves. 

This  is  not  exactly  standard  Burroughs. 
His  famed  cut-up  writing  style,  tonal 
schizophrenias,  minimally  punctuated 
prose  blocks,  lack  of  time-frame  or  loca- 
tion or  central  character  —  all  are  pretty 
much  muted  here.  This  book  begins  with 
a  map  and  a  newspaper  report. 

Why?  Two  big  reasons.  One  —  a  West- 
ern immediately  invokes  a  sense  of  time 
and  place.  Even  though  Burroughs  uses 
his  homosexual  cowboys  as  outlaws  on 
point,  scouts  riding  into  the  dark  bad- 
lands of  American  imagination;  even 
though  time  travel  is  involved,  the  book 
is  identifiably  set,  in  1890  Colorado, 
1910  New  York,  1980  Venus...  mind  you, 
satirizing  the  conventions  of  time /place 
is  frequently  the  pui<pose  of  having  them 
there: 

As  soon  as  Kim  walks  through  the 
swinging  door,  he  knows  this  is  it.  Two 
men  at  the  bar  by  the  door...  They  fan  out, 
blocking  the  door.  Loose-Lips  smiles, 
showing  his  awful  yellow  teeth. 

"Now  I  don't  like  drinkin'  in  the  same 
room  with  a  fairy  —  do  you,  Clem?" 

"Can't  say  as  I  do,  Cash." 

They  want  to  bat  it  around  for  a  while. 
Kim  doesn't. 

"I  don't  want  any  trouble  with  you  gen- 
tlemen... let  me  buy  you  a  drink." 

Kim  is  still  talking  as  his  hand  sweeps 
down  to  his  belt  and  up,  smooth  and  cas- 
ual, as  if  he  is  handing  Clem  a  visiting 
card,  and  shoots  him  in  the  stomach.  Clem 
doubles  forward  and  his  false  teeth  fly 
out,  snapping  in  the  air.... 

Meet  reason  two  —  William  Seward 
Hall,  aka  Jerry  Wentworth,  aka  Kim 
Carsons,  our  hero.  The  Place  of  Dead 
Roads  is  a  saga,  his  story;  it  begins  with 
his  death  in  a  mysterious  shoot-out,  and 
proceeds  through  his  childhood,  his 
chameleon  life  as  a  shootist,  as  one  of 
the  gay  outlaw  gang  The  Wild  Fruits,  a 
writer,  an  MD  in  the  bizarrely  "ordin- 
ary" town  of  Johnsonville,  an  interna- 
tional (and  eventually  interplanetary) 
assassin  or  spy  who  goes  through  more 
personas  than  a  politician  does  lies.  The 
latter  third  of  the  book  has  him  zipping 
about  in  time,  living  parts  of  several 
lives,  and  ends  in  a  strange  loop,  with 
Kim  reliving  his  two  deaths  (The  Wild 
Fruits'  communal  suicide  and  his  shoot- 
out with  Mike  Chase)  in  a  moment  of  in- 
timate, personal  apocalypse. 

Changes,  yes?  Burroughs's  apoca- 
lypses are  usually  huge  and  societal  — 
plagues,  radiation  poisoning  and  mass 
wars.  Not  here.  That  I  can  even  indicate 
a  plot  means  something.  There  is  a  hero. 
Fortunately  he  is  complex  and  interest- 
ing, sort  of  a  cross  between  a  wild 
animal  and  a  Hardy  Boy,  anti-Christian, 
deeply  spiritual,  calmly  observant,  an 
outsider  so  alien  that  to  call  him  "out- 
law" is  to  imply  a  state  of  having  be- 
longed that  never  existed  for  him.  He's 
smart,  vicious  and  in  conflict  from  Day 
One  because  he  knows  "that  people  are 
not  bribed  to  shut  up  about  what  they 
know.  They  are  bribed  not  to  find  it 
out."  Kim  Carsons  ends  up  seeming  very 
real,  and  inexplicable. 

I  have  a  reservation,  though,  about 
the  curiously  conservative  style  of  Dead 
Roads,  the  proper  sentences,  the  relative 
A-to-B  linearity.  I  wonder  why  Kim's 
life  of  violence  and  multiple  personas 
isn't  adequately  reflected  in  the  text.  I 
can't  answer  this,  because  early  on  this 
emblematic  sentence  appears:  "Life  is 
an  entanglement  of  lies  to  hide  its  basic 
mechanisms."  Does  the  deceptively  trad- 


itional  prose  of  this  novel  work  as  a 
mask,  to  pretend  a  straight  face  while 
talking  over  subversions?  Is  it  William 
Burroughs  "settling  down"?  Is  it  stylis- 
tic misfire?  1  can't  tell.  And  there  seems 
to  be  something  dehberate  behind  that. 

Colin  Smith  n 

Roman  sex 
and  good  sense 

Homosexuality  in  Republican  and  Augustan 
Rome  by  Saara  Lilja.  The  Finnish  Society  of 
Sciences  and  Letters  (Snellmaninkatu  9-11 , 
SF  00170  Helsinki,  Finland). 

This  book  is  the  most  comprehensive 
study  of  homosexuality  in  ancient  Rome 
yet  written.  The  author  is  a  Finnish 
classicist,  best  known  so  far  for  her  1965 
study.  The  Roman  Elegists'  Attitude  to 
Women.  In  this  book  she  is  concerned 
almost  exclusively  with  male  homosexu- 
ality; the  source-material  necessary  for  a 
good  historical  description  and  analysis 
of  lesbian  relationships  is  simply  too 
meagre  to  permit  her  any  other  course. 
This  is  a  pleasant  book  to  read,  less 
daunting  than  K  J  Dover's  Greek  Ho- 
mosexuality published  six  years  ago.  In 
her  intimate  and  expert  knowledge  of 
the  relevant  ancient  sources,  Lilja 
displays  the  same  high  level  of  scholar- 
ship found  in  Dover's  work.  Unfortun- 
ately for  the  non-classicist,  she  provides 
very  few  translations  of  her  Latin  and 
Greek  quotations,  but  any  reader  will  be 
well  served  by  her  clear,  uncluttered 
style  of  writing.  The  book  deals  mainly 
with  the  Republican  period  and  the  reign 
of  Augustus,  but  many  of  its  important 
observations  and  conclusions  hold  good 
for  the  first  two  centuries  AD,  when  the 
Pax  Romana  was  at  its  height. 

Lilja's  study  contains  a  lengthy  and 
valuable  chapter  on  the  dramatic  uses  of 
male  homosexuality  in  Roman  comedy, 
with  some  excellent  background  discus- 
sion of  Greek  comedy.  Homosexuality 
in  the  Roman  plays,  especially  in  the 
comedies  of  Plautus,  is  centred  on  the 
master-slave  relationship,  a  situation 
which  has  no  real  parallel  in  Greek  com- 
edy and  represents  a  powerful  comment 
on  the  social  and  sexual  values  of  the 
Romans.  Equally  illuminating  (and  at 
times  entertaining)  is  the  discussion  of 
allusions  to  homosexuaUty  in  the  writ- 
ings of  the  rather  homophobic  Cicero. 
There  are  a  surprising  number  of  homo- 
sexual allusions,  especially  in  his  foren- 
sic and  political  speeches.  Lilja's  exam- 
ination of  homosexual  statements  and 
allusions  in  the  graffiti  of  Pompeii  is  the 
fullest  that  has  appeared  so  far,  al- 
though she  emphasizes  that  much  more 
work  needs  to  be  done.  In  the  graffiti,  as 
with  much  of  the  other  material,  she 
underlines  the  prominence  of  macho 
sex-roles.  However,  she  is  right  in  play- 
ing down  the  superficially  abusive 
"queer-calling"  toneof  someof  the 
graffiti  and  in  seeing  no  obsessive 
homophobia  running  through  these 
scribblings. 

Lilja  has  a  stimulating  discussion  of 
the  mysterious  and  much-debated  Scan- 
tinian  Law  which  apparently  forbade 
homosexual  acts  between  free-born 
Roman  citizens.  I  myself  have  dated  this 
law  from  the  third  or  second  century 
BC,  but  Lilja  makes  a  good  case  for  the 
possibility  that  it  was  enacted  after  the 
Republican  period.  She  very  tentatively 
suggests  that  this  law  may  belong  lo  the 
series  of  moral  reform  laws  enacted  by 
the  emperor  Domitian  (81-96  AD). 
However,  she  is  clear  on  the  fact  thai 
Roman  tradition  always  frowned  severe- 
ly on  sexual  acts  between  male  citizens. 


High  times  in  Dawson  City:  "Even  the  goldminers  got  into  the  act  at  the  Palace 
Grande,  when  they  dropped  their  mining  gear  and  dressed  in  drag. "  From  Turn  Out 
the  Stars  Before  Leaving:  The  Story  of  Canada's  Theatres,  by  John  C  Lindsay, 
published  by  The  Boston  Mills  Press,  98  Main  St,  Erin,  Ontario  NOB  ITO. 


The  more  idealized  Greek  understand- 
ings of  homoeroticism  gained  some  cur- 
rency and  are  found  in  the  work  of 
Catullus  and  the  Augustan  poets,  but  on 
the  whole,  their  imprint  on  Roman  life 
was  not  profound. 

Unlike  Dover's  Greek  Homosexual- 
ity, there  is  a  frankly  personal  empathy 
with  the  ethical  and  social-critical  claims 
of  the  gay  liberation  movement  in  this 
book.  Lilja  quotes  from  the  works  of 
Dennis  Altman  and  Jeffrey  Weeks.  In 
her  introduction  she  criticizes  Dover  for 
his  reluctance  to  recognize  homosexual- 
ity as  full  sexuality.  She  seems  to  agree 
with  John  Boswell's  finding  in  Christi- 
anity ,  Social  Tolerance  and  Homosexu- 
ality of  a  dichotomy  between  rural  and 
urban  sexual  values,  but  unlike  Boswell 
she  does  not  pin  too  much  of  her  histori- 
cal argument  on  this  thesis.  She  empha- 
sizes, rightly  I  think,  the  intensively 
military  and  imperialistic  character  of 
Roman  sexual  values.  Along  with  writers 
such  as  Weeks,  she  sees  sexuality  as  a 
socially  and  historically  constructed  phe- 
nomenon. For  example,  the  emergence 
of  mass-scale  slavery  in  ancient  Rome 
had  a  profound  affect  on  sexual  rela- 
tionships and  attitudes. 

This  is  an  important  book;  a  fine 
blend  of  good  sense,  empathy,  and  first- 
rate  scholarship. 

Beert  C  VerstraeteD 

Been  Verstraele  leaches  classics  a  I  Acadia 
University  in  Wolfville,  Nova  Scotia. 


Morality  play 
in  mystery  drag 

The  Winged  Dancer  by  Camarin  Grae.  Blazon 
Books  (1934  W  Belle  Plaine,  Chicago,  IL 
60613),  $6.95  US. 

The  Winged  Dancer  is  the  first  novel 
from  the  new  feminist  publishing  house 
Blazon  Books,  and  the  first  book  by 
Camarin  Grae,  one  of  Blazon's  co- 
founders.  The  book  stars  one  Kat 
Rogan,  a  33-year-old  lesbian  from 
Chicago  whose  peaceful  life  is  disrupted 
by  the  death  of  a  stranger,  j.ikc  all  mur- 
der mysteries,  this  one  contains  clues, 
puzzles  and  plot  twists  aplenty  —  a 
hidden-treasure  map,  a  letter  in  secret 
code,  several  inexplicable  demises,  and  a 
trumped-up  murder  rap  —  but  this  is  not 


your  average  mystery. 

For  one  thing,  our  heroine  spends 
most  of  the  book  in  prison  in  South 
America.  This,  you  might  argue,  is 
nothing  new;  lots  of  writers  have  chosen 
to  tell  the  story  of  a  wrongly  incarcerated 
person.  What  sets  this  book  apart  is  that 
Grae  uses  Rogan's  imprisonment  as  a 
metaphor,  to  explore  the  power  struc- 
tures humans  create.  Rogan's  first 
billet.  Solera  Women's  Prison,  is  set  up 
as  the  "norm"  —  a  typical  prison  where 
the  inmates  adapt  to  an  imposed  hierar- 
chy and,  in  turn,  form  power  structures 
of  their  own,  in  which  subjugation, 
violence  and  manipulation  are  rampant. 
Her  next  stop,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
Neva  Prison  Farm,  which  Grae  presents 
as  an  ideal,  a  Utopia.  Neva  is  a  pleasant 
place.  It  functions  as  a  community,  not 
as  an  institution,  and  "prisoners"  are 
trusted  and  valued  community  members; 
many  of  them  continue  to  live  at  Neva 
even  after  their  prison  terms  are  up. 

Rogan  responds  appropriately  to  each 


AESTHETERA 


Fun  Vr  all 

The  Power  Exchange:  A  Newsleather  for 
Women  on  the  Sexual  Fringe  is  "for  all  of  us 
Radical  Perverts,  Madchen  in  Uniform,  Bad 
Girls,  Child-Proof  Tops,  Sluts,  Slaves,  Gover- 
nesses, Addicts  of  Instant  Gratification, 
Cross-Dressers,  Witches,  Compulsive  Mastur- 
bators.  Bawdy  House  Keepers,  Sadists, 
Whores,  Masochists,  and  Live  Lesbian  Sex 
Acts."  Features  will  include  "how  to"  articles 
on  safety  and  technique,  personal  ads,  news, 
support  group  addresses,  graphics,  readers' 
fantasies,  humour,  reviews,  health  informa- 
tion, editorials  and  "as  much  more  as  I  can 
safely  cram  in"  says  Editrix  Pat  Califia 
(Sapphistry:  The  Book  of  Lesbian  Se.xuality, 
Coming  to  Power).T\\t  answer  to  your  pray- 
ers? Send  a  cheque  for  $15  ($20  outside  the 
US)  made  out  to  Pat  Califia,  and  a  signed 
statement  that  you  are  over  21  and  wish  lo 
receive  this  sexually  explicit  material  for  your 
own  personal  use,  lo  Box  527,  Richmond  Hill, 
NY  11418-0527.  77>i- will  be  published  six  limes 
a  year,  and  subscribers  to  ihc  first  issue  will  re- 
ceive a  free  updated  lesbian  hanky  colour 
code. 

Gay  Comix  4,  another  imaginative  collec- 
tion of  lesbian  and  gay  cartoons,  is  available 
from  Kilchen  Sink  Press  (No  2  Swamp  Rd, 
Princeton,  Wl  54%8)  for  $2  US.  The  high 
light  is  Howard  (ruse's  "Sale  Sex."  The 
Adventures  of  Drum,  culled  from  Bill  Ward\ 
regular  cartoon  feature  in  /Jrw/wwcr  maga- 
zine, follows  our  constantly  curious  hero 
through  warehouses,  construction  sites  and 
his  own  imagination,  available  for  $4.95  US 


situation  —  at  Solera  she  perceives  the 
hierarchy  and  uses  it  to  further  her  own 
ends,  and  at  Neva  she  unlearns  the 
lessons  of  Solera.  But  her  metamorphosis 
—  from  "normal"  American  citizen  to 
sadistic  prison  boss  at  Solera  to  model 
prisoner  at  Neva  —  is,  in  the  end,  un- 
satisfying. This  has  less  to  do  with 
Rogan's  behaviour  than  with  the 
author's  polemics  —  ultimately,  and  ob- 
viously, the  reason  for  the  novel.  Grae  is 
not  a  subtle  didact,  and  her  politics  inter- 
fere with  the  telling  of  her  tale. 

What  we  are  meant  to  learn  from  The 
Winged  Dancer,  its  moral  —  for  this  is  a 
morality  play;  the  mystery  seems  almost 
an  afterthought  —  is  that  the  power 
structures  now  in  existence  are  not  good, 
and  ought  to  be  replaced.  Not  destroyed, 
not  changed,  but  replaced,  with  another, 
similar  power  structure.  Grae's  alterna- 
tive differs  only  in  this:  at  the  apex  of  the 
pyramid  sits  a  woman.  Cure  the  head, 
Grae  impies,  and  the  body  will  become 
healthy.  No  need  to  change  the  shape  of 
the  body;  the  structure,  the  idea  is  fine. 
Just  let  a  woman  rule  the  world,  and 
soon  the  world  will  be  a  more  pleasant 
place.  Grae  allows  her  heroine  to  ques- 
tion the  legitimacy  of  the  ruler  concept, 
but  only  to  provide  Grae  with  a  platform 
from  which  to  expound  her  Utopia.  She 
maneuvers  her  heroine's  thinking  so  that 
even  after  being  cleared  of  the  charges 
and  becoming  a  free  woman,  Rogan 
elects  to  stay  on  at  Neva. 

An  intriguing,  tightly-written  and  fast- 
paced  mystery  plot  would  do  a  lot  to 
compensate  for  the  book's  Utopian  barn- 
storming. Unfortunately  this  particular 
plot  is  weak.  The  incident  that  precipi- 
tates Rogan's  trip  to  South  America,  for 
example,  would  not  have  lured  me  from 
my  living  room.  Grae  also  leaves  a  few 
unexplained  threads  dangling,  and  in 
other  places  her  attempts  to  tie  up  loose 
ends  are  unsuccessful. 

In  the  end.  The  Winged  Dancer  suffers 
from  trying  to  do  two  things  simulta- 
neously, and  doing  neither  well.  A  less 
political  but  more  mysterious  mystery 
might  have  won  the  fans  of  hard-core 
'tec;  a  straightforward  Utopian  novel 
would,  indeed,  be  novel.  To  please  some 
of  the  people  some  of  the  time  ain't 
such  a  bad  ambition.  EdnaBarkerC 


from  Alternate  Publishing  (964  Folsom  St, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94107).  On  the  interna- 
tional scene,  meet  Anarcoma,  a  streetwise 
transvestite  detective  (move  aside,  Brand- 
stetter!)  who  uncovers  tacky  intrigue  in  Bar- 
celona's underworld,  in  a  hardcover  "adults 
only"  comic-book  by  Nazario,  available  for 
S9.95  US  from  Catalan  Communications 
(200-43  E  19th  St,  New  York,  NY  10003). 

The  Advocate  has  just  given  birth  to  a  gay- 
glossy.  Advocate  MEN.  Though  following  the 
time-honoured  format  of  nude  photo-spreads 
interweaved  with  "friction  fiction,"  the  pub- 
lishers resolve  that  "more  photos  per  model 
will  assist  MEN's  emphasis  on  getting  lo  know 
continued  on  page  44  ► 
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NEW  BOOKS  from  GAY  SUNSHINE  PRESS 


BLACK  MEN 
WHITE  MEN 


AGayAnthoiogy 
JDyMlchaslJ.  Smith 


CUM:  TkuE  Homosexual  Experiences 
FROM  STH  Writers 

Volume  4.  Edited  by  Boyd  McDonald 

Perhaps  the  hottest  of  the  four  STH  books  to  date.  Almost 
200  pages  of  male-male  true  sex  stories:  "We  Lay  There 
with  His  Legs  Around  My  Neck,"  "Rides  Bareass  Down  2nd 
Avenue,"  "Gl  Gets  Sucked  All  Night,"  "Whoring  in  Texas  as  a 
Teenager, "  "Sucks  Off  750  Boys,  Men,"  "Brakeman  Sucks 
Off  Train  Grew,"  "$5  Sailor  Is  No  Bargain,"  etc.,  etc.,  plus 
new  articles  by  the  editor  "The  only  publication  that  can 
prod  my  conscience,  supply  food  for  serious  thought,  tickle 
my  fancy,  and  make  me  roar  with  laughter— all  with  a 
stupendous  hard-on  "—a  reader 

BLACK  MEN /WHITE  MEN 

A  Cay  Anthology.  Edited  by  Michael  J.  Smith 

43  writers,  artists  on  the  Black  and  Interracial  Gay  experi- 
ence. Includes:  Chester  by  Lyie  Glazier:  "Ghunky,  solid  but 
of  small  frame,  fresh-faced  and  handsome,  he  was  scarred 
by  tragic  experiences...  "  Black  &  Gay  by  Darryl  Towles: 
"  There  were  no  words  between  us  as  I  pulled  back  my  covers 
and  he  climbed  on  top  of  me.  Our  lips  parted,  our  tongues 
met,  and  our  throbbing  cocks  pulsated  as  they  pressed  to- 
gether. . .  "  The  Double  Life  of  a  Gay  Dodger— controversial 
profile  of  a  Black  major  league  baseball  player,  Glenn  Burke, 
and  his  "coming  out ";  plus  a  portfolio  of  Black  nude  photos, 
etc. 


THEBOYBIWLEQaiN 

a84otil#«twte$ 
GirardKent 


THE  BOY  HARLEQUIN 
and  Other  Stories 

By  Cirard  Kent 

14  stories  with  a  blend  of  humor,  poignancy,  and  eroticism 
by  a  skilled  Southern  storyteller  Includes :  "  The  Splendifer- 
ous Dicks  Affair"— a  college  boy  learns  the  high  cost  of 
selling  his  body  to  porno  merchants;  "The  Souvenir"— a 
boy-captive  bargains  with  a  German  soldier  to  save  his  own 
life;  "Roberto  "—a  Texas  rancher  struggles  to  accept  his  love 
for  an  adolescent  boy;  etc. 

SEX  BEHIND  BARS 

By  Robert  N.  Boyd 

Gripping  fiction  &  true  accounts  of  male-male  prison  sex  written  by  a  prisoner  Includes  "Butch  Virgins,"  "Tank  Boss,"  "Gell- 
mates  "—75  stories  in  all,  as  well  as  the  19-chapter  powerful  novella  "No  One  Ever  Wins  "—about  a  prison  uprising. 

TELENY 

First  complete  edition  of  this  underground  erotic  novel,  attributed  to  Oscar  Wilde,  about  a  gay  love  affair  in  Victorian  England. 
Excerpt:  "Whilst  our  lips  clung  together,  his  hand  slowly,  imperceptibly  unbuttoned  my  trousers  and  stealthily  slipped  within 
the  aperture. . .  then  it  lay  hold  of  my  hard,  stiff,  and  aching  phallus  which  was  glowing  like  a  burning  coal.  After  which  he 
began  to  press  his  lips  on  every  part  of  my  body,  showering  kisses  on  my  breast,  my  arms,  my  legs,  my  thighs ..." 

MY  DEEP  DARK  PAIN  IS  LOVE 

A  Collection  of  Latin  American  Cay  Fiction.  Edited  by  Winston  Leyland.  Translated  by  E.  A.  Lacey 

Two  complete  novellas— one  about  homosexuality  in  the  marines,  the  other  about  two  high-school  lovers— plus  short  fiction 
from  5  countries:  Mexico,  Brazil,  Ghile,  Cuba,  Argentina.  Almost  400  pages  (large-sized  book)  with  30  different  selections  by 
a  dazzling  array  of  talent  (Manuel  Puig,  Anibal  Machado,  etc.).  Very  highly  recommended. 

UNZIPPED 

A  Novella  and  6  Short  Stories  by  John  Coriolan 

Introduces  factory  workers.  Key  West  gays,  a  college  football  player,  etc.  Explicitly  detailed  celebration  of  gay  sex:  the 
excitement,  the  romance,  the  fun  of  it.  With  erotic  drawings  by  Tom  of  Finland. 

ORDER  FORM 

D  CUM:  True  Homosexual  Experiences  Vol.  4.  $13.  □  SEX  BEHIND  BARS.  $11. 

D  BLACK  MEN/WHITE  MEN:  A  Gay  Anthology.  $10.  D  TELENY  (Oscar  Wilde).  $8.95. 

D  THE  BOY  HARLEQUIN  &  other  stories.  $8.95.  n  UNZIPPED.  $8.95. 

D  MY  DEEP  DARK  PAIN  IS  LOVE.  $  11 .  DAII  seven  new  books  above  for  special  price  of  $65  postpaid  (save  $7). 

n  PHYSIQUE.  Pictorial  History  of  the  Athletic  Model  Guild.  125  +  photos  of  sexiest  male  models— color  &  black/white— over 

a  40-year  period.  Large  SV2  x  11  book.  Special  price  with  this  ad:  $14.95  ppd.  (usually  $20). 
n  MEAT/ FLESH /SEX:  True  Homosexual  Experiences  from  STH  Writers  Vols.  1,  2,  3.  Best  sellers.  Men  nationwide  write 

graphically  about  their  true  homosexual  encounters.  Everything  you  wanted  to  know  about  gay  sex  and  probably  some  you 

didn't  want  to  know.  $13  each  ppd.  (or  $38  for  all  3  vols.). 
D  ATHIRSTY  EVIL  by  Gore  Vidal.  "The  stories  display  the  full  range  of  his  elegant  sense  of  language,  character,  plot"— CCA/. 

Special  price:  $5.95  (save  $3). 
D  ADONIS  GARCIA  by  Luis  Zapata.  The  adventures  of  a  hustler.  "A  bold,  striking  and  courageous  novel  which  grips  the 

reader  nght  through  to  the  end."  $8.95. 
D  A  LOVER'S  COCK  by  Rimbaud/Verlaine.  "Even  when  it  is  soft/  Your  cock  is  still  my  pleasure/  White-gold  between  your 

thighs/  Against  the  balls'  dark  allure "  Original  French  text  and  English  translation.  $5.95. 
n  CAY  FICTION  ANTHOLOGY.  Ten  brilliant  short  stories,  and  a  complete  novel,  Gosta  Brava.  $8.95. 
D  LOOK  BACK  IN  JOY.  Celebration  of  Gay  Lovers  by  Malcolm  Boyd.  Special  price:  $4.95  (save  $3). 
D  TREASURES  OF  THE  NIGHT  by  Jean  Genet.  French  text  and  English  translation  of  prison  writings.  $7.95. 
n  BOM-CRIOULO.  Powerful  novel  by  Adolfo  Caminha  about  an  interracial  love  affair.  $8.95. 
n  ENEMY/ BOY  FROM  BEIRUT.  A  moving  novel  and  a  superb  collection  of  short  fiction  by  acclaimed  British  writer  Robin 

Maugham.  $8.95  each  (or  special  price  of  $16  for  both). 

TO  ORDER:  Check  books  wanted  and  send  check/money  order  to  G.S.  Press,  PO  Box  40397,  San  Francisco,  CA  94140. 
Postage  is  included  in  prices  quoted.  All  prices  quoted  in  U.S.  currency.  Canadian  customers  should  pay  via  Canadian  postal 
money  order  in  LI.S.  dollars,  or  check  in  U.S.  dollars  from  a  Canadian  bank  payable  on  a  U.S.  bank.  Due  to  high  bank  charges 
we  regret  we  cannot  accept  payment  in  Canadian  dollar  checks  or  bank  notes. 
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n  Send  complete  catalog:  $1. 
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Paul  Wong  is  a  Vancouver  artist 
whose  Confused:  Sexual  Views  is 
probably  the  best  known  video 
art  work  ever  made  in  Canada. 
It's  too  bad,  because  the  rub  is 
that  Confused  g2i\ntA  its  reputation 
through  a  censorship  battle,  and  has 
never  been  seen  in  its  intended  format. 

The  nine-hour  installation  was  to  in- 
augurate the  Vancouver  Art  Gallery's 
new  video  space  in  February,  but  was 
retracted  at  the  eleventh  hour  for  fear  of 
upsetting  gallery  patrons  and  provoking 
a  media  furor.  A  few  people,  though, 
had  the  opportunity  to  catch  a  glimpse 
of  the  work  at  partial  screenings  held  in 
Toronto  in  April.  And  the  verdict  is  that 
the  work  should  be  seen. 

Twenty-seven  people  are  each  shown 
sitting  in  front  of  the  camera  and  yak- 
king  about  everything  from  orgasms  to 
white  jockey  shorts  to  sensitive  spots 
near  their  knees.  It's  pretty  basic  stuff, 
but  nonetheless  there  is  something  capti- 
vating about  the  work.  I  thought  I'd  be 
bored  by  yet  another  series  of  frank  sex- 
ual revelations  (haven't  we  heard  it  all 
before?),  but  there's  something  about 
the  presentation  that  simply  works. 
Wong  says  that  Confused  gives  viewers 
"the  chance  to  be  voyeurs  and  the 
chance  to  question  their  own  views." 
And  although  I  can't  say  that  I  ques- 
tioned too  much  of  my  own  sexuality  — 
after  all,  what  single  work  can  pretend 
to  provoke  such  a  reaction?  —  I  did 
have  a  delicious  time  peeking. 

Take,  for  example,  Michael:  "Chinese 
boys  are  really  hot...  blond  Californian 
surfers  have  their  niche...  guys  in  Trans 
Ams  with  tattoos  listening  to  heavy 
metal  on  the  radio. . .  a  lot  of  construc- 
tion workers  give  me  an  erection... 
librarians...  guys  with  glasses  can  be 
really  neat."  Who  can  resist  those 
sorts  of  revelations? 

The  subjects  were  simply  thrown 
open-ended  topics  (first  sexual  experi- 
ence, perversion,  exploitation)  and 
allowed  to  say  what  they  wanted.  Some 
of  it,  predictably,  is  pretty  silly.  Gary 
says  that  "the  ultimate  aim  of  sexuality 
beyond  producing  children  is  to  negate 
the  intellectual  ego  faculties  in  a  person 
and  enable  them  to  get  in  touch  with 
their  primordial  centre."  Argh.  But 
Gary,  who  is  married  to  his  high-school 
sweetheart,  also  manages  to  raise  inter- 
esting questions:  "When  I  first  started 
exploring  homosexuality,  I  was  inter- 
ested in  how  a  female  must  feel  having 
sex  with  a  male."  It's  the  ability  of  Wong 
and  his  co-producers  (Gary  Bourgeois, 
Gina  Daniels  and  Jeanette  Reinhardt)  to 
ask  questions  without  seeking  pat 
answers  that  makes  Confused  an  inter- 
esting example  of  sexual  discourse. 
Some  of  the  subjects  are  fairly  conserva- 
tive, while  most  are  not .  Some  of  them 
I'd  like  to  strangle  for  the  things  they 
say,  others  1  want  to  sleep  with.  The  bot- 
tom line,  though,  is  thai  together  they 
present  a  provocative  montage  of  sexual 
ethics  and  dispositions,  and  the  work 
allows  the  inquisitive  viewer  to  think 
about  sex  on  his  or  her  own. 

Wong  and  his  co-producers  are  bisex- 
ual, and  Wong,  in  his  own  tape,  tells  the 
viewer  that  "my  sexual  preference  is 
probably  becoming  more  confused 


mm) 


weekly."  I  think  that  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  the  questions  raised  about 
bisexuality  are  the  most  interesting  ones. 
Indeed,  the  acceptance  of,  maybe  even 
the  proselytization  for,  bisexuality  is  the 
central  tenet  of  Confused's  philosophy. 
The  juxtapositlQn  of  twenty-seven  sub- 
jects is  inten^l^^  present  sexuality  as  a 
muddy  and  m\l^<iled  thing,  and  Wong 
has  told  innumerable  interviewers  that 
the  video  presents  "a  twenty-first  cen- 
tury sexual  view  th^t  we  have,  bisexual- 
ity," and  that  "we think  everyone  has 
the  bisexual  option,  the  breakdown  be- 
tween mascuHne  and  feminine  traits." 

Who  are  these  bisexuals  and  what  do 
they  want?  Well,  they're  not  the  same 
breed  of  people  who  went  the  way  of  the 
sexual  revolution  —  you  remember 
them,  the  trendy  deviates  of  the  early 
'70s.  There's  still  an  element  of  that,  but 
in  the  eighties  other  groups  of  bisexuals 
have  emerged. 

They're  tough  to  pin  down,  and  it's 
easy  to  make  generalizations  about 
them,  but  one  group  seems  to  be  anew- 
wave,  apolitical  bunch  characterized  by 
the  fact  that  they  just  don't  care.  They 
don't  care  about  gay  liberation,  they 
don't  care  which  sex  they  sleep  with.  It's 
a  particularly  constricting  environment 
for  those  who  are  gay,  and  an  environ- 
ment which,  in  its  own  liberalized  way, 
forces  gay  men  and  lesbians  back  into 
the  closet.  Homosexuality,  supposedly, 
has  become  such  a  non-event  Ihat  it's 
seen  as  bothersome  and  backwards  to 
have  a  gay  identity.  After  all,  who  cares 
who  you  sleep  with? 

I'm  not  sure  what  group 
Wong  and  his 


co-producers  represent,  if  anyone  other 
than  themselves.  It's  definitely  a  politi- 
cized view  they  hold.  Not  only  do  they 
confront  the  models  that  exist  for  being 
heterosexual,  they  also  question  exclu- 
sive homosexuality.  Their  role  is  a  diffi- 
cuh  one  —  "through  trying  to  pursue  a 
bisexual  option  you're  always  being 
thrown  from  the  left  to  the  right  and 
back  to  the  centre  again,"  says  Wong  — 
and  it's  also  threatening.  /  like  to  know 
who  I'm  fucking  around  with.  There's  a 
certain  purity  of  sexual  orientation  that  I 
prefer,  and  I'm  not  totally  sure  how  to 
relate  to  someone  who  isn't  gay  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  isn't  simply  a  closet 
case.  I'm  sure  in  myself,  since  I  know 
that  I'm  gay,  but  how  does  one  react  to 
someone  who  is  sure  in  themselves  but 
isn't  surely  gay  or  straight?  Who  are 
they  at  any  given  moment,  and  why 
should  I  trust  them? 

I  asked  Wong  about  his  views  that 
almost  everyone  has  the  option  to  be  bi- 
sexual. How  about  those  of  us  who  are 
Kinsey  sixes?  He  posits  that  to  make  the 
transition  from  a  straight  upbringing  to 
being  gay  is  a  "difficult  journey"  (true 
enough),  and  once  that  journey  has  been 
made  there's  a  rejection  of  the  dominant 
culture,  a  rejection  of  any  option  of  het- 
erosexual activity.  I  don't  happen  to 
agree,  but  I  like  the  fact  that  he's  chal- 
lenged me  on  my  exclusivity, 
on  a  certain 


smugness  that  I  may  have  about  being 
sure  of  my  sexuality.  One  thing  I  do 
know  is  that  no  matter  how  much  ex- 
ploration I've  done,  I've  always  left 
some  sexual  quirk  unexplored.  I'm  glad 
that  these  artists  have  presented  a  gamut 
of  proclivities,  and  I  hope  that  more 
people  get  the  chance  to  be  voyeurs  and 
ask  questions. 

Confused:  Sexual  Views  cannoi, 
unfortunately,  be  seen  the  way  it  was 
supposed  to.  It's  been  through  too  much 
controversy,  and  the  problems  in  getting 
it  shown  were  scrutinized  to  death 
before  anyone  got  the  chance  to  actually 
sit  down  and  see  it.  Nothing  can  with- 
stand that  sort  of  strain.  It's  too  bad, 
because  it  would  have  been  better  pre- 
sented as  what  it  is  —  a  video  art  work 
about  sex  —  than  seen  as  the  censorship 
martyr  it  has  become.  Kevin  OrrD 

A  three- week  installation  of  Confused:  Sex- 
ual Views,  in  its  original  format,  has  been 
tentatively  scheduled  for  Toronto  beginning 
June  15th  (pending  word  on  a  Canada  Coun- 
cil Special  Projects  Assistance  grant}.  Spon- 
sored by  eight  groups,  the  installation  would 
be  located  at  the  Artculture 
Resource  Centre,  658 
Queen  St  W.  To 
confirm,  call 
947-9169. 
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We  Are  Expanding! 

Thank  You  For  Your  Support! 


Thank  you:  Dan  John  Tom  David  Chris  Rick  Derrick  Tony  Jinn  George 
Nick  Roy  Paul  Pat  Don  Charles  Dennis  James  Doug  Jack  Norm  Bill  Dick 
Bob  Ken  Ron  Jerry  Charlie  Henry  Alex  Mike  Peter  Les  Terry  Gord  Steve 
Keith  Walter  Lee  Rod  Martin  Philip  Hugh  Keith  Fred  Harry  Adam  Bryan 
Kevin  Jeff  and  Ron  Mark  Ted  Karl  Scott  Dale  Max  Norm  Joe  FrankGerry 
Barry  Ian  Ray  Gordon  Al  Wayne  Ralph  Edward  Martin  Geoff  Robin 
Matthew  Allan  Roger  Gary  Blake  Collin  Harold  Bruce  Todd  Neil  Tim 
Greg  Lou  Stu  Craig  Murray  Henry  Brian  Larry  Rob  Maurice  Leo  Glen 
Howard  Mario  Garnet  Eric  Shaun  Victor  Samuel  Conrad 

Call  Michaer  or  Paul  (416)  591-6763 


Dart  Travel 


314  Jarvis  St,  Toronto,  Ontario  MSB  2C5 


GAY  MONOPOLY 


STARRING  OLLIE  GAYTOR  AND  THE 


PARKER  SISTERS 


The  game  everyone  is  raving  about  is  an  outrage- 
ous romp  across  the  wonderful  world  of  Gay 
America!  $27.98  each .  All  manufacturers  profits 
donated  to  Aids  research  and  support  groups. 

Remember  pin  the  tail  on 
the  donkey?  Now  you  can 

PIN  THE  MACHO 
ON  THE  MAN ! ! 

Complete  with  25  hilarious 
•units!* 
$15.98  each 

Available    in  backrooms 
everywhere 

or  direct  fronn 


....itstftU. 


52  McCaul  Street 
Toronto  Ont.  M5T1V9  593-1995 


Send  me  _^  sets  of  Gay  Monopoly  at  27  98  each  and  ^_  sets  of  Pin  the  Macho  on 
The  Man  at  15  98  each  Add  $2  00  handling  fee  Ontano  residents  add  7%  sales  tax 

NAME   

ADDRESS  


CITY,  PROV  POSTAL  CODE 
AMOUNT  $ 


Cheque    Money  Order 

Card  »  ,^__^____^^^ 
Signature 


Mastercard    —        VISA     — 
Exp  Date  .^^^^^^_^^^__ 


....  it  stf^ 


Toronto      Ottawa      Saint  John      Halifax     Thunder  Bay       Montreal  (Le  magasin  ) 


AESTHETERA  continued  from  page  41 

the  personality  of  the  men  portrayed"  (sic). 
The  magazine  also  plans  to  include  many  men 
from  minority  backgrounds.  Now  on  the 
stands,  or  available  for  $3.95  US  from  Box 
5847,  San  Mateo,  CA  94402.  (Be  prepared  for 
a  slight  disappointment:  coverman  Colt 
Thomas,  Mr  International  Leather  '83, 
decided  to  leave  "a  little  something"  to  the 
imagination  in  light  of  what  may  be  a  lengthy 
career  in  the  public  eye.) 


In  I  Once  Had  a  Master,  and  Other  Tales  of 
Erotic  Love,  Mr  Benson's  John  Preston  traces 
the  experiences  of  an  S/M  novice  ($7.95  US 
from  Alyson  Publications,  Box  2783,  Boston, 
MS  02208).  Reports  Samuel  Steward:  "Per- 
haps the  most  striking  thing  about  the  tales  is 
the  nearly  total  absence  of  S/M  'toys';  there 
are  none  except  belt  and  handcuffs,  unless  you 
count  that  most  marvelously  inventive  and  all- 
purpose  gadget,  the  human  brain."  The  latest 
from  Steward  himself,  under  his  pen-name 
Phil  Andros,  is  Shuttlecock,  about  a  hand- 
some and  accommodating  drifter  who  is  trans- 
formed into  a  traitorous  cop  ($7.95  US  from 
Perineum  Press,  c/o  Subco,  Box  10233, 
Eugene,  OR  97440). 

Fiction 

Vancouverite  David  Watmough  follows  up 
his  acclaimed  No  More  Inlo  the  Garden  with 
The  Connecticut  Countess:  Gay  Chronicles 
of  Davey  Bryant,  twelve  short  stories  ($16.95 
US,  $6.95  pbk  from  The  Crossing  Press,  Box 
640,  Trumansburg,  NY  14886).  Felice  Picano 
explores  a  heterosexual  love  triangle  in  House 
of  Cards  (Delacorte),  of  which  Publishers 
Weekly  says,  "Modern  life's  complexities  and 
ambiguities  are  given  a  fine  airing  here." 
Danny,  by  Margaret  Sturgis  ($6.95  US  from 
Alyson,  see  above)  is  about  a  teacher  who 
tackles  both  infatuation  from  his  brightest 
student  and  school  censorship. 

Joanna  Russ's  new  collection  of  sci-fi 
stories,  Exlra(Ordinary)  People  is  a  slim  but 
recommended  volume,  available  from  St 
Martin's  Press  for  $10.95.  Kindred  Spirits: 
An  Anthology  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Science 
Fiction  Stories,  edited  by  Jeffrey  M  Elliott 
($6.95  US  from  Alyson)  contains  twelve 
stories,  mostly  from  the  '70s.  Publishers 
Weekly  isn't  impressed,  and  mentions  that 
the  collection  "includes  several  insipid 
romantic  fantasies  and  adolescent  laments  on 
being  an  outcast  while  omitting  anything  on 
the  theme  by  Samuel  R  Delany,  Thomas  M 
Disch  or  Ursula  K  LeGuin." 

Non-fiction 

Anthropologist  Nigel  Davies  compares  the  sex- 
ual attitudes  of  Western  societies  molded  by 
"the  world's  most  sex-negative  creed"  (guess 
which)  to  tho.se  of  "primitive"  and  non- 
Christian  societies,  in  The  Rampant  God:  Eros 
Throughout  the  World  (Morrow,  $17.95).  In 
tribal  groups,  Davies  writes,  the  innate  need 
for  sexual  variety  is  recognized,  women  and 
men  are  relatively  equal,  and  there  is  greater 
tolerance  of  homosexual  impulses. 

For  his  The  Sex  Lives  of  College  Students 
(Dell /Emerald,  $3.95  US),  Jay  Segal  drew 
upon  2400  "sexual  autobiographies."  Also 
available,  from  Fitzhenry  &  Whiteside,  is 
Sexual  Behaviour  of  Canadian  Young  People 
by  Dr  Edward  Herold  ($9.95). 


The  Androgynous  Manager  by  Alice  G 
Sargent  (Prentice-Hall,  SI  1 .95)  shows  how  a 
balance  of  traditionally  male  and  female 
traits  is  necessary  for  effective  management 
today.  A  chapter  of  Manuel  Casiell's  The 
City  and  the  Grassroots  (University  of  Cali- 
fornia Press,  $38.95)  analyzes  the  conflict  be- 
tween ethnic  and  gay  communities  as  a  result 
of  gentrification  in  San  Francisco. 

The  Writers  and  Human' Rights,  edited  by 
the  Toronto  Arts  Group  for  Human  Rights, 
includes  contributions  from  Marie-Claire 
Blais,  Timothy  Findley  and  Allen  Ginsberg, 
available  for  $14.95  from  Lester  &  Orpen 
Dennys. 

Routledge  and  Kegan  Paul  has  launched 
Formations,  a  new  series  on  feminist  and 
socialist  culture  and  history.  The  first 
volume.  Formations  of  Pleasure  ($16.95),  in- 
cludes Cora  Kaplan  on  women's  "Wild 
Nights,"  an  argument  by  Frank  Mort  against 
gay  sexual  libertarianism,  and  TBPwriler 
Simon  Watney  on  the  pleasures  of  Blooms- 
bury  aesthetics. 

Paul  Zweig's  Walt  Whitman:  The  Making 
of  a  Poet  (Basic  Books,  $18.95  US)  is  "a 
delightfully  readable  book,"  according  to 
Publishers  Weekly,  "crammed  with  insightful 
and  sometimes  brilliant  aperfus."  From 
Horizon  Press  comes  Frank  Harris's  Oscar 
Wilde:  His  Life  and  Confessions  ($12.95  US). 

C  P  Cavafy's  Collected  Poems  (edited  by 
George  Savidis  and  translated  by  Edmund 
Keeley  and  Philip  Sherrard),  is  the  first  com- 
plete translation  of  the  Greek  poet's  work . 
Full  background  information  on  each  poem 
and  a  brief  biography  are  also  provided 
($9.95  from  Virago/ Academic  Press).  Veiled 
Countries,  the  only  book  of  poetry  by  Marie- 
Claire  Blais  (and  out  of  print  since  1 965),  has 
been  translated  into  English  by  Michael  Har- 
ris, available  for  $6.95  from  Signal  Editions 
(Box  125,  Stn  La  Chi,  Montreal  H2W  2M9). 


Poppies  by  Noel  Greig  is  a  Gay  Sweatshop 
play  about  masculinity  and  militarism,  and 
how  gay  men  are  making  a  distinctive  contri- 
bution to  the  peace  movement  (Gay  Men's 
Press,  available  in  North  America  for  $3.95 
US  from  Alyson  —  see  above).  Greig  is  the 
author  of  two  previous  GS  plays.  As  Time 
Goes  By  and  The  Dear  Love  of  Comrades. 

The  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian  Speakers 
Bureau  has  released  The  Speakers  Bureau 
Manual,  which  includes  information  the 
group  has  garnered  from  more  than  1 ,400 
Engagements  since  its  founding  in  1972.  The 
manual  is  available  for  a  suggested  donation 
of  $  1 0  (US)  from  individuals,  $  1 5  from 
organizations.  Write  Box  2232,  Boston,  MA 
02107,  or  call  (617)  354-0133. 

Announcements 

The  Women's  Motorcycle  Festival  '84  takes 
place  August  24-27  in  upstate  New  York,  and 
is  open  to  the  first  200  paid  entrants.  For 
info,  write  WMF  '84,  7  Lent  Ave,  LeRoy,  NY 
14482,  or  call  (716)  768-6054. 

Gay  video  producers  and  artists  are  being 
sought  for  a  new  network  being  set  up  to 
market  creative  video  work  in  nightclubs 
nationwide.  Write  City  Beats  Video,  3326 
Park  Ave,  Minneapolis,  MN  55407,  or  call 
director  Brad  Theissen  at  (612)  823-3648. 

John  Allec  and  Alan  O'Connorl  1 
Note:  please  include  SI  postage  and  handling 
whenever  ordering  books  by  mail. 
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SHARED  GROUND 

JOY  PARKS 


News  and  notices 

Over  the  past  year  or  so,  my  concept  of 
"publication"  has  changed  drastically, 
due  to  discovering  an  entire  galaxy  of 
cheaply  printed  newsletters  that  seem  to 
criss-cross  the  continent,  connecting 
women  everywhere.  Rarely  carried  in 
even  the  best  of  women's /gay  book- 
stores, these  little  newspapers  can  often 
be  had  for  the  price  of  postage.  They're 
the  labours  of  love  of  hard-working 
women  or  groups  of  women  who  (in 
many  cases)  spend  their  own  money  just 
for  the  sake  of  putting  lesbians  in  con- 
tact with  one  another.  The  following  are 
but  a  few  of  those  I've  received.  There 
are  dozens  more  out  there,  just  waiting 
to  be  found. 

While  I  can't  say  that  I  often  agree 
with  the  politics  of  Woman  to  Woman 
editor  Linda  Parks  (no  relation),  I  have 
to  give  her  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  her 
publication's  work  in  publicizing  the  in- 
justices rendered  on  women  in  prison, 
particularly  native  and  third  world 
women.  I  can't  handle  the  paper's 
preachy  tone,  especially  the  anti-choice 
editorials,  but  the  editor  has  her  right  to 
speak  her  mind,  and  the  newsletter's 
contact  section  is  first  rate. 

I  really  have  to  commend  Dorothy 
Feola,  editor  of  Women 's  Network,  for 
the  way  she  manages  to  cram  more 
reviews  of  women's  books  into  her 
18-page  newsletter  than  would  seem 
possible.  Women 's  Network  is  simply 
loaded  with  reviews,  news,  poetry,  let- 
ters from  readers  and  announcements  of 
books,  presses  and  newsletters.  Don't  let 
the  cheaply  printed  exterior  fool  you; 
this  is  a  cornucopia  of  important  infor- 
mation for  anyone  seriously  interested  in 
women's/lebian  writing  and  culture. 

One  of  the  giants  of  lesbian  news- 
letters is  Lesbian  Connection.  Produced 
by  the  Ambitious  Amazons  of  East 
Lansing,  Michigan,  this  publication 
strives  to  create  a  national  lesbian  net- 
work, and  each  issue  contains  pages  of 
"Contact  Dykes,"  lesbians  who  have 
made  themselves  available  as  resource 
persons  in  their  home  locations.  Lesbian 
Connection  contains  stories  of  lesbians 
in  the  news,  letters  from  readers,  reviews 
and  notices  of  publications  and  events. 
Also,  with  their  local  vantage  point,  the 
editors  provide  the  best  available 
coverage  of  the  Michigan  Women's 
Music  Festival.  Bound  in  bright-col- 


oured HEAVY  paper,  the  newsletter  can 
easily  be  passed  through  numerous 
hands  or  saved. 

Not  to  forget  Canadian  publications, 
Flagrant,  the  Vancouver  Island  Lesbian 
Collective's  newsletter,  is  important 
reading,  and  not  just  for  Island  dykes. 
Once  known  as  the  FLAG  RAG,  this  con- 
tains local  news  notes,  articles  on  lesbian 
mothers,  astrology,  I  Ching  and  spirit- 
uality, sexuality,  plus  an  advice  column 
(called  "Dear  Dyke"  —  what  else?). 
While  the  news  and  announcements  deal 
mainly  with  Island  affairs,  the  features 
and  articles  are  wide-ranging. 

My  all-time  favourite  so  far  has  to  be 
Telewoman.  Edited  by  Anne  D'arcy  and 
many  friends,  this  monthly  newsletter  is 
packed  with  pages  of  networking  infor- 
mation on  writing,  herbal  craft,  spirit- 
uality, sexuality  and  culture.  Telewoman 
also  publishes  poetry,  short  fiction, 
book  and  record  reviews,  letters  from 
readers  and  beautiful  graphics.  The  en- 
tire publication  is  filled  with  a  strong 
sense  of  community,  and  an  awareness 
of  the  importance  of  linking  lesbians 
together.  It  does  a  wonderful  job,  and  is 
must  reading  for  any  lesbian /woman 
who  wants  to  expand  her  horizons  and 
feast  on  all  the  resources  available  to  us 
as  lesbian  women  creating  our  own  com- 
munity and  culture,  n 

Woman  to  Woman,  Box  6755,  Lake  Charles, 
Louisiana  70606  (free  or  pay  what  you  can). 
Women 's Network,  2137 Quimbly  St,  Bronx, 
New  York  10473  (send  US  postage  for 
sample). 

Lesbian  Connection,  Helen  Diner  Memorial 
Women's  Center,  Ambitious  Amazons,  Box 
811,  East  Lansing,  Michigan  48823  ($12  US 
for  6  issues  a  year,  or  pay  what  you  can). 
Telewoman,  Box  2306,  Pleasant  Hill,  Califor- 
nia 94523  ($1  US  for  sample,  $12  for  12 
issues). 

If  you  get  addicted!  (not  reviewed): 

Changes,  Box  1441,  Winter  Park,  Florida 

32789. 

Feminine  Connections,  Box  3319,  Mitford, 
Connecticut  06460. 

Lavender  Morning,  Box  729,  Kalamazoo, 
Michigan  49005. 

The  Open  Door:  Rural  Lesbians  Newsletter, 
c/o  BCFW  Lesbian  Subcommittee,  Nelson 
Women's  Centre,  Nelson,  British  Columbia 
VI L  4E3. 

Voices:  For  Lesbian  Survival,  c/o  I  Andrews, 
RR  2.  Kenora,  Ontario  P9N3W8. 


KClW3i[t<B[^^^5j 


gay  . . .  got  a 
drinking  problem? 


(416)  964-3962 


OR  WRITE  BOX  "A"   730  BATHURST  STREET. 
TORONTO.  ONTARIO  M5S  2R4 


BLACK  9^  TIE 
CATERING 


DINNER  PARTIES     BUFFETS 
COCKTAIL  PARTIES 

YOU  CAN  RELAX 
BECAUSE  WE  DO  THE  WORK 


CALL:  GLEN  GATES 


TORONTO  968-7140 


Dr.  Wfflem  H.  Otto 

REGISTERED  PSYCHOLOGIST 


Private  practice  in  individual,  couple 

and  family  therapy  at  44  Jackes  Avenue 

(Yonge  and  St.  Clair  area), 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4T  1E5. 

Free  consultation. 

Fees  on  sliding  scale  according  to  income. 

Confidentiality  guaranteed. 

Telephone  962-5328. 
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Robert  G.  Coates 

B.  Sc.,  LL.  B. 
Barrister  &  Solicitor 


70  Dundas  Street  East 

Toronto,  Ontario  MSB  1C7 

598-4922 


PAUL  T.WILLIS, 

B.A.,LL.B. 

BARRISTER  AND  SOLICITOR 
NOTARY  PUBLIC 

For  the  General 
Practice  of  Law 

Day  or  evening 
appointments  available 

1240  Bay  Street  (at  Bioor),  Suite  307 
Toronto.  Ontario  M5R  2A7 

Office  (416)  923-2601 
Residence  (416)  961-7963 


® 


THE  ACCOUNTING  CLINIC      ^^^-^ 


368  DUNDAS  STREET  EAST 
TORONTO.  ONTARIO  MSA  2A3 
(416)927-1702 


•  • 


Ask  for  Don  McCurdy 


Real  Estate 

call 


Harvey  Malinsky 

922-5533  Res: 364-1900 

Offering  personal  real  estate 
services  to  our  community. 

Downtown  Properties 
For  Sale 

Quality  renovated  3-plex.  Fireplaces, 
exposed  brick,  decks  and  more. 
Income  $29,000.  Asking  $219,000. 

Jacuzzi  under  the  stars.  2-storey 
cathedral  c<.  'ing  over  living  room 
with  fireplace  and  large  solarium 
kitchen.  $169,000. 

Riverdale  luxury  at  $116,500.  2 
bedrooms,  deck,  cathedral  ceilings, 
unique  kitchen. 

Soaring  3-storey  ceiling  over 
living/dining  room.  Walk-out  to 
2-storey  solarium.  3  fireplaces, 
skylights,  deck  $219,000. 

Cimerman  Real  Estate  Ltd. 

501  Parliament  Street 
Toronto,  Ontario  M4X  1P3 


Robert  A. 
Brosius 

CHARTERED 
ACCOUNTANT 


Tax  and  Accounting  Services 

922-6949 


In  Cabbagctown 
Parliament  &  Wellesley 


P.O.  Box  158,  Station  A 
Toronto     M5W  I B2 


CLASSIFIEDS 


HOMES 


VANCOUVER 


WANTEDTO  RENT  OR  SUBLET  for  June  and  Ju- 
ly, furnished  house  or  apartment  in  the  West  Van- 
couver vicinity  or  Kitsilano  area  for  2  wimmin.  Also 
furnished  room  and  bath  in  a  gay  home  would  be  con- 
sidered. Write  Ruth  &  Diane,  PC  Box  1333,  Stn  A, 
Toronto  ON  M5W  1G7. 


TORONTO 


STUDIO  TO  SHARE  with  young  male  artist,  1,900 
feet,  good  light,  no  live-in,  only  $250/month.  Great 
deal  for  young  starving  artist.  Call  Neil  at  365-0513, 
leave  message. 

BRIGHT  2ND  FLOOR  batchelor  in  beaches,  2  rms 
plus  bath,  own  entrance,  may  provide  fridge  and  hot 
plate.  $350/month,  avail.  June  1st.  Nancy:  699-6741 
or  leave  message. 

21 ,  SEEKS  SHARE  two  bedroom  downtown.  Room 
with  own  facilities.  20-25.  Privacy,  respect  ones 
belongings  essential.  Drawer  E378. 

BLOND,  38,  5' 10"  160,  moving  to  Hamilton  area  in 
July,  wishing  to  share  accomodation  and  good  times. 
Send  reply  to  Box  1%2,  Stn  A,  London,  ONT  N6A 
$34. 

SOON-TO-BE-HOMELESS  dyke  seeks  apartment 
or  room  in  co-op  house.  Can  pay  up  to  $300  per 
month  but  would  prefer  less.  (Wouldn't  we  all?) 
Queen  &  Bathurst  area.  If  I  don't  find  a  place  to  live  I 
may  have  to  move  to  Etobicoke.  Please  rescue  me. 
Drawer  E391. 

HIGH  PARK,  mature  responsible  gay  male  over  30  to 
share  large  house  with  gay  couple.  Non-smoker.  Call 
days:  533-8712. 

1ST  FLOOR  DUPLEX  apt.  for  rent.  One  or  possible 
two  bedroom,  carpeted,  includes  heating,  laundry, 
etc.  $470/month,  available  June  1,  1984.  Call  Jim  at 
651-7319. 

GAY  MALE  44,  professional  background  Arts  ad- 
ministration, looking  for  tidy  considerate  gay  male  to 
(1)  share  existing  downtown  2  bedroom  renovated 
house.  An  organized  attractive  quiet  home,  5  ap- 
pliances, central  air,  parking,  or  (2)  Find  and  share 
suitable  alternative  accomodation.  Interested  in  long 
term  arrangement  with  the  right  person.  Reply 
Drawer  E432. 

SUBWAY  VICTORIA  PARK,  2  bedroom  share  high 
rise  17  minutes  to  downtown,  $260  includes  phone 
and  recreation  centre.  698-3869. 

ROOM  WITH  FIREPLACE  in  renovated  Victorian 
mansion,  Parkdale.  Would  suit  mature,  single,  gay 
professional.  Quiet,  responsible,  co-operative  at- 
mosphere.  $265/mo.  Call  John. 532-1504. 

CONVENIENT  DOWNTOWN  HOUSE  to  share. 
One  bedroom  available  June  1st.  $250/mo.  Share 
common  areas  2  others,  non-smoker  only.  463-0277. 

WOODBINE/GERRARD  AREA:  professional  type 
person  wanted  to  share  two  storey  home  on  quiet 
street.  Full  use  of  all  amenities.  Parking  included. 
Close  to  TTC.  $285 /mo.  Serious  inquiries  only.  Call 
evenings:  691-4946. 

FURN  CABBAGETOWN  RMS 

WITH  COOKING  facilities  in  friendly  house  for 
Gay/Straight  male/female  from  $60-75/week.  Call 
Linda  or  Dennis:  924-0863  anytime. 


OTTAWA 


OTTAWA  BOUND 

WANT  TO  SHARE  APT.  GWM  looking  for  some- 
one (preferably  GWM)  having  large  apt  to  share  im- 
mediately. Hog's  Back  area  or  on  canal.  Am  junior 
professional.  Must  have  own  room.  Non-smoker. 
Discretion  assured.  If  you  think  sex,  don't  write.  Box 
256,  238  Davenport  Rd,  Toronto  M5R  IJ6. 


WORK 


Manager  Wanted 

For  Giovanni's  Room,  established 
restaurant/bar  in  Winnipeg  Gay  Community 
Centre.  Bartending  certificate,  supervisory 
skills,  ability  to  work  under  pressure,  integri- 
ty, maturity,  and  willingness  to  work  long 
hours  required.  Only  those  with  experience 
need  apply  with  resume  and  three  references 
to:  OWNS,  Box  3911 ,  Station  B,  Winnipeg 
MBR2W5H9byJunel5. 


PERSONAL  INCOME  TAX  RETURNS  prepared 
by  hard-working  accountant,  professional  standing. 
Also  seeks  work  mainly  in  related  accounting  field. 
Available  evenings,  weekends.  Please  call  626-5557 
evenings  and  weekends.  Thanks. 

COMMUNICATIONS  OFFICER  looking  for  posi- 
tion  developing,  producing  social,  political  documen- 
tary material  for  mass  media.  C.A.A.T.  diploma, 
Radio  and  TV  Arts,  B.A.  Film,  M.A.  Communica- 
tions. Radio,  TV,  Film,  Journalism,  PR,  Interna- 
tional Development  experience.  Will  consider 
freelance,  contract,  permanent  work.  Available  July 
1 ,  1984.  Phone:  (416)  534-6404  for  resume. 


BORED:  I  NEED  A  CHALLENGE  —  thirty-year- 
old  male,  bilingual  (English  and  French),  Secretary  — 
Tutor  —  Interpreter  —  Bartender.  Willing  to  relocate 
with  right  opportunities.  Former  secretary  to  a 
famous  Canadian  artist  and  presently  employed  with 
world-wide  college.  References  upon  request.  Drawer 
E4I6. 


BUY/SELL 


WANTED  TO  BUY:  back  copies  of  After  Dark 
magazine  1979  to  final  issue.  Also  binders.  Dave 
Black,  31  Prince  Arthur  Street,  Amherst,  NS 
B4H  1V7. 


SERVICES 


TORONTO 


SOLSTICE.  GAY  ASTROLOGICAL  and  tarot  con- 
sultations. 463-9688. 

EXPERIENCED  THERAPIST  available  to  individ- 
uals/couples  for  interpersonal  and  psychosexual  diffi- 
culties. Please  leave  message  at  535-9818.  Bill  San- 
ders, MSW,  Certified  Sexual  Therapist. 

MASSAGE  FOR  HEALTH  done  by  professional 
massage  therapist.  Mr  Fung.  By  appointment  only. 
465-9810. 

MEMORIES  SHOULD  BE  FOREVER 
RETAIN  THOSE  MEMORIES  with  distinctive  por- 
traits of  you  and/or  your  lover.  Photographed  on 
location.    Inquiries:    Clive   Pyne   Photography: 
694-5335. 

THERAPEUTIC  MASSAGE  by  excellent  male  prac- 
titioner. Mr  J  Prindiville,  977-3898. 

VIDEO  SERVICES— affordable  taping  of  talent 
resumes,  singers,  musicians,  artists,  fashion,  special 
occasions.  Let's  talk,  afternoons  and  evenings. 
979-9716. 


OTTAWA 


CERAMIC  ART  CLASSES  with  a  difference.  Call 
Paul  at  829-9812. 


Professionally 


Cleaning  personnel 

for  your  home  or  apartment 

at  rates  you  can  afford. 

Toronto  363-6231 


LL's  Painting  &  Decorating 

Wallpapering  &  repairs 

Louis  Leveille       461-9940 

10  Hogarth  Ave  -  Apt  1408 
Toronto  Ont  M4K  1)9 


Piano  Tuning  &  Repair 

Pianos  are  sensitive  beasts: 
all  that  iron  and  wood  to 
the  contrary.  The  change  of 
humidity  in  the  spring  is 
especially  hard  on  them. 
Call  me. 

James  Tennyson 
Certified  Piano  Technician 
335  Markham  Sf,  Toronto 
967-6653 


Planning,  research  &  design 

With  degrees  in  Environmental  Design  and 
Architecture,  six  years'  experience  in  facilities 
planning,  research  and  design,  I  can  assist  with 
your  small-scale  residential  and  commercial 
renovations  and  additions. 

Cordon  K.  Stone,  B.E.D.,  8.  Arch.,  Consultant 
Box  424,  Sin  F,  Toronto  M4Y  218  924-9061 


Moving  and  Storage 

Local  and  long  distance 

Acme  Moving  &  Storage 

(416)751-9124 


Member  Allied  Van  Lines 
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TRAVEL 


"COME  TO  LONDON  FOR  A  GAY  HOLIDAY" 
—  The  Philbeach  Hotel,  30/31  Philbeach  Gardens, 
London  SW5,  UK,  Europe's  largest  gay  hotel.  Bar, 
disco,  restaurant.  Tel:  01-373-1244/4544. 

BOSTON'S  ALL-GAY  place  to  stay.  Two  renovated 
back  bay  town  houses,  continental  breakfast,  cock- 
tail setups,  minute's  walk  to  historic  sites  and  night 
life,  private/shared  bath.  $25-$45.  Oasis,  22  Edgerly 
Rd,  Boston,  MA  02115.  617-267-2262. 


Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida 

Spend  a  pleasant  vacation  at  the 

LA UDERDA l.E  MANOR  300  ft.  from  our 

beautiful  beach.  Party  at  the  world-famous 

Marlin  Beach  Hotel  next  door  and  come 

back  to  a  quiet  and  friendly  atmosphere. 

Modestly  priced  hotel  rooms,  efficiencies 

and  apartments  with  color  TV.  New  pool  in 

our  tropical  garden  and  BBQ.  Call  or  write 

Lauderdale  Manor  Motel,  2926  Valencia  St. 

Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla  33316 

Tel:  (305)  463-3385 


THE  INN  2  VILLAGE  SQUARE 

OGUNQUIT.  Spacious,  Victorian  guesthouse 
overlooking  the  town.  Oceanview,  sundeck,  con- 
tinental breakfast,  walking  distance  to  beach,  clubs, 
restaurants.  Relax  with  friends.  PO  Box  864,  Ogun- 
quit,  Maine  03907.  (207)  646-5779. 

BED  AND  BREAKFAST  in  private  gay  homes.  San 
Francisco,  Los  Angeles,  San  Diego  or  Texas.  Details: 
BayHosts,  1 155  Bosworth,  San  Francisco  CA  94131. 
Tel:  415-334-7262. 

NOVA  SCOTIA:  Lovett  Lodge  Inn.  Victorian  anti- 
ques, alpine.  Near  St  John  —  Digby  Ferry.  Brochure: 
PO  Box  119,  Bear  River,  NS BOS  IBO.  1-902-467-3917. 


Friendly  places  to  stay  .  .  .  Miles 
of  beaches  . .  .  Great  restaurants 
.  .  .  Lots  of  entertainment  and 
dancing  .  .  .  Variety  of  stiops 
and  galleries  .  .  . 
Write  for  free  directory 
Provincetown 
Business  Guild 
Box  421  Dept.  R 
^  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
-^         Call  (617)  487-2313 

ROVINCETOWN 

Enjoy  It  With  Us! 


BOOKS 


MALE  HOMOSEXUALITY  IN  LITERATURE. 
Paths  Untrodden  Book  Service,  PO  Box  459,  Village 
Station,  New  York,  NY  10014-0459.  Catalogue 
$2.00  US 

VOLUNTEERS 

ORGANIZATIONS  seeking  volunteer?  can  find 
them  in  The  Body  Politic  classifieds.  Advertise  for 
volunteer  help  and  get  a  50%  discount  off  our  regular 
reasonable  rates. 

LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN  wanted  for  peer  coun- 
selling and  information  phoneline.  Should  possess  a 
mature  attitude,  common  sense  and  empathy.  Phone 
TAG  at  964-6600. 


GROUPS 


NORTH  AMERICAN  Man/Boy  Love  Association. 
For  further  information  send  $1.00  US  to: 
NAMBLA,  Box  174,  New  York,  NY  10018. 

FIND  WRESTLING  PARTNERS  in  Canada  and  US 
Northwest.  Join  NW  Wrestling  Directory.  Free.  Box 
1864,  Stn  A,  Kelowna,  BC  VIY  8M3. 


OTHER 


OFFICE  SPACE  in  handsome  Cabbagetown  historic 
site.  Professional  building,  utilities  included.  Newly 
renovated.  From  $195.00.  Phone  922-29%. 

GAY  COURTWATCH.  General  court  information, 
lawyer  referrals,  crisis  referrals,  support  services.  If 
you  have  been  arrested  or  need  assistance  with  the 
court  system  leave  a  message  at  room  337,  Old  City 
Hall  or  call  362-6928  or  %l-8046.  We  are  here  to  help 
you. 

SEXUAl'rEJUVENATION  male  and  female.  Safe 
herbal  remedial.  Fully  guaranteed.  $14.00  cheque  or 
money  order  Mankind,  Box  1160,  Stn  F,  Toronto, 
ON  M4T  278. 


QUIT  SMOKING  EASY  WAY  cut  down  or  stop  now. 
Safe  herbal  remedial.  Fully  gurantced.  $14.00.  Man- 
kind, Box  1160,  Stn  F,  Toronto,  ON  M4T  278, 
Canada. 


MESSAGES 

RICK  VU  I/I  IS  an  i)ld  liicnd  of  mine  but  we've  lost 
contact.  If  you  know  Rick,  please  ask  himlowrilemc: 
Hans  Moerbcek,  Mcidoornlaan  5.  Casiricum, 
NFTHF.RLANDS. 


WELCOME  TO  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 

Gay  people  out  to  meet  other  gay  people,  right  across  Canada  and  beyond  our  borders  too. 

COST 

Just  35q;  per  word,  mininnunn  charge  $7.00.  Business  ads:  70$  per  word,  minimum  charge  $14.00,  or  call 
3646320  for  reasonable  display  advertising  rates. 

YOU  CAN  SAVE  IF  YOU  SUBSCRIBE 

Body  Politic  subscribers:  you  can  deduct  $1.00  from  the  cost  of  your  ad. 

YOU  CAN  SAVE  IF  YOU  REPEAT  YOUR  AD 

Our  discount  system:  15%  off  for  2  runs,  20%  off  for  3  to  4  runs,  25%  off  for  5  to  9  runs,  and  30%  for  10  runs  or 
more. 

CONDITIONS 

All  ads  should  be  fully  prepaid  by  cheque,  money  order  or  charge  card,  and  mailed  to  arrive  before  the  adver- 
tised deadline.  Late  ads  will  be  held  over  for  the  following  Issue,  unless  you  instruct  otherwise. 

We  cannot  accept  ads  over  the  telephone. 

If  you  do  not  wish  to  print  your  address  or  phone  number,  you  can  request  a  drawer  number.  We  will  for- 
ward replies  to  you  twice  a  week  in  a  plain  envelope.  This  service  costs  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

Replies  to  your  drawer  cannot  be  picked  up  at  our  office. 

Gay  sex  is  still  illegal  if  either  or  both  parties  are  under21,  or  if  more  than  2  people  are  involved,  regardless 
of  their  ages.  Please  word  your  ad  accordingly.  We  reserve  the  right  to  alter  or  refuse  any  ad. 

Remember,  too,  that  your  ad  is  reaching  other  people,  not  just  a  box  number  So  it  is  smart  to  be  positive 
about  yourself,  not  insulting  to  others.  We  will  edit  out  phrases  like  "no  blacks"  or  "no  fats  or  fems." 


Postage  here 


Drawer_ 


TBP  CLASSIFIEDS 
Box  7289,  Station  A 
Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X9 


ANSWERING  AN  AD? 

No  charge.  Put  your  reply  In  an  envelope  and  address  It  as  In  the 

diagram.  Be  sure  the  drawer  number  Is  on  the  outside  of  the  envelope. 

Office  staff  do  not  open  mall  addressed  to  a  drawer. 

HOW  TO  DO  IT 

Write  one  word  per  box.  The  amount  In  the  box  when  you  finish  Is  the  basic  cost  of  your  ad,  but  please  be 

sure  to  add  In  the  cost  of  a  special  head  if  you  choose  one.  Mall  your  ad  along  with  your  payment  to  us 

here  at:  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS,  Box  7289,  Station  A,  Toronto,  ON  M5W 1X9. 


BOLD  (Max  30  characters)»» 

STANDOUT  (Max  20  characters)»» 

GRABBER  (Max  15  characters)»» 

SPECIAL  HEADINGS 

Choose  one  of  the  headings  above, 
and  your  ad  will  practically  jump  off 
the  page.  See  the  examples  below 
to  decide  which  one  is  best  for  you. 


First,  and  cheapest:  BOLD! 
For  just  $5.00,  you  get  up  to  30 
characters  of  bold  type  to  head  off 
your  ad.  Here  are  a  few  examples: 


MEET  ME  IN  ST  LOUIS 

OR  EVEN  DOWNTOWN  Toronto  would  do.  I'm 
looking  for  the  great-looking  guy  in  the  Speedo 
bathing  suit  who  ran  out  of  Chaps  last  Wednesday. 
CaU  me  at  591-7693. 

AFFECTIONATE  GUY  SEEKS  SAME 

I'M  LOOKING  FOR  a  man  who'U  give  me  all  the  lov- 
ing I  need,  and  who  can  take  all  the  loving  I  have  to 
give.  Write  Drawer  DXXX. 


Even  better:  STANDOUT! 
Up  to  20  characters  for  just  $10.00! 
Check  out  these  examples  to  see 
how  your  ad  would  look: 


HOT  BUNS,  EAGER  LIPS 

GWM,  36,  5' 10"  155  lbs,  would  like  to  service  you  in 
every  way  possible.  Have  great  ass  and  great  techni- 
que. Drawer  EXXX. 

CABBAGETOWN  APT 

MAN  HAS  APT  TO  SHARE  in  quiet  section  of  Cab- 
bagetown near  TTC  and  shopping.  All  utilities,  own 
room,  non-smoker.  $300/month.  Call  666-3223. 


And  for  tops  in  attention-getting: 
GRABBER! 

An  extra  $15.00  ovgr  the  basic  cost 
of  your  ad  buys  vou  up  to  15  charact 
ers  that  will  spotlight  your  message. 
Check  out  these  examples: 


SLAVE  WANTED 

MASTER.  39,  MERCILESS,  seeks  slave  who  is  will- 
ing to  surrender  his  all.  Limits  respected.  Drawer 
DYYY. 


IE           IE 

Write  the  text  of  your  ad  below,  one  word  per  box. 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7 

$7.35 

$7.70 

$8.05 

$8.40 

$8-75 

$9.10 

$9.45 

$9.80 

$10.15 

$10.50 

$10.85 

$11.20 

$11.55 

$11.90 

$1Z26 

$12.60 

$12.95 

$13.30 

$13.65 

$14.00 

$14.35 

$14.70 

$15.05 

$15.40 

$15.75 

$16.10 

$16.45 

$16.80 

$17.15 

$17.50 

$17.85 

$18.20 

$18.55 

$18.90 

$19.25 

$19.60 

$19.95 

$20.30 

$20.65 

$21.00 

$21.35 

$21.70 

$22.05 

$22.40 

$22.75 

More  to  say?  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper,  at  a  cost  of  35(t  per  word. 
Business  ads:  70c  per  word. 

D  Cost  of  ad  $ times  number of  runs  $_ 

HEADINGS 

D  BOLD($5.00timesnumber of  runs) 

D  STANDOUT ($10.00  times  number of  runs) 

n  GRABBER  ($15.00  times  number of  runs) 

Total  cost  of  ad  before  discounts 

DISCOUNTS 

D  Two  runs.  Deduct  15% 

n  Ttiree  or  four  runs.  Deduct  20% 

n  Five  to  nine  runs.  Deduct  25% 

n  Ten  runs.  Deduct  30% 

n  I  am  a  subscriber  I  can  deduct  $1.00. 

DRAWER  SERVICE 

( 1  Please  assign  number  and  forward  replies. 
I  enclose  $4.00  per  ad  per  issue. 

SUBSCRIBE! 

[  I  I  want  to  subscribe. 

(Add  subscription  cost  to  subtotal.) 


$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

-$ 
-$ 
-$ 
-$ 

-$ 

1.00 

Subtotal  $ 

$ 

Subtotal  $ 

n  f^anada               S 

13.95 

G  International    $ 
Total  enclosed  $ 

15.95 

DEADLINE  FOR  THE  JULY/AUGUST  ISSUE:  5  PM,  FRIDAY,  JUNE  8 


CAR  FOR  SALE 

1980  RABBIT,  good  condition,  blue,  just  driven  oc- 
ca.sionally  to  the  bars,  asking  S5,000or  best  offer.  Call 
James,  944-3214. 


Name    _ 
Address 
City 


Province 


Code 


L    Ctieque/money  order  enclosed 
Charge  my  ,    Visa  .     Mastercharge 

Card  number    

Expirydate 


Clip  this  form  and  mail  it  with  payment  to;  TBP  CLASSIFIEDS.  Box  7289.  Station  A. 
Toronto, ON  M5W  1X9.  DE13 
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THE  BARN 

TORONTO 

LEATHER  &  WESTERN  BAR 
83  GRANBY  STREET 

(CORNER  OF  CHURCH) 

416-977-4684 


A  PLACE  TO  MEET  FRIENDS 

CRUISING  •  PINBALL  •  JUKE  BOX 


MONDAY  -  SATURDAY  8  PM  —  1  AM 
SUNDAY  5  PM  —  11  PM 


Enjoy 

Relaxing  Music 

at  the  Piano  Bar  and 

Elegant  Dining 

in  the  Restaurant 


12:00  -  I  OOp  m. 

Saturday 
5  00  -  I  00  p.m. 


4:00-  11:00  p.m. 
Sunday  Brunch  $4.95 


418  Church     •     977-4702 


9  Isabella  St., Tor  onto,  Canada 

(416)921-3012 
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MODELSESCORTS 

EDMONTON.  Hunky  male  escort,  31,  6'  180  lbs, 
hairy,  prefer  out-of-town  hotel  registered  guest. 
Write  Drawer  E060. 

TORONTO 

HANDSOME,  COMPETITIVE  BODYBUILDER 
available  for  modelling.  Big,  blond  and  beautiful. 
Call  927-0558. 

"HOT",  CUTE  ITALIAN,  5'7"  150  lbs,  into 
bodybuilding.  Slender,  youthful,  good-looking,  ac- 
tor, model,  escort.  Call  "Angelo"  anytime.  Absolute 
discretion  assured.  363-3417. 

"GENTLEMEN'S  GENTLEMEN"  —  Two  clean- 
cut  good-looking  males,  19  and  22,  available  for  per- 
sonal escort/model  services.  922-2089. 

BRIGHT,  ATTRACTIVE  STUDENT  (21),  discreet 
and  versatile,  seeks  position  as  personal  escort.  Steve: 
961-4680. 

GAY  WHITE  MALE,  19,  slim,  athletic,  available  for 
escort  and  modelling.  I  have  three  years  experience  as 
an  escort  /model.  For  discreet  consultation  call  Dave: 
927-9974. 

2  EXCLUSIVE  MALES  active/passive  available  for 
your  personal  pleasure  by  appt.  only.  Please  call 
360-6183. 


GUYS  'n'  GALS 

From  Burt  Reynolds 

to  Elvis  CostQilos, 

from  Dolly  Partons 

toTwiggys. 

All  types  of  models  available. 

Call  (416)  461-6676 


TORONTO  ESCORTS  &  MODELS 

FULFILL  YOUR  FANTASIES.  Lean  muscular  26, 
5' 11"  170  lbs,  masculine,  clean  cut  man  available  as 
escort  and/or  model.  Call  Rick:  653-21 15. 

PRISONERS 

A  NOTE  to  prisoners  who  wish  to  have  pen  pals  — 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  is  offering  a  pen- 
pal service  to  men  and  women  prisoners  through  the 
church's  prison  ministry.  Prison  Ministry,  730  Bath- 
urst  St,  Toronto,  ON  M5S  2R4. 

GAYS  AND  YOUNG  PRISONERS  threatened  with 
sexual  exploitation,  in  institutions  everywhere,  bene- 
fit from  the  work  of  The  Prometheus  Foundation, 
which  also  protects  gays  in  society  from  rip-offs  by 
unscrupulous  inmates.  For  information  on  the  Pen 
Pal  Group  and  other  vital  programmes,  and  a  copy  of 
FIRE!,  the  Foundation's  newsletter,  send  SASE  to: 
Prometheus,  Box  12954,  Pittsburgh,  PA  15241. 

LEFT  BANK  BOOKS  sponsors  a  Books  For  Prisoners 
projea .  Through  donations  and  a  postage  grant  we  are 
able  to  send  free  miscellaneous  books  to  inmates  every- 
where, (provided  an  institution  allows  them).  We  offer 
special  order  books  at  cost  (usually  35-40%  off).  Pris- 
oners and  other  interested  persons  should  write:  Books 
For  Prisoners,  Box  A,  92  Pike  St,  Seattle,  WA  98101. 


FRIENDS 


INTERNATIONAL 


LOS  ANGELES  gay  male  couple  will  share  two  bed- 
rooms in  home  with  coupled  Olympic  visitors. 
$55 /day /couple.  Write  Tony,  PO  Box  1374,  Sun 
Valley,  CA  91353  USA 

TOKYO  CONNECTIONS.  Attractive  blond  GWM 
couple  going  Sept/ 84,  wants  fashion  industry  con- 
tacts. Any  advice  appreciated.  213-150  Douglas  St, 
Victoria  V8V2P1. 

I'M  A  29-YEAR-OLD  FEMALE,  bisexual,  happily 
married  and  I  have  a  6-year-old  daughter.  I'm  now  a 
farmer,  but  I  used  to  live  several  years  in  a  quite  big  ci- 
ty. I  would  like  to  find  friends  from  other  countries 
loo.  I  have  many  hobbies,  writing  letters,  collecting 
stamps,  commercial  stickers,  books  (mostly  detective 
stories  and  fairyiales),  rock-records,  big  hairy  dogs  (1 
have  Briard  and  Bearded-Collie,  girls),  fishing, 
gardening,  knitting  and  other  hand-crafts,  reading, 
TV  and  video,  all  good  sports,  swimming,  fast  cars 
and  big  (rucks,  etc.  Write  to  me,  whether  you're  man 
or  woman,  in  English  please.  Mrs  Sirkka  Salminen, 
Iia-Seppaia,  SF-5870O,  SULKAVA,  FINLAND. 
GAY  COUPLE.  3 1  &  27,  living  in  N.  Detroit  suburbs, 
wishes  10  meet  other  couples  for  socializing,  hospitali- 
ty.  etc.  Easygoing  types  with  interests  including  sf. 
computers,  video,  travel,  languages,  and  other  in- 
iclligenl  pursuits.  WE  think  we're  worth  knowing, 
you  probably  are  loo.  Give  us  a  iry!  Wriie  Tom  & 
Tom,  32600  Concord  Dr.  No.  624,  Madison  Heights 
Ml  48071  USA 


MARRY  ME  PLEASE 

BRITISH  GU  Y  would  like  lo  mcci  Canadian  girl  for  a 
mutually  advantageous  marriage.  My  lover  has  had  lo 
move  back  to  Canada  and  I  miss  him  very  much.  Will 
you  hclpusgei  back  together?  1  hope  lo  hear  from  you 
soon  and  thanks.  P.S.  I  would  like  lo  relocate  lo 
Southern  Ontario  around  London.  Drawer  E394. 

NATIONAL^ 

ARF  YOU  A  GAY  gentleman.  European,  blond, 
bfuc-eyed.  24-34  years,  well  buili,  financially  respon- 
sible for  some  help  and  needs  his  Canadian  cilizcn- 
ship?  I  am  a  5'6"  aiiractive  Canadian  gay  lady,  30s, 


dark  long  hair,  dark  eyes,  slightly  tanned  skin.  Write 
and  send  pholo  to:  Gypsy  Mary,  3436  Prud'Homme 
St,  Montreal  QC  H4A  3H4. 


FRIENDS:  FEMALE 

INTERNATIONAL 

GAY  WOMEN  WRITE/meet  everywhere!  through 
The  Wishing  Well  Magazine  Program.  Confidential 
(Code  Numbers  used), supportive.dignified, prompt. 
Ten  years'  reliable  reputation.  Tender,  loving  alterna- 
tive. Introductory  copy  US$5  (mailed  discreetly  first 
class).  Canadian  women  especially  welcome!  Free  in- 
formation: Box  117,  Novalo,  CA  94948-0117. 

WOMAN,  USA  CITIZEN  (straight  or  gay)  sought 
for  marriage  of  mutual  benefit  by  Canadian  gay  male. 
Drawer  E426. 

SHY  YOUNG  LESBIAN  being  held  prisoner  in 
Nevada.  23,  5'4"  115  lbs,  blond,  attractive,  "fem". 
Being  released  soon,  will  relocate  for  right  woman. 
Seeks  friendship,  possible  relationship.  Lonely,  and 
have  no  one  who  cares.  If  you'd  care  to  share  the 
beautiful  things  in  life  with  me,  please  write.  I  have 
lots  of  love  in  my  heart!  Send  photo,  phone  first  let- 
ter. A.  Atkinson,  PO  Box  607,  Carson  City,  NV 
89701. 

TORONTO 

TIRED  OF  MEETING  HAT  CHECK  CLERKS  in  ice 
rinks?  Are  you  a  hot  beast?  A  Woman  IN  LOVE? 
Tired  of  a  good  thing?  1  have  a  1-year  guarantee  as  a 
certifiably  psychotic  rodent  who  is  undergoing  a  per- 
sonality change.  I  want  to  be  Laurie  Anderson.  Do 
you??  Why  not?  If  so,  please  send  your  story  to  The 
Rodent  at  Suite  E336. 

MATURE,  HONEST,  affectionate,  loving  female 
seeks  same  age  20-40  for  friendship  and/or  relation- 
ship. Enjoys  music,  singing,  conversations,  nice 
wines,  quiet  evenings.  Discretion  assured.  Please  rep- 
ly with  phone  number.  Will  answer  all.  Drawer  E387. 

SEEKS  Bl  LADY 

SOPHISTICATED  FEMININE  bisexual  gentleman 
wishes  to  meet  warm,  outgoing,  sincere  bisexual  or 
gay  lady.  1  am  older  (50),  tall  (6'  1 "),  slim  1 70  lbs,  af- 
fectionate, accomodating,  sensitive,  honest  and 
discreet.  Enjoy  music,  video,  jogging,  quiet  evenings 
and  intimate  social  gatherings.  Non-smoker,  social 
drinker.  Phone  appreciated.  Drawer  E375. 

SINCERE  FRIENDSIP  OR  MORE 

A  YOUNG,  COLLEGE  gay  male  is  seeking  a  gay  or 
bisexual  female  for  friendship.  I  am  masculine  in  ap- 
pearance, 20,  5'7"  130  lbs,  dark  hair,  brown  eyes.  My 
interests  include  theatre,  dancing,  dining  out  and 
cooking  al  home.  This  relationship  could  satisfy  our 
mutual  social  and  family  obligations,  possibly  mar- 
riage. Drawer  E403. 

FRIENDS:  MALE 

INTERNATIONAL 

TO  BE  FRIEND  AND  LOVER.  Bearded,  38,  6'  180 
lbs,  Levis-type,  F/A,  G/P,  smoker,  music-lover,  un- 
conventional life,  lots  of  affection,  looking  for  some- 
one to  love.  Anywhere.  Alive.  Franz  Schubert,  Box 
1430,  Succ  Desjardins.  Montreal  PQ  H5B  1H3. 

HORNY,  HOT,  correspondence  of  all  kinds  wanted 
from  anywhere.  J  /  O  —  washroom  sex,  curious  about 
W/S.  Try  me  in  your  first  letter.  Drawer  E291 . 

HONG  KONG  ORIENTAL,  27,  sincere,  honest,  and 
easygoing,  wants  the  same  kind  of  friends.  Loves 
travelling,  reading,  music,  etc.  Seeks  friends 
everywhere.  Plans  lo  be  in  Canada.  You  will  know 
what  kind  of  person  1  am!  Drawer  E343. 

INTERESTED  IN  WRITING  only  men  25-30.  Many 
hobbies  —  love  people  (but  fussy  about  friends), 
mountains  and  poetry.  J  Mon,  Mt  St  Benedict, 
Trinidad. 

ATTRACTIVE  INDIAN  GAY  MALE  24,  university 
graduate,  seeks  friendship  and  correspondence  with 
gay  males  about  same  age  or  older.  Interests  include 
music,  movies,  reading,  philately,  travelling.  Phoios 
will  be  highly  appreciated  and  all  letters  will  be 
answered.  Mr  Pranab  Coomar,  148/A,  BK  Paul 
Avenue,  Calcutia  700  005  (W.  B.),  INDIA. 

I'M  BIKING  ACROSS  CANADA  Ihis  summer  and 
looking  for  some  friends  along  the  way.  I'm  a  6'  175 
lb,  21-year-old  college  student  with  black  hair,  blue 
eyes.  Handsome  and  athletic.  May  to  September, 
California  lo  Quebec.  Please  write  with  phoio:  Caleb 
Torsdagn,  Box  775,  Davis  CA  95617. 

IRREVERENT  SILICON  VALLEY  EXEC.  Funny, 
warm,  winy  runner,  32,  has  east-coast  intellecl, 
California  peacefulness.  Healthy,  5'7"  135  lbs,  blue 
eyes,  medium  length  red  hair,  beard.  Interested  in 
marine  biology,  wilderness,  management,  ger- 
man/swedish  cars,  backpacking,  Poe  and 
Hawthorne,  architecture,  Chez  Panisse,  trains, 
classical  music  and  everburning  issue  of  how  Newport 
Folk  Festival /Joni  Mitchell /Baez  groupie  ends  up 
glued  to  Dave  Edmunds.  Looking  for  highly  in- 
telligenl,  upbeai,  creative,  affeclionale,  nonsmoking 
achiever  in  4 1 5/408  southern  707  area  codes  of  SF  Bay 
area.  SAAB,  Volvo,  BMW,  pickup  drivers; 
mousiachc,  longish  hair  are  turn-ons.  Please  reply 
with  pholograph.  Drawer  E367. 

INTERESTED  IN  PURCHASING  books,  stories  or 
videos  (VHS)  on  corporal  punishmeni.  Vincent 
O'Brien,  PO  Box  128— Cathedral,  Boston  MA 
02118. 

GWM.  WIDELY  TRAVELLED,  seeks  sincere 
discreel  gent  of  European  background  lo  40,  in  or  ex 
military  or  otherwise.  Own  home  Ea.siern  Canada. 
Drawer  E427. 


fnontgomenii 
Leathers 


Box  161,  Agincourt 

(Toronto),  Ontario,  Canada 

M1S3B6 


Visa,  Chargex  or 

Mastercharge 

accepted 

Catalogue  3  now  available! 

Illustrated  32  page 

catalogue 

$5.00  -I-  90«  postage 

and  handling 

ASK  FOR  IT! 


Adults  only  —  must  be  legal  age. 


No.  783 
Grommet  Jock 
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GET  A  BITE  OF  THE  BIG  APPLE 

•  Play  B%S  Big  Apple  Bingo  • 

AND 
WIN  A  TRIP  FOR  TWO  TO 

FABULOUS  NEW  YORK  CITY 


How  Does  It  Work? 


To  be  eligible  to  win.  with  any  drink  purctiased  at  Boots  Irom  May  14  to  June  13  you  will  receive  a  ticket 

Collect  all  your  tickets  and  bring  them  along  to  the  Big  Apple  Bingo  at  Boots  on  June  I3that9  30 

Ten  tickets  can  be  exchanged  lor  one  Bingo  card  The  lucky  winner  ot  the  bingo  game  will 

WIN  A  WEEKEND  FOR  TWO  IN  NEW  YORK 

The  prize  includes 

•  Return  air  tare  •  Three  nights  hotel  accommodations  al  incenira  Village  House  in  Greenwich  Village 

•  $100  U  S  spending  money  •  .ill  the  tun  you  can  h.ive  •  .inn  ii  s  all  on 

I.-1J:V"I 


BIG  APPLE  BINGO  NIGHT 
JUNE  13 


B/^(rs 
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VANCOUVER 

YOUR  HOME? 

Then  you  can  pick  up  The  Body  Politic 
at  one  of  these  convenient  stores. 


WEST  END 

Reading  Centre.  621  W  Pender 

Manhattan  Books.  1081  Robson 

European  News.  1136  Robson 

Little  Sisters  Books.  1221  Tliurlow 

Dally  Foods.  1212  Robson 

Robson  Supermarket.  1204  Robson 

Waydel  Enterprise.  1139  Davie 

Discovery  Books.  1206  Davie 

BC  Supermarket.  1518  Robson 

Sunset  Books.  1795  Robson 

Denman  Market.  940  Denman 

RIcardo's  Market.  991  Denman 

Ctiris  Grocery.  1063  Denman 

Denman  Grocery.  1080  Denman 

English  Bay  Book  Co.  102-1184  Denman 

KITSILANO 

VIP  News.  2440  Granville  St 
Mayfair  News.  1515  W  Broadway 
Octopus  Books.  2250  W  4th  Ave 

Ariel  Books.  2766  W  4th  Ave 

DOWNTOWN 

Universal  Newsstand.  132  E  Hastings 

Sangs.  731  Davie 

Vancouver  Block.  742  Granville  St 

Castle  Tobacco,  750  Granville 

ELSEWHERE 

Octopus  Books.  1146  Cotnmerical 

Book  Warehouse.  632  W  Broadway 

Jack  &  Jill  Superette.  3026  Mountain  Hwy 


592  SHERBOURNE  921-3142 


1 

Devlin  Electrolysis 

Permanent  Hair  Removal 

Facial  —  Body 

Private  &  Confidential 

Mike  I  aking  (res.)  925-0087 
Toronto 

■ 

'Bum 

Toronto's  First 
Gay  Video  Bar 

592  Sherbourne  Street 
921-1035 


Canada's  oldest  penpal  club 
for  gay  men. 

GflV 
fllATCI 

Members  across  Canada 

and  the  U.S. 


P.O.  Box  3043b,  Saskatoon 
Sask  S7K  389 


COUNSELLING 
CENTRE  OF 
rTORONTO^= 


announces  its 


Annual 
General  Meeting 


Monday,  May  28, 1984,  7:30  pm 


at 


519  Church  St  Community  Centre 


The  agenda  will  include  the  chair- 
person's report  to  the  membership  and 
elections  to  the  Board  of  Directors.  All 
members  are  requested  to  attend. 

Anyone  who  would  like  to  become 
involved  with  the  GCCT  is  encouraged  to 
come  by. 

All  are  welcome. 


NATIONAL 


HI.  MY  NAME  IS  EDWARD.  I  am  31, 5'3"  140  lbs  1 
am  lonely  and  I  would  love  to  meet  young  sexy  boys 
who  just  love  straight  sex,  no  kinky  stuff.  Call  me 
anytime  at  1  -902-539-5693  or  write  Edward  MacPher- 
son,  129  French  St,  Sydney  NS  BIN  1Y8. 

WANTED:  FOR  FRIENDSHIP  and  cor- 
respondence.  A  chubby  (or  chaser),  clean-cut  male 
aged  30-60  years,  preferably  hairy.  I  am  32,  hairy, 
clean-cut.  I  am  an  honest,  sincere,  loving  person. 
Nude  photo  of  you  gels  one  of  me.  All  will  be 
answered.  Write:  Gordon  Phinney,  PC  Box  29,  Parr- 
sboro,  NS  BOM  ISO. 

JO  BUDDIES  WANTED  with  big  balls  and  cock.  If 
you  enjoy  JO,  talking  dirty,  phone  calls,  fantasies,  big 
balls,  bare  feet,  write  now.  Am  37,  attractive.  Drawer 
E271. 

YOUNG  GWM,  MASCULINE,  sexually  versatile,  to 
relocate  for  relationship  with  GWM,  50,  in  great 
shape.  Reliable,  sober,  honest  type  only.  Photo,  full 
details  please.  Henry.  PO  Box  6864,  Stn  A,  Saint 
John,  NBE2L4S3. 

25  AND  JUST  COMING  OUT.  Into  voyeurism  and 
exhibitionism,  would  like  nude  photo  exchange  with 
young  college  jocks,  wrestlers  and  others.  Drawer 
ElOI. 

50  GOING  ON  1 5  relocating  to  luxury  beach  house  in 
Victoria.  Welcomes  houseboy(s)  for  fun,  work  and 
freedom.  Write  for  details.  Drawer  E226. 

CALGARY  VIRGO  &  LEO  tired  of  bars  and  false 
friends  who  only  want  to  get  you  into  bed,  wish  to 
hear  from  singles,  lovers.  TV's  from  coast  to  coast  for 
laughs,  fun  and  good  times.  Write:  7 — 2006,  1 1  Ave 
SW,  Calgary  ALTA  T3C  0P2. 

WHEN  IN  MONTREAL,  call  Jean-Pierre,  849-5038. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  ~ 

GWTVI,  40,  slim,  muscular  build,  wants  to  meet 
others,  Saltspring  or  Sidney.  Drawer  E383. 

VICTORIA  BI  GUY  28,  tall,  goodlooking,  well- 
built,  wishes  to  meet  other  masculine  guys  for  casual 
friendship  and  occasional  sex.  Absolute  discretion 
guaranteed.  PO  Box  480,  Saanichton,  BC  VOS  IMO. 

VANCOUVER,  VICTORIA,  Okanagan  area  slaves 
wanted.  You  must  be  docile,  submissive,  athletic, 
muscular  and  clean.  Master  visiting  areas  July /Aug. 
Send  recent  photo.  Drawer  E404. 


VANCOUVER 


VANCOUVER  30-year-old  yuppie,  sandy/blue,  5'9" 
135  lbs  designer.  Goodlooking,  furry.  Likes:  New 
York,  anything  Italian,  foreign  films,  nouveHe 
cuisine,  weekends  out  of  town,  sex  with  a  little 
romance.  Dislikes:  generic  products,  light  wines, 
public  transit,  Davie  Street.  Would  like  to  hear  from 
others  30  plus  who  are  goodlooking,  have  head,  heart 
and  career  together.  Let's  make  a  date.  Potential  for 
nice  friendship  or  more.  Drawer  E384. 


ALBERTA 


SOUTHERN  ALBERTA  FRIEND  WANTED 

GWM,  47,  ENJOYS  OUTDOORS,  cross-country 
skiing,  gardening.  Looking  for  male  for  companion- 
ship in  the  Medicine  Hat  area.  Reply  with  photo  if 
possible,  and  phone  and  address.  Drawer  E284. 


CALGARY 


YOUNG,  ATTRACTIVE  TV  wants  to  meet  other 
TV's,  gays  and  TS's  for  friendship  and  fun.  Phone 
and  pic  if  possible.  Calgary.  Drawer  E362 

TEDDY  BEAR  WANTS  TO  MEET  YOU 

GWM,  36,  BLUE  EYES,  brown  hair,  lives  alone,  can 
entertain.  Write  with  photo  for  fast  reply.  Looking 
for  a  sincere  type  for  possible  relationship.  Drawer 
E298 

GWM,  26,  5'6"  130  lbs,  physically  and  mentally 
healthy,  professional,  many  varied  interests,  sexually 
versatile,  reliable,  humorous,  positive,  easygoing. 
Looking  for  man  of  similar  character,  25-39  for  com- 
panionship (relationship?).  Let's  get  together  for  din- 
ner or  ???.  Send  photo  if  possible,  all  replies 
answered.  I  look  forward  to  hearing  from  you. 
Drawer  E3 18. 

GENEROUS  CALGARY  EXECUTIVE  43  in- 
terested  in  regular  meetings  with  intelligent  man. 
Drawer  E429. 

RECOMBINANT  DNA  is  one  of  my  interests.  (In 
fact  it's  my  job.)  I  am  a  29-year-old,  5' 10"  150  lb 
blond,  attractive,  out-of-the-closet  gay  man.  In- 
terests include  music,  computers,  touching,  enzymes, 
politics,  movies,  hiking,  intimacy.  I  am  looking  for  in- 
telligent, serious-minded,  happy  friends  20-35  in 
Calgary.  Scientific  background  appreciated  but  not 
essential.  Sen.se  of  humour  necessary.  Drawer  E410. 


EDMONTON 


G  WM ,  6'  I "  1 65  lbs,  blue  eyes,  brown  hair,  young  36, 
fit,  moderately  hairy.  Clean-cut,  positive,  quiet,  af- 
fectionate. Computer  programmer,  own  townhouse. 
Nature  lover,  non-smoker.  Like  good  conversation, 
backpacking,  photography,  cycling,  science  fiction, 
folk  music.  Looking  for  committed  relationship  with 
non-macho  male.  Younger  unhairy  preferred,  not 
essential.  Your  clear  photo  gets  mine.  Everyone 
answered.  Discretion  assured,  expected.  Bill,  Box  42, 
Sub-PO  11,  Edmonton  T6G  2E0. 

GWM,24,5'9"  125  lbs,  varied  interests  wants  to  meet 
GWM,  25-40,  into  bodybuilding  for  exercise,  friend- 
ship, possible  relationship.  Photo,  Bob.  Drawer 
E093. 

EDMONTON,  JUST  ARRIVED,  25,  GWM  5'8" 
150  lbs.  Enjoys  swimming,  badminton,  volleyball, 
horses.  Would  like  to  meet  other  GWM  20-35. 
Drawer  E279. 
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MASCULINE  ASS  seeks  singles,  doubles,  triples,  or 
groups  for  gang  rape.  Will  accomodate  bis  or  married 
men  only.  Total  discretion  essential.  Drawer  E195 

40S,  LIVING  IN  SMALL  CITY  and  frequent  visitor 
to  Edmonton,  seeks  friends  to  share  a  wide  range  of 
interests.  PO  Box  5382,  Fon  McMurry.  ABT9H  3G4. 

ORGY  WORKOUTS 

21  GWM  ARRANGES  GROUP  SEX  for  OWM's 
21-50,  married,  bi  or  straight.  Hot  raunch  scenes. 
Photo  and  sexual  preference  desirable.  Drawer  E38I . 

REGINA 

MALE  50  YEARS  YOUNG  would  like  to  meet 
others.  Regina,  Saskatoon  area.  PO  Box  264,  Regina 
SKS4P3A1. 

GOOD  HEAD 

ATTRACTIVE  YOUNG  MALE,  5' 10"  140  lbs, 
wants  several  masculine,  well-hung  studs  to  service  on 
a  regular  basis.  No  reciprocation  wanted.  Tell  me 
what  you  want.  Drawer  E363. 


WINNIPEG 


25-YEAR-OLD  MALE  feeling  rather  lonely  and 
isolated  here.  I  consider  myself  decent,  intelligent, 
creative,  witty,  caring,  talented  and  modest.  At  some 
point  in  some  time  I  would  like  to  meet  someone 
similar.  Could  this  be  that  point  in  time?  Drawer  E 1 77 

NORTHERN  ONTARIO        ~ 

WANTED:  17-30,  clean-cut,  bi  or  gay  male,  130-165 
lbs,  fit,  inactive,  Orillia,  Baseborden,  Barrie,  for 
white,  military  bi  male,  190  lbs,  weightlifter,  jogger, 
blond,  in  20s.  Box  873,  Barrie,  Ontario  L4M  4Y4. 

HEY  MUGSY!  Wanna  play  tough  guy  wit  dis  6'1", 
27,  165,  mobster?  But  no  drugs,  hey.  Dis  is  a  clean 
job.  Say  Al  sent  ya.  North  Bay.  Drawer  E364. 

PROFESSIONAL  MALE  seeking  solid,  responsible 
35  or  younger,  similar  but  endowed  and  mentally 
developed  "David"  type  male  for  permanent  rela- 
tionship. Drawer  E408. 


TORONTO 


HANDSOME  BI  J/O  STUD  seeks  action  with  other 
hot  men.  Am  29, 6'  165  lbs,  moustache.  Photo  a  must 
before  meeting!  Travel  frequently  —  can  accomodate 
buddies.  If  you  want  the  best,  then  go  for  it!  Drawer 
E049. 

ATTRACTIVE  YOUNG  CHINESE  seeks  masculine 
or  slim  male  for  love  or  relationship,  18-38.  Photo  if 
possible,  sincere  only  reply.  Drawer  E262. 

ATTRACTIVE  GWM,  40.  5' 10"  160  lbs,  wishes  to 
meet  submissive  male  for  B/D,  S/M,  etc.  Any  scene 
considered.  I'm  a  sincere,  stable,  affectionate  profes- 
sional who  is  not  into  bars  or  baths.  Limits  respected. 
Novices  welcomed.  Reply  in  confidence.  Drawer 
E269. 

MALE,  48,  would  like  to  meet  masculine  male  over  40 
and  up  for  good  time.  Drawer  E270. 

GWM  ~ 

GWM,  34,  slim  build,  clean-shaven,  looking  for 
same.  Guys  21-35  who  could  F/F  and  give  G/S.  Into 
giving  and  receiving.  Photo  gets  prompt  reply. 
Drawer  E273. 

URANTIA  READER,  31,  blond,  blue,  6'!"  165  lbs, 
attractive,  intelligent,  seeks  other  readers  (new  or 
veteran)  to  interface  with.  Confidentiality  respected. 
Drawer  E377. 

STABLE.  HEALTHY,  PROFESSIONAL  36,  5' 10" 
170  lbs,  moustache,  hairy  body,  interested  in  classical 
music,  computers,  linguistics,  cookery,  physical 
fitness,  cycling,  swimming,  seeks  compatible  guy  with 
moustache  for  close  friendship  or  live-in  relationship. 
Must  have  evenings  and  weekends  free  and  live  in 
Metro  Toronto.  Drawer  E380. 

NEED  PHOTOS  OF  YOURSELF?  Head  shots, 
nudes,  negatives  returned.  Ring  studio  532-4380.  In- 
quiries welcome,  inexpensive. 

ATTRACTIVE,  SECURE,  WARM,  sincere,  in- 
telligent,  39  GWM  6",  185  lbs,  FR/A/P,  GR/A/P. 
Want  to  meet  other  attractive  male  to  45  for  compa- 
nionship and  whatever  develops.  Numerous  interests. 
Live  alone  Thornhill.  Cottage  up  North .  Total  discre- 
tion assured.  Very  supportive  and  patient.  Much  to 
offer  right  person.  Go  for  it.  Probably  be  good  for 
both  of  us.  Married  or  inexperienced  okay.  Photo  ap- 
preciated although  not  absolutely  necessary.  Drawer 
E393. 


Toronto's  Gay  Community  Calendar 

923-GAYS 

24-hour  recorded  message 


REGULAR  GUY,  34,  wishes  to  meet  same.  Toronto 
West — Etobicokecan  be  a  better  place!  Drawer  E390. 

SINCERE  AND  WARM 

GWM,  25,  6',  165  lbs,  brown  hair/ moustache. 
Queen's  grad  student,  yei  to  find  thai  special  relation- 
ship. Considered  very  attractive,  sexy  body,  honest, 
sincere,  intelligent,  political,  non-promiscuous, 
sociable.  Interests:  people,  dancing,  music,  sports, 
artr.  nature,  conversation,  animals.  Frequent  visitor 
to  Toronto.  No  drugs  or  kinks.  Seeks  attractive  pro- 
fessional/student of  similar  age  for  friendship/rela- 
tionship. Send  detailed  personal  letter.  Phoio  and 
phone  appreciated.  Write  soon!  Drawer  E405. 

RAUNCHY 
ATTRACTIVE  MUSCULAR  MALE.  26.  straight- 
looking,  seeks  similar  young,  masculine,  muscular 
studs  for  hoi  limes.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer  E406. 


CYCLIST:  LOOKING  FOR  SERIOUS  CYCLIST  50 
to  70  miles/day  for  day  outing,  occasional  week-end 
and  2  weeks  holiday  end  of  July.  Possibly  Montreal  to 
Provincetown.  Me:  professional  engineer,  33  years 
old,  simple,  organizedr  honest,  goodlooking,  in 
shape,  straight-looking,  seek  similar  to  join  me  on  my 
outings,  possibly  share  sleeping  bag.  Drawer  E330. 

GWM,  35,  5' 10"  175  lbs,  brown  hair,  reddish  body 
hair,  muscular  build,  masculine,  easy-going  country 
type,  very  horny,  well  hung.  Enjoy  quiet  times,  music, 
little  drink  and  smoke,  mutual  JO.  Seek  straight- 
looking  easy-going  younger  male  or  couples  for  good 
times,  have  country  home.  Let's  hear  from  guys  in 
central  and  eastern  Ontario.  Can  travel.  Photo  and 
phone  appreciated.  Hope  to  hear  from  you  soon. 
Drawer  EOOl . 

WM,  ATTRACTIVE,  late  twenties,  6"  150  lbs,  in- 
terested  in  camaraderie  with  similar  males.  Would 
welcome  more  expansive  relationship  with  one  who  is 
sincere,  honest,  considerate,  giving,  as  I  am.  Keen  on 
arts,  reading,  world  affairs,  dining,  walks, 
philosophy,  travel,  conversation,  quiet  moments  with 
someone  special.  Willing  to  share  my  time  with  in- 
telligent, personal-growth  oriented  non-conformist. 
Not  keen  on  bar  scene  though  occasionally  enjoy  dan- 
cing. Drawer  E388. 

GWM,  YOUNG  43,  5'7",  attractive,  moustache, 
good  build,  thoughtful,  warm,  affectionate,  seeks 
man  29-45  for  possible  relationship.  Loves  to  cuddle 
and  kiss  during  long  sessions  of  sex.  Enjoys  most 
cultural  activities,  swimming,  walking,  dancing, 
travel,  most  music.  Non-smoker.  Photo  and  phone 
number  appreciated.  Drawer  E382. 

GAY  MALE,  40s,  seeks  same  to  25,  looks  no  matter, 
sincerity  a  must.  Very  considerate.  Thanks.  Drawer 
E376. 

INDUSTRIAL  STRENGTH 

HOT/HORNY,  29,  seeks  intense  one-on-one  action. 
Blue  collars,  truck/bus  drivers,  the  uniformed,  etc. 
Welcome  straight,  gay  or  bi.  Rough  stuff  but  no  S/M. 
Photo  to  Boxholder,  Box  12,  Station  F,  Toronto 
M4Y  2L4. 

GWM,  50s,  quiet  masculine  professional,  non- 
promiscuous,  would  like  to  give  head  on  a  regular 
basis  to  a  very  well-hung  guy;  no  reciprocation. 
Drawer  E040. 

PROFESSIONAL  GWM,  38,  190  lbs  6'4",  seeks 
young  man  over  21  for  hot  times.  I  am  into  most 
things  and  love  spanking.  Discretion  assured  and  ex- 
pected. Drawer  E162. 

GWM  35  WOULD  LIKE  TO  GO  NUDE  sunbathing 
but  has  no  place  to  go.  If  you  have  a  private  deck  to 
share  on  a  sunny  day  please  send  phone.  Drawer 
E285. 

28-YEARYOUNG 

WHIRLING  DIRVISH  of  the  4H  CLUB  —  Healthy, 
Happy,  Humpy,  Homo's  seeking  new  members  for 
fun  initiations.  Past  initiations:  appreciate  "Klaus 
Nomi"  read  Norweiler's  "'That  Other  realm  of 
Freedom"  new  initiations  prefer  same  but  versatility  a 
pre-requisite  —  energy  a  must,  personality  a  plus. 
Kinetic  responses  get  immediate  replies.  P.S.  3P's 
would  be  appreciated,  photo-phone-privacy.  Drawer 
E397. 

INCURABLE  ROMANTIC 

WELL  ADJUSTED,  ATTRACTIVE,  young 
Japanese  seeks  to  meet  an  attractive  male  in  his  early 
20s  for  a  summer  affair,  hopefully  more.  I  am  not  into 
drugs,  though  I  enjoy  social  drinking  and  smoking.  I 
am  looking  for  someone  to  share  a  long  term 
monogamous  relationship  with  .  Interested?  Please 
reply  with  photo  and  phone  to  Drawer  E389. 

YING-YANG 

MEET  A  MAN  who  enjoys  the  duality  of  nature.  I  am 
33  years,  6',  slim,  brown  hair,  165  lbs.  I  appreciate  the 
masculine  and  feminine  in  a  person.  I  like  opera  and 
rock,  ballet  and  disco  dancing,  romantic  evenings 
with  wine  and  kinky  evenings  with  recycled  beer, 
smooth  buns  and  hairy  chests.  Like  to  know  more? 
Write  with  photo  if  possible,  and  we  can  get  together. 
Drawer  E401. 

NEED  A  WEIGHTLIFTING  BUDDY?  I'm  a  slim, 
attractive  and  intelligent  young  man  who  wants  to 
meet  a  guy  with  weight  set  for  training  and  compa- 
nionship. Drawer  E402. 

GWM,  170  lbs,  6'4"  27,  interested  in  meeting  men 
who  are  into  the  arts  scene.  Open-minded  men  who 
don't  mind  accepting  all  that's  in  view.  Men  who  en- 
joy stimulating  evenings,  pulsating  nights  and  dreamy 
mornings.  Just  looking  for  close  friends,  not  restric- 
ting lovers.  Photo  and  phone  appreciated.  Drawer 
E400. 

WOULD  YOU  ENJOY  COMPANY 

21,  130,  CUTE  LOOKING,  wants  to  meet  or  corres- 
pond with  others  who  enjoy  enema,  giving  or  receiv- 
ing, and  good  evening  at  home.  Phone  and  photo  ap- 
preciated. Will  answer  all.  Drawer  E398. 

JO  FREAK,  28, 6'2"  175  lbs,  athletic  jogger  wants  to 
connect  with  other  jocks  21-35  for  elaborate  sessions 
watching  videoporn.  Photo  and  hot  letter.  Discreet, 
sensible.  Drawer  E409. 

MAKE  ME  BEG  FOR  IT! 

I'M  27,  GOODLOOKING,  well-hung,  and  do  as  I  am 
told.  You're  21-35,  health-conscious,  tall,  muscular, 
and  have  a  wild  imagination.  No  bondage,  FF,  drugs. 
Send  photo  and  details  to  Box  325,  Stn  T,  Toronto 
Ont.  IV16B4A3.  You  won't  regret  it! 

BI  WM,  23,  SCHOOL'S  OUT,  looking  for  students 
who  enjoy  head  in  afternoons,  my  place.  Age, 
description  please!  Drawer  E437. 

CUDDLY  MALE,  nice  smile,  weightlifter's  build. 
Varied  spiritual,  cultural  and  athletic  interests.  Seeks 
another  for  friendship  and/or  relationship.  I  have  a 
sexual  dysfunction.  Drawer  E'436. 
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Certified  Cheque  or  Money 
Order  payable  to 
STALLION  VIDEO  INC. 
Depi   226 

810  West  Broadway  Street 
Vancouver.  B  C.  V5Z  4C9 


NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

PROVINCE 

POSTAL   CODE 

FORMAT: 


SIGNED: 


VHS 


or 


BETA 


TOTAL  PRICE  OF  MOVIES  IN  NEW 
RELEASE  SECTION 
(CONSULT  PRICE  SCHEDULE) 

TOTAL  PRICE  OF  TOP  SO  SPECIALS 
(CONSULT  PRICE  SCHEDULE) 

B.C.  Residents  Add  7%  Sales  Tax 

Shipping  &  Handling  $3.50  per  Tape 

TOTAL  PRICE  INCLUDING  SHIPPING 


FREE 


(21  YEARS  AND  OVER) 
(STALLION  IS  A  FOUNDING  MEMBER  OF  THE  GREATER  VANCOUVER  BUSINESS  ASSOCIATION.)  PLEASE  ALLOW    21  DAYS    FOR  DELIVERY  AFTER  RECEIPT  OF  ORDER. 
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VIDEO 


STALLION'S  TOP  50  SPECIAL 


Order:    1  title  at  $34.95,  including  shipping 

2  titles  at  $32.95  each,  including  shipping 

3  or  nnore  at  only  $29.95  each,  incl.  shipping 


n 

D 

n 


D  1.  A  Matter  of  Size 

D  2.  Huge  no.  2 

D  3.  Winner's  Circle  (new  listing) 

D  4.  Leo  &  Lance  (new  listing) 

D  5.  Malibu  Days,  Big  Bear  Nights 

□  6.  Best  Little  Warehouse  in  L.A. 
D  7.  For  Members  Only 

D  8.  Games 

D  9.  Al  Parker's  Turned  On 

10.  Falcon  Videopac  no.  24  ("Style") 

11.  The  Other  Side  of  Aspen 

12.  Good  Times  Gumming  (Lance) 

13.  Greenhorn  (Western) 

D  14.  Seven  in  a  Barn  (J.  Brian) 

D  15.  Huge  no.  1 

n  16.  El  Paso  Wrecking  Corp.  (Joe  Gage) 

D  17.  Nights  in  Black  Leather  (Peter  Berlin) 

D  18.  Johnny  Harden  &  Friends  (new  listing) 

D  19.  Tuesday  Morning  Workout  (J.  Brian) 

D  20.  Printer's  Devils  (William  Higgins) 

□  21.  The  Idol 

D  22.  Wet  Shorts  (award) 

D  23.  Pacific  Coast  Highway 

D  24.  The  Boys  of  Venice 

D  25.  The  Boys  of  San  Francisco 

D  26.  These  Bases  Are  Loaded 

D  27.  The  Diary  (Toby  Ross) 

D  28.  Brothers  Should  Do  It 

n  29.  All  Tied  Up  (Arch  Brown) 

D  30.  Cell  Block  no.  9 

D  31.  Jeff  Noll's  Buddies 

D  32.  Centurians  of  Rome 

n  33.  Kept  After  School  (Nova) 

D  34.  Against  the  Rules 

D  35.  Teenage  Handymen 

n  36.  A  Night  at  Halsted's 

D  37.  Cruisin'  The  Castro  (new  listing) 

D  38.  New  York  City  Pro  (Leo  Ford) 

D  39.  Rear  Deliveries 

D  40.  The  Class  of  '84,  Part  2 

D  41.  Revenge  of  the  Nighthawk 

D  42.  The  Class  of  '84,  Part  1 

n  43.  Hot  Shots  (Casey  Donovan) 

D  44.  Pegasus 

D  45.  Eyes  of  a  Stranger 

D  46.  L.A.  Tool  &  Die  (Joe  Gage) 

D  47.  Up  'n'  Gumming 

D  48.  American  Cream  (Uniforms) 

D  49.  Roommates  (Kip  Noll) 

D  50.  Orgy  (Christopher  Rage)  (new  listing) 


' 

TO  ORDER:  Send  this  list  with  the  order  form  and 

receive  a  75-page  illustrated  catalogue. 


GWM,  25,  5'9",  slim,  professional,  straight  looking 
and  acting,  seeks  similar  guys  under  30  for  fun, 
friendship  and  ?  Photo  and  phone.  Drawer  E3%. 

WANTED. ..MATURE,  MASCULINE,  clean,  gay, 
well  hung,  strong  mind,  professional,  35-40,  who 
knows  what  he  wants.  Am  attractive,  fun-loving, 
healthy,  35,  5'1",  honest,  good  GWM  into  cycling, 
outdoors,  the  arts,  wild  sex,  occasional  toke,  etc. 
Limits  respeaed.  Discretion  assured  and  expected. 
Sincere  replies  only.  Toronto.  Drawer  E395. 

ATTRACTIVE  PROFESSIONAL  GWM,  40s,  5'8", 
135  lbs,  affectionate,  sincere,  responsible,  discreet, 
intelligent,  seeks  non-promiscuous  friend /lover  who 
is  straight  appearing,  enjoys  travel,  theatre,  romance 
and  good  conversation.  Latins/Orientals  especially 
welcome.  30-45  preferred.  Drawer  E438. 

SEXUAL  WHITE  BEING,  32  years,  6'  175  lbs, 
bearded,  brown  hair,  brown  eyes.  Frisky  and  affec- 
tionate, yet  wise.  Interests:  higher  consciousness 
music,  computers  and  telecommunication,  new  age 
politics.  Special  fondness  for  taller,  huskier,  holistic 
beings.  Also  like  vibrating  to  deep  resonant  voices. 
Write  just  for  fun .  Photo  if  convenient .  Drawer  E4 1 7. 

HOT  HANDSOME  AFFECTIONATE  GWM 

MASCULINE  PROFESSIONAL  GWM,  6",  170  lbs, 
blue  eyes,  good  looking,  33,  seeks  similar  male  21-35 
who  is  well  hung,  sincere,  romantic  and  hot.  Not  into 
baths  or  bars.  Versatile  in  sex.  If  you  love  hot  action 
and  romance  &  affection,  write  giving  phone  no.  and 
photo.  Drawer  E435. 

GAY  MALE  COUPLE,  both  young,  good-looking, 
well-hung,  masculine,  seek  masculine  21-35.  Photo 
and  phone  number  get  same.  Drawer  D953. 

LITHE  26-YEAR-OLD  MAN.  Athletic  body,  1 50  lbs 
6'  with  'stache  into  sweaty,  hairy  muscular  men  of  all 
ages.  Phone  and  photo  to  Drawer  E290 

QUIET  PASSIVE  MALE,  white,  32,  5'I0"  I55lbs, 
wants  to  get  fucked  by  foul-mouthed  men  to  55  who 
like  to  describe  out  loud  what  they're  doing  to  me.  En- 
dowment not  important.  I'm  also  enema  and  JO 
curious.  Send  photo  if  possible.  Drawer  E289 

LEATHER  SLAVE 

NEEDS  STRICT  dominant  master  who  knows  how 
to  discipline  slave  with  whip.  Slave  enjoys  pain,  bon- 
dage and  servicing  masters.  Love  to  meet  Master 
Marc  again.  Photo  and  phone  please  "SIR".  Drawer 

E287. 

HOT  BUNS 

BI  WM,  160  lbs,  37, 6'  I "  looking  for  large,  well-hung 
horny  black  or  white  stud  to  service  hot  while  ass  on 
regular  basis.  Drawer  E302. 

ATTRACTIVE  WHITE  MALE,  27,  5"  11"  160  lbs 
seeks  horny  black  top  male  21-40.  Also  role  reversal, 
JO,  69.  Discreet.  Your  place.  Drawer  E303. 

I  AM  THE  "G"  IN  GREATGAYGUY 
SPOTLESSLY  PRESENTED,  straight-looking,  ef- 
fervescent, likeable;  seeking  suitable  complement  to 
suntan  and  chum  around  with.  Well-behaved,  desert 
loving.  Paul  922-8484. 

SLAVE  SEEKS  MASTER.  I'm  23,  5'9",  brown  hair 
&  eyes,  125  lbs,  Italian,  passive,  likes  recycled  beer, 
FF,  toys,  light  bondage.  Open  my  ass  up  sir.  Photo 
(returned)  and  phone.  Drawer  E434. 

INTELLIGENT,  PROFESSIONAL, 

knowledgeable,  well-established  lover  (40-75)  sought 
for  an  affectionate,  loving,  caring,  lasting  relation- 
ship by  a  bright,  stable,  ambitious  travelled  Chinese 
19.  Phone  number  appreciated.  Drawer  E433. 

AFFECTIONATE,  CARING  businessman.  36,  6*, 
husky,  seeks  younger,  sincere  male  for  friendship  or 
relationship.  I  enjoy  music,  theatre,  films,  long 
walks,  quiet  dinners,  socializing  and  getting  to  know 
people.  Drawer  E43I. 

ARE  YOU  JAPANESE/Korean/Chinese  and  into 
JO  and  porno?  I'd  like  to  meet  you.  I'm  a  GWM,  6' 
145  lbs,  age  39,  quiet  and  good  natured.  Drawer  E4I 5. 

READY  FOR  CHANGE  from  habits  and  bar  condi- 
tioning. Haunted  by  passing  time,  life  cycles,  system 
cycles  and  reasons  why.  Believe  in  laughing  daily,  cry- 
ing occasionally,  and  pulling  own  strings.  I  value 
health,  honesty,  friendships,  security,  affection.  En- 
joy arts,  science,  fitness  and  physical  contact .  No  ex- 
tremes. No  addictions.  36,  5' 10"  145  lbs.  fair.  Just 
trying  to  meet  a  mature,  handsome,  compatible, 
quality  man!  Drawer  E414. 

GWM.  BLOND,  intelligent.  38.  6'  170  lbs,  seeks  fun 
friend.  2 1  -40.  who  might  also  enjoy  talking,  cuddling, 
fantasy,  toys,  and/or  other  stimulants.  Discreet.  Un- 
prejudiced. Versatile.  Expectant!  Drawer  E4I3. 

GWM.  18,  SEEKS  similar  male  close  to  same  age  for 
relationship.  Photo  and  phone  number  appreciated. 
Drawer  E4I2. 

BODYBUILDER  30.  5'I I"  185  lbs.  A  16  W2.  W32. 
seeks  same  for  muscle  love.  I'll  bring  the  baby  oil. 
Photo  appreciated.  Drawer  E421. 

SUBMISSIVE.  GWM  NOVICE.  38.  requires  in- 
telligent.  inventive  master  for  exciting  B/D,  S/M 
meetings.  Drawer  E420. 

ATTRACTIVE  CLEAN-CUT  GWM  35.  6'  170  lbs, 
seeks  males  straight,  bi.  gay  who  arc  well  endowed, 
hot,  discreet,  masculine.  Love  denim,  leather, 
uniforms.  Discretion  a.ssured.  Married  men  welcome. 
Age  21-3S.  Send  picture,  phone,  fantasies.  Drawer 
F.4I9.  _^__^^ 

TOPMAN  WANTS  a  slim  Toronto  Bottom 
With  buns  round  and  firm  —  preferably  tite 
Hey  shy  fellah,  if  you  think  you  got  'em 
Do  I  have  a  pillow  you  oughta  bite. 
I'm  dcnimcd,  beefy,  relaxed  and  fun. 
Mid-aged  and  masculine  I  can  cuddle  all  nile. 
Both  firm  and  manly  my  loving  docs  run 
A  drug-free  Bottom  is  a  Topman's  dclite. 
Drawer  E4 1 8. 


TRACTION-RAILFAN,  mid  30s,  blond,  blue-eyed, 
bodybuilder,  non-smoker,  versatile,  seeks  similar  for 
friendship,  relationship.  Also  pursuing  formation 
gay  rail/traction  group.  Drawer  E430. 

WILLING  STUDENT  wishes  to  become  efficient 
slave  to  a  tall  muscular  master.  Please  Sir!  Let  me  get 
on  my  knees  and  kiss  your  feet.  Drawer  E428. 

SPECIAL  BLACK  FRIEND  WANTED 
BLACK  INTELLIGENT  HORNY  male  sought  as 
buddy  by  GWM  early  50s  for  sincere,  honest  friend- 
ship/relationship. Mutual  affection,  caring.  Not  into 
beauty  contest.  Drawer  E425. 

PROFESSIONAL,  ATHLETIC,  masculine  GWM, 
36,  6'  160  lbs,  enjoys  outdoors,  cycling,  skiing, 
travelling,  music,  movies,  theatre.  Interested  in 
meeting  slim  friends  under  30.  Photo  appreciated. 
Dislikes  typical  gay  scene-bars,  etc.  Drawer  E424. 

NOVICE,  28. 6'2"  175  lbs,  jock,  learning  about  W/S, 
F/F,  enemas.  Photo  and  hot  letter.  Leather,  blacks 
most  welcome.  Discretion  assured.  Drawer  E422. 

HOT  AFTERNOONS! 
MASCULINE,    GOOD  LOOKING,    BLOND. 
Dutch,  28,  5'10"  160  lbs,  good  body,  hard  cock  — 
seeks  young  guy  for  weekday,  afternoon  fun.  Drawer 
E307. 

COCK-CRAZY  AND  LOVE  IT!  Young,  attractive, 
hot  body,  hot  cock,  hot  ass  needs  LOTS  of  loving 
from  other  horny,  hot  men  21-35.  Days,  evenings. 
I'm  32,  5'9"  140  lbs,  dark  hair,  moustache,  hairy, 
hung.  Box  1031,  Stn  F.  M4Y  2T7. 

DISCREET  CAUCASIAN  MALE,  41,  quiet 
lifestyle,  warm,  understanding,  stable  nature.  Non- 
smoking, slim  build,  5'8",  clean  shaven.  Not  into  bars 
or  drugs.  Interested  in  classical  music  including  organ 
and  chamber  concerts,  long  walks,  cycling,  cars  and 
country  weekends.  Seeking  stable,  thoughtful, 
mature  Chinese  under  30  with  similar  qualities, 
established  and  living  permanently  in  Toronto  who  is 
looking  for  a  close  friendship  and  would  like  to  share 
my  interests.  Please  include  phone  number.  Serious 
replies  only.  Drawer  E316. 

NICE  COUTH  BEARDED  MALE,  considered  at- 
tractive.  seeks  nice,  attractive  cuddly  man  with 
goosebumps  for  lovely  encounters.  Drawer  E326. 

MASCULINE  GAY  COUPLE 

MASCULINE  GAY  COUPLE,  eariy  30s.  into 
leather,  bondage/domination,  water  spons,  verbal 
abuse  and  mild  S&M.  Seek  same  for  raunchy  sex. 
Photo,  frank  letter  and  telephone  number  assure 
response.  Drawer  E41 1. 

HOT  AND  HORNY.  9  1/2"  cock  waiting  for  JO 
singles  or  groups.  I  want  it  bad.  Disretion  assured. 
Reply  with  number.  Drawer  E407. 

NEW  TO  TORONTO.  26.  6'  150  lbs,  dark  brown 
hair,  brown  eyes,  trim  beard,  non-smoker.  Enjoys 
meeting  people.  Loves  travel.  My  interests  include 
arts,  theatre,  body-building,  cooking,  etc...  My 
weakness  is  Italian,  Greek,  and  Poriuguese  men. 
Write  Box  6427,  Stn  A,  Toronto  M5W  1X3. 

BODYBUILDER  REQUIRED:  I  want  to  start 
bodybuilding  with  someone  who  is  experienced  or 
just  starting  out.  How  about  it  guys?  Interested? 
Write  Box  6429,  Stn  A.  Toronto  M5W  1X3. 

CREWCUTS  WANTED!  Horny  well-hung  young 
guy  likes  'em  short-haired  or  shaven.  Details  unim- 
portant. Adventurous  only  need  apply  with  picture 
and  phone.  Shave,  mister?  Drawer  EI88. 

SOUTHERN  ONTARIO        ~ 

REGULAR,  ATTRACTIVE.  GAY.  young  40.  life- 
loving,  lonely  in  Kitchener,  needs  friend  any  age  to 
share  good  and  bad  times.  Drawer  E379. 

GWM  29  SEEKING  SINCERE,  discreel  persons  for 
casual  sex.  Please  write  and  send  recent  photo.  JO, 
Bottom.  London  area  preferable.  Drawer  E374. 

NIAGARA  PENINSULA.  Professional  athletic 
GWM,  36, 6'  155  lbs.  discreet,  masculine.  Enjoysout- 
doors.  cycling,  skiing,  travelling,  music,  movies, 
theatre,  etc.  Interested  in  meeting  friends  same  or 
younger  —  Niagara,  Buffalo,  Toronto  areas.  Drawer 
E423. 

MARRIED  GAY  MALE  240  lbs,  S'll".  not  well 
hung,  looking  for  same  or  other  to  69  with,  2  or  3 
times/week.  Hamilton  area.  Phone  number  a  must. 
Utmost  confidentiality.  Drawer  E392. 

EASTERN  ONTARIO 

ATTRACTIVE  SLIM  26-YEAR-OLD.  155  lbs.  5'9" 
black  hair,  masculine,  seeks  friends  to  share  good 
times.  Box  3187.  Picton.  Ont.  KOK  2T0. 


PETERBOROUGH  AND  AREA 

MALE  28,  straight  acting/appearing,  looking  for 
another  open,  honest,  discreet,  older  guy  to  explore 
intimacy,  closeness,  warmth.  Lei's  talk  then  see  what 
happens.  Write  to  Occupant.  PO  Box  91,  Peter- 
borough. ONT  K9J  6Y5. 


OTTAWA 


YOUNG  STUDENT  OR  WORKER.  16-21,  wishing 
good  times,  discrete  relation  with  mature 
person:tcacher,  46.  wish  to  meet  you  now.  Drawer 
E267. 

BEND'oVER,  OPEN  WIDE  &  ENJOY! 
TWO  WEI  I -HUNG.  HORNV  GUYS  (29.  .10)  look 
ing  for  hoi.  deep  throat  and  light  ass  to  stuff.  If  you' re 
looking  for  some  good,  raunchy  sex,  send  phone  and 
photo  to  Drawer  E323. 

SPANKINGS.  Take  this  29  year-old.  paddle  his 
hairless  bottom.  Ottawa,  Toronto  and  bciwccn  Yout 
place  only  please.  Drawer  F359. 

DEEP  THROAT  I  \Pt  RI  seeks  challenging,  ap- 
preciative partners,  gay  or  siraighi.  I  am  young,  at- 
tractive, and  tireless.  Reply:  PO  Box  25.  Sin  A.  Ot- 
tawa ON  KIN8VI. 
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THERE'S  A  NEW  FACE  AT 
ISLAND  HOUSE 
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troducing 


Key  West's 

COCOI^UT  GROVE 

GUEST  HOCJSE 

Exciting  New  Resort  Lodging 

Experience  our  charmingly 
lazy  tropical  lifestyle. 

•  Secluded  wood-decked  pool 
surrounded  by  tropical  trees 
Balconies 
Private  baths 
Healthy  breakfasts 
Ceiling  fans  and/or  air  conditioning 
Heart  of  old  town 

•  Short  walk  to  shopping  and  night  spots 

•  Airport  pick-up  can  l>e  arranged 

SPECIAL  oPEtiina  rates 

817  Fleming  Street, 
Key  WesL  Rorida  33040 
Phone  (305)  296-5107 


...  AN  INN 
FOR  THE  AVANT  GARDE 
IN  OLD  TOWNE 

Celebrate  your  lifestyle 

in  our  Victorian  mansion.  Our 

dozen  varied  rooms  feature 

private  baths,  balconies,  air 

conditbning  and  kitchenettes. 

We  also  have  a  tropical  deck 
and  unusual  pool. 

Our  rates  include  daily  break- 
fast, sunset  cocktails,  airport 

transfers  and  laundry  service. 

WE  HAVE  THE  AMBIENCE 
YOU  ADD  YOUR  COLOR! 

Reservations  Hotline: 
305-294-6977 


i 


Then  The  Body  Politic 

is  right  where  you  are.  Check 

the  list  below  tor  the  location 

of  the  outlet  nearest  you, 

and  get  your  copy  of  TBP 

hot  off  the  press.    — - 


DOWNTOWN 

Glad  Day  Bookshop,  648A  Yonge 

Longhouse  Books,  630  Yonge 

Chaps,  9  Isabella 
Time  Square  Books,  369  Yonge 

Mottel  Books,  329  Yonge 
Phantasy  Books,  329  1/2  Yonge 

Topper  Books,  289  Yonge 

AS  Smoke  and  Gift,  273  College 

Roman  II  Health  Spa.  742  Bay 

Classic  Bookshop,  Royal  Bank  Plaza,  200  Bay 

Min-A-Marl,  557  Church 

Atalanta  Variety,  368  Church 

Fairway  Variety,  520  Parliament 

Books  &  Chocolates,  584  Parliament 

Parliament  Smoke  and  Gift, 

609  Parliament 

The  Manatee,  11  St  Joseph 

Boots  at  the  Selby,  592  Sherbourne 

XOX  Postcard  Store,  140  Baldwin 

Edwards  Books  and  Art,  356  Queen  W 

Pages  Book  Store,  256  Queen  W 

This  Ain't  the  Rosedale  Library, 

1 10  Queen  E 

Cameo  Club,  95  Trinity  St 

The  Toolbox  &  Hot  Stuff,  18  Eastern  Ave 

Lichtman's  News,  34  Adelaide  W 

Lichtman'sNews 

The  Atrium,  Bay  &  Edward 

Olympia  Gift  Shop,  Toronto  Star  Building, 

Yonge  &  Queen's  Quay 

World's  Biggest  Bookstore 

20  Edward  St 

W  H  Smith,  TD  Centre,  King  and  Bay 

W  H  Smith,  Hudson's  Bay  Centre, 

Bloor&  Yonge 
University  Bookroom,  U  of  T  Campus 

Textbook  Store,  U  of  T  Campus 
Bob  IVI  iller  Book  Room ,  1 80  Bloor  W 

SCM  Book  Room,  333  BloorW 
Book  City,  501  BloorW 

EAST  TORONTO 

Cambridge  Tuck  Shop 

50  Cambridge 

Garfield.  Gerrard  Square, 

Gerrard  &  Pape 

Booksmith,  201 2B  Queen  E 

Beaches  Book  Shop,  2199  Queen  E 

NORTH  TORONTO 

Book  Cellar,  142  Yorkville 

Lovecraft,  63  Yorkville 

fJIcPherson  Discount,  214  H/lacpherson 

Lichtman'sNews,  1430  Yonge 

Book  Cellar,  1560  Yonge 

Bookworks,  2409  Yonge 

The  Book  Nook,  2481  Yonge 

Nu-Claire's  Cigar  Store,  1636  Bayview 

Lichtman'sNews 

Bayview  Village  Plaza 

Bayview  &  Sheppard 

WEST  TORONTO 

Bloor  Discount  Variety,  610  Bloor  W 


YORK 

Thorncliffe  News  Stand,  45  Overlea 

NORTH  YORK 

York  University  Bookroom, 
Keele  &  Steeles  campus 


Insight  Books,  Sheridan  H/lall 
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^k  1^  J  hen  people  ask  me  about  last 
^^^^  summer's  vacation,  I  usually 
f    y    tell  them  that  the  highlight  for 
me  was  attending  a  benefit  -or 
the  Provincetown  Fire  and 
Rescue  Squad.  This  raises  eyebrows, 
especially  smiong  those  who  know  my  dis- 
like for  the  boys  in  blue. 

So  I  must  explain  that  in  Provincetown 
everything  is  done  with  a  twist.  The  twist 
in  this  case  was  the  benefit's  theme  — 
"Hollywood  Night"  —  which  was  the 
biggest  excuse  for  a  drag-show  extrava- 
ganza I  have  ever  witnessed.  More  than 
two  thousand  vacationers  came  out  to 
watch  sixty  men,  dressed  as  their  favour- 
ite Hollywood  steus,  vie  for  first  place 
while  the  police  (!)  rerouted  traffic  and 
escorted  the  more  elaborately  costumed 
contestants  down  the  main  street,  lined 
with  tourist  families  applauding  politely 
whenever  a  pau'ticulsuly  clever  costume 
peuaded  by.  At  the  harbourside  stage  the 
MC  introduced  the  "stars,"  to  the  hearty 
approved  of  the  predominantly  gay 
crowd.  Later,  as  we  trudged  back  to  our 
guesthouse  rubbing  shoulders  with  the 
likes  of  "Bette  Davis,"  "Sissy  Spacek" 
and  "Carmen  Miranda,"  we  thought 
how  lucky  we  had  been  to  discover 
Provincetown. 

We  chose  P-Town  through  a  process  of 
elimination.  Being  from  Nova  Scotia,  I 
naturally  wanted  a  seaside  vacation;  as  a 
true  Torontonian,  Susan  insisted  on  a 
place  with  a  lively  night  life.  I  sought  a 
place  with  cheap  accommodation;  Susan 
sought  a  place  with  no  relatives.  We  had 
to  be  able  to  get  there  and  get  about 
without  an  automobile.  Clearly  we  were 
stuck,  and  it  looked  like  we  would  end  up 
vacationing  on  our  balcony. 

Then  a  friend  suggested  Provincetown. 
"It's  on  Cape  Cod,  the  seafood's  great, 
you  stay  in  guesthouses  and  rent  bicycles 
for  next  to  nothing,"  he  said.  "It's  been  a 
gay  resort  for  years,"  he  added,  "but 
seems  to  be  getting  popular  with  women, 
too." 

Our  ears  pricked  up.  It  sounded  ideal. 
"I'll  make  reservations  tomorrow,"  I 
promised. 

Easier  said  than  done.  Most  guest- 
houses don't  accept  bookings  from  travel 
agents  so  you  must  make  arrangements 
yourself.  Going  to  a  gay  travel  agency, 


Encore  Travel,  was  not  much  help.  They 
booked  us  into  the  Capricorn  Guest- 
house, with  which  they  do  business,  but 
fortunately  we  found  out  before  confirm- 
ing our  bookings  that  the  Capricorn 
serves  a  predominantly  male  clientele. 

Then  we  came  across  a  useful  booklet 
published  by  the  Provincetown  Business 
Guild  (the  gay  Chjunber  of  Commerce). 
This  lists  gay-owned  guesthouses,  chats 
about  town-gay  relationships  and  pro- 
vides a  wealth  of  information  about 
things  to  do  in  Provincetown.  (One  small 
quibble:  because  the  town's  human-rights 
ordinance  bans  discrimination  on  the 
grounds  of  sex  or  sexual  orientation,  it  is 
sometimes  hard  to  discern  which  guest- 
houses are  for  women  and  which  are  for 
men.) 

P-Town  books  quickly  because  of  its 
short  season,  and  it  took  several  calls 
before  we  found  a  place.  We  selected  the 
Dusty  Miller  Inn  —  just  two  blocks  from 
the  centre  of  action  —  and  highly  recom- 
mend it  to  other  women  and  gay  men. 
(But  book  early  —  when  we  called  to 
make  August  reservations  this  year,  only 
two  rooms  were  open.)  The  prices  are 
better  than  at  a  hotel:  for  $40  US  we  had 
a  room  with  a  bath,  congenial  hosts  who 
served  coffee  each  morning  on  the  ver- 
andah and  pleasant  surroundings  in  a 
century-old  Cape  Cod  house. 

Since  this  was  to  be  our  first  "gay  vaca- 
tion "  we  experienced  much  curiosity  and 


some  trepidation. 
What  does  one  do  at 
a  gay  resort?  Have 
orgies?  Disco  dance  in 
the  sand?  Organize  street 
demonstrations?  Our  ima- 
ginations knew  no  bounds.  We 
prepared  ourselves  by  dieting, 
buying  complete  new  wardrobes  and 
packing  our  favourite  political  T-shirts: 
my  "Body  Politic  —  Pick  Us  Up"  and 
Susan's  "Overthrow  the  Patriarchy." 

On  our  arrival  (met  at  the  airport  by 
our  friendly  hosts)  we  found  that  Prov- 
incetown is  by  no  means  exclusively  gay. 
We  were  stunned  and  a  bit  resentful  to  see 
hordes  of  families  and  straight  couples 
strolling  down  the  main  street,  bold  as 
brass.  At  first  reluctant  to  hold  hands,  we 
soon  realized  that  the  straights  were  out- 
numbered and  would  have  to  be  at  least 
polite,  if  not  cordial.  Ah,  the  tyranny  of 
the  majority  is  so  sweet  when  you're  part 
of  it! 

With  such  a  large  gay  contingent  of 
tourists,  cruising  down  the  aptly  named 
Commercial  Street  becomes  a  religious 
experienced  and  like  true  disciples  we  in- 
dulged frequently.  Desultory  window- 
shopping  was  our  cover  and  we  found 
that  Provincetown  has  the  same  tacky 
souvenir  shops  as  any  seaside  resort, 
though  here,  certainly,  the  gay  dollar  is 
openly  courted.  True  tourists  to  the  core, 
we  returned  to  Toronto  with  dozens  of 
T-shirts,  garishly  emblazoned  with 
"Provincetownwoman,"  "Save  the 
Whales"  and  the  like. 

The  village  is  full  of  contrasts.  Directly 
behind  Commercial  Street  is  a  pictur- 
esque harbour  from  which  the  Portu- 
guese fishing  boats  sail  daily.  Though 
many  houses  and  restaurants  are  har- 
bourside, public  access  to  the  shoreline  is 
protected  by  Massachusetts  law  and  it  is 
possible  to  walk  for  miles  uninterrupted 
at  low  tide. 

We  were  on  a  gay  holiday,  however,  so 
we  rented  bicycles  and  resolutely  set  forth 
for  Herring  Cove  Beach  which,  we  were 
told,  was  "where  all  the  women  go." 
Though  stunningly  beautiful  with  expan- 
sive stretches  of  sand  and  clear  salt  water, 
it  was  no  Isle  of  Lesbos.  True,  there  were 
lots  of  women,  but  there  were  also  lots  of 
straights  and  gay  men,  even  in  the  section 
referred  to  as  "the  women's  beach." 
Friendly  state  troopers  patrolled  on 
horseback,  watching  out  for  swimmers 
and  topless  sunbathers. 

After  a  hard  day  of  tanning  and  swim- 
ming, we  set  out  for  the  lesbian  bars. 
Provincetown  has  two:  one  dive  and  one 
club  with  a  cover  charge  (shades  of 
Toronto!).  The  latter,  the  Pied  Piper,  is 
packed  every  night.  A  carved  figurehead 
of  a  topless  woman  presides  benignly 

On  the  deck  at  the  Pied  Piper 


over  the  dance  floor,  and  there  is  a  large 
deck  overlooking  the  harbour  where  you 
can  escape  the  smoke  and  noise  to  con- 
centrate on  flirting.  Nothing  in  Toronto 
compares. 

The  atmosphere  is  uniquely  friendly, 
casual  and  lighthearted,  probably  because 
everyone  is  on  holiday.  There  is  little 
heavy  cruising  since  most  women  are 
travelling  with  a  lover  or  a  group  of 
friends,  but  summertime  romances  can 
and  do  occur. 

Although  the  Pied  Piper  is  the  only  les- 
bian dance  bar  in  town,  nightlife  in 
general  is  not  sparse.  There  are  lots  of 
restaurants,  the  shops  are  open  late  and 
almost  every  hotel  has  a  floor  show 
(Waylon  Flowers  and  Madame  were 
featured  while  we  were  there).  We  en- 
joyed a  lot  of  shows,  including  one  at  the 
Pied  Piper,  but  we  certainly  did  not  ap- 
preciate the  "two-drink  minimum" 
which  accompanied  the  cover  charge. 
More  often  than  not  the  two  drinks  were 
brought  at  the  same  time,  forcing  us  to 
drink  quickly  or  face  a  warm,  flat  second 
beer. 

After  a  few  days  of  sight-seeing,  whale- 
watching  and  cruising  at  the  beach,  we 
discovered  that  the  Pied  Piper's  deck  is 
open  all  afternoon  for  sunbathing.  The 
staff  bring  out  lounge  chairs,  umbrellas 
and  a  barbecue  and  play  tanning  music 
on  the  sound  system.  While  state  troopers 
patrol  Herring  Cove,  topless  bathers  tan 
and  swim  right  in  the  middle  of  P-Town! 

The  women  we  met,  with  few  excep- 
tions, were  still  in  the  closet  back  home. 
P-Town  was  their  annual  opportunity  to 
be  open  about  their  sexuality  and  their 
feelings  for  one  another.  Though  some 
considered  themselves  feminists,  few  were 
politicized  about  gay  rights,  and  we  must 
have  appeared  absurdly  militant  to  them. 

There  is  a  never-never-land  quality  to 
P-Town  which  makes  militance  seem  out 
of  place.  We  saw  little  evidence  of  harass- 
ment. An  occasional  shout  of  "faggot" 
from  a  passing  car  was  all  we  experi- 
enced. The  police  —  largely  part-timers 
augmenting  the  village  force  for  the  sum- 
mer —  had  a  friendly,  common-sense  ap- 
proach which  Toronto's  finest  would  do 
well  to  emulate.  Straight  tourists  were  un- 
faihngly  pleasant  and  appeared  to  accept 
a  gay  presence  as  just  another  fact  of  life. 

As  we  crossed  the  tarmac  to  board  our 
flight  to  Boston,  one  of  the  luggage 
handlers  (apparently  straight)  offered  to 
take  our  picture.  We  posed  for  him,  flight 
bags  in  hand,  cameras  around  our  necks 
and  arms  around  each  other.  A  typical 
couple  on  vacation. 

In  many  ways  this  incident  character- 
ized our  Provincetown  experience.  The 
novelty  of  our  holiday  was  not  in  the  sur- 
roundings but  in  the  way  we  were  treated 
—  recognized  and  respected  as  a  lesbian 
couple.  Not  a  bad  bargain  for  our  Cana- 
dian dollars.  D 

For  a  copy  of  I  he  Provincetown  Business 
Guild  Directory,  write  Box  421.  115  Bradford 
Si,  Provincetown.  MA  02657,  or  coll  (617} 
4S7-23I3. 

The  Dusty  Miller  Inn  Ls  located  at  02  Brad- 
ford St.  Phone  (617)  487-2213.  Two  other 
recommended  guesthouses,  both  women-only, 
are  Gabriel's,  at  104  Bradford  St  Ext  ((617) 
487-3232).  which  features  a  private  sundeck. 
seven  efficiency  units  and  a  hot  tub  in  the  back 
yard;  and  The  Check  'er  Inn  at  25  Hinthmp  St 
((617)  487-9029).  which  has  both  apartments 
and  guestrooms. 
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